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ADVERTISEMENT. 



If the reader expects to find, in the following pages, a list of the 
names of those, who have directed the public affairs of a frontier town 
on the coast of Kept for several ages ; or if he searches for a collection 
of epitaphs, inscribed on their tombs, to learn something of their public 
or private virtues, he will be equally disappointed ; as it never was in- 
tended to swell this volume with ^m. 

The insertions of such lists, may gratify the vanity of a few indivi- 
duals, whose ancestors have carried the staff of authority ; but they can 
never be interesting, or edifying, to an indifferent person. Many may 
think, that the contents of each of the chapters in this book, are equally 
uncntcrtaining and useless. Whatever the opinions of such persons may 
be, there have been many inquisitive travellers, who have visited 
Dover, whose eyes have been attracted by several noble and extensive 
ruins , and they have wisl^d to know something more of their origin, 
than the scanty and doubftl information they could glean on the spot. 
Those who are conversant in history, have read of privileges having 
been granted to the Barons of the Cinque Ports, by our Saxon an4 

a 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Norman Kings ; but in searching after the nature and the extent of 
them> their enquiries have generally been fruitless. If it should appear 
a singular, it is a positive fact, that, although the present existing 
charter granted to the incorporated ports, confirms the privileges given 
to them, in their charters of a very remote date, yet they are but little 
known to the majority of the inhabitants ; and if they retain any tra- 
ditional account of ancient customs enjoyed by their ancestors, they 
are totally ignorant when, and how they have been deprived of them. 

If the general charter to the Cinque Ports, published by Jeake, 
(and which is now growing scarce) be excepted, there are but few remain*- 
ing records of antiquity, to be found in the archives of the different 
towns, to elucidate their history ; and even the few which remain, have 
been carefully concealed from the public eye, and every avenue which 
leads to them barred, until forced by the strong arm of the law. 

As but little information can be gleaned from those, who never 
trouble themselves with transactions which happened before their own 
time ; and as the records of several of their ports and towns, which dis- 
appeared during the last century, did not reach backward further than 
the reign of Henry the Sixth, it was judged necessary to search, and 
glean from, the annals of past times, and from our different reposito- 
ries of manuscripts, what could be collected of the services, customs, 
and privileges, which were once so much valued by the Barons of the 
Ciaque Ports. 

In the early period of our history, they were summoned to consult 
with the great Barons and the King, in the grand council of the nation ; 
and they took an active part by sea, in the defence of the kingdom ; 
yet there is but little information to be gathered of the Cinque Ports, 
or their two ancient towns, from the histories and the chronicles of 
monkish writers. A very long list of our «ost -ancient histories and 
chronicles, and several manuscripts in different repositories, have been 
examined, with a view of collecting materials for this work, which it is 
thought unnecessary to mention m detail- 
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A manuscript, in the possession of a gentleman, whose ancestors 
filled an high office in Dover Castle, contains, among much interesting 
information, copies of several of the Customals of the Cinque Ports, 
and their two ancient towns. These Customals were authentic books, 
or rolls, of laws and customs, which had been used in the towns, within 
the jurisdiction of the Ports, from a very remote antiquity ; and copies 
of them were delivered into the castle, and deposited there in the ar- 
chives, in the year 1357, by the order of Roger Mortimer, the Con- 
stable of the Castle, and Warden of the Cinque Ports. 

These rolls were in being in the reign of William the Third ; and 
they were transcribed by the order of a Lieutenant Governor, and the 
copy is still preserved, but the originals have long since perished. Co- 
pies of several of them will be published in the second volume. These 
Customals, and some of our earliest writers, will be occasionally re- 
ferred to in the following pages ; but as frequent repetitions would consi- 
derably increase the expence of printing, without adding any value to 
the work, in the opinion of the majority of readers, I have thought it 
prudent, not to load the page with many references. 

In the manuscripts which have been examined, there have been 
discovered the connecting links in that system, which was adopted as 
early as the reign of Henry the Seventh, to narrow the privileges of the 
freemen ; and, in the reign of Elizabeth, it was so firmly established, 
that if it was afterwards suspended for a time, I believe it was never 
lost sight of in the port of Dover. 

In tracing the progress of a systematic plan of encroachment on 
the privileges of the freemen ; and by comparing the history of the past 
with the present government of the Cinque Ports, and their two ancient 
towns, it will be seen, how dangerous it is, to suffer any body of men 
to make innovations in the ancient laws, usages, and custmns, with a 
view of extending their own power and interest. 

If there should be any information in the following pages, which 
point out the privileges once enjoyed by the Barons of the Cinque Ports^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



ADV£RTIS£MBNT« 

and their two ancient towns ; or if it should be discovered, that their 
ancient practice in their courts of law, will not countenance a cruel 
custom of punishing transgressors with a long confinement before trial, 
as was the case not fifty years since ; or if the inhabitants of the western 
ports, and their members, should see, that they are deprived of their 
privileges, and even of giving a vote for representative in parliament ; 
then this History of Dover may be of some little use ; for the grants of 
our Kings ought not to be trampled under foot, if charters are uncan- 
celled, and statutes unrepealed. 



coRREcmom. 
P^e Ti, line 10, for tallage, read iaOage. 

7, line 8 and 9 from the bottom, for Valencians, read Feiaicutns. 
7, the bottom line, for Turgians, read T\tngrians. 

42, line 6, for Edward the Third, read Edward the Second. 

43, line 1^, for Edward the Second, read Edward the Third. 
47, line 5 from the bottom, for it, read in, 

49, line 13, for con?erted, with seferal tenements, read converted into sereral tenements. 
133, line 10 from the bottom, for will, read wiih. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



There are several towns situated on the coasts of Kent and 
Sussex, which, from the aera of the Norman Conquest, have been 
distinguished by the name of the Cinque Ports ; and many of the 
towns and villages, from the north side of the Isle of Thanet (near the 
shore) to Hastings, have been considered as their members, as far back 
as Henry the First, as it appears by the Red Book in the Exchequer, 
written about that time. 

As the services tlie inhabitants of the Cinque Ports had con- 
tracted to perform were considered as honourable, it is probable, 
that their neighbours were desirous of partaking of their privileges, 
by paying a proportionable part of the expence to the head port. It 
was the opinion of Lord Coke, that originally there were but three 
of the Roman Ports ; but his Lordship has not left us any proof to 
support his assertion ; and if he had attended to the Roman History 
of Britain, he would have found, that they had nine ports here priw 
to their leaving this island. He might have been induced to believe, 
that because the services and liberties of the ports of Hithe, Romney, 
and Hastings, are not particularly specified in the Doomsday Book, 

h 
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as they are for Dover, nor acknowledged as they are for Sandwich, 
that they were not all united with them under the Saxon Kings. 

It appears from unquestionable authority, that they were all 
five included in the general charter granted to them by Edward 
the First, after the Conquest ; for he acknowledges, that he had seen 
the charter of Edward the Confessor' to the Cinque Ports; of William 
the First, and Second ; of Henry the First, and John ; and also of 
his grandfather King Henry ; all which charters, the Barons of the 
Cinque Ports then had in their possession. The title of Baron was 
confirmed to them by different Kings, for the services of their ships, 
and for their commercial itrtercourse with foreign states. 

As the charter granted by King John was chiefly declaratory of 
ancient rights, he only confirmed, in general terms, all their free liber- 
ties and customs,^ which they had enjoyed under his ancestors ; and as 
their charters were then in being, they were sufiieient to proye their 
privileges* 

Henry the Third confirmed all their charters, upon condition, 
that they would provide him the same number of ships they had done 
for his ancestors. The Doomsday Book of the Cinque Ports con- 
tained an exemplification of all the liberties, customs^ laws^ and ser-* 
vices they owed to the Kings ; but time and neglect have destroyed 
thift ancient record. Only a small fragment has reaehed us, and 
that, by the inattention of the transcriber, contains a very material 
error. The number of ships and men the Cinque Pbrts are to find, 
are there stated to be as follows. — 

Hastings,. 21 ships, 441 men> 21 boys. — ^Winchelsea and Rye, 
15 ships, 315 men, 15 boys. — Romney, 5 ships, 105 men^ 5 boys. — 
Hithe^ 5 ships, 105 men, 5 boys. — Dover, 21 ships, 441 men, 21 
boys. — Sandwich, 5 ships, 105 men, 5 boys. — ^Total, 72 sbipS) 1513 
men, and 72 boys. 



' Jeake^ p. 29, 51, 5^ ^ Blacks tone's Com. p. 27, 228. 
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In this Aceount, there ai^ fifteen ships, with their compl^aiient of 
men and boys, more than the Barons of the Cinque Ports stipulated 
to provide in their contract. This error arises from the transcriber's 
having separated the port of Hastings from its members, and added 
the ships found by Winchelsea and Rye to the twenty-one, their com- 
plete number. 

A IM nflthe Cinque PorUy their tmo imeient towns and their m^embere, vdth tite 
nwmiher of ships they found for the King's service. 



Head Ports and their members* 



Ships, 



Hastings^ ahead pori^ «. 3 

tiye, aa aaciait towB^ 5 

WinclNisea^ ma amdeat town, 10 

SeafiNFd and Peveoaey, 

BulveriiBaA and Petit Hkm^ 

Hidney^ Grange^ and Beakeeiioiini^ 

2 
Roinney^ a head port^ Lidd^ Promehill^ 01d> 
Romney^ Dangemarsh^ Oswardstone^ > 

Hithe, a head port. West Hithe, — 5 

Doyer, ahead port, Margate, Saint Peten^ 
Birchinton, Thanet, Ringwould, FoIk-> 31 

stone, FaTersham, 9 

Sandwich, a head port. Deal, Fordwicfa,> ^ 

1,5 ^ 



RamsgaAe, Sarr, Walmer, Brigfatlingaea, 



Total number of ships, 57 



Comities. 

Sussex. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 



Kent, 
ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto, 
ditto. 



The Barons of the Cinque Ports were discharged from military 
duties in the field, for fitting out their fleet, at the King's command ; 
and this species of feudal service, Stephen de Pencester • found re- 
corded in the Exchequer, in the reign of Henry the Third ; and the 
Barons of the Cinque Porte acknowiedged the same due to their 
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King, upon their receiving a summons of forty days notice, in the 
following form. 



*o 



" John de Beauchamp, Constable of Dover Castle, and Warden 
of the Cinque Ports, greeting.' 

'^ Whereas the Barons of the Cinque Ports owe Us the following services, 
Mrhen required, viz. That the said Ports and their memhers shall, upon forty 
days notice, fit out, and supply the King with fifty-seven ships, each having a 
master and twenty men, well armed and arranged, at their own proper cost, for 
fifteen days ; and at the expiration of which time, the said ships and men to he 
at our own proper charge and pay, so long as we shall have need of them, viz. 
the master of each ship to have sixpence, the constable sixpence, and each of the 
men threepence a day, as by the tenor of the charters and liberties granted by 
our predecessors, and which we have confirmed. We having ordered a great 
naval armament, to assemble for our voyage to Ireland, whereof we summon the 
said Barons to perform the said service, by sending the said ships and mariners, 
well arrayed, to attend at Bristol, A. D. 1393." 

This order varied, according to the number of ships required for 
service. If the whole complement of fifty-seven ships were thought 
insufficient, more were demanded ; and sometimes it was required, that 
all their ships should be detained above a certain tonnage. An officer 
was appointed to insjiect the ships fitted out by the Cinque Ports, to 
see that they had their number of men, and quantity of stores, in pro- 
portion to their burden. There is a curious paper remaining on record, 
of the age of Edward the Second, which will shew us how the service 
was performed in that aera. 

Sir John Beverage was appointed to survey a fleet, ordered to 
assemble to the westward, to see if they were provided with anchors, 
cables, cordage, and all other necessaries proper for the expedition, 
and that every ship was sufficiently manned, in proportion to her 



' Clause, 18 Rich. 2, m. 34.— Rym. Feed. p. 784. 
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tonnage ; a ship of 240 tons, to have 60 men ; 200 tons, 50 men ; from 
170 to l60 tons, 40 men ; 140 tons, 35 men ; 120 tons, 2^8 men ; 100 
tons, 26 men; and 60 tons, 21 men. Every «hip above 60 tons, 
had a master, and two constables ; and under 60 tons, a master, and 
one constable. 

From this account we learn, that the ships fitted out by the Cinque 
Ports, were above 60 tons burden ; and when they were intended for 
fighting, a certain number of soldiers were provided by the King for 
each ship ; and their arms consisted of bows and arrows, and cross- 
bows, darts, spears, slings, and grappling-irons, to detain the enemy, 
if they wished to board them. 

The very nature of this service, required the Barons of the Cinque 
Ports to have frequent meetings, to raise supplies ; and as they had 
many privileges granted them, which, in a course of time, interfered 
with the grants to the Lords of other franchises, they had often litiga- 
tion to. defend their rights ; and it was found Ixighly nec^sary to form 
an assembly, composed of the leading members in each port, and its 
members, to raise the money wanted for the year, and to regulate the 
Various affairs in which they were jointly concerned. Several of their 
privileges will be noticed in the Introduction, pointing out the ne- 
cessity of their holding a court, which they named a Brotherhood and 
G nestling. 

The Court of Brotherhood and Guestling. 

This general assemblage of the delegates of the Cinque Ports, was 
first at Shipway ; but after the decline of that place, it was removed 
to Romney, as the central port; and. it has sometimes been held at 
other places, within the jurisdiction of the Five Ports. It was formed 
upon a similar plan with the meetings of a lath, which, in the days of 
our Saxon ancestors, consisted of the principal men in each hundred, 
to deliberate on any such business as concerned the public safety. 
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Tbe names of tihese aMemblies varied in different countieiy and 
they vrem called Trithing &Rd Wapentake meetings ;' and when they 
related to both military and civil concerns, they were courts of council 
and of law. Though these courts were some of the first which were 
neglected in divers places, they were continued in the Cinciiie Ports, 
until time had entirely changed the aspect of their aifairs. Whether 
the members of the Court of Brotherhood appointed the officers of 
militia, and the masters of their ships ; or whether they p^formed 
any oeremony, in touching the sword or the «pear of their leaders, as 
an acknowledgment of their approbaticm of this compact ? are ques- 
tions which cannot now be answered, by reference to any record of 
the court. 

The Barons of the Cinqne Ports, from the time of their enl^n- 
chisement, were obliged to have frequent meetings to raise supplies, 
for fitting out their fleet, for supporting dieir privileges, and for ap* 
pointing their bailiffs to Yarmonth, and the hearing of their report at 
their return ; and variety of other business which came before them. 
According to an indenture, bearing date in the fifth year of the reign of 
King Edward, the son of King Henry, it was settled, that all tuHage, 
assessments and payments, and divers other charges and costs, should 
be levied on the Barons of the Five Ports, in such a proportion, that 
every one might bear his charge equally ; and this was to be the 
standing rule. If any of the Barons of the Cinque Ports were im- 
pleaded of any point touching their joiDt charter, or their common 
usages or franchises, a Brotherhood was directly assigned at the request 
of the town, members, commonalty, or indiyiduai aggrieved. If any 
of the ports neglected to appear to the summons, to pay their part of 
the expences incurred, diey forfeited a penalty of twenty pounds, to 



' Ebsay on the British Constitution.— Bracion, lib. 3.— Leges Edwi. c. 33.— Henry's History of 
England, rol. 2, p. 243. — Jeake^ p. 90, &c. 
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be recovered as a debt at the suit of either of the members of the 
town that complained, for the use of the ports. 

This court sometimes interfered in correcting the defects of jus- 
tice, and the irregularities of the officers of justice; but it seems as if 
they did not enforce the payment of fines, as there are instances of 
their ordering them to be recovered in the courts within their jurisdic- 
tion. The usual times for holding this court, were the Tuesday after 
the close of Easter, and on the festival of St. Margaret ; but a ma- 
jority of the members could summon a special court at any time, if 
business required it. 

Tkk MsemMy generally consisted of seven persons from each of 
the head ports, and their two ancient towns. They were the mayors, 
and their deputies, the last bailiff sent to Yarmouth, and the next in 
succession, with the town clerks and chamberlains, and one commoner; 
but by a decree of this court, the number was afterwards reduced 
to five, viz. the mayors or bailiffs, two jurats, and two commoners. 
The chief magistrates succeeded to the chair by rotation, and be who 
presided had the title of speaker. He was obliged to give forty days 
notice of their intention of holding a court, and the summonses were 
issued in the name of the speaker, and of the magistrates of the town 
in which he lived. 

The Letter of Summons. 

" Right worshipful Sirs, loving Brethren, Combarons and Friends, 
our right hearty ejections and salutations to you presented^ 

'' WheMBS by tbe 0e|^a«y rewhitton, tlit SpnlL^nlisp of tbiB 1^M^ ib 
now dfervoW edt upon ut> we iMuve thought tami to iMUe fbrlh these ovn tinieky 
letters^ whereby we p^ty^ and brottierty require your advice and subscDipiioki^ 
whether^ as oup affvirs bow stand, a Brelberbood or Crueslliop ia either of tfkem 
necessary to be arreared this year. We, for c^x parti, cdotideriag tiie. rtaM af 
OUP affairs> are of opinion, and think fil ihat a Bvotberbood should be ^suni- 
raoned, to> mee« at the pert of RiomMy, ii) dnr eeuoty of Keiil^ oa. Timd4)r 
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after tbe festival of Saint Margate! next ensuing^ at the accustomed hour ; ne- 
vertheless^ we submit these premises to your grave wisdom and consideration/' 

^*^ Your loving Brother ^ Combaron, and Friend.** 

If the majority of the mayors and magistrates were of opinion a 
court ought to be summoned, they indorsed their names on the letter, 
and forty days before they intended to meet, they issued their precept 
in the following fomi. 

'' Right worshipful Sirs, 

'' It is concluded by the greatest part of the Brethren of the Cinque Ports^ 
and their ancient towns^ that a Brotherhood and Guc^tling ought to be arreared 
this year ; we are therefore to pray and brotherly beseech you^ to be at the 
place appointed at the hour accustomed^ that is^ by eight of the clock in the 
mornings with the full number of persons duly returned and commissioned, 
according to ancient custom and usage, time out of mind used and approved." 

The persons commissioned to attend at this court, might be con- 
sidered as the representatives of the Barons of each port ; and they 
were all sworn to maintain their rights confirmed by charter, as well 
as their liberties and free customs ; and it will be seen in the follow- 
ing pages what regard was paid to the oath. 

The Commission. 

'^ To all Christian people to whom these presents shall come, and especi- 
ally to the Right Worshipful our loving Brethren, Combarons, and Friends, the 
Mayors, Jurats, and Combarons of the Cinque Ports, and two ancient Towns, 
to be assembled at a general Brotherhood, to be holden at the port and town of 
Bomney, one of the said Cinque Ports, upon Tuesday, the twenty-sixth day of 
July. We, the mayor, jurats, and commonalty, of the ancient port of Hithe, 
in Kent, send greeting. Know ye, that we have received your letter of summons 
for a Brotherhall, sent from the mayor and jurats, of the town and port of 
DoTer, and at a commoft aasesbly of us^ the mayor, jurats^ and commonalty 
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•foresaids boldea the Beyeaieenth day of June last past, have elected, chosen, 
ooQstitutedj assignedi and appointed our welUbeloved C, D. esq. mayor ; E. F. 
the bailiff elect for Great Yarmouth^ for the year ensuing ; and G. H. I. K. our 
jurats^ common clerks chamberlain, and our number of commoners^ freemen of 
our town^ persons who have each of them taken a corporal oath for the main- 
tenance of the charters^ liberties, and customs of the said ports, ancient towns, 
and their members, to be and appear for us, and in our name, place, and stead, 
at the said Brotherhall, at the said town and port of New Ronmey, at the day 
aforesaid ; as well to hear the relation of the bailiff^ of the Cinque Ports for the 
town of Great Yarmouth, for the last year, and also to agree and consent to 
the admittance of the new bailiff for the Cinque Ports to the said town of Great 
Yacmouth, this year ensuing; and all thmgs incident to the said relation and 
admittance of the said bailiff. ' And we do, by these presents, give and grant 
unto the said persons, and every of them by these presents, jointly and severally, 
our full and whole power and authority for us, and our successors, to do, con- 
sent,, and agree, unto all and every such acts,, ordinances, decrees^ and things, 
which at the same Brotherhood, by the said mayors, jurats, and commoners of 
the said Cinque Ports, and two ancient towns there assembled, or the greatest 
part of them, shall be enacted and ordained, established and decreed, for the public 
weal of the Cinque* Ports, their two ancient towns and members. And we do, 
fior us and oar successors, ratify, allow, and hold firm and stable, whatever the 
said persons beforemamed, or the greatest part of the said assembly, shall, in the 
said Brotherhood, do, ordain, consent to, or establisb as aforesaid/' 

By the sununons for holding a Court of Brotherhood, it appears, 
that it was addressed to the Combaroos, a title given to the whole 
body of freemen at each port, and their two anci^it towns, and the 
commission given to the delegates of each place, is addressed to the 
mayor, jurats, and commonalty of the Hve Ports, and their two ancient 
towns. They send greeting, and say, ^^ at a common assembly of us, 
the mayor, jurats, and commonalty of the ancient town of Dover, we 
have chosen, and constituted, and appointed A. B. C. D. &c. to be 
and appear for us, and in our names, at the said Brotherhood, and in 
our stead, and by these presents jointly and severally, we give our 
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whole power, to do, consent, and agree to whatever shall be agreedr 
to, for the public weal of the Cinque Ports, and their two ancient 
towns/' As the whole body of the freemen in each particular port, 
and their two ancient towns, were to pay individually their proportion 
of the cun-ent expences of the year, it was as indispensably necessary 
that they should have a voice in electing their representatives ia a 
Court of Brotherhood as in parliament^ nor could the money be 
taken out of their pockets without it. 

When the delegated aasembled and produced their comnissicm^ 
the business of the court w^s opened by the clerk's reading, fink, the 
speaker's letter, and the returns lirom the different ports. He next 
called over the several persons named in the commission, and such as 
did not appear and answer, were fined. If either of the ports or towns 
failed in making a return, or if their return was defective, they were 
fined as a corporal body for their neglect or contempt. The speaker, 
as soon as- this business was settled, informed the court of tlie reason 
of his assembling them. 

The first thing was to receive the report of the bailiff from Ym^ 
mouth. They were wdered to flie bair, and standing there uncovered,, 
tiney related every occurrence whieh had hs^pened during the fair, 
especially all that related to the keeping of the peace, and the rege- 
lating of the fishery. If it appeared that they had diligently dis- 
charged their duty, they received the thanks of the court; but if 
t^re were any complaints against them, either for neglect of admini*- 
stering justice, or for partiality, they were fined according to the na- 
ture of the offence. The bailiffe elected, were next called to tbe^ bar, 
and if they were aj^roved of by the court, they were sworn, and 
took their seats with their brethren on the bench. 

^ The Barons of the Cinque Ports sent baili& to Yarmouth, to* 
regulate the fishery^ long before they had any cteurter of privileges for 
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(ioiiig it; and cmtom, from n remote date, had given their proceed- 
ings the «tttboritj of law. They went to a bank of und on the coast 
<tf Norfolk, piior to the landing of Cerdtck the Saxon, A. D. 48S, 
to catch henings, and there they dried their nets, and salted their 
fish ; and vessels from the coast of Flanders also frequented die place, 
to putchase herrings* The sand bank, ftom this humble origin, grew 
into repute, as a market or £iir for £sh, and experience taught the 
Bajpons of the Ciaque Ports, that some laws would be necessary to 
regulate the mixod muitiiude which assembled there. Neifter the his- 
torian, nor the antiquary, have xecorded the sera of tiakeirfiiBt enacting 
laws, nor of their appointing <ifficerB called baiiffs, to put them in 
execution ; but it was long prior to Edward the Confesson When 
custom had established <he Barons of the Cinque Ports die Lords of 
the fair, if not of the soil, tk^ erected buildings lor their oftcers, a 
pnBon, a coiirt £k Ihe admiMstration of josdce, and Hiey received 
.annual rents for lands and tenements. 

In the reign of William Rufiis, Hubert, the bishop of Norwich, 
built a chapel there, and put in a priest^ to pray for the success of the 
^sh^rmen and traders during the fair« This was cfMsidered, by the 
Barons of the Five Povte, as an kifringemenrt of tikimi privileges ; and 
the next year, they sent with their bailiff a priest of thcdr own, and 
they dismissed him whom tiw faifihop had placed them: The right ^qf 
governing the £ur was never disputed until 'ihie reign of King John, 
who granted to the burgesses of YamMwith several privileges in general 
terms, wfaidi the Barons of the Cinque Ports had enjoyed by custom, 
and prior grants. This fiivt sowed the seeds- of dissension between 
them, and they took root in a finuitful soil, and produced maxiy serious 
^evils. It was not to *be expected, that they vriM had enjoyed privi- 
leges founded on anmemonal custom, would quietly yield them to 
new claimants. As both parties were determined, the one to en- 
croach, and the other to defend, they proceeded to such extremities, 
:as to alarm the nation with their quarrels. The King was wishing 
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to support his charter, and he inclined to the burgesses of Yarmouth ; 
for by an inquisition taken by several persons of rank, from London, 
Lynn, and Norwich, it was determined, that the Barons of the Cinque 
Ports should be forbidden to disturb the fair with their claims, as a 
change of times had altered the face of things. 

This mandate did not produce the desired effect ; for the Barons 
of the Five Ports employed force to defend their rights. At that time, 
and for several reigns, the Court of Brotherhood had, at every meeting, 
business of the utmost importance before them ; for the two parties 
fought and plundered each other, with all the rancour of the bitterest 
enemies Every plan for adjusting matters, that could be devised by 
the King, his council, and parliament, was equally ineffectual, even 
when accompanied with threats ; but when time had tarnished the ho^ 
nour, diminished the emoluments, and ccmsiderably increased the ex-^ 
pences of regulating the fair, their animosities, gradually subsided. 
The Court of Brotherhood taking the whole matter into consideration, 
they judged it necessary to shorten the time of their bailiff's continuing 
at Yarmouth, from forty days to three weeks. This was preparing the 
way for resigning a right which was hardly worth preserving ; for in 
the reign of Elizabeth, the salary of their bailiffs, which had been 
twenty-«ix pounds a year, was raised to thirty. Their clerks had six 
pounds ; but the stipends of their counsellors, attomies, and inferi(M- 
officers, frequently varied. In the fifth year of the reign of Henry the 
Eighth, the Court of Brotherhood decreed, that the yearly report of 
their bailiffs sent to Yannouth, might be dispensed with ; and by ano- 
ther decree, A. D. I6OI, the yearly Guestlings were aboUshed. They 
continued to send their bailiffs until the year 1663, and it was then 
decreed, that their services might cease, and an end was put to a con- 
test, which had cost their ancestors much blood and treasure to main- 
tain, from the reign of King John. 

The money raised by this court for the various expences of the 
year, w^ by a tax on rents ; and the sums collected at each port and 
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town, were called purses. About the time of Henry the Seventh, the 
supplies for the year were raised inihe following proportion. Hastings 
and its members, one third ; Dover and Ronmey, and their members, 
one third ; Hithe and Sandwich, and their members, one third. The 
members which composed this court, were privileged from common 
arrests ; but they were conmiitted to prison for refusing to pay the 
current expences of the year. 

It appears from the records of this court, that in the reign of Eliza- 
beth, when they were forming systems to deprive the freemen of their 
rights, some of the members had received presents from persons high 
in office under the Queen, and the court deemed it beneath the dignity 
of a delegate of the Cinque Ports, to accept such gifts ; it was therefore 
ordered, that if any mayor, baiUff, or town clerk, should wear any cloth 
or Uvery of a nobleman, or be a retainer, while in office, he should not 
enter the room in any such dress. It appears from this decree, that 
some connexion was formed, at that time, between her majesty's mini* 
sters and the leading men in the Cinque Ports ; and the cause which 
first led to an intercourse between than, may perhaps be discovered by 
the reader in the following pages. 

As the services of the Cinque Ports were dispensed with, the hold- 
ing, a Court of Brotherhood became less frequent, and at last, long 
intervals passed between each smnmons. After a lapse of twenty-four 
years, they held a cornrt, A. D. 1750, and another in 177 1 ; but the 
business they transacted is not worth public notice. In the year 181 1, 
a Court of Brotherhood and Guestling were again attempted ; but by 
some misinformation in the proceeding, they did not open the court 
when they met, and the business was postponed another year ; during 
which time, they purpose examining the p^,pers and archives of the 
Cinque Ports and two ancient towns, to gain some knowledge of passed 
transactions in the court. As they had many privileges to preserve, 
they ought to have had frequent conferences to inquire if any encroach- 
ments were making upon their rights, that proper measures might have 
been taken to resist them. 
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The Honour of supporting the Canopies over the King and Queen^ at 

their Coronation. . 

' It is sa;id ih the ancient Customal of Dover, that the Barons of 
the Cinque Ports ^* be wont, by the summons of the King's writ to 
them directed, to come to the coronation, to do their service/' It may 
not be accurately known when they first received this honour; for 
when Edward the First, after the conquest, confirmed it to them by his 
fcharter, it was not a new grant; for the Barons had supported the ca- 
nopies over Henry the Third and his Queen, at their coronation. 

The old custom of giving forty days notice by smnmons, has long 
been in disuse ; and Jeake says, " I find in a letter of Mr, Richard 
Kelke to the ports, July 11, A. D. l60S, that he had searched the 
tower, the rolls, the petty-bag, the six clerks office, and the crown office, 
to find the precedent for a writ of siunmons for the Barons of the 
Cinque Ports, but there was not one to be found/' 

This petitionary claim is very ancient, and Jeake, in his time, had 
a letter by him on this subject, in the old French language. John, 
Duke of Norfolk, high steward of England, in returning an answer to 
Iheir petitionary claim, said, that the Barons of the Cinque Ports be 
admitted to do their service. As soon as the summons was received, 
notice was given to assemble a Court of Brotherhood, to nominate 
proper pfersons to support the canopies, stistained with silver staves, 
with silver bells gilt, over the King and Queen, and to settle the uni- 
form they were to appear in, and to provide for their expenccs, as each 
person purchased his own dress. After the services and the ceremony, 
they were to take the canopies, the staves, and the bells, as they had 
been accustomed to do, and to sit in the hall at dinner, at a table on 
the right hand of the King. 



^ See MS. Customals. 
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' At a Court of Brotherhood, to settle the uniform of the canopy 
bearers at the coronation of King James, it was agreed, that they 
should wear a scarlet gown, reaching down to the ancles, citiaen fa- 
shion^ faced with crimson, silk stockings^ crimson velvet shoes, and 
black velvet caps. At a Court of Brotherhood, A. D. 1604, it wa& 
settled, that fourteen shilUitgs and four-pence should be paid to each 
of the canopy bearers, towards discharging their expences ; and this 
sum was to be raised upon the Cinque Ports, their ancient towns and 
members. 

At the coronatioQ of James the Second, and his Queen, thirty-two 
o£ the Barons of the Cinqiae Ports attended, and the j were all dressed 
in doublets of crimsm satin, scarlet hose, and scnriet gowns faced with 
cfimson satin, black velvet shoes, with caps of the same, fastened to 
tiieir sleeves. They stood with their canopies at the upp» end of West^ 
minster hall,^ on the west side, and as the procession advanced^ sixteen 
of them Kceived the Queen, undler her caiiopy, supported by isix sfe»ves» 
at tbefooA of the great stone steps. Three supporters were at each 
eomeir, and two at each middle staff. The Kung- waa received by the 
odier sixteen in the same manner, and tb^ praeeeded from the hall 
tfamu^ New Palace Yaord and King Slteet^ to the nearest door of the 
coUegiate church of St. Peter. The passage was railed on both aides, 
from the north door of the hail to tbe^entrance into the churchy and it 
waa coivered with two breadths of bkie broad cloth, containing one 
thousand two hundredj and twenty yards, which were strewted with 
flowers and sweet herbs. The King and Queen left their canopies at 
the entrance into the choir, and the bearers of them waited to receive 
their majesties on their return to the hall, after the service of the coro- 
nation. At diiiner, the Barons of the Cinque Ports clavned the privi- 
lege of sitting on the Kmg's right hand, on the right side of the hall, 
with the archbishops, bishops, the king*s serjeant, and the attorney and 
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solicitor general. At the coronation of George the Tliird, the table 
pro\aded for them was not set in its proper place ; and they refused to 
sit in any other. If any of the Barons of the Cinque Ports attended 
at the coronation, they had a right to a seat at the same table with the 
canopy bearers. 

After the banquet was over, they waited for the King's permission 
to return ; and they took with them the canopies, the staves, and the 
bells. For the last four centuries, they have been disposed of in the 
following manner. — At the coronation of Henry the Fifth, to Hastings ; 
and of his Queen, to Dover and Romney. When Henry the Sixth 
was crowned, to Sandwich and Hithe. At a Court of Brotherhood, in 
the thirty-fourth year of Henry the Sixth, it was determined, that the 
ports should have the canopies, staves, and bells, in their turns. At 
the coronation of the Queen of Henry the Sixth, Winchelsea had the 
turn. Dover and Romney, at the coronation of Edward the Fourth ; 
Richard the Third, Rye ; and of his Queen, Dover and Romney. At 
a Court of Brotherhood, in the twenty-fifth year of Henry the Eighth, 
it was agreed, that the canopies, and their appurtenances, should be 
disposed of in the following order. — ^Dover and Romney jointly ; then 
Rye, Sandwich, and Hithe ; then Hastings and Winchelsea. At the 
coronation of Anne Boloine^ Dover and Romney. Edward the Sixth, 
Sandwich, Hithe, and Rye. Queen Mary, the same. Queen Eliza- 
beth, Dover and Romney. It was then agreed, that the canopies and 
Ef^urtenances, should be divided among them in future. 

The Office of Coroner. 

' Richard the Second, in a charter dated A. D. 1377j confirmed 
to the Barons of the Cinque Ports, all the privileges they had enjoyed 
from Edward the Confessor ; and the office of coroner, in their respec- 
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tive jurisdictions, was one of them. * The coroner's authority being 
derived immediately from the King, there were but few beneath the 
rank of a knight, in counties, who aspired to the office ; for it wsls con-^ 
sidered as conferring honour on the persons appointed to it. As the 
coroners were subject to fines for any negkct or misdemeanor, the law 
required, that those who held the office in privileged jurisdictions, as 
annexed to the mayoralty, should have sufficient property within 
their franchise, to answer the fines.* If the ooimnonalty elected any 
person to be mayor, whose property was not competent to pay the 
fine, the town was liable to be amerced to make good the deficiency. 
The town might also be amerced,' for suffering a person who died a 
violent death to be interred without any inquiry; but at Sandwich,* 
and probably at the other ports, they had an ancient custom, by 
which they dispensed with an inquisition, when the accident and the 
death were notoriously known to the people. If this custom had not 
prevailed, prior to any statute, they would not have adopted a dis- 
pensing power; but if the coroner was cailled upon by the king's 
bailiff, or any of the inhabitants, he was obliged to attend. ^ When 
a person was found dead within the jurisdiction of Sandwich, the 
coroner and twelve magistrates examined the body of the deceased. 
With great care and caution,. to enable them to judge, by the wounds 
or the marks/ whether he had been wilAilly killed by any person or 
persons. If they had any reason to suspect that the deceased had 
been murdered, they summoned a court, to inquire if there were any 
fliuspected pennons within their franchise. The practice of summoning 
what is called h Countie, in the Customals, scans to have been prior to 
the statute,^ wiiich enjoined the coroner to inquire, by a competent 



' Blackstone's Com. vol. 1, p. 437.— Stat 3 Edw. 1, ck 10. 
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number of good and lawful men, whether they knew if the deceased 
was killed in a house, or in a bed, or in a tavern, or in company, or 
in what company he had been. If suspicion fell on any of them, 
they were to examine who were principals or accessaries, and whether 
they were men or women, and of what age ; and after a proper in-^ 
quiry, permission was given to bury the dead body. If any one £ed 
in consequence of the inquiry, the coroner, by theCustomal of Rom- 
ney, was to go to the house of the absconded person, and in the pre* 
sence of the magistrates he was to take an inventory of all his goods 
and chattels, and if a freeman, of his rents, and deliver them up to 
the township, to be preserved, until they could have a hundred court. 
If the body was interred without making the necessary inquiry, the 
town was in mercy to the King. 

When a suspected person was apprehended at Dover, he Was de- 
livered to the custody of the king's bailiff; but at Romney, Winchel- 
sea, and Rye, he might have his enlargement, upon finding a sufficient 
number of main-pemors to answer for his appearing at the next hun- 
dred, to take h» trial. If no prosecutor appeared by the third court 
day,' the king's bailiff was th^i the prosecutor for the King ; and the 
suspected person was to acquit himself by the old method of pui^ga- 
tion, or by the oaths of his conjuratores. If he was found guilty of 
murder, his property was forfeited to the town for a year and a day, 
and after which it retumed to the right heir. It was also the duty 
of the coroner, to inquire concerning the death of a person dying in 
prison, and of treasure trove, and of wreck of the sea ; and whether 
there were any who lived extravagantly, and firequented alehouses. 

Intemperance and extravagance, in the days of our ancestors, 
were deemed sufficient to ground a suspicion that they had^ found 
treasure ; and if they were called upon by the coroner, they were ob- 
liged to prove their innocence, by four or six witnesses, according to 
the degree of suspicion. 
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As the corooer's office was considered as a post of hononr, he 
had no fee annexed to his duty ; and be was' liable to be imprisoned 
^t the King's pleasuie, for concealing of £donies» and negkcting to 
take inqubitions when called upon in cases of premature death. But 
as trouble was attached to honour, and without* any emoluments, to 
soften the toil, the coroners grew remiss in their duty, and frequent 
comj^ints were made against them. This induced the legislature' to 
enact, that a fee of thirteeai shillings and fourpence shouM be paid 
tor eyery inquisition taken, on the view of a dead body, slaio' by Tio«» 
, lence ; and the sum for to be levied on the goods and chattels of the 
slayer. If they should be found insi^cient to answer the sum^ the 
coroner was to be paid irom the fine levied on the town, fbr sufieiing 
this murder. 

This statute induced the coroners to claim the same sum fbr 
every inqnest takem by tliem ; and they refiised to make any inqui*- 
ries, unless the money was paid to them. Their refiisal,^ in a course 
of time, produced an<^her statute, which imposed a fine of forty shil* 
lings upon every coroner, who neglected to da his duty. The fine 
might be levied by applying ixk a justice of the peape, who had power 
to settle the business in an easy and expeditious masmer. To check 
the inhumanity of jailers, and to encourage the coroners to beactive^ 
it was enacted, that twenty shillings ^lould be paid for every inquisi* 
tion taken upon the body of a person dying in jail. The coroners 
were also to receive nine^pence a mile for travelling expenoes, of the 
clerk of the county rate ; bult if they took any further fee or leward, 
they were to be deemed guilty of extortion. The coroners of cities, 
borou^, and {mvileged jurisdictions, were not entitled to any fee, 
when, they did not contribute to. the county rate, but they were to be 
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guided by their ancieirt customs; and every coroner, convicted of 
negligence or extortion, wasi to be dismissed his office. In Dover, the 
fee :of thirteen shillings and four-pence hath been demanded for every 
inquisition, whether for murder or accidental death ; and, for a long 
time, it was either paid by the friends of the deceased, or the parish 
officers, out of the rate raised for the relief of the poor. 

There is another imposition, of modern date, introduced by the 
coroner and his jury^ by adjourning to a public house, instead of 
going to the court hall to give their verdict, after having taken a view 
of the body. As this custom is not derived, like many others, fp&m 
the practice of past ag^s, the sum spent, under a pretence of making 
something for the house, appears to be an extortion. It has proved 
a heavy tax, when forced from an unfortunate widow, who has-been 
obliged to sell a part' of her little property, to discharge the sum spent 
by the jury. This practice continued to increase, until common de* 
cency pointed out the necessity of checking it, and* the jury are now 
confined to the spending a trifling sum ; and the only reason for men- 
tioning it is, that it may never be suffered to increase again. The 
spending money by a jury after an inquest, is far from being singular,' 
though the unlettered magistrate, in former time, would have blushed 
at it; and it is now high time that the law should put an end to all 
such impositions. If a coroner is now to be fined five pounds for 
neglect or misbehaviour,, and to be dismissed from his office for extor* 
tion, every magistrate, acting in this capacity in a privileged jurii^dic- 
tion, ought to consider, how fisir this practice of allowing the jury 
something to drink may affect himself, as he cannot prove charter, 
custom^. or prescription, to countenance it; and the statutes have not 
made any provision for adjourning to a public house. It was the 
demanding illegal and exorbitant sums of the parish officers, that first 
led them to doubt, and then to with-hold^ the payment of their de- 
mands ; and this was the cause of levying a new tax ojx the inhabitants 
of the town of Dover, ^id its members. 
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The Cinque Ports were exempted by charter^ and by sereral sta- 
tutes» from paying to certain sums raised by counties, for particular 
purposes, and they had never been, like many other places, taxed 
with a county rate. About the year 1794^ the magistrates, by the 
authority given them in the statute of the 13^ Geo. 2, levied a tax oi^ 
one penny in the pound on the inhabitants of the town of Dover, and. 
a halfpenny on their members in Thanet. To this ordisr of s^sions^ 
the officers of the parish of St Mary, in Dover, and the town of Mar- 
gate, both appealed ; and each of them rested the merits of their case^ 
upon different objections. * The officers of the town of Margate, con* 
sidered themselves exempted from all such taxes, by having paid a 
yearly contribution in lieu of them ; but this was overruled by the 
court. The officers of the parish of St. Mary appealed, because the. 
rate was unequally made, and it was quashed ; but by tiie report of 
one of the magistrates, they did not make any alteration iti the next 
rate. This was the occasion o£ a second appeal, with an intent to- 
remove the order of sessions, by a writ of certiorari in the court of 
King's Bench, as they did not expect any redress in their own court. 
The counsel, in his pleading, informed the magisti:ates that their whole: 
proceedings were illegal ; and that they were required to make anf 
equal rate; and that the inhabitants within their jurisdiction in. 
Thanet, should be allowed to draw upon their treasurer, for such ex- 
pences as they had a right to receive from him ; but his pleading wa& 
in vain. The court confirmed the rate ; neither would they suffer a 
question to be stated to the court of King's B^nch, and there was no 
remedy, as they had made no record in what proportion they had^ 
levied the rate. They now raise the tax, expend the money, and pass* 
their own accounts ; and as the law stands, those who pay cannoi 
inspect them, nor have they any remedy. 
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The Barom of the Cinque TwU^ from a very early period^ had a seat 
in the Great Council &f the Nation. 

It iras the practice i>S our Saxon ancestors, to assemble their 
wisest men, and their greatest warriors, to deliberate on public afiairs,. 
and the Barons of the Cinque Ports attended thek witenagemot as. 
early as Edward the Confess^. 

' It was necessary, under the laws of ^^elstan, for a Georl to 
have five hides of land, a church, a kitchen, a seat at the city gate, 
and an office in the King's hall, to be liable to be summoned to the 
great council of the nation ; but the door was not shut to the mer^ 
chant, for he might receive the same honour, by freighting a ship 
three times with tibe produce of his country, at his own expence, and 
disposing of his freight at some foieign port. 

"Rie inhabitants of the Ginque Ports were conreniently situated 
fbr trafficking to the continent with their neighbours on the opposite 
shore; and they could fit out a fleet to annoy an invading or a pi- 
ratical enemy. It was by their being- merchants and warriors, that 
they were raised to a seat in the national' assembly, with tiie great 
Barons of the realm^ before the citizens and burgesses of other cities 
and towns in the kingdom ;^ and they had the precedency of knights. 
It hath been said, that the qualification was changed to six hide» 
afW the Norman Conquest. 

As there are but few legislative hcia that have reached us, which 
passed in the national assembly, during the reigns of the fitst Norman 
Kings^ it may be difficult to determine, not only how the first coun-- 
cils of the nation were assembled^ but what power and privileges the 
members of them possessed. 



* WiIUm' Sax. Laws^ p. 70, 71. 
^Bradr'a Abs. t»Pe(7t, p. 180, 1«L— Matt West Kni^ton, and othcn^ 
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' Henry the first, in the sixteenth year of his reign, raised a tax 
on every hide of land, at tt^ marriage of his daughter ; but in the fol- 
lowing year, the Barons made terms with him, and obtained a charter 
of privileges* From that period, tbe Barons kept rising in their de- 
mands, and they increased with thk necessities of their Kings, until 
they obtained the great charter, and the charts of forests. 

But a material alteration was made by the Earl of Leicester, in 
summoning persons to assemble in their great council, after Henry 
liie Third and Prince Edward were made prisoners at the battle of 
Lewes. The royal family being in the power of the Earl and his 
party, their first step was to deprive the King of jill authority which 
did not proceed from diemsdves. The Lords of Leicester and Glou- 
cester, and the Bishops of London and Chichester, were appointed the 
King's counsellors ; and he was obliged to sign such instructions as 
they presented to him^ under the threat of being himself deposed^ and 
the Prince kept a close prisoner. 

After they had enriched themselves with the spoils tak^ at the 
battle of Lewes, and had obtained grants of landships and manors 
belonging to the conquered party^ they judged it expedient to settle 
a plan of government. Leicester ordered writs to be issued in the 
king's name, to archbishops^ bishops, priors, and abbots, and such of 
the noblemen as wa^ of his party j and also to sherifis of counties, 
to the Cinque Ports, and to cities and borou^s, to send proper per*- 
•sons to parliament, to consult on the afiairs of the nation. 

1%e parliament which he assembled, seems to have been founded 
upon a more democratic basis than any one which had been held 
since the N^nman Conquer. Leicester's motive for this step, was to 
gain popularity, and to strenghten Ins party, that he might more 
easily humble his rivals among the great Barons, who looked with a 
Jealous eye at his rising greatness. Whether Leicester only restored 



* Hiat Mod. Europe, vol. 1, p. 41V.— Perog. Pari. p. 2SS,— HarL MSS. 
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the ancient mode of summoning persons from the emancipated cities 
and boroughs, or gave the first rude outline of our present house of 
commons, it answered his interested views; but neither he nor his 
partizans discovered, at the time, that they were laying a foundation^ 
for a power gradually to rise up, to rescue the kingdom from a regal 
and aristocratical tyjranny. 

The ancient writs, or summonses to parliament, were first ad- 
dressed to the Barons and Bailiffs of the Cinque Ports, as they now 
are to the Governor of Dover Castle, They were ordered, in the writ 
issued in the reign of Henry the Third, to send four of their most 
legal and discreet men, to consider on such business as the parliament 
was to take into consideration ; and more especially on the enlarge- 
ment of Prince Edward. 

After the King was delivered out of the hands of his counsellors, 
or rather his keepers, he omitted to summon the citizens and the bur- 
gesses to the parliament, which was called in the fifteenth year of his 
^-etgm ; and it is veiry probable, that they were not summoned again 
until the twenty-second year of the reign of Edward the First. Some 
have been inclined to believe, that the summoning of citizens and 
burgesses, and the Barons of the Cinque Ports, were coeval with each 
'lOther ; but the services which the associated ports had long rendered 
to the difierent Kings, and the privileges they had obtained, before 
Biher. cities and towns had charters of emancipations and liberties, 
^eems to render such an opinion very doubtful. There is so little to 
be gathered from the scanty pages of historic legislation of this early 
date, that the antiquaries have been perplexed to fix on an eera, 
when, the cities and towns first sent representatives to parliament, and 
what particular class of people elected them. It has also been ques- 
itioned, whether the persons who were sent, in obedience to tlie king's 
writ, could be considered as acting under the instructions of their 
electors. 
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Emancipation was too highly valued at that time^ either for* the 
Barons of the Cinque Ports, or the inhabitants of free cities and bo«> 
roughs, to delegate any member of their body, to use their own plea- 
suite, or to do any act, which might in its consequences tend to injure 
l^ir privileges ; and it is very clear, that they restricted their repie-' 
sentatlves, in their common assemblies, to act as they directed them. 
Even Oliver Croffl.weU, when he issued his summons for a parliament, 
A. D. 1656, considered the persons to be sent fix>m the Cinque Ports; 
9B receiving authority firom their constituents. He required that they 
wotikl send one Baron from each of the ports of Sandwich and Dover, 
and also from the town of Rye, of the best and most wise of their body, 
to appear at the day aud place appointed ; and he required further, 
that di0y might have full and sufficient' authority from their ports, to 
con9»it to those things which i^hould^ be proposed to them, lest, through 
th^tdefect of such power, the public bu^ness might be retarded. The 
names prefixed to this writ, were John Lambert, John Deshborough, 
and Robert Blake, constable, warden, and admiral of the Cinque Ports, 

Whai Edward the Fir»t intended to raise money by tallage,, to 
recover his continental towns and castles, several of the cities and bo- 
rou^s w«re grown rich by industry and commer«e, under their char- 
tears, and the I^ing mi^t prefer the calling of a parliament, upon the 
same plan, and for the same reason, that L^cester had done. The 
parliament called by Edward, is the .first in which there is any cer- 
tainty oi the citizens and burgesses being summoned by royal authority. 
They agreed, in that assembly, to give the King a certain psurt of their 
property, as tallage.; and. as this was done without compulsion, he nei- 
ther hazarded the displeasure, nor the loss of the loyalty of his subjects. 

As money was to be obtained, by gaining the consent of the 
people, through their xepresentatives, the plan of siunm<ming the citi- 
zens and burgesses to parliament, se^ns to have been preferred to the 



' Mr. Boys' Col. p. 757. 
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demanding of supplied in the high tone of anjthority, which might be 
resisted. The persons who were sent to parliament from the Cinque 
Ports, were for several years allowed a stipend' from their constituento, 
to support them during their absence. They had two shillings a day 
until the year 1576, and from that period four shillings, until the bar« 
tering system was fully established, and then their pay ceased. Hie 
supporting of their representatives had been considered as a heavy 
burden by several towns, and Aey endeavoured to evade it, by not 
making any return to the writ, which was probably at finst addressed 
to the principal inhabitants of the place. To prevent this growing 
evil, the writs w^e sent to parsons high in office, who might be answer- 
able for any omission ; and the writs of the Cinque P(^ts were sent to 
the Constable of Dover Castle. This might be the means of insuring 
regular returns to the writs, and this might be all that was originally 
intended ; but it led on step by step, until the Barons of the Cinque 
Ports were deprived of the privilege of electing their own Tepresenta^ 
tives. 

As early as the reign of Henry the Sixth, a trafficking sjrstem was 
bqgun by the mayor and magistrates of the town of Dover, either with 
the consent or the connivance of the Constable of the Castle. They 
entered into an agreement with tiie mayor and jurats of Favershain, 
that for forty shillings annually paid to them, they should once in three 
or four years, name a person to represent than in parliament. This is 
a striking proof, that the sending of members to parliament was not 
valued thai as it is at present, as it could be purchased at such an easy 
rate, nor could the person returned make so much of the traffick ; but 
poverty and venality have always been alwt when there was any thing 
to be gained by the bargain. 

About this time, the inhabitants of the Cinque Ports petitioned 
that their representatives might be permitted to return home, after an 
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abaenee of foor weeks, or onlj a poft of tfaem to remain, acoOrdiog to 
aadent custom ; bot the sftatMite wbkb passed in the reiga of Hearjr 
tiie Sioith, to limit the electors Totiiig for kni^ts o£ Ae shire, b the 
eocner-stone of that beotering fiJirick whi<di corporate bodies have 
since raised upon it Many have considcied it as an aristoeratic 
act of power, whidi weimded the prindpks of our constitatioB, bj de* 
pririi^ electors of Xfaeir voles; bat thej have jwt attended to tfaitt mass 
of contqoftion wfakh it hath difiiised thiough the body poJlitic If we 
mafy judge from the words of the statute, they go no ftvther than to 
say, the evils which are mentkned mi^t arise; and this seems to 
hnply a doabt, whether the passing of the act was a necessaf y or only 
a politicid precaution. The statute not oidy diminished the nvmber oi 
votes in counties, bait it pointed out to the mlers of corporate towns, 
how much n^gbt be done within thenr own jmisdictioAs, by passing a 
iew bye taws. When awieiit records hove been destroyed,, or des^n^ 
edly witlvheid, it may be difficult to ti^oe the first eocroachmeirti en 
tibe ccmniod rights cif the people in partididar franchises ; butitbcev^ 
tain, ftom antfaentic documents, that the n»f ois and jurats of the 
Cimfoe Ports^ attempted to iateednce the ariatecratic system of ga<ver»* 
ment into each of their junadictiansy as early as the reign of Henry the 
£i^th. 

A few intereated indrndnals had formed the design of secuorii^ alA 
power to themseives, at a mine eaiiy period ; bat it was, at the time i 
have meationcd, syst^naticafiy pnrswid by l^e magis4rate»» who were 
ftdly oonvinoed, that they never cocdd ^keans nradi in their «tf da) 
capacities, until tiiey cadd secure » permaoaeiit auitherity in HhIp 
f cs p eetiw towns. Jw theae was bot HtOe proinbitity of fixing tfaeasK 
selves updn the bench ibr life, by (^en force, they adopted a moiid 
slow but certain method^ whitb- was, fay endeaveaoring gradually to 
extend their authority, by narrowing the privileges of the free Barons. . 

At a meeting of the Cbtfft of BroCferhood, A. D. 1 572, the mayors, 
jurats, and members assembled^ de«eed« that no person in future 
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i^ould be elected to represent either of the Cinque Ports^ or < their 
ancient towns, in parliament, unkss they were free- Barons, and na^ 
dent in- the port or town, or an adviser of ihe ports, under a penalty of 
forty pounds. The decree was evidently intended to introduce :lier 
majesty's ministers, or some of the courtiers, into the impffitant office 
of representatives of the Cinque Ports, for such favors as they had or 
might bestow upon them. As this dectee did not deprive the freemen 
of their vote, and they had no prospect of gaining the honourable sta-^ 
tion themselves, they might think it a matter of indiffeFenoe who rejpse^ 
fiented them ; and from the interested motives of the few, and the inat* 
tention of the nmny, we may trace, as from' a poisonous spring, that 
stream of corruption which has palsied the whole body, politic. . 

If the free Barcms of Dovier made any opposition to the decree^ 
the record of it has not reached us ; and if. they did not. silently assent^ 
they reluctantly submitted, and the magistrates were determined. to 
secure the advantages they had gained;' Six years had hardly elapsed^ 
bdbre they made their grahd attack to restrain the f^ee Barons from 
voting for a representative in pairliament. They fimnod a. plan to 
narrow the path to the freedom of the towoli,>that they might secure to 
themselves every place of emoluQient worth accepting within their 
jurisdiction. Some of the magistrates in the different ports, either; were 
not equally active, or they met with mrare opposition, than the magi- 
strates did at Dover, and they retired from a contest which they could 
not legally support.' This alarmed th^ fears of those who had secured 
the fortress, and every avenue leading to it, provided they could p»- 
suade the Court of Brotherhood to support their own decrees. In 
order to stop the defection which appeared m some of their members, 
the most active of the delegates. A, D. 16Q3, introduced the sid^ject 
again, for the fturtfaer consideration of the court. 



■ See an A<st of Cessioii of lUgto. 
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In.^ pnmaable of the decree which they passed, they, recited ^ 
part qf the former decree^ which they, said had bee^n found by expeii* 
eace whofescme and profitable to the public weal of the Cinque Ports^ 
and their ancient town^r^nd members ; for it was n^Mle upon good ai^ 
due coiiMderation ; and yet the same had not been observed, to the 
great prejudice of the ports, their towns and members,, They therefore 
again ordained and established, '' that if the mayors, jurats, and com- 
monality of the. said Cinque Ports, and their ancient towns, at any time 
or times hereafter, shall elect or chuse any person. or persons to be ^ 
Baj^on.fw any of the said ports or towns, to represent them ij^ parlia* 
ment, excepting, such a person be a freeman, and. an inhabitant of the 
pwts, thieir two ancient towns, or their members, or ^me one of them, 
l^fore or at the day of test of any writ; that then the 'mayor, jura.^^ 
and. commoners, of every, of the s^d Cinque Ports, and their two a^, 
cient towns, s)mU /orlieijb a^ p^y, for every time so ofiending, the siup 
of forty ppunds, to be recovered by actipn oi d^t^ biU, or plaint,. toi 
be prosecuted, in ;any of his.m^^^ty^s courts of record, within any of; 
the Cinque Ports, or their two ancient towns, that will sue for the 
same, wh^re^ no essa]gn,rpi;atectio]t, or w^ogjer of the lawi ^^1 be 
allow^thc; defendant^, or any, of .th^m. ,And it is fiqrth^ ;ordained 
and established, that every ^pl^iptiff, in. every such action, to be prose- 
cuted as aforesaid^ by,vii:tue of this ficit,: against , any offender, shall 
recover his ordinary cost in the prosecution. And it is .forther or- 
dained by the inayors, jurats, aiid eommqners, of the said Cinque Ports, 
and their two ancient towp^, ni^w ^sembled, that if any. freeman of the 
said ports cnr .towns, shall go about to give votes, for electing jany per- 
spp whatsoever, to be. a Baron of the said Cinque Ports, or their two 
ancient towns, to any parBament.hereaft^r> than in this act mentioned, - 
that then every freoinan, for ^very time so offending,, shall forfeit the. 
sjom of ten pounds, to be rejcovii^red as before directed.-' .. 

One moiety of the penalties, forfeited under this decree, was to be 
distributed among such of the ports.as c^i^^red this law, made by the, 
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delegates of the Cmqne Ports, and the other to any fteemasi who would 
me for them. In order to make this act pitMicIy known, it was di-» 
rected to foe read at the next hmidred court, in erery oneof the Cinque 
Ports, and their two ancient towns, and upon every day of the election 
of a Baron to serve in parliament, under the pain of every head c&cet 
forfeiting the sum of ten pounds for every negiect. This decree laid 
a foundation for each of the corporate bodies of the ports, and their 
two ancient towns, to raise different political superstructures in each 
of their separate jurisdictions. 

Strange as it may appear, this ordiaance continued in force 
until the year 162S, when it was vefry much shaken by a resolution of 
tiie House of Commons ; as it was determined, that every freeman and 
burgess ought to have a voice in the election of a representative to 
serve in parliament* This resolution, in mote favourable tinkes, would 
have restMed the rights to the freemen j but the turbulent reigns of 
tiie Stuarts encouraged the magistrates to hold ^t the power they 
had obtained, until it was wrested ffn/rn them by the strong arm of 
the law. 

The CcMistable of Dover Castle, ^din^ the mayors and jurats 
cMitinued to keep fast the advantages 'they had gained, he was de* 
sirous of dividing the privileges with them, and returning one refm^*- 
sentative himself, for each of the Cinqub Ports, and their two ancient 
towns. The wish of the Constable was gratified by the delegates of 
the Court of Brotherhood, and this union of power and interest was 
not easily broken by a detached number of pe^le ; but the frfeemen 
attempted it towards the close of the reign of Charles the Second. 

In the year iQjQy a precept was tent to the Constable of Dover 
Castle, and in his absence to his deputy, John Strode; esquire, for 
the free Barons of the town 6f Dover, to return two representatives to 
parliament. On the day of election, the freemen had the resoluti<m 
to form an union to assert their rights, of giving a rote to a Candidate 
of their own nomination, and they had a majority of votes at the 
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olonng of (be fxilL To the return which tiiey made, there was an- 
nexed an ind«itiire» between John Strodetesquiie* the deputy goverpor 
of Domer CSastle, on the one part, and the commonalty of the town 
on the other, witnessii^, that they had elected WUliam Stokes and 
Thomas Papillion, esquires, theit xepresentatives in parliament, and 
to Hum instnmient there was prefixed the common seal of the town. 
There was also a second letitm, said to be. an indenture, witnessing, 
that George West, deputy mayor, J« V. and A« N. jurats, fire of the 
common council, and ten pemont more called Barons, who had met 
in a fiiil hundred, and chosen Thoons Papillioa and John Strode, 
gentlemen, to represent them in parliament, and to this instramest 
there were eighteen seals fixed, but no seal of office ; yet this was 
called a good return, well and truly made* 

Under the influence of power, such irregularities as these had 
been praticed, a considerable ;tim9e, in defiance of diartered rights^ 
and the law of the realm* As ike statute which passed in the reiga 
of William and Mary, did not intpose fines and unprisonmento; it was 
not regairded in privileged jurisdictions ; for in the preamble to tiie 
next act of parliament, it is said, ^' that whereas false and double re» 
twms of members to serve in paiiiameait, are an abuse of trust in mat* 
ters of the greatest consequence to the kingdcun, and not only an 
injury to the persons duly chosen, by keeping them ifrom their services 
in the House of Commons, and putting them to great expence, to make 
their election appear, but also to the counties, cities, boroughs, and 
the Cinque Ports, by which they are chosen, and the business of par- 
liament disturbed and delayed ; and it being high time to stop such 
proceedings, it is enacted, lliat all lalse and douUe returns, wilfully 
made, sh^U be illegal, and the dffitere making tbem tiable to pay treble 
damages and costs of suit.^ As this was too great a risk for the mayors 
of the Cinque Ports individually to support, for. making fisdae retumsi, 
bdli the Concrtable and the corporations were oM iged to give up their 
pretentions of right to return representatives for the Cinque Ports; 



Digitized by 



Google 



XXXU IKTEODUCTIOir. 

'Hie only method the rulers of the people had then kft^ was to 
narrow the path to the fifeedom of the. towns. While t&e bje laws- of 
the magistrates were implicitly'obeyed, they either received or rejected 
the v(^;es of die non-resident freemen^ as it suited their purpose; and 
their rights of yoting depended upon the \7ill of the mayor and his 
brethren. In the contested election in 1770, it was judged expedient 
to settle this point, by an appeal to the: House of Commons. The 
question to be determined was this, whether a majority of the resi*^ 
dent fbeiemen in the town oi:^ht to return their tepreaentativesin par- 
liament, independently of the non-iesident freemen? The committee 
rfesolvedy that the 'resident and the non-resident freemen have a voice. 

The bringing in the non-^resident Ireemen, and ^ the oppositioai 
which magistrates have met witli, hath entailed sudb an enormous eac*^ 
pence upon the candidates at a contested election at Dover, that 
country gentlemen cuinot any longer prudently offer themselves, and 
those who do, generally waste their property in the contest. 

Tl^ port of Hastings, and the >twb ^ancient towiis.of Winbhelsea 
and 'Rye^ still, continue under the influenoe of a few persons, by being 
•kept in ignorance of their ancient privilisges^ and their chartered rights ; 
but when their Customais are made public, they may, perhaps, inquire 
by what authority they have been deprired of their rights^ and the 
reason they have been vdth4ield from them. 

The dndent and the late method of raising the Militia and Land Forces 
in the Cinque Ports^ and their Members. 

The inhabitants of the Cinque Ports, and their m^nbers, by their 
situation on tiie coast, were frequently obliged, in the tAvly part of 
their history, to unite and guard the shore, to prevent pimtkal parti<ii< 
laiiding, and plundering their towns. All persons admitted to the 
common privileges of the Cinque Ports, were sworn to keep watch 
and waid. In times of public danger, they had nj^t 2 watches* for 
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guarding their walls, and day watches on the coast, if their Wardens 
judged it expedient for their common safety ; but they were not to be 
marched beyond their own jurisdictions, unless it was for the assist- 
ance of each other, as it would have been leaving their own habita- 
tions in a defenceless state. 

The being embodied under their own leader, to defend their own 
towns, and to assist each other, induced Charles the First to call on 
them to raise three hundred men for the land service ; he assured 
them, that their complying with his request, should not be considered 
at any future time as a precedent to encroach on their privileges. 

The Barons of the Cinque Ports considered themselves exempt 
from this kind of service, and they did not raise any men ; and the 
Constable of Dover Castle was ordered to levy a tax of three pounds 
each, for as many persons as they were deficient. As they had not 
raised a single person, he issued his order for levying a tax of nine 
hundred pounds, for raising and equipping the three hundred men for 
the King's service. The Barons of the Cinque Ports, and all their 
members, excepting Rye^ refused to pay the fine ; but the inhabitants 
of that town purchased their exemption for thirty pounds. This was 
considered as a concerted scheme between the King and the Constable 
for fixing a precedent, for raising land forces within the jurisdiction of 
the ports, on a future occasion. Several attempts were afterwards 
made and uniformly resisted, and when they were called upon in the 
high tone, of authority, and threatened with chastisement in case of 
denial, they applied to counsel, and as his opinion Was not so decisive 
as they wished, they pleaded an exemption from immemorial custom, 
from raising land forces for the King's service ; as they were appre- 
hensive the demand might be repeated and enforced by a power they 
could not resist, they determined to petition parliament, but they 
were prevented by a sudden dissolution of it. 

In this critical situation application was made to the Chancellor, 
and they pleaded their exemption by charter, by statute, and by 

/ 
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^ustpm ; s^pcl thpy coa^l^ed ^Hh saymg^ that it was contrary to their 
privileges, apd endangering the wfety of their towns^ to maroh them 
out of their jurisdictions* The Chancellor referred them to the Lord 
Chief Justice Finch, and the other judges, and they left the subject 
open for further consideration. 

fn the year 1643, Sir Jame^Oxcdden, Sir Edward Boys, and John 
Poys, esquires, addressed a joint letter to the speaker of the Cinque 
!Ports, and requested that they would join with the counties of Kent, 
Suss^ex, Surry, and Hampshire, in raising a body of land forces for 
the defence of the country, and more especially Kent ; and to have 
one thousand foot, and one hundred hoiMinen, to guard the coast. 
This letter being read to the delegates of the ports, at a Court of Bro- 
therhood, those from Ha,stings, Komney, Dover, and Sandwich, were 
decidedly against it, Hind they declared that they werer not to be asaem* 
tailed nnder any leader, but the Constable of Dorer Castle, and in de^ 
fcnc^ of their own towns. They considwed the privilege of remaining 
at home, to defend th^ own dwellings, wast granted to them by the 
charte? of Edward the Fourth, which sayii, ^^ We have granted to our 
Bajfons and good men, that they, and their heirs and mcces$ov% and 
oth^ ];e9ideBl|s whatsQever, within the ports and members, contribo* 
lK>r»,. or Krhp ^haU \m contributora to the service o£ shipping, may for 
^ver be qui^ of aU aids^ subsidies, contributions, taUage^ and scot» 
whatsoever^ i^hich froi» th^an, or any of tbem» by reason of theiir lands^ 
^nement& a^d rent9^ goods^ and chattels, or any of them, whicH now 
th/ey may have, or fto«o heo^orth may have» by us or our heirs^ oi> 
hailiflfe, or nnni&tew of us oi wjf heirs, ought or might be expected, 
if th^ afor^esaid grajnt to them had not been made ; and that whenso- 
ever the commonalty of the counties of our kingdom of England, and^ 
^ citizen? and btJJlgesses, and boroughs of the said eomties of the 
same kingdom, have granted a teal^ or fifiteentii» or fmy other scot or 
ta^ whjatsoever> of tih«k moveable goods, or of their landsj, tenements, 
or rept^ to usi our heirs or successors, shall make to be taxod through* 
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Mtt £tlglilfid» the BardnA afer^said,^ their heits aiid i^o^eies^ts, and 
mtmt ports and membeitA^ atid the landi^ and tbheitibnt^i and goods and 
chattels of tli^ afof esaid Baroii^, their heir^ and srueee^sorsy and other 
rc«d«rtts, and every of thefti, whether Withifl the liberties 6f the said 
portfiF and members thej shall be, ot #ith6i>t ift the couMies of Kent 
and Susse:it^ to th£ «se of our heirs shfl)l not be taxed, dii^€ifaified, tnoj^ 
lested, or in any thing grieved, but for ete* qtfit, though fliey iiiay b€ 
partiesy agents, ot some of them pa^y agettts, from* g^antiiifg i6 such 
grants/' 

The words of this charter agreeing With their relent cu^onots, the 
Barons of the €inqiae Potts co6sidered themselves, amf their residents,- 
exempted froBS aM service, eieepti^g the fitti*ig: <Wili of their sMps fyf 
thie King:'s fine. But thib did riot fermitiate the eoiitesC ; foi ^Mh SJif 
Edward Gmildford was* Constable of the C^(!le, he? fssiked k niaA^fe, 
for the ports to raise a certain liut^ber of niefrftrf the aYmy, aiitf tl^y 
answered ag^ii, ttiat they weipe ntift to be draWn^ from th^i*' o'^h fran- 
chise, nor sent to aay foreigiy sei^vice, not even^ if fte King was^ therii 
in person. 

This was' rfbotut the fifteenth year 6f th« itei^ <rf JKnry ifRc? 
Eighth ; add it Wta then tbat they ilr^t iiti^s^* for the sea^ si^rvice; 
within the jurisdictidrt of the Cinqute Portsi They tfntfomiiy resisferf 
raising any lAetf to serve iu' the field', uttlSl the stattitesr v^^ere paSserf iif 
the reign^ of Chavlea the Sefeond, whieh* art now considered thfe 6W 
militia laws. 

It was then enacted, that the Constable of Dover Castle, should 
have power to put in* execution all the authority given^ to the Keute*» 
nants of counties, within^ &e liberties of the Ciift}«ie Ports,^ relative' to 
tiie raising of the militia. As tiie BiEurbns of the ptotb had been chained 
with a greater number of arms and armed men than otiiev ji^opts" df the 
kingdom^they were not to'be charged for their e«ttt«etf itf tHfeadjttbehl? 
counties higher m prbport!on than oth^ persons, nor Weri? tHey tb'be 
marched beyond their oWn towns, to any ex;eitise widiin thd'douhti^s; 
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The penalty for refusing to raise a horseman was foirty pounds, 
apd five pounds for every footman. The new militia laws, which 
repealed the old statutes, left the Cinque Ports in the same situation, 
for their ordinary meetings for training a company, were not to ex- 
ceed four times in a year ; neither were they, or their officers, obliged 
to be out any longer time, on any exercise or muster. This was raising 
a mob, at a considerable expence to individuals ; and if it gratified 
the vanity of a few persons, who obtained the titles of colonel and 
captains, it could never be of any national service. 

During the American war, the Warden of thfe Cinque Ports was 
desirous of shewing his zeal for the cause in which he was embarked, 
and instead of calling out the militia in the usual way, he proposed 
the raising of a regiment by subscription for general service, to be 
called the Cinque Ports Volunteers, who were to serve during the war, 
but not to be sent out of the kingdom. 

This scheme was eagerly, promoted by the leading men in the 
different ports, and their mjemljers, and many of them were rewarded 
with commissions, which were considered of more importance than 
contending for ancient privileges. While the Right Hon. William 
Pitt was Constable, he summoned the delegates of the ports and their 
niembers, to meet him at Dover Castle, to consider of a plan for 
raising by subscription several companies of horse and foot, to be 
called Fejicibles. This plan was also adopted, and the following 
sums were raised to carry it into execution. 



£. 8. d. 



The Right Hon. W.Pitt, 
Warden of theCinque 
Ports, and Constable* 
of Dover Castle, 

Colonel North, Governor > ^00 
of Dover Castle, S , 

John Trevanion, esq. 100 



1000 











£. s. d. 

Charles Small Pybus, esq. 100 

John Smith, esq 50 

Port of Dover, 885 2 6 

Sandwich, .... 887 18 6 

Hastings, ..... 335 5 

Romney, 104 17 6 

Hithe, 92 12 
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Town of Rye, 

Winchelsea, 
Fayersham, 
Folkstone^ .. 
Fordwich, - 

Deal, 

Seaford, ... 
Tenterden, 



j9. 8. d. 

398 5 

327 

236 16 6 

144 14 

93 

218 9 

50 

167 



£. 8. d. 

538 16 6 

105 

30 

270 

186 

73 15 

Beakesbourne, 36 16 



Town of Margate, .. 
Saint Peter, 
Birchinton, 
Ramsgate, . 
Walmcr, .. 
Sarr, 



The men, when raised, were to be under the general of the dis- 
trict, and to be marched wherever he directed them, in case of actual 
invasion. This was, in effect, cancelling their ancient privileges, and 
preparing the way to connect the Cinque Ports with the county ; and 
this was the use their Warden made of it. In the statute which was« 
passed for raising seamen, the county of Kent was to raise a fixed 
number, and the port of Dover was to raise twenty-seven of them, and 
the other ports in proportion, according to the number of houses in 
each parish ; and it cost Dover, and two of its members, the follow- 
ing sums. 



Parishes. Houses. 

St. Mary, 1152 

St. James, 230 

Charlton, 29 

Ringwould, 24 



Sums. 

£418 16 lOf 

83 12 5i 

10 10 lOJ 

8 4 6^ 



In consequence of an act which passed in 1798, to provide for 
the better security of the kingdom, the Warden issued his precept to 
all mayors and bailiffs, within his jurisdiction, and directed them to 
instruct the churchwardens and overseers of each parish, to make an 
accurate return of every person residing in their respective parishes, 
from fifteen years of age to sixty ; and how many incapable of active* 
service,, by reason of age and infirmities ; how many engaged as vqluii^. 
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teers, and in what corps ; and how many willing to be exercised, and 
to stand forward for the defence of the kingdom. They were also to in- 
form the Constable, whether they wonld serve gratuitously, or for hire ? 
whether as boatmen or bargemen, or drivers of carriages, horses, or 
cattle ? or whether they would act as pioneers or labourers^ in such 
works aa might be deemed necessary for the public service ? They 
were also to make retunas of all alicQS, or quakers, and other persons, 
male and female, who were incapable from their sex, their age, their 
infancy, and their infirmities, of retreating before an invading enemy. 
They were also to mention the boats, barges, waggons, horses, and 
carriages, they could furnish, and the number of piersons, of diferent 
denoQftioations, tkey eotild raise, that t)ie King, or those who were 
acting under him, might determine on the most expeditious* methoct 
of removing those who were incapable of providing for their ownr 
safety, and> of taking away every thing which might be aseful to the 
enemy. The ConstaMe^» precept^ pfoduced the following return for 
lAie parish of S'ft. Mary, in Do^er; 



Total of men capable of active > y/LLL 

service^ from 15 to 60 > 

Infirm and not fit for service — 34 

Serving ioidiffbient volunteer corps 329 

Aliens ..., 23 

Quakers.,,..^ 23 

Persons which from infancy^ ^ 

infirmity^ and other causes^ i^^og 
ilicapable qf providing forC 

themselves ^ 

Oxen ^ 6 

Cows 42 

Young cattle 10 

Sheep smd goats 67 

Pigs , 298' 

Riding horses V—. ^ 



Draught horses L40- 

Waggons 22 

Carts 56 

Com mills ^.. 2 

Com the; can grind in a.week^ > 

quarters ..« S 

Ovens 

The quantity of bread they can > 

hake in,24 houris^ — aacka .« . l 

Wheat — quarters 75 

Oats ditto.. ^ 324 

Barley ditto 79 

Beans and peas — quarters 232 

Hay^lbads 50 

Slrow ditto 50 

PotatMs*--«saebi -- 1^ 



40 

28 

229 
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Emptj SMk» 5S3 

Malt— quarters 700 

Number of persons willing to^ 

serve on horseback^ armed> 11 
with swords and pistols ....) 

On foot> with firelocks 7— pikes 3 1 

Pioneers and labourers 31 

Pickaxes 4 



Spades ..•—.• U 

Sbo¥els « w.u*^ 30 

Bill-hooks .- 3 

Saws....^ ^ 51 

To serve as drivers of cattle .. .* 41 

To go with wagons and carts. * 10 

As guides 17 



The Warden^ at a meeting of the mayors and jurats of the ports, 
allotted them,, under an act for the more effectually raising and aAseiti^ 
bliog in England aa additional military force^ for the better defence 
and security of the united luiigdoms> X^ raise fotir hundred men fet 
the army of reserve, in the following proportions/ 

Hastings^ and its members S2f 

Sandwicb, Aito..« •«..« 67 

Dover, ditto Wl 

Romneyj ditto. ^« .^« «...«. 9 

Hithe, ditto 14 

Rye 16 

Winchelsea 5 

FaTersham...^.*»«..^ 24 



Folkstoms 13 

Seaford * ^ 

lidd ^..^..u 8 

Fosdiivtefa ^*^ ^-i.w^ % 

Tenterden 28 

Deal 46 

Pevensey 6 



The men were to be raised in the adjoining counties, and they 
were not to give more than thirty pounds for each noian. 

For trampling on the privileges of the Barons of the Cinque 
Ports, by- annexing them to the county, and for imposing these addi* 
tronal burdens, liiey voted the thanks of the meeting to their Consta- 
ble, for his able conduct in the chair. 

As there are now several precedents established, it must be ex- 
pected that the Cinque Ports will be called upon, at all future times, 



itt 



' la tha|VM>portio»iiig of the mAD, tii^y^ ]i»ve made six more tbtti OeCinqoe F(orts»oilght t^'lttur 

raised. 
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to raise tbeir quota of men for the land and sea service, in proportion 
to the .number raised by the counties ; and the privilege of any ex- 
emption will be soon forgot. 

The charter to the Barons of the Cinque Ports, is kept locked up 
in a chest, with two keys, at Romney ; but there are very few of the 
inhabitants who know any thing of the contents of it ; and if they 
have any privilege left, it will soon be lost. The act for raising the 
local militia within the jurisdiction of the Cinque Ports, has sweeped 
away a custom which had subsisted prior to the Norman Conquest, 
which, for its antiquity, ought to have been respected as the common 
law of the land. If double the number of men had been wanted, they 
might have been obtained by the volunteer system ; but there can 
never be so many procured by force. 

If the grants of our deceased Kings are to be disregarded, when 
they relate to the rights and liberties of the people, it cannot be ex- 
pected that the grants for pensions, annexed to sinecure places, can 
long be considered as sacred, when the privileges are no more. 

Wardship. 

Some have entertained an opinion, upon the slender foundation 
of what Lambard has said upon the subject, that wardship was in- 
cluded in the first privileges, granted by Edward the Confessor, to the 
Barons of the Cinque Ports. 

There is nothing improbable in supposing the Saxon Kings had 
the wardship of their minors, nor of their giving the privilege to their 
subjects ; for the Romans delivered both them and their property to 
the next of kin, on a supposition, that they would take care of the 
estate and the expenditure of the income, as they might succeed in 
case of death. 

This was providing for the security of the property, but it was ha- 
zarding the life of the heir, if the guardian was a cruel or an avari- 
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cioos peraon. The.nortfaeni nations had learned fremeKperience, that 
in the early ages of civilization, the delivering an infant to the care of 
the next in succession, was similar to the consigning of the lamb to the 
care of the wolf, when the life of a helpless child was the only impe-r 
diment between him and the fortune. Though it may be difficult to 
say when, and by whom wardship was first introduced among the iaha?- 
bitants of tbe cold regions of the north, they found it would be pniK 
dent and expedient to risk the preservation of the property, to secure 
the safety of the heir ; and they wisely conmiitted both to those wha^ 
had no personal interest in the succession. 

'Wardship seems to have been very early introduced, by military 
policy, into the plans of government on the continent ; but it remains 
a doubt, with some authors, whether it generally prevailed ia our 
islands prior to the Norman Conquest. William the Fir«t, towards 
the close of his. reign, judged it expediait to introduce a large body 
of Normans and Bretons, for the defence <rf the kingdom, which he 
quartered on the proprietors of lands. The great Barons consicbFed 
this as a troublesome and disagreeable measure, and they were desirous 
of adopting a plan which might render foreign aid unnecessary. 

At a gFeat council of the nation, to inquire into the internal 
strength of the kingdom, and to provide against any thi^eateoed dan- 
ger, they preferred holding of their lands of tlie King, by military 
tenure, to the having foreign troops quartered upon them. When 
they consented to this plan, they only intended to put tbe nation 
in a state of defence, but they were very soon convinced of their error. 
The Norman lawyers being deeply skilled in all the various exactions 
of the feudal law, they soon established wardships in England. The 
feudal Lord, under the title of wardship, claimed the custody of the 
heir, and the fee of the estate, until he arrived at the age of twenty- 



* Blackitone'fl Com. — Fortesque, c. 441 
g 
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one years. The heir of a sokeman was of a^ at fifteen ; and in bur* 
gage tenure, when he could manage his father's business with dexterity. 

When the Lord had the custody of the heir, and the fee of the 
estate, he had considerable power over both of them, for he had the 
absolute management of the land ; and could, during the minority, dis- 
pose of it, but he could not alienate. He was to provide for the heii 
according to his rank, and the residue of the rent was his own. 

This was always considered as a great hardship; and if the^ 
inhabitants of the Cinque Ports had ever smarted under it, they pro- 
cured the privilege of taking care of their own minors, as early as 
Edward the First, after the Conquest. It is said in his charter, " That 
neither we, nor our heirs, shall have the guardianship, or giving in 
marriage their heirs, upon the account of any lands they hold within 
the liberties of the ports, and for which we, or our predecessors, had 
not the guardianship, or giving in marriage their heirs, on account of 
their lands which they held within the liberties of the ports, without 
the let or impediment of us, or our heirs, for ever, any right to the con- 
trary in any wise notwithstanding.'" 

' When a person died within the libei'ties of the Cinque Ports, 
leaving a child or children, the mayor of the town^ and two or three of 
the magistrates9 claimed the right of taking an inventory of all the 
lands, tenements and reats, goods and chattels, to ascertain the anuual 
produce of the real, and the value of the personal estate. They next 
registered the names and ages of the minors, and then entrusted them 
and their property to a near relation, but not in succession. Those 
who accepted the trust, were obliged to give security in proportion to the 
value of tiie estate, to prevent the orphans suffering any injury, and the 
town from receiving any censure from the neglect of the magistrates.. 
An indenture, reciting every particular relative to the annual rent^ 



' Mr. Boys* Col. p. 512«— ^astomals. 
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iand the personal property, was signed by the mayor, to authorize the 
'guardian to receive the rents smd profits arising from the estate, and to 
apply them, during the pleasure of the magistrates, to the maintaining 
and educating the minors, according to their situation in life. The 
counterpart was signed by the guardian, and deported as a record in 
the mayor's coiut. 

If the minors had no relative living, the mayor might then cove- 
nant with a proper person, for a guardian ; but he was to use every 
precaution for preserving the property, and for maintaining the children. 

When the income exceeded the expences, the surplus was reserved 
for the benefit of the minors ; and either the guardian or his securities 
were to make good every smn which they had misapplied. If the rea- 
sonable expences exceeded the income, the mayor and jurats might 
raise money on their lands, and see that it was equitably expended on 
the minors, whether male or female. 

When their property consisted of ships or houses, which could not 
be repaired without injuring their income, the magistrates might then 
legally dispose of them at a public sale. At Romney, this power of 
alienation' did not bar the minors from repurchasing, when they arrived 
at the age of twenty-one years, if they could procure the means to ac- 
complish it. 

The mayor was to attend to the education of the wards of his 
•court whenever he pleased, and he was obliged to do it officially once 
in evCTy year. If he found them neglected, he could change their situ- 
ation, and compel the guardian to deliver up an account of his trust. 
He was to use the same precautions to prevent waste, by taking se- 
curity of lawful men of the town, to answer for any deficiency. If any 
sinister practices were proved against the guardians, the mayor* and 
jurats claimed the right of seizing, and selling all their goods and chat- 
tels, and making full restiUition for the injury the minors might receive. 



' Cutomali of Ronuiej, Winchelsea, Rye. * Mr. Boys' CoL |u 617. 
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Until this was done, the guardians could nat moke a will to be valid, 
and they were debarred from seeking a redress of their wroo^ in a 
court of law. 

If a ward died during the minority, the mayor and juirats of Sand* 
wich claimed a right of disposing of the personal estate, whick was 
done as in the case of a person dying intestate. They gave one part 
to the heir^, and the remainder for dbaritable purposes, and for a9 
many masses as were thought necessary for the salvation of tbe soul 
of the deceased. 

The Marriage of JVards. 

The right which the Lords claimed to the marriage of their wards, 
was founded upon the same principle as that law which restrained 
their vassals from alienating their lands, without the consent of their 
superior. 

The feudal Lords were too jealous of their authority, and too 
guarded in their policy, to suffer a female to carry her lands by mar- 
riage to an enemy ; for this would as effectually haye weakened their 
own power, as their vassals parting with their lands without their ap- 
probation. 

By the law of Normandy, the feudal Lord had a restraining 
power over his ward, as far as it regarded the safety of the community. 
This did not extend to an absolute disposal of her person ; but it laid 
a foundation for them to turn their negative voice to some advantage. 
From simple restraint, they proceeded to demand a premium for their 
consent, until they assumed an obsolute right over them. 'This seems 
to have been the case in England, soon after the Norman Conquest. 
As early as the reign of Henry the Third, it was enacted, that if any 
person married a ward, under the age of fourteen, without the consent 



* Cnstomal of ]|D«Nr.-«Mr. Bogrs' Col. p. 617.*^ttUf«i?iJLooti»e«,.p. 148.-«5Ut 31 Heny 3, cC 
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of the Lordp and against the peace of the King, he was to forfeit the 
value of the marriage, or as much as a jury would assess, or any one 
give for the allowance ; and he was to pay a fine to the King, or suffer 
imprisonment until he did it. 

When the ward was above the age of fourteen, and under twenty- 
one years, if she married without the consent of the Lord of the barony, 
he might hold the lands after the wardship expired, until he had re- 
ceived double the value of the marriage. Though the Lord had such 
absolute power over his ward, he was not to disparage her, by giving 
her to any one in an inferior situation ; and if any just complaint was 
made by her friends, the Lord forfeited all his profits arising from the 
wardship, to the use of the heir. This restraint on the marriage of 
wards, and the fine which was demanded by the feudal Lord, was con- 
sidered as a heavy burden by the Barons of the Cinque Ports, and they 
obtained an exemption ; and they had the privilege granted them of 
disposing of their minors in marriage ; and if the consent of the mayor 
and jurats was not first obtained, the penalty at Sandwich was one 
hundred pounds, and similar fines were due to the magistrates in the 
olii^r ports. 

The proving ofWilhy and granting Letters of Administration. 

Thougli iX hm been doubted^ whe|;her there be sufficient remains 
«f Saxon Qcck^ia^t^cal history, to asqart^in dcj^rly their method of aju^ 
thfiOticati^g and preserving of wi]ls,' ,it ba£ bee^ a&sqrted, that it W9» 
d<Hi« Moce this (Kwg «#d a |l)isjbop3 fts e$urly .^s tl^e ye^ of QhriAt eight 
hun^iTfld and eighty. 

As the b)£^<;^ o|f the dioc^s^ a<ot^ wi4^ rthe eiui dp ^ county 
comtf and with .the clM«f inag^strateinc^laiA'pr^^^ juri^ictions, 
it is pcobable that at .such times they proved w^ls, .^^id j^nade distribn- 



' Dofer CnstoniaL— Reeres' Hist. rsA. 1, p. 19.— Mr. fiojrsVCol. p. 536.— Spdman's Works, 

p. 130^ b. — Leges Qanati, c. 6S. 
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tions of the effects of persons dying intestate, during the reign of the 
TSaxon Kings in Britain. 

This practice might be introductory to the privilege of taking 
cognizance of the goods of the dead, which was afterwards granted to 
the magistrates of emancipated towns. When this grant was first made 
to Dover, or when it was last exercised, is uncertain ; but according to 
their Customals, they enjoyed the right from a remote period of their 
history. 

The person before whom the will was to be proved, in the liberties 
of the Cinque Ports, was appointed by the archbishop ; and very pro- 
bably he was an ecclesiastic residing in the town. As soon as the exe- 
cutor had proved the will, he was exempted from all spiritual jurisdic- 
tion. The mayor and the jurats then claimed the authority of com- 
pelhng the executw to deliver in an inventory of the goods of the de- 
ceased, and to render an account of his executorship, and to give a 
legal discharge. 

Granting Letters of Administratian. 

Whenever a Baron of the Cinque Ports died, dther within or 
without their franchises, and his death was certified to the mayor of 
the town to which he belonged, he took with him two or three magi- 
strates, and either the rector or vicar of the parish in which the deceased 
had lived, and they went to the widow,* and to every person who had 
any of his effects in their possession, at the time of his death, and they 
made them swear, upon the evangelists, that they would render an ac- 
count of all his debts and effects, with which they were acquainted. 

Two of the next of kin were then appointed administrators, who 
were sworn to exhibit an inventory of the goods and chattels of the 
deceased, on the day assigned them by the mayor. Aft^ the funeral 
expences and the debts were discharged, they made a division of the 



■ Mr. B0J8' Col. p. 526.»«tot. 27 Heury 8, c. 2S. 
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remaining part of the property, according to the custom of the townv 
At Sandwich, they adopted the practice of the Normans, by dividing 
the property into three parts ; one third was ^ven to the widow, ano- 
ther third to the children, and the residue to charitable purposes, as 
they supposed the deceased would have bequeathed it. If there were 
no issue, the property was then divided into two parts ; one moiety 
was given to the widow, and the administrators disposed of the other, 
with the consent of the mayor, by reserving a reasonable part for holy 
church, for charitable purposes, and for mending the roads. Even in 
the reign of Henry the Eighth,* the clergy were enjoined by statute, 
" to exhort, move, stir, and provoke" people to be liberal, and to ex- 
tend charitable alms towards the comfort and the relief of the impo- 
tent poor, not only in their sermons, but at the bidding of beads^ in 
the time of confession, and at the making of wills. 

When the administrators had finished their trust*, they were to> 
render an account of their administrations to the mayor and jurats,, 
in the presence of the rector or the vicar of the parish, and the friends- 
of the deceased, and they then received their discharge, which was» 
entered on the court rolls. 

When a merchant, or any mariner from the continent, died intes- 
tate in the port of Sandwich, and probably in the other ports, the* 
mayor and jurats, in the presence of the principal persons and mari- 
ners on board the ship,, examined all the^ merchandise belonging to 
the deceased,, and they took it into their own possession ; and such 
commodities as were perishable, were sold to the highest bidder, in 
the presence of the ship's company; and the money arising from the 
sale was deposited with the mayor. A letter was then sent, under the 
seal of office, to inform the magistrates of the town to which the de- 
ceased belonged, of the death of their burgess, and what property he- 
had. left, and what sum they had received for his perishable goods.. 
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Td tlieir Ifett^t, t^ey tiequested t speedy atiswet, properly authenti- 
cated, to Snforrn them of his heirs, that ^tdministtation might be 
granted to his feffects, and the mowey disposed of according to the 
usual custotn. 

If they came, his eflfects were deliveted tip to tbeM, tesemng a 
bmall portion for the good of his ficrtil, to be distributed to the minister 
of the parish, to the carmelites, and others, as ttie mayor, jurats, and 
the relations of the deceased agreed. After waiting a suflScient time, 
if they neither received any answer, nor aby person appeared, then the 
magistrates wefe conscientiously to dispose of the money and effects, 
to the most advantage, fbr the soul of the deceased, in the celebra- 
tion of masses, and in abns to the poor. Hiis tvas done, without any 
interposition of the ordinary. 
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CHAP. I. 



The first peopling of Dover doubtful. Arrival of Julius Casar. De-^ 
scription of the state of society on the coast of Kent hy him. The 
Counts of the Saxon Shore appointed. The Britannic Legion stati- 
oned at Dover. A bath built by them. The Romans leave England. 
The Saxons take possession. Their history involved in darkness. 

When we look back to that dark period of history, which treats 
of the first peopling of towns, cities, and islands, the scanty records 
of antiquity yield only a faint glimmering of light to direct the search 
of the inquirer ; and even this is frequently obscured by conjecture 
and fable. 

Whether Dover was first peopled by a tribe of emigrating Gauls 
firom the continent, or whether a more ancient colony of Britons were 
compelled to yield up the possession of it to their Gaulish invaders, 
may be equally uncertain, as the limits of the districts of the different 
tribes, settled in Kent, were unknown, as well as their civil and poli- 

B 
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tical history, prior to the invasion by Julius Caesar. During the rude 
and hostile state of society on the continent, when war, depredation, 
and hunting, were the chief sources from whence the wandering tribes 
drew their subsistence, and when the. strongest preyed upon the weak- 
est and made slaves of them, it may be supposed, with some degree of 
probability, that the oppresssed Celtic Gauls exerted every nerve, to 
escape from their unfeeling belgit conquerors. When they had re- 
treated to the shore, and could no longer resist the force which was 
opposed to them, their last resource was to embark in their slender 
vessels, with their wives, their children, and their weapons of war ; 
and to risk the dangers of the sea, in search of a more safe retreat on 
our island a 

The valley at Dover, in its rude and uncultivated state, was a 
desirable situation for a tribe of hardy adventurers. They found, on 
their arrival, a deep and secure bay for their vessels, sheltered from 
the tempestuous winds by lofty hills, with their sloping sides, at a 
small distance from the coast, well covered with wood ; and the neigh- 
bouring springs afforded them great plenty of fresh water. When the 
wants and the necessities of men could be so easily gratified, in the 
first rude state of society, it may be concluded, that a settlement was 
formed at Dover, prior to any remaining records of our history; for 
we have no authentic information,* until about fifty-five years before 
the birth of Christ, which was the time Julius Caesar first determined 
to visit our island. By the knowledge he had gained from traders, he 
had every reason to expect, that he should find a suspicious and reso- 
lute people to contend with on the coast. In this, he was not disap- 
pointed ; for when he arrived with his fleet in the valley, where the 
town of Dover has since been built, he found a hardy race of warriors 
ready drawn up on the cliffs to receive hirn. Thijs hostile appearance 
of the islanders, * induced him to relinquish his first design of landing 
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in the valley; and, after holding a council of war on board his own 
ship, he weighed anchor, and sailed towards the north east. 

Whether the language, customs, manners, and superstitious rights 
of our ancestors, at that early period, can be traced to any parent 
stock on the continent, is a subject more curious than interesting, 
after a lapse of so many ages ; but from Julius Caesar's description of 
the habits and arts of the people he met with on the coast of Kent, 
we leam that their towns were rather constructed for places of defence, 
than regular residence ; and that they were situated in woods, and 
on hills of difficult access, and surrounded with a deep ditch. In 
these strong holds they placed their women, their children, and what* 
ever they deiemed valuable. 

Their houses were raised with such materials ' as they found upon 
the spot. A few stakes driven into the ground, supported a roof, 
which they covered with grass, reeds, or rushes ; and the fence which 
inclosed the area of their habitation, was a kind of wicker work, plai- 
stered with clay. 

Their dress was as rude, and as simple, as their architecture. 
The skin of a domestic, or of a wild animal taken in hunting, served 
them for a garment by day, and a covering by night ; but even this 
was cast aside, both in war, and in the chace. 

This has induced authors of credit to conclude, that the an- 
cient inhabitants of our island, like the savages of warmer climates, , 
went naked,* to shew, to the best advantage, their ornamental 
finery of different metals, on their necks and their waists, in their joy- 
ous scenes of domestic festivity ; and to terrify their enemies, in the 
time of action, with the distorted figures which they painted on their 
skins. 

If there be individuals in polished societies, who are such vota- 
ries to fashion, as to forfeit their health, to display their embellish- 
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meDts to the best advantage to the public eye ; yet it would be a 
hasty conclusion to suppose, that a whole tribe of uncultivated barba* 
rians, would endure the chillic^ blasts of a winter's sky, to gratify 
their vanity. 

Though the inhabitants on the coast of Kent had> made but a 
small progress in the useful arts, self-defence Had taught them, to form 
offensive weapons, and they had learned to construQt the war chariot. 
They had a. spear,' and a sword; and from the skins of beasts they 
made shields, breast-plates, and helmets, to defend themselves in the 
time of action; but they were cast away as an inqumbrance, when 
they were pursued by the enemy. 

It is a curious fact, that the war chariot, used liy the inhabitants 
on the coast, attracted the attention of Julius Caesar; and he remarked, 
that they had the swiftness of the horse, and stability of the foot, in 
battle. As the war chariot had never been adopted either by the Ro- 
mans, or the Germany, or the Gauls, from whence could the Britons 
derive their knowledge of this method of fighting ? It could not be 
from t)ie mountainous and rocky. coiuntry of Greece^ ^ nor from the 
fijalds of Indostap, where they used the war chariots ; but the Phcene- 
cians might import it from Judea, when they came to traffick for tin ; 
or the leader of an emigrating tribe from the north, who settled in 
K^ent, might introduce it. 

From whatever country or people they acquired this knowledge, 
it was not accompanied with any. of the useful arts ; for in building a 
v^sel, the natives were not advanced beyond the rude attempts of 
untaught savages. The sides of the vessel used by Ulysses,* are de- 
scribed as having been formed with oziers, and the inhabitants on the 
coast of Kent constracted theirs in a similar manner. They nuide 
tljiem of wicker work, and they cov^ed them with raw hides, to keep 
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out the wat^r. Their sails were made with skins of beasts, and their « 
tackling of the same materials, cut into thongs. This description, 
given by Julius Csssar, may be considered as authentic ; but his ob- 
servations on the domestic customs of our ancestors, are more liable 
to error ; as he had not an opportunity of examining, at his leisure, 
iato their habits and manners in dieir retirement. He accused them 
of fcmning a kind of matrimonial society ; in which ten or twelve per- 
sons had a conmiunity of wives, who were as near in consanguinity 
aa father, son, and brother ; and from this unnatural and incestuous 
intercourse, he has represented the ofispring as belonging to him, to 
whom the women were married. He might ground this accusation 
upon no better authority, than by slightly observing, that the family 
all slept in the same room. Their houses consisted of but one apart- 
ment ; and in the middle of it, in cold weather,' they lighted a fire, 
and the whole family slept on the ground round it, on moss or rushes. 

The Britons, like the Celtic nations, were addicted to sloth ; and 
tibey were as fond of intoxicating liquor& as the continental Gauls. It 
was war and the chace which roused them f^om their indolence ; and* 
when they laid down their weapons, they naturally sunk into their ha* 
bitual inactivity; and they, either rioted in excess, at wasted their* 
time in listless ease. 

From this confined sketch of the habits and arts of the ancient 
inhabitants of Dover, we may form a general idea of the skill, and 
the spirit of the people, which Julius Ceesar Had to contend with, 
when his fleet anchored in the bay, where the town has since been 
built. The Romans used Dover as a port, from their first tettlement 
in Britain, and they had a road leading from Bastbrook-gate to Can- 
terbury ; yet, if we admit what they built on the castle bill, and in 
the town, the scanty records of history will afford us but little infor- 
mation, of what they did in this valley, from the arrival of Julius 
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Caesar, to tlie reign of Diocletian. Prior to the time of this Eiiiperor, 
the hardy and adventurous pirates of the north had frequently infested 
the narrow seas ; and in their expeditions towards the south, they 
plundered the inhabitants on the coast,' on both sides of the channel. 
As this was distressing the friends and allies of the Romans, they 
found it necessary to send a fleet, to check their ravages, and G. Ca- 
rasius was ordered to Britain for that service. He soon discovered, 
that with a little management, he could amass wealth in his new em- 
ployment ; and he adopted a plan to enrich himself, at the expence of 
the friends of the Roman republic. When the pirates were sailing 
towards the south, in search of pillage, Carasius suffered them to 
pass unmolested, tliat he might plunder them of their booty on 
tlieir return. This practice encouraged the northern pirates to en- 
crease their depredatory visits, and they harrassed the inhabitants 
on the coast of Germany and Gaul, and kept them in continual 
alami ; and in the reign of Constantine the Great, that Emperor 
found it necessary to send into Britain, and into other provinces of 
the extensive dominions of the republic, several military officers called 
Counts,^ with a certain number of men under them. These officers 
were known by the title of Comites August ales j as early as the days 
of Augustus Caesar. They attended at court, and they were the com- 
panions of the Emperors. Those who stood the highest in royal favour, 
were advanced to the most honourable stations. Some were appointed 
to be the governors of provinces, and others the commanders of towns 
and castles. An officer of this rank was sent by Constantine the Great, 
with a fleet, to clear the German ocean, and the British seas, of the 
northern pirates, and to guard the coast on each side of the channel, 
from Denmark to Gaul. This extent of coast was included under 
the name of the Saxon Shore ; and the officer who commanded in this- 
extensive district, was called the Count, and he fixed his chief resi- 
dence in Britain. 
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It will bie wandering too far beyond the limits of a local history, 
to inquire, whether the Saxon Shore extended to both sides of the 
channel ; for if it was confined to the continent, the maritime Count 
came with his fleet to our coast. Experience soon taught him the ne- 
cessity of seeking safe harbours, where he might find provisions for 
his fleet, and a shelter from storms, and at the same time conveniently 
situated to annoy the enemy. He fixed on the nine following stations^ 
which were called Roman Ports; and they were used as such, until 
their fleet was withdrawn from our island. 

1. The first place, towards the north, was Branodtmntan^'^ now 
called Brenche&ter, and they there stationecl a detachment of the Dal- 
matian Horse. 

2. A part of the Stabesian horse was placed at Gariannonenm^ 
now called Boroughbridge, situated a little towards the south of the 
*first port. 

3. At Othonaj or Ithancester^ in Essex, they placed a company 
of the Fortenses. This was probably near Brithlinsea, as that place 
still continues annexed to the port of Sandwich. 

4. On the north side of the county of Kent, at Reglilbinmy now 
Reculver, there was a fortress of considerable strength, at the en- 
trance of the great estuary, which at that time sepamted the Isle of 
Thanet from East Kent. A military tribune, with a cohort of Valen- 
cians, defended this castle. 

5. Rutupia^ or Richborough, was another strong castle,, at the 
entrance of the same estuary, near Sandwich. A praepositus of the 
second legion Augusta, with a cohort, were fixed there, to guard the 
coast in that neighbourhoodc 

6. Dubrisy or Dover, was the next port to the southward ; and a 
praepositus, with a detachment of the Turgians, were at this place.. 
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7- Lemanis^ or Lympne, near Hithe, was another latrge fortifica- 
tion, which was defended by a propositus, and a ocxnpany o£ men 
from Toumay. 

8. Anderida. Some have placed this port in Kent, and others in 
Sussex, and it was probably near the banks of tlie Rother. It was a 
place of strength ; and a praepositus, with a detachment of the Abulsi, 
were fixed there. 

9. Adumus^ or Portsmouth, had a propositus, and a certain num* 
ber of men, to defend it. The whole of the infantry amounted to two 
thousand two hundred, and two hundred horsemen. 

The maritime ofiicer, who commanded in this extensive district, 
had for his ensign a figure, representing an island with nine towns, upon 
the cover of a book which contained his instructions, and represented 
the ports within his jurisdiction. ' 

This plan of attacking the northern pirates upon their own ele-' 
ment, and having soldiers on the coast ready to oppose them, if they at- 
tempted to land, during the absence of the fleet, effectually secured 
the inhabitants, until towards the close of the Roman power in Britain. 

In the reign of Yalentinian, it was found necessary to strengthen 
the garrisons on the Kentish coast, and the legio Secunda Augusta,^ 
which had long been quartered at Isca-Silurum, and Caer-Leon, was 
r^noved to the fortresses in Kent. Theodosius, father of Theodosius 
the Great, ordered them to Rutupia, between the years of Christ 364, 
and 367 ; and detachments were sent from thence, to strengthen the 
different places on the coast. The first cohort was stationed at Dover, 
and at this place they had their head quarters. 'They ranked high in 
valour and fidelity, and they claimed the post of honour, and the keep- 
ing of the eagle. 



■ Horsley*8 Brit. lib. 2, c. 2. 
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This cohort was upwards of eleven hundred strong ; and they built 
a bath, near the stream of fresh water, in the valley at Dover ; and by 
the appearance of the fragments which have remained, during the lapse 
of so many ages, there is reason to conjecture, that the edifice was 
raised with materials taken from a more ancient structure, by the quan«* 
tity of tophus laid in the foundations of the walls. The use of this pe- 
trefaction was well known to the Roman masons, and it has often been 
found in the ancient buildings, near Rome. If the tophus was imported 
by Aulus Plautius, at the time of building the octagon tower in the 
castle, it is then evident, that the Romans had erected some edifices 
in the valley, on their first forming a settlement here. 

The bath originally covered a considerable part of the scite of th© 
west end of St. Mary's church, and the church yard ; but the few re- 
mains which time had left us, have all been nearly destroyed within 
the last fifty years, for the purposes of intering the dead. 

From the several parts of the foundations of this ancient structure, 
which I have seen with much labour demolished at different times, 
there appeared to have been four rooms upon the ground floor. 

Mountfaucon' describes the baths of the Romans, as containing 
the hypocaustum, the balneum, the concamerata, the sudatorium, the 
tepidarium, and the frigidarium. 

The hypocaustum was a souterrainj or a frimace, under the su- 
datorium, with flues in the walls, to convey the fire round the room, 
and to heat the water for the baths. The floor of the sudatorium was 
supported with rhomboidal pilasters of tiles, twenty inches high, and 
nine inches on the sides, with a space of fifteen inches between each 
pilaster, for a free circulation of heat under the floor. Tlie pilasters 
were placed in rows, and upon them were laid tiles, made of fine clay, 
of a reddish colour, two inches thick, twenty-two inches long^ and six- 
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teen inches the mean width, for their ends were unequal.' Upon this 
course of tiles was spread a strong cement, four inches thick, in which 
were pieces of bruised tiles, which gave the mortar a reddish tint. This 
formed the floor of the sudatorium. The pilasters and floor of the sou- 
terrain^ when I saw them opened, were covered with ashes, wood*<:oa], 
and soot. 

In the wall of the sudatoriimi, and about twenty inches above the 
floor, there was a course of tiles, of a yellow cast, laid in mortar, nearly 
as hard as Portland stone. The tiles were made exactly as wide as the 
thickness of the wall, and folded down on each-side of it, which rendered 
it impossible for them to slip,* or move from the place whwe they were 
first laid. Upon this course of tiles, there were placed in the wall a 
row of funnel bricks, and they formed a communication^ with another 
row, in the wall of the hypocaustum, and they were cramped together 
with iron bands. The size of this room has not been traced. 

The next apartment was probably the balneum, as there were 
duets, which seem to have been designed for the conveyance of water. 
The floor was paved with yellow tiles. 

The ilext apartment might have been the tepidarium ; for I found 
in the angle funnel bricks, placed in an oblique diretttion^ reaching 
from the bottom to the top of the ruin ; and they were evidently for the 
c5onveyance of heat. One side of this apartment measured twenty-five 
f^t ; the lengths of the other sides have not been discovered. 

The remaining room I name the frigidarium ; but the dimensions 
of it have not been traced. There was a narrow passage leading be^ 
tweenthe balneum and the tepidarium, to the other rooms. 

Those who went to bathe, first entered the frigidarium, where they 
undressed. They then went into the tepidarium, where they stayed 
some time ; and from thence to the sudatorium^ and then to the bath. 
Those who preferred the cold bath» did not go to the sudatorium. 



' Plate 1, fig. 1. * Fig. 2, ' Fig. 3. 
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SeTeral tUea, of a very peculiar fonn, were taken out of one of tiie 
walls.' They were nineteen inches long, and about fifteen inch^ the 
mean width. They werie laid with their euds reversed, in a thick bedof 
mortar, and the projecting parts fitted in the space3 left to receive them, 
ikoit it was impossible for them to, slip, and they saeured the wall 
againat any partial settlement. On the tiles which supported the flow 
of the sudatorium, were dtaiftped four letters, (C J B £) which may be 
read Cohor$ Prima Britanmca. This legion was raised by Auguatus,.^ 
and sent from Germany into Britain, under the conunand of Vaspar 
sian, A. D« 43. It continued in this island, until the ExMOfians findly 
left it ; and it acquired the name of Britannicaf and hiad a large «hare 
in most of the great actions which were gained here by the Romans. 
The remaining figures, represented in the plate, were found in the 
rubfaiah.' 

By the inscription on the tiles, it appears that the bath was buik 
by the Britanmc legion, after it was removed to the coast of Kent, and 
•before the final departure of the Romans firom tins kingdom ; and it 
may be therefore considered, as one of the last edifices raised by them 
in this valley. A small part of the ruins are still remaining under 
ground, after a lapse of fourteen hundred years. 

When the proud conquerors of the world were obliged to withdraw 
their fleets and their armies from Britain, to defend their allies against 
the attacks of the northem barbarians, they left the natives refined in 
their manners ; but it may be questioned, whether they had qualified 
them for legislators or generals ; or taught them to use their unexpected 
freedom, to secure their own peace and safety, against domestic conr 
tentions, and foreign enemies. The competitors for power, in a nation 
left without a head, or any person with authority to direct and en- 
force obedience, soon divided the people into different parties which 



' Plate 1, fig, 4. * Gibbon's Roman Hist vol. 6, p. 280, Sto. edit 
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opposed each other, and exhausted that strength, which ought to have 
been united against the common enemy. The Picts and the Scots, 
taking advantage of their civil dissensions, made frequent depredatory 
visits on the coast ; and the Britons were obliged to purchase their 
liberty, or submit to the power of a merciless foe. They were at last 
so reduced by their contentions, and the contributions which were 
raised by piratical parties, that they were compelled by necessity to 
adopt a plan, which finally proved fatal to their liberty, and was the 
source of a long and bloody war. 

In turning over the few pages of this remote period of our history, 
the cautious enquirer will find but little to collect, and that Uttle fre- 
quently perplexed with fable and uncertainty. 

If we except the invectives of Gildas, and the extracts which Bcde 
made from him, and reduced to some chronological order, and the imi- 
tations of Ninnias, with the fictions of JefFery of Monmouth, we shall 
have but few remains for any local Anglo-SsLxon history, to guide us 
through the gloom of that long night of ignorance which overspread 
our island. 

According to the popular story, about forty years after the disso- 
lution of the Roman government in Britain, Vortigem obtained the 
supreme command ; and his historians have branded him with the epi- 
thets of a weak, and a wicked prince ; doubting the fidelity of his sub- 
jects, who were afraid of his tyranny, and both of them equally dreaded 
their common foe. When pressed with difficulties, and unable to de- 
fend themselves, they were driven by fear to assemble in council, where 
they unanimously agreed, to apply for help to the robust warriors of 
Saxony, whose muscles were braced by their rigorous climate; and 
who were habitually bold, by being, from their infancy, constantly 
inured to war. When the messengers, who were sent on this important 
errand, had delivered their pathetic orations to the Saxons, assembled 
in council, they required time to consult their wise men, that they 
might inform them what was written in the volume of their future 
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destiny. They were desirous of knowing, whether their undertaking 
would be successful, before they embarked on such an hazardous en* 
terprize. 

The answer they recdved being flattering to their wishes, Hengist 
and Horsa, according to the general, but perhaps suspicious, narrative 
of oiu* historians, embarked with their men on board three vessels ; and 
as they were not at that time very large, they could not have had any 
considerable force. 

There is another account, which mentions the arrival of Hengist 
and Horsa, with their small band, on the British coast, as exiles from 
their native shores. They said, that in obedience to a domestic law, 
in case of a superfluity of population,' the youths were obliged to de- 
cide by lot who should seek a new settlement, and that the lot had 
fallen on them. 

Whether the Saxons were invited, or compelled by necessity, to 
quit their country, they arrived on the south side of Thanet, which 
was allotted them by the natives for their residence, and therie they 
liberally supplied them with provisions. The flattering reception 
which they met with,' induced the Saxon chiefs to wish for a rein- 
forcement of their countrymen, to secure themselves in their new situ* 
ation, at such a distance from their native shore. The report ihey 
sent back of theii* flattering prospects, induced, in a course of time, 
five thousand warriors, and their families, to quit their gloomy forests, 
for a more temperate and fruitful climate. It is probable, that this 
embarkation consisted chiefly of Jutes, as that people fought under 
the banner of Hengist. 

The crafty barbarian, finding his situation tenable, with the rein* 
forcement he had received, was desirous of making it permanent; and 
he proposed the having a colony of his countrymen, in the neighbour- 
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bood of the Picts. This pcodueed .a Alurd (delacl«aenjt> imore nusne- 
rQ^s than Uie ofaber two, whkAk 8€rt;U€d in the nM-tli of Sci^iid. 

Vortigern and his people were sensible of their danger, whcoi it 
was too late to prevent the evil ; land thek complaints soon raised jea- 
feumest and jealousies war. Hearst led on the Jjutes to glory and 
conquest, and they fised the fifst independent kingdom in Kent. la 
the hands of the Saxons, victory was dreadftd ; ruinated buildKEigs» 
and heaps of human bones, marked their steps. In 1^ contest, the 
edifices raised by the Romans, in the vaJJey of Dover, wese levelled 
with the gi'ousd, .and remained a ruuuuted iwap for aouM time. The 
arts, the religion, the laws, aoad the language, which had been so 
caBefttUy planted by the Romans, m&e all rooted up by their J»arba* 
rian successors. The scanty infonnation, which Giklas has collected 
irom foreign writers, is of but little use, in guiding us to the local know- 
ledge of a single town ; but we are informed, that if Hengist imitated 
the Germans in building their houses, they were not placed adjoining 
to each otlier, to form streets. ' The robust warriors of Saxony, while 
contending with the Britons for victory, were ccxitented with a cave 
in the side of the hill, or a sodded hut, on the bank of a stream of 
fresh water. It is v^y probable, that JDover remained a ruinated 
heap, after Hengist demolished the Roman buildings, until Alfred 
encouraged his people to collect themselves into bodies, to defend 
their own habitations, which was the means of giving energy and 
strength to the people ; and from that time, a town rose again by de- 
grees to importance, and political consequence in the state. 

There was a gild, or social confederation, of several of the inha* 
bitants of Dover, for the purpose of defence, and for the security of 
their commerce, in the times of some of the last of our Saxon Kings. 
The gihalla^ or the guildhall of the burgesses, is mentioned in the 
Doomsday Book. It was this union, which enabled them to provide 
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a certain number of ships for the King's service, upon any particular 
emergency ; and for this they procured a charter of privileges and 
emancipation, under Edward the Confessor, on the condition, that 
they performed this part of the contract. When the King's messen- 
gers arrived, they were to transport their horses, for threepence each 
in winter, and twopence in the summer. 

Earl Godwin was their patron, and he received part of the rental 
of the town, but the burgesses were free from all forfeitures. Even 
under this state of feudal servitude, if their stipulated burdens were 
sometimes heavy, they were desirable, when compared with a condition 
of vassalage. In the emancipated burghs, we may trace the first rude 
outline of the free part of the community; and if they were not to- 
tally discharged from their feudal masters, nor actually freeholders, yet 
they had made a considerable progress towards attaining the desirable 
object. 

When the kingdom was divided into districts by Alfred, Dover 
wias included in the bailiwick of Stouting, in the lath of St. Augustine,, 
and about seventy-two miles from London, on the extremity of the 
county of Kent, and opposite to the French* coast. ' 
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The history of Dover ^ from the Norman conquest. The name whence 
derived. Surrendered to William the First. Doomsday Book de-- 
scription of the town. The King's bad policy. Confederacy against 
him. The town fortified with a wall. Names of the gates* Of the 
parishes and wards. Dover visited by persons of distinction. Beha-- 
viour of the Barons of the Cinque Torts. The town plundered by 
the French. The number of houses and ships in the port. Landing 
places^ and parishes^ members of Dover. Land-^tax how paid. New 
division into wards. Present state. 

As the Saxons rejected the Roman name of Dubris^ and called it 
Dofra^ our antiquaries have searched for this appellation in the Bri- 
tish and northern languages. Lambard, and others, have supposed 
that it came from Dufir, a word signifying water ; or from Dufirba, 
or high and sharp rocks hanging over the sea. If we adopt the 
Welch word for water, the name seems to be of British origin ; but 
the orthography having varied, in a course of time, with the pronun- 
ciation, it has been written Dovor^ and now Dover. 

The annual rental of this town, in the reign of Edward the Con- 
fessor, under its feudal vassalage, was valued at eighteen pounds ; of 
which the King took two-thirds of one half;" Earl Godwin one-third 
of the moiety ; and the canons of St. Martin the remainder. 

When William the First took possession of Dover, the town had 
been lately destroyed by fire, and the rental could not, at that time, 
be accurately ascertained ; but in the eighteenth year of the Conqueror's 
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reign, their burden was considerably increased. It was then computed 
at forty pounds ; but by the return of the King's bailiff, it amounted 
to fifty-four. He paid to the King, in otas of the value of twenty 
pence each, twenty-four pounds; and to Odo, Earl of Kent, and 
Warden of the Cinque Ports, thirty pounds, by tale. 

There appears to be a great uncertainty, whether the ancient ora 
was a coin, or only money of account ; and whether the reckoning of 
money by marks and oras,* was practised in England prior to the set- 
tlement of the Danes. The ora and the solidas, seem to have been 
synonimous terms, in the mammulary estimates of the Gothic states 
on the Baltic. As a weight, it was used as the twelfth part of a mam- 
mulary pound, and the fifteenth of a commercial one ; as a coin, it 
was an aureus, and its value was from fifteen to twenty pence, accord- 
ing to the variations of the standard. 

The King had lost the custom of twenty-nine houses in the town. 
Robert of Romney * had two of them. 
Ralph Curbspine, or Crookthom, three. 
William, sonofTedal, one. 
William, son of Oger, one. 
William, son of Tedol and Robert Niger, six, 
William, son of Jefiery, three ; but one of them was the guild- 
hall of the burgesses. 
Hugh Montfort one. 
Durand one. 
Ralph Columbels one. 
Wadard six. 

The son of Madbert one. 
These houses had the bishop of Baieaux for their protector. 



' Lawf of CAaitte^-^NMke's Worcester, p. 147.--Clark on Coiii8.--Enc7cIop. Brit Or9. 
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The messuage claimed by Ralph Columbels, had been the pro- 
perty of an outlawed person ; but it was settled, that the lands should 
belong to the King, and that Ralph should occupy the premises. 

Humphrey, the lame man, had one mansion, which was half of it a 
royal forfeiture. 

Roger of Asterham built a house over the water, where there 
never had. been one erected, and there he collected the King's customs. 

Hubert, the grandson of John, had permission, from the bishop 
of Baieaux, to erect a mill near the entrance into the haven, which 
was found very prejudicial to the vessels passing and repassing from 
the harbour, and it was an injury to the King and his subjects. 

William, by the general survey, had acquired a competent know- 
ledge of the strength and revenue of his kingdom ; but he did not gain 
from it the art of governing his people, by obtaining their affections, 
and securing his own safety. His rigorous treatment of his English 
subjects, considerably weakened their attachment, and he was in a 
continual alarm for fear of. their rising ; and he dreaded the assistance 
they might procure from the neighbouring states. His apprehensions 
were very far from being groundless ; for in the year 1085, he was 
threatened with an invasion by the Danes, and he had sufficient rea- 
son to conclude, that his English subjects would join them, as many 
of them had fled from his tyranny. Robert, Earl of Flanders, was in 
the conspiracy ; and it was settled to provide six hundred sail of ships, 
to transport the troops. As matters were growing serious, the King 
found it would be prudent, to fortify his towns and castles on the 
coast; and having seized the numerous estates, and the immense 
wealth, of the bishop of Baieaux, he was enabled to put his plan into 
execution. 

Several authors have supposed, upon ve^y slender authority, that 
Dover was secured with a wall by the Romans ; but while their fleet 
commanded on the sea, and their legions defended the coast, such 
artificial security was unnecessary. It was not until towards the close 
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of the reign of William the First, that Dover was defended with a 
wall, gates, and towers, and some of their fomidations were laid with 
Caen stone from Normandy. From an old plan of the town, taken in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, we learn the direction of the wall, and 
the situation of the gates, and the towers, from Eastbrook to Biggin 
Gate. 

Eastbrook Gate. 
This gate was built at the foot of the castle hill, near the church 
of Saint James, at a place called Mansfield's Corner. 

Saint Helen's Gate. 
From Eastbrook Gate, the town wall was built in a south-westf 
direction, across the present street, to a tower in the curtain, between 
the first and second gate, which wa^ named Saint Helen's Gate, and 
stood near a mansion called Copthall^ but afterwards Moor's HalL 

The Postemj or Fiskers Gate. 
So called, by being used by the mariners for bringing theff fish 
into the town. It stood near the old harbour; 

Butchery Gate. 
This tower is still remaining, and a part of the wall on each side: 

of it. 

Severus's Gate^ 

This gate fronted Bench-street ; and in the apartments over it the 
customer of the port anciently received the King's dues. Here was. 
a place paved with stone, where the merchants used to meet, about 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon, to transact business, and in a course 
of time it was called Pennyless Bench. 

The Corporation claimed a right to the town wall, gates, and 
towers ; and when the customer removed his situation, his apartments 
were converted into a prison. 

After this gate was taken down, a platform was made for three 
guns, and it was called the Three Gun Battery. It continued in thifr 
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9tate until the year 1800 ; when several of the inhabitunts obtained ^ 
grajtit frwn the Corporation of the grounil and materials^ on the con- 
dition^ that they buijt a bridge over the pent, to open a communica- 
tion for carriages between the town and the rope^-walk, which wa5 
done by subscription. 

As there was a considerable distance between this and Snare, 
or Pier Gate, there was a sqqare tower in the curtain between them ; 
but there are no traces of then) left. 

Snarty or Tier Gate. 

This gate stood near the foot of the cliff, and crossed the street 

Bpw leading down to the pier. There is an inscription which informs 

us, that this gate was taken down A»D, 1.588; and the stone is the 

boundary between the leasehold and the freehold estates in the towiu 

Adrian' $y or Upwall Gate. 

This gate was erected a few yards froni the edge of the cliff, above 
Snare Gate, and it led to the common, and to the hill, on which 
there was anciently a lighthouse, and a building belonging to the 
Knights Templers. The walls of the pharos were standing in the reign 
of Henry the Eighth, but they have since been completely demo- 
lished. From the tradition of its fabulous origin, it was called the 
Devil's Drop. The foundation of the Templers building is yet re- 
maining. The diameter of the circular apartment is twenty-eight feet, 
and the hall twenty by twenty-four feet. The circular part was orna- 
mented with pilasters ; and by the ruins, it appears to have been an 
elegant building* 

On the edge of the cliff, near Adrian^s Gate, the Romans had a 
burying ground. In the year 1797> in clearing away a garden, for 
the purpose of building, several ums were discovered, and in some of 
them a few pieces of Roman coins, but their inscriptions were not 
legible In the year 1804 several more were founds 
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Comm^ni or Cow Gate. 

This gate received ite name by leading to the common^ It was 
taken down, by order of the Corporation, A. D. 1776. 

The foundations of the wall between this and Adrian^s Gate» may 
still be traced at some places. 

Saint Mariin% or Monh9 Gate, 
Was a private gate in the wall^ which bounded the precincts of 
the collegiate church, and was for the use of the canons. 

Biggin Gate^ 

This was the last gate, and it was situated at the end of Biggi», 
Street, and was taken down in the year 1752. 

It is said by some of our antiquaries, that there was an habitation 
over this gate, for a watchman to make signals in times of danger. 
In Leland's time, the wall was not to be traced beyond the church^yard. 

The town was anciently divided into seven parishes, and twenty-, 
one wards. 

The name$ of the parishes werey 
St. Martin the Great. St. Peter. 

St. Martin the Less. St. Nicholas. 



St. John. 




St. James. 


St. Mary. 




^ 




The ancient wards. 


1 Charlton. 




8 Rolvenden. 


2 Biggin. 




9 Bell. 


3 St. Mary. 




10 St. George. 


4 Canon. 




11 St Nicholas^ 


5 Morian. 




12 Ore. 


6 Shingle. 




13 Wolves. 


7 Nankin, or 


Manki»- 


14 HorsepooL 
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15 Bumaris. 19 Seagate. 

16 Ox. 20 Snaregate. 

17 Ballast. 21 Adrian's, 

18 Parks, 

It was the duty of the wardman ' to go his round, and observe if 
every person was at his post in the night* Some were placed in the 
towers, to see if any enemy, or piratical party, were on the coast. 
Others paraded the streets, to apprehend disorderly persons, and to 
take care, that every proper precaution was used to prevent fires. As 
their houses were chiefly built with wood, a fire was very much 
dreaded, for it frequently consumed nearly a whole town. Every in- 
habitant was therefore required, to have a tub of water at his door 
during the night, under a fine of twenty pence. 

If any person neglected to appear at the night watches, either by 
himself or his substitute, he was to have his goods distrained by the 
Serjeant, for the fine of twenty-one pence ; and the distress was to be 
left with the mayor, until the fine was paid. Each of the wards, upon 
receiving a previous notice of forty days, were to prepare their ships 
for the King's service, with the assistance of their members ; and they 
were to have vessels ready to sail to the continent with messengers, 
ambassadors, and other persons, going on the King's business. 

Dover being the nearest port to Boulogne, which was the prin- 
cipal harbour in Picardy, several persons of eminence embarked at 
this place soon after the Norman Conquest; and there were some 
transactions worthy of note, which happened in succeeding reigns. 

Anselm,* archbishop of Canterbury, in the reign of William Rufus,. 
displeased the King, by asking permission to visit Rome, to fetch his 
pall, and he was ordered to quit the kingdom. It is said, that he 
laid aside his archiepiscopal robes, and assumed the habit of a pil- 



^ Mr. Boy^ Col; ^ Brady's Hist rel. 1, p. £344. 
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grim. "While he was waiting at Dover for a fair wind^ the King sent 
William Warlewaste to search his baggage, who seized all his property, 
and he was sent to the continent with his scrip and staff. While the 
archbishop was at Lyons, Adela, the countess of Blois," was attacked 
with a very severe illness, and he visited her. The lady, upon her 
recovery, considered herself under such obligations to him, for his 
attention, that she wrote to her brother, King Henry, to restore him 
to the see of Canterbury. 

Her petition was made at a favourable moment ; and immediately 
after the coronation of the King, a messenger was dispatched to An- 
selm, to request that he would return, with all possible expedition ; 
and the King, in a letter addressed to him, added his prayers for a 
safe passage. 

Henry was in love with Maude, the daughter of Malcolm, King 
of Scotland ; but as she had been seen veiled in a nunnery, they had 
great doubts whether she was not dedicated to God ; and the King 
was desirous of the archbishop's opinion upon the subject. 

King Henry* met the Earl of Flanders at Dover, A.D. 1101, to 
sign a treaty between them. 

Richard the First, in the year 1189, embarked at this port, with 
one hundred sail of ships, and eighty gallies ; and he landed the same 
evening at Gravlines, in his way to the Holy Land. 

In the turbulent reign of Henry the Third, the inhabitants of 
Dover, and of the Cinque Ports, joined the discontented barons, and 
fitted out their fleet to guard the coast, to prevent any foreign states 
landing troops in England, to assist the King. They justified their 
conduct by saying, whatever was for the good of the nation, must also 
be so for the Sovereign of it. 

A similar system of politics was adopted by them. A, D. 1266 
when they joined Simon de Montfort, the Earl of Leicester, and hi 



' Godwin's LiTes of the Bisbops. 
* Henry's Hist of JBngiand.— Holinshead's Chrra.— Harerley's Annals. 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 HISTORY OP 

son, and gave tiiem the command of their fleet "With their Assistance 
they plundered the merchant ships of every nation they met with in 
the channel ; and in the month of November, they burnt Portsmouth, 
to revenge themselves of the King, for hanging some of their barons. 
They continued their piratical practices. Until it was found absolutely 
necessary to check them in their audacious proceedings. ^Vhen prince 
Edward came against them with a fleet, they prudently submitted, on 
the condition of having all their privileges confirmed to them. 

The town of Winchelsea resisted, but the prince entered it, after 
losing several men, and took Henry Pethune, their leader, prisoner. 

in the year 1293, a dispute happened, between the crews of an 
JEnglish and a French ship, near Bayonne, concerning a spring of fresh 
water, and a Frenchman was killed in the affray. This quarrd be- 
tween a few individuals, produced a kind of piratical war; which, 
though trifling in tlie beginning, proved bloody in the progress. A 
small fleet being sent to protect the merchant ships on the coast of Nor- 
mandy, the French attacked, and took two of them, and hanged the 
mariners. 

The Barons of the Cinque Ports, hearing of this cruel act, sailed 
with their fleet to the coast of Normandy, in search of the French ships ; 
but not finding them at sea, they entered the mouth of the Seine, and 
seized several merchant ships, and slew the sailors. They next cap- 
tured a fleet laden with wine, without any commissions firom the King. 
Both parties seemed determined to revenge the injuries and the insults 
they had received, and each of them fitted out a considerable fleet ; 
which soon met, and a desperate and bloody engagement was the con- 
sequence. ' The French were entirely defeated ; and their King was so 
much irritated at the loss his subjects had sustained, that he threatened 
to invade England, and to destroy both the people and the language. 

He collected two hundred sail of ships and gallics, and embarked 
an army, to put his threats into execution. They sailed for the coast 
of England, and they continued, for several days, hovering and an- 
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choring near fbe «lMNre^ attd soutidkig «iid t^eobtittitering with their 
galliesi. The inhabitants of the port of Hithe^ teeing one of th^r vessels 
approa^ng the shore, they quitted theit houses, and fled into the 
country. This eti'conraged some of the enemy to laud, with an inteiK 
tion of plundering the town ; but the natives returned in such force^. 
that they killed two hundred and forty of them, and burnt one of their 
vessels. 

The French admiral was determined to revenge this loss, and he 
sailed immediately for Dover, and landed his men. The inhabitants 
finding their strength insufficient to defend the town, they retired into 
the countjry, and the French plundered both their houses atid the 
priory. In the afternoon they returned^ with a strong party; and 
meeting the Freadi in small detadisientSt pkiiidering the ndghbouring 
places, they killed about eight hundred of them. The admiral, hearing 
the cries of his men, who were pursued to the very flhoc«, hurried on 
board, >Krith what plunder be could carty oif^ and left his men to pro- 
vide for tlieir own safety. As the French l«ided to revaage the lo6s 
they sustained at Hithe, they killed several women and childrM^ and « 
monk, named 7%«nas. He was, in the opimoii of the coixmion peo^ 
pie, a person of great i»anctity ; and his Inhethroii, wishing to KpBk the 
loss they had sustained, pretended to work miracles by his influence* 

It may be doubted whether Dover was evar very latge or popu*- 
lous, in any period, between WiUiam the First and Henry the £ig|ith ; 
for a large portion of the town^ indosed vFithki the wall, was occupied 
by the buildings of the cancms, and the burymg grcrand of the different 
churches. 

By the return of the comnusssoncffs appointed, A. J). 1564, to 
survey the coast, from the port of Hithe to Gtavesend^ they returned 
no more than three hundred and £liy eight houses in the toWn» and 
twenty-nine of them uninhabited. There were tw^ity vessiels belcmgiAg 
to the port, employed in filing, and in the coasting trade, and for car- 
rying merchandize, whi^ re<|ittred three himdred mariners. 

£ 
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The number and tannage i>f their x>€S$eb. * 

Shift. Tons. Ships. ' ^'<.. Toiuk 

1 of 120 1 of ..J.,, 22 

1 of 101 1 ...... of ...... 20 

1 of 43 2 of ...... 19 

1 of 41 2 of 17 

4 of 40 2 of 15 

1 of 26 1 of 10 

1 of 25 1 of 4 

If the ports kept up a fleet at this time for the service of the 
nation, it could not be included in this list; but they very soon lost 
their consequence, after the establishment of the Royal Navy, 

' Dover claims jurisdiction over four landing places on the coast. 
The first to the northward is Kingsdown, in the parish of Ringwould. 
The second Broadstairs ; the third Margate ; and the fourth Goresend, 
in the parish of Birchinton. The three last are in the Isle of Thaneti 
The above four parishes were to raise, with the town of Dover, the 
sutn of ^1923 : 13 : 9 ; and the commissioners named in the land tait 
bin for the port of Dover, claimed the right of appointing assessor, 
and fixing the sums each of the parishes were to raise, and of con* 
firming the rate. 

In exercising their authority, they laid a large proportion of the 
bUiden upon. their members, to ease themselves ; and this gave rise at 
first to secret murmurings, and finally to open complaints, and they 
presented a petition to parliament for redress. The commissioner^ 
saw, when it was too late, that they had made an improper use of 
tlieir power, and they could not deny it. The petition of the inhabi-' 
tants of the members belonging to Dover, was deemed reasonable ; 
and in the fourth year of the reigti of William^ and Mary, an act was 
passed, for the three parishes to be a distinct division, and they were 



' MSS. in CqU Uk. Jolras, B. tn. 4. pi^e 95. 
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to be charged with no more than a proportionable part of the sum 
to be raised by Dover. 

It appears, by the exchequer rolls, that the proportion for the 
different parishes now stands as follows. 

£^ s. d. 

The town and port of Doyer> 364 17 

Thepicr, '. 306 6 

Margate, 502 16 6 

Stl Peter, 303 18 3 

Birchinton, 349 8 

Ringwould, 97 8 

It may still be doubted by some, whether the members of the 
Cinque Ports were united with them, when they received their first 
charter of union ; yet it will appear, by the charter of Charles the Se- 
cond, that the members were joined with their respective ports, at a 
very early period of our history. We are there informed, that the 
Cinque Ports are, prior to the time known to any one of our ancestors, 
the ports of Us, and our progenitors, Kings and Queens of England ; 
anci the places called Margate, Goresend, St. Peter's, Birchinton, and 
Ringwould, are, and havie been members, beyond all memory. 

The members are mentioned in the charter of Edward the Fourth, 
and were very probably united to them from their first fitting out their 
fleet; for it is not to be supposed, that the Five Ports, and the two 
ancient towns, could have done it without some assistance. 

Though it was enacted, that the above-mentioned parishes in 
Thanet should be a distinct district, for raising their proportion of the 
land tax, assessed on the town and port of Dover, and its members, 
yet they were continued under their ancient jurisdiction ; and were 
obliged to travel twenty miles, upon any parochial or other business, 
which required the interference of a justice of the peace. 

They being obliged to travel so far upon every trifling occasion,, 
frequently excited them to make attempts to free themselves frouk 
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their burdeo9; but their ead^avows proved weii^Qtiiftl^ mitil t\m 
fifty-first year of his present Majesty's reign ; when 9 ^11 ww p^Wfd 
to give them some relief, but it left them nearly in the same situation. 

In the preamble to the statute it is said, '* That great inconve- 
niencies, and many defects of justice, have frequently arisen, and are 
likely hereafter to arise, to his Majesty's subjects, residing in the pa- 
rishes within the jurisdiction of the Five Ports, be it therefore enacted, 
that from and after the fifth day of July, 1811, it 9hall and may be 
lawful for his Majesty, and his successors, Kings and Queens of this 
realm, from time to time, and as often as occasioD. sb^H require, to 
direct a commission, or commissions, to be prepared and issued, under 
the great seal of the united kingdoms of Great Briton and Ireland, to 
be directed to certain persons to be named, constituting them to be 
justices of the peace within, and throughout the liberties of the Cinque 
Ports, investing them with the same power and authority as doth now, 
or at any time did, appertain or belong to any mayor^ bailiflf, or 
jurat, within and throughout the liberties of the Cinque Ports, any 
prescription, usage, charter or charters, law or laws, to the contrary 
in anywise notwithstanding/' 

Here as much power is given to such persons as are named in 
the commission, as could with propriety be asked for ; but under the 
proviso in the second section, the authority which is given in th^ first 
is taken away, and their power liniited to a narrow compass* 

It is said, *^ Provided always, that no person named in .any such 
commission, shall be by this act authorized to grant licences, or cer- 
tificates for licences, to any victuallers resident within the liberties 
belonging to any Cinque Port, ancient town, or corporate towi» ; or 
to act at or in any general or adjourned sessions^ to be holden in or 
for any of the Cinque Ports, two ancient towns, or the corporate 
towns ; or to hear, sit, determine, or vote upon any matter, or to do 
any act of justice, within the ports of Hastings, Sandwich, Pover, 
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N«w Rquhs^J, or Hithf ; Of tp huve pg\t, prUrilege^ pr inmiunity, 
M9Dgk»g to th© «»)4 tovna." 

Such persons as are named ui the coBinussiop, B»d duly quali^Mf 
iBtar %P^ af jifitiQqfs of |^p p?ax;e ia tbeir ovi»h(QM9w, ^thou^ t^e same 
may not be situated within the Kberties of the Cinque Ports. 

Th^ cowity jwUces for Essex, and ICent, are authorized to act in 
3rith]in^se9» &nd Be^Jcesboume, and to commit to the county ^Is.; 
but ttiene is nq gapl inentioiied ijj the act, where the justices in Thanet 
may o(»nmit o£fenders ; and ^ pprts seem reluctantly to vield the les^t 
power to accommodate their members, and to ease their burdens ; ex- 
cepting at Brithlil^^^ ai]4 Jg^esliOMrne, wIh^ th^y had so many 
miles to travel for an act of justice. 

As the town of Dover, in the reign of Elizabet)^, was considerably 
increasing, it was found expedient to mi^<e a new di^yi^pn of the wards, 
as the old ones did not include the. additional build|)jg^ 

A list of the present wards in the tozsm of Diwerj ip^jk their limits. 

Charlton. — All Charlton, to the victualling offip^. 

Biggin. — Fropi the end of the towij^ to Grardii^i^ Lane. 

St. Mary^s.-r^Tom Gardiner's La^e^ to Biggif^ Gate* 

Canon. — Ytom Biggin Gate, including the Markf^. 

Morian. — ^Thp street ffgin the Majrin^t to. Beiti^ ^Street, and the 
buildings on the If^ hand sidp of Boich Street. 

Shingle and Nankins.'-^i. James^ side ef the fiver, to Bean's 
Comer. 

Holvenden and Bulls. — St. James's parish, above Eiean's Comer. 

St. Nicholas^ including St. George. — Cowgate. 

Snargate. — All the rigljt Jiand side of Bench Street, to Snargate. 

Hither par^ qf North Pier* — Fronj Spar^te, tp Robinson's Lane, 
where the division was mad^ now Wel^'j|. 

Lower part ^' North Ptfit. — Frpm l^obingQu's J^^fe to the Dock, 
including over t^ wall. , j j . , 
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Hither part of South Pier. — From the Dock to Vinegar Sluice; 
and from thence straight across Paradise Pent, through the Uttle alley 
next Hudson's garden, to Thomas Pascall's. 

Lower part of South Pier. — ^The remainder pf the Pier not men- 
tioned. 

Since the last division of the town into wards, both the inhabi- 
tants and the houses have been increasing considerably ; as may be seen 
by the returns made to parliament of the baptisms, during the last cen- 
tury, to ascertain the population of the kingdom. 

The return of the baptisms made in 1801. 



Tnrs. 




Males. 




Females. 




Total. 


1700 


— 


35 


m^ 


43 


.-1. 


78 


1710 


— > 


41 


—« 


58 


-~ 


93 


1790 


— 


31 


— 


41 





7» 


1730 


—> 


46 


«^ 


43 





89 


1740 


— > 


68 


— . 


65 


•^' 


12S 


1750 


— 


64 


_. 


68 





133 


1760 


— 


91 


— 


98 


— ,. 


183 


1770 


— 


68 


.— 


89 


—. 


157 


1780 


— 


87 


— . 


91 





178 


1781 


__ 


111 


-*. 


90 


-^ 


901 


1783 


— 


101 


— 


86 


.1^' 


187 


1783 


— 


115 


.— . 


100 


..^ 


815 


1784 


■^ 


181 


m^m. 


105 


^^ 


226 


1785 


— 


103 


— _ 


107 


-^* 


210 


1786 


— > 


95 


.~ 


103 


-.^ 


196 


1787 


— 


133 


..^ 


108 


m^ 


241 


178» 


— 


110 


-^ 


98 


-i^ 


202 


1789 


..« 


131 


-— 


111 


--« 


242 


1790 


— . 


135 


— .. 


109 


..^ 


244 


1791 


— 


100 


i— ^ 


IH) 


-« 


210 


1798 


— 


109 


.— . 


186 


..^ 


235 


1793 


«.' 


113 


.» 


136 


^^ 


249 
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Tears. 




Males. 




FemalM. 




ToteL 


1 

1 


1794 


— 


146 


— 


105 


_ 


251 




1795 


— 


182 


— 


138 


— 


260 




1796 


— 


139 


— 


145 


~- 


284 


. 


1797 


— 


lao 


— 


152 


.-~ 


882 




1198 


— 


145 


— 


158 


— 


303 




1799 


—- 


149 


— 


168 


— 


317 




180O 


— 


158 


.^ 


166 


_ 


324 



If it be admitted, that the number of males and females baptized, 
in the foregoing table, be a fair representation of the intermediate 
years ; ^en the births of the males and females were nearly equal, in 
the parish of St. Mary, during the last century. It also appears, that 
there has been a considerable increase in the baptisms, in ^he space of 
one hundred years ; but the disproportion may not be so 'great as re- 
presented in the table, as there were several famiUes of dissenters in the 
town, during the first part of the time, who regularly conformed to the 
church, as they procured places under government. 

If there be any truth in the rules which have been given for ascer- 
taining the number of inhabitants of a town, by the births, or the 
number of the houses, we shall find the returns made by the parish 
officers, for ascertaining the population, very defective for the town 
and port of Dover, and its members, as may be seen by inspection in 
the following table. 
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Remarks. — ^It appears, by tke first coloma of the table^ that the 
total of the population, in the year 1800, for the parish of St. Mary the 
Virgin, in Dover, amounted to 5757- The baptisms in that year were 
524 ; which being multipUed according to Sir Frederick Eden's rule, by 
27,75^ wiU produce 889I9 and the difference 3124, which is more than * 
half the original return. If we use his multipher, 31,5, for large towns, 
we shall have for the population 10,206 ; and the difference will be 
4489* ^^ch shews that there is a considerable error somewhere. 

In ^e second return for 1811, it may be seen in the table, that 
the popuiation amounted to 7637; and if the births, 360 ifoir thstt 
year, be multiplied as abci¥e mentioned, we shall have in the first in- 
stance 9990, and in the second 1 1,497- These are convincing proo&, 
that Authec examination of the returns ought to be made, b^ore any 
condusions aie publicly circulated, in £Eivor of any rapid increase of 
population. 

Altfaot^ it appears in the table, that in the town of Margate 
there is an increatse of 472 labourers in the field, between the two re- 
turns; and in St. Peter's 411, which is almost double their former 
return; and at Ringwould 159; yet I doubt whether they have culti- 
vated more land in either of the parishes, than they did in the year 
1800 ; and it can hardly be supposed, when the high wages are consi* 
dered, that the fermers would submit to what appears unnecessary 
labour. 

Under the head trade, handicraft, and manufacturers, they have 
increased at Margate 787; at St. Peter's 153; at St James's, Dover, 
174 ; at Ringwould 18S ; and at St. Mary the Virgin, in Dover, 2808 ; 
yet it may be difficult to shew how this great difference has happened. 
At Ringwould, ibey have returned more under the three different heads 
mentioned in the table, than they ha;re males in the parish ; and as there 
has not been any manufttctory estabfished there since the year 18(J0, to 
employ the women and the children, it remains to be explained, why 
so many additional hands are required in trade in so short a time. 

F 
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Under the third head of persons employed in trade, there is a de* 
crease of 2075 in five of the parishes ; but even this will not correct 
the errors which appear in one, or hoth of the returns. 

The table further shews, that in the year 1800, the males ex- 
ceeded the females, in the. six parishes, 248; but in the year 1811, 
the females were increased upon the males 15579 ^^ & smiall district, 
and a short space of time. 

If we admit the returns to be correct, the computing five in a fa- 
mily in villages, and five.and a half in large towns, will be considerably 
too high ; for it may be seen by the table, that they did not average 
more than 4,1 by the first return, nor more than 4,5 by the second ; 
. and we appear still to be at a loss how to ascertain the population by 
the baptisms ; and it will be necessary to make further trials of dif- 
ferent districts, to see how they correspond with the rules given us by 
Sir Frederick Eden. 

There is no information to be gained by comparing the baptisms 
with the burials in this parish, as many families inter their dead in 
the burial ground of the neighbouring villages; but.it appears by the 
register of burials, there were 291 more males than females, died 
during the last century. 

By dividing the hundred years into three parts, the number of 
burials, in the returns to parliament, will stand as follows. 

By taking every tenth year, from 1700 to 1780 inclusive, there 
were interred in the parish of St. Mary, 4^8 males, and 417 females ; 
difference 11.— From 1780 to 1790 inclusive, 629 males, and 574 fe- 
males ; difference 49-"— From 1790 to 1800 inclusive, 803 males,- and 
572 females; difference 231. 

The society established for the benefit of widows, has felt the 
effects of this disproportion ; for in the course of forty yeai9» they have 
had upwards of fifty widows on their list, without losing many of their 
members by accidental death, or the chance of war« 
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If the number of tibe burials be divided, according to the seasons 
of the year, it will be found, that the autumnal months were the most 
fatal, and there were the fewest burials in the summer ; but they were 
more equal than might have been expected. 



Winter Quarter. 

January^ 

February, 

March, 

Spring Quarter. 

April, 

May, 

JuiJe, 

Summer Quarter. 

July, 

August, 

September, ...«;...• 

Autumn Quarter. 

October, 

November, 

December, 



Number 
of Funerals. 

3M 
239 
316 



292 
304 
253 



218 
253 
292 



301 
307 
280 



Total. 



859 



849 



793 



888 



The overseers returned only eighty-eight persons in this parish 
employed in agriculture. If the usual artificers and tradesmen to be 
met With in a populous town^ and the society of pilots, sixty-four in 
number, b.e deducted, the remainder of the inhabitants chiefly de- 
pend upon the various resources to be met with on the water for their 
subsistence. 



Digitized by 



Google 



36^ nrvpemr of 

Fiifaiiig^ which vn» ooee ar Mvrce of weaMl to o«r wccstons^ has 
for many jeafB lieen m«€lk- neglocted on thw eotsC ; and them i9 Ikut 
little probability c^ ite* being reviwd again, to Aat extent il wasv 
when the Barons of the Cinque- Ptii1» were of sueh gnat itnfMPtanMe* 
in the nation. 

Great improvements have been made at this place, in building 
vessels called cutters ; and if the mariners had been left to exercise 
their own skill in planning, rigging, and sailing these vessels, to escape 
from the revenue cutteus, it is impossible to say what fusther experi- 
ence would have pointed out to them. 

This branch of business employed a g^eak raaay hands, as they 
built for the mariners to the westward ; but one statute which passed 
during his present Majesty's reign, to favor the revenue cutters, de- 
stroyed all competition. It compelled every master of a cutter, who 
was not in government service, to have the bowsprit fixed down to the 
deck ; and this gave such a decided advantage in sailing to the reve- 
nue officers, that fiirther attempts were rendered useless^ 

Dover may be saidl to be a healthy situation, as it 19 built chiefly 
upon chalk, or pebbles, and there is a rapid descent, to carry off all 
impurities to the sea. The town is sheltered by the high hills, from 
the easterly and northerly winds, and it is mnch warmer in winter 
than some other towns on the coast. There are diseases, which ap- 
pear at times as accidental visitants. The autumnal putrid cases, 
which sometimes follow dry and hot seasons, may be occasioned by 
the noxious exhalations rising from the stagnant ditches in Romney 
marsh. The mismata, rising from their poisonous source, between two 
and three hundred feet perpendicularly in the atmosphere, are there 
attracted by the long ridge of hills on the border of the marsh, before 
they are spread over the country ; and it is sometimes three weeks, or 
more, according to the current of the air, before the putrid effluvia 
reach this place. 
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If an accurate Btatement could be obtained, of the manners and 
habits of the inhabitants, and the diseases prevalent in different towns, 
with the nature of the soil, the marshes^ and the stagnant water in 
their neighbourhood, and for thirty miles round them, the causes of 
several diseases might be probabkf discovered ; and a wet or a dry 
season, might be a kind of index when to expect them, and preven* 
tives might be used to check their malignity. 

An act of parliament was obtained, A. D. 1778, for new pavings 
watching,, and lighting the town, and several improvements have been 
made ; but the fund was unequal to the expence, for doing all that 
was necessary. In the year I8I0, another act was obtained, which 
doubled the taxes upon the inhabitants. 
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The parish of St. Mary^ lengthy breadth^ and boundaries. Maison Dieuj 
, by whom founded. A house for pilgrims. The patronage. Church 
built. House visited by persons of distinction. Public business trans- 
acted in it. Grants of lands. Donations by wills. Value at the 
suppression. Survey. Increased rents. Present state of the premises. 

The parish of St Mary the Virgin is nearly a mile and a quarter 
in lengthy and it includes, within its boundaries, the scites of the col- 
legiate, and five of the ancient churches, the Maison Dieu, a part of 
the priory, and the harbour. 

This parish is bounded on the north, from the Maison Dieu to 
the pent, by the river, which rises from two sources within four miles 
of the town ; and in this short course, turns twelve paper. and com 
mills, and one oil mill ; and the business done on the stream is very 
considerable. 

The middle of the same river, flowing through the pent, to the 
bason, is the boundary on the south-east ; and the remaining part, 
round the harbour, has the limits fixed by the sea. 

The high perpendicular cliff is the boundary on the west. All the 
land in this parish used for pasture and gardens, is very inconsiderable. 
Ground is much wanted for building, and various other purposes, and 
especially near the sea. 
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The Maisan Dieu.^ or the hospital of St. Mary^ 

This hospital was erected in the reign of King John, by Hubert 
de Burgh, Earl of Kent, Lord chief justice of England, and Constable 
of Dover Castle. The house was situated at the end of Biggin ward, 
and it was intended by the founder for the accommodation of pilgrims,, 
who might occasionally visit Dover, on their going to, or coming 
from the continent. Such a house seemed necessary, as the canon» 
were, at that time, the only persons, to whom they could apply for 
refreshment and lodging. 

As the house was intended for the accommodation of temporary 
visitors, he did not build them a church; but he placed there several 
brethren, and sisters, with a master to govern them, and they were 
enjoined to use hospitality to strangers. 

At this early period of our history, an altar, for a priest to say 
mass for this new community, and their guests, was judged necessary ; 
and it has been said, that two sisters, Agnes and Beatrice, gave lands 
and tenements, to provide them a priest, to officiate in a chapel, in 
the church of St. Mary in the town. In an age, wheii it wias thought 
an indispensable duty to begin every undertaking with prayer, and to 
conclude it, when successful, with thanksgiving to the Almighty dis- 
poser of every event, it was judged very inconvenient for the society, 
and their visitors, not to have a church adjoining tliehr bouse. 

This was Supplied by Henry the Third ; but it seems to have been 
on the condition, that the founder of the house should resign the pa- 
tronage to him. The King was present at the dedication of the 
church, A. D. 1227 ; arid at the same time he confirmed the grants of 
all the lands which had been given to the society. This visit of the 
King, at the Maison Dieu, has been mistaken for the dedication of 
the house to God and the Virgin Mary. 



' MSB. Arclu Cuit«— 'fiogdale, and othen. 
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It is catain, that tlus hospital was built, and endowed with grants 
of manors and lands, prior to the building of the church, aud the 
great difference in the stile of the architecture plainly sliews it. The 
few remains of the hospital which are left, prove that the first archi* 
tect adopted tlie Saxon plan of diminutive slips in the wall, for the 
admission of light ; while the second introduced large and lofty win- 
dows, with sharp pointed arches. 

When Hubert de Burgh resigned the patronage of this house to 
the King, he reserved to the society the right of electing their master 
upon a vacancy ; on the condition, that their patron might negative 
their choice, and in his absence, the Lord chief justice of England 
might do the same. If the person nominated was approved of by the 
King, the archbishop of Canterbury was to licence him without delay. 
On the death of a master, or if he resigned, the society were to re- 
ceive the rents, purchase provisions, and pay the bills, until another 
superior could be appointed ; neither was the King^s bailiff to sequester 
any part of their income during the vacancy. 

Several persons of distinction have visited the Maison Dieu at 
different times. King John' visited it, A. D. 1213; and he signed 
precepts, to be sent to the Barons of the Cinque Ports, and to all the 
bailiffs of the towns on the coast, to take an exact list of all vessels, 
capable of carrying six horses, and upwards, and to order them to be 
at Portsmouth on the 24th day of March, without fail. 

He also signed precepts to all Earls, Knights, Barons, and mili- 
tary tenants, to appear at Dover on the 21st of April, for the defence 
of the kingdom, and for the preservation of their lives, and their pro- 
perty. This summons brought together so large a multitude, that 
they could not provide provisions for them ; and all those who did not 
appear properly armed, were dismissed, and there remained sixty 
thousand well appointed troops. 
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While John was waiting here, and expecting the King of France 
to land with his army, Pandulphus, the Pope's legate, sent two Knights 
Templers to the King, to propose a private conference with him- This 
was accepted, and a meeting was held at the Maison Dieu, in Dover. 

John, considering the distracted state of his affairs, found it 
would be expedient to be reconciled to his clergy. He had expelled 
the prior of Christ's Church, and his monks, sixty-four in number, on 
account of the opposition they had made to his nomination of an 
archbishop, and he filled up their places with monks from St. Augus- 
tine's priory. After a banishment of seven years, they were restored 
to their house, and they received a thousand pounds, to recompence 
them for the loss they had sustained. He signed his reconciliation at 
Temple Ewell, on the 13th day of May ; and on the 24th day of the 
same month, he did the same with the archbishop of Canterbury. 

Some historians mention, that John did homage to Pandulphus, 
«t the Maison Dieu, in this town ; and it was either here, or at Tem- 
ple Ewell, near this place. The ceremony was performed, with all 
the humiliating rites, which the feudal Barons required of their tenants. 
The legate was seated on a throne ; and the King being introduced 
into his presence, he kneeled before him ; and lifting up his joined 
hands, and putting them between the legate's, he swore fealty to 
the Pope. 

^* I John, by the grace of God, King of England, and Lord of 
Ireland, for the expiation of my sins, and of my own free will, and 
with the advice and consent of my Barons, do give unto the church 
of Rome, and to Pope Innocent the Third, and to his successors, the 
kingdoms of England and Ireland, together with all the rights belong- 
ing to them, to hold them of the Pope as his vassal ; and I will be 
faithfuUto God, and the church of Rome, and to the Pope my Lord, 
and his successors lawfully elected ; and I bind myself to pay him a 
tribute of a thousand marks of silver yearly, viz. seven hundred for the 
kingdom of England, and three hundred for Ireland.'^ 

G 
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A part of the raoney was unmediately paid, as an earnest of the 
subjection, and the crown and scepter were delivered to the legate. The 
insolent ecclesiastic trampled the money under his feet; and after 
keeping the ensigns of royalty five da^^s, he returned them to the King, 
as a favom- from the Pope, their common Lord. 

Edward the Second, in the 13tli year of his reign, came to the 
abbey of St, Radegond's, near Dover; and in the chapel set apart for 
him in the chancel, he delivered to William Greenfield, dean of Chi- 
chester, his chancellor, the great seal ; and, on the Monday following, 
he came to the Maison Dieu, and sealed several papers on public 
business. 

Edward the Third, in the first year of his reign, embarked at 
Dover ; and his chancellor, William Inge, went to his apartment at the 
Maison Dieu, and signed letters to the lady of Roger Bigod, the grand 
marshal of England ; to Elizabeth, the countess of Hereford and Essex ; 
to Henry of Lancaster, and several other persons of distinction, re- 
quiring them to be at Dover, to receive the King on his return from 
the continent, with his Queen Isabella, daughter of Phihp, the King 
of France. 

Richard the Second, on his way to Dover, issued his precept at 
Rochester, A. D. 1396, requiring the mayors and bailiffs of the Cinque 
Ports to make proclamation, in each of their towns, for all persons 
dealing in provisions, corn, hay, straw, and other necessaries, to be 
ready to supply him at Calais, during his stay at that place, under such 
penalties as he might think proper to inflict. 

When the King arrived at Dover, he went to th^ Maison Dieu, 
and appointed the Regent, and disposed of the great seal ; and he then 
embarked with his uncles, the Dukes of York atid 'Gloucester, and a 
large train of nobility and gentry, for Calais, to meet the French King. 

In the ninth year of the reign of Edward the Second, the master, 
and the other members of the Maison Dieu, were served with a writ, 
to shew cause, why they refused to pay escuage for their lands. They 



Digitized by 



Google 



DOVER. 4S 

pleaded an exemption from military service, by holding them in frank- 
almoine, and such lands were not subject to escuage, if given by a 
t^ubject to a religious house,' so long as the donor, or his heir, had other 
lands in the county, on which escuage could be levied ; in which case 
the sheriff was to discharge the feoffer. 

Henry the Third, in the eleventh year of his reign, confirmed to 
the master, and the other members of this house, a tenth of the profits 
of the imports of Dover ; and the year following, the same sum out of 
the exports, which his bailiff was to pay on the festival of St, Michael. 

The same King, in a charter, dated in the eleventh year of his 
reign, recited, and confirmed, all the donations* made by Simon de 
Wardune, Avith the park adjoining, and one hundred acres of land, 
with their appurtenances, with the services and the acknowledgments 
of the several tenants. 

By the charter, it appears, that William and Thomas le Cupere, 
and their mother, gave nineteen pence, five hens, and seven eggs. 

Jordan, Simon, and Adam Turche, and Thomas Chapel, gave 
thirteen pence, four hens, and five eggs. 

William and Thomas Cupere, gave twenty-four pence, fifteen 
hens, and seventy-five eggs. 

Dalfridus, Reginal, Adam, and Alphage, gave twenty-one pence, 
four hens, and fifty eggs. 

William Burmaghe, and his brethren, gave ninety-five pence, 
twenty-four hens, and one hundred eggs. The grant of a mill at 
Hardes was confirmed at the same time. 

East Bridge. — Henry the Third gave this manor to Hubert de 
Burgh, and Margaret his wife ; with permission for them to give it to 
any religious society within two years. They therefore gave it, with 



' Madox'a Higt Exch. p. 60, 473.— Clans 20 Edw. 1. m. 5, Dono. 
* Dogdale's Monast toI. 3> p. 4a3.~Hasted'8 Hist of Kent, toI. 3, p. 581. 



Digitized by 



Google 



44 HISTORY OF 

the advowson of the church, and all the tenants upon the land, to 
the Maison Dieu, at this place, reserving the knight's fee. 

By a rental, taken in the fifth year of the reign of Elizabeth, this 
society had, prior to their dissolution, 257 acres, 1 rood, and 6 perches; 
and at Burmarsh, 52 acres, 2 roods, and 6 perches. 

Isle of Shepway. — ^The same King, in the fifteenth year of his 
reign, confirmed the grant of William, the son of Richard Wriggle- 
hall, of certain houses and lands, and one hundred shillings yearly, 
from the manor of Darlyngham^ which this society held as a gift of 
Christian Mandeville, countess of Essex. 

Coldred manor. — ^This grant was confirmed by Henry the Third, 
In the reign of Edward the First, they obtained a charter of free war- 
ren, which was, at that time, considered a great privilege. 

' River. — Henry de Essex held the manor of River, A. D. 1163; 
but he forfeited it to the crown, with other lands, for his cowardly 
behaviour, in fighting against the Welch. 

In the reign of John, this manor was held in three parts. One 
part was held of the King, as of his Castle of Dover. Another part 
by the monks of St. Radegond's, which the King had given them in 
the ninth year of his reign ; with the church, and his manor court. 
Henry the Third, in the nineteenth year of his reign, confirmed to 
Hubert de Burgh, that part of the manor of River which was in the 
crown, and he gave it to the Maison Dieu. 

Homechild. — ^This manor was given by Hubert de Burgh to the 
Maison Dieu, and Henry the Third confirmed the grant. By a survey, 
taken in the reign of Richard the Second, ihey had 423 acres, and 
23 perches, in this manor. Their liberal benefactor gave them 91 acres 



' Dogdale, Fhilpot, Harris, aad others. 
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of land at Ruckings, called Maison Dieu Brooks, which the King 
confirmed, as ^he did land held by them at Hope and All Saints. 

KingsdowHy* near Sittingboume. — ^This manor was given by the 
$ame donor. The master of the Maison Dieu, in the twentieth year 
of the reign of Edward the First, claimed free warren there, before 
the itinerant justices at Canterbury. 

Both Philpot, and Harris after him, say, that in the seventeenth 
year of the reign of Edward the Second, this manor was united to the 
Knights Hospitalers, and continued annexed to their demesne lands, 
until the general dissolution of religious houses. 

According to a manuscript in the Harlean library,* Sir John 
Thompson, clerk, master of the Maison Dieu, and his brethren, de- 
raised, in the twenty-seventh year of the reign of Henry the Eighth, 
to Christopher Roper, of East Farleigh, their manor of Kingsdown, 
with all their lands and woods, and 5000 of shydewood, (shingle-wood, 
or billet-wood) to be cut down, and carried away. 

In demesne, they reserved to themselves and their successors, the 
cock-hens, or the fences, and all homage, waifes, and strays, and all 
court leets and law days held for the said nianor ; also two tenements, 
called Shyngle-Cross, and Dangate. The lease was for twenty-one 
years, at the yearly rent of eight pounds. 

* This society had lands at Birchingtpn, and Monkton, in Thanet, 
rented at thirty-three shillings and fourpence yearly, but the donor's 
name is not known. 

Nethermash, contained 60 acres, in the parish of Sholden, with 
a pasture called Le Downe, which belonged to the Maison Dieu, and 
rented at four pounds a^ear. 



' Augmt Office Bundle, Kent, 15. 

* MSS* Harlean Lib. No. 646, art 433, p. 57. 

' MSS. Cot lab. Oalba. £. 4. 
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At the suppression of this house, the income was valued at 
^231 : 16 : 7» according to their receipts; but the clear yearly value 
was £159: 18 : 6/ 

Edward Prescott, of the parish of Guston, A. I), 1482, gave in 
his will, to every member of this societ}' , being a priest, three shillings 
and fourpence, and to every novice twelve pence, to sing dirge and 
masses on his obiit-day, month-day, and twelve-month-day, and for 
all departing souls. 

By the will of John Bingham, proved A. D. 1513, it appears, 
that there were several lights kept burning in this church. He desired, 
after his decease, to be interred in it, and he bequeathed money to 
the high altar for tythes and offerings, which might have been omitted 
through forgetfulness. He also gave money for maintaining Saint 
John's, Saint Christopher's, Saint George's, and Saint Hillary's lights, 
and the light for Our Lady and the cross ; and for six tapers, burning 
before Our Lady in the undercroft, weighing three-fourths of a pound 
of wax ; also three wax tapers, weighing together six pounds, for the 
sepulchre. He gave towards the repairs of the church twenty shillings. 

Thomas Grove devised certain lands to this church, for a priest 
to pray for his soul for ever. 

John Boulle, of the parish of Saint Mary, in Dover, by his will, 
proved A. D. 1536, died seized of a piece of ground in the church- 
yard, in which he kept hogs ; and of another piece in the church, 
where he had a stable. 

This house, and the buildings, were soon after left to the deso- 
lating bauds of Ralph BufFkin, Thomas Wingfield, and Robert Ne- 
thersole; but as the walls of the church were built chiefly with flint, 
the materials would not pay the expence of taking them away ; and 
as there was no profit to be obtained by levelling the fabrick, the walls 
were left, and are still standing. 



'Dngdale. 



-**> 
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By the return of the commissioners, there were in this church^ at 
the time of its suppression, a censer of silver, gilt ; two gilt silver 
cruets ; a cross, plated with silver, and gilt ; and a challice, well 
doubled gilt. These were all taken away by Robert Nethersole, of 
Dover, without any authority, neither was it publicly known how he 
disposed of them. 

The value of this vicarage, in the reign of Richard the Second, 
was £3 : 16 : 8. It was not taxed to the tenths. 

The trustees appointed by the authority of parliament^ A. D. 
1650, surveyed the lands, and the premises, belonging to the Maison 
Dieu, late the property of Charles Stewart, King of England, let at 
the yearly rent of j£l2 : 10 : 8, and intended for sale. Their valua- 
tion was as follows. 

45 Acres of meadow land^ in Guston and Charlton^ 35 10 5 

56 Acres^ Great Arable Fields in Guston and Charlton^ 42 

80 Acres of pasture^ near Dover Castle^ ^ 32 

150 Acres^ Warden Down^ on the north side of the Castle^ 41 5 

20 Acres Castle Land^ near the last-mentioned fields 7 

Improved rent^ ^}57 15 5 

Other premises belonging to the Maison Dieu. 

£. s. d. 

A tenement in Biggin Street^ 4 10 

A tenement^ and two pieces of land^ it Biggin Street^ 1 

A plat of ground in Eastbrook Streets ^ 5 

A tenement near the. Fish Market^ • 2 O 

A tenement and eighteen perches of laiid> Above Wall; ' 2 

• rf 9 15 
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The valuation of tJie Maison Dieu by the commissioners^ when divided into 

severat lots. 

Lot. *^' «• ^• 

1. A maltliouse^ and one acre of land, .... 30 

2. Three roods of land, 9 

3 1 10 

4. One rood and ten perches, 10 

5 3 

6. One rood of land, 8 

7. Ten perches, 5 

8 1 

9. Two roods pf land, 3 

10. Three roods, 10 

1 1 . The Maison Dieu, enclosed with a stone ^ 

wall, a bam, and other buildings, > 30 

valued at the yearly rent of ^ 

J? 110 10 



If the valuation of the lands by the commissioners under Crom- 
well, be compared with the rents while held of the King, or even with 
those of the present day, it will shew, that their pretended zeal for cor- 
recting abuses, was a cloak to cover their extorting money from the 
tenants who held estates under the crown. The following valuation 
will be a further proof of this. 

A second valuation of the lands belonging to the Maison Dieu. 

1. Nicholas Lowe's meadow, adjoining the river, near Dover, 7 

5. Two acres andtwo roods of land> on the north side of the park wall, 3 
n3. Sixty acres, iu the Maison Dieu field, in Charlton, 75 

4. Castle Down pasture, sixteen acres, in Charlton, 8 

6. Copehill field, or Castle Down, eight acres, 16 

6. Brookca's ditch> five acres, « 7 

Carried forward, 4^116 
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j6. s. d. 

Blrougbt forward^ 116 

7. Limekiln fields adjoiniog Dorer priory souths ten acres^ 11 

8. Upper meadow^ tUree roods^.. 1 10 

9. Sedge meadow, near Charlton barn^ •••»••••• 10 

10. A meadow at Charlton^ two roods^ •• . • • •• . • 1 10 

11. The sheep piece, or ozier ground, one rood, 10 0. 

13. The coppice called Tradamus, four acres, at River, 2 

IS. The coppice, or Paul's Thorn wood, five acres, at Alkham, • • 2 

14. PauPs Thorn, or Maison Dieu close, one rood, « • • • • 15 



£ 145 5 a 



The Maison Dieu was used as a victualling office in the time of 
Henry the Eighth ; but in the beginning of the reign of Elizabeth, the 
premises were converted, with several tenements, and let on lease to 
Thomas Bloome, malster, at the yearly rent of sixty pounds. 

Queen Elizabeth, by her letters patent, in the twenty-eighth year 
of her reign, granted to William Skiffington, and Elizabeth his wife, 
and John their son, or the longest liver of them, the last-mentioned 
premises^ at the yearly rent of sixteen pounds and sixpence. 

Charles, in the first year of his reign, granted the reversion of the 
same premises for forty years, at the same rent, to Thomas Carey, one 
of the grooms of his bedchamber, reserving a right of revoking any 
part of his grant useful to the navy, at a reasonable abatement of the 
rent. 

Tlie church, and a small building at the east end of it, and a part 
of the wall which enclosed the park, are all the remains that the ra- 
vages of time, and the desolating hand of reformers, have left us of 
this house. 

If the roof of the church was ever supported with pillars, they 
have all been taken away ; and the windows, which were large and 
lofty, have been built up with bricks, and the building is now con- 

H 
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vrerted into a brewfaouse, and a bakehouse, for the use of the navy, with 
4tore-rQQin9 for wheat, flour> and biscuit 

While the church is used for brewing and baking for the nayy, 
there will be always a building, to point out, to the curious traveller, 
the place where the great Hubert de Burgh expended so much mpney, 
and gave such large donations fbr the accommodation of pilgrimsi and 
other persons passing through Dover, to and from the continent. 

On the opposite side of the road, and » Uttle beyond the Maison 
pieut th«?e was a Saxon burying ^und, wh^re s^eral sw^rcb, spraiVt 
4Qd beadSt have been found in digging chalk ; and when St. Mary's 
workhouse was built, fourteen urns of course clay were ploughed up, 
standing in a row near each other, which were broken to pieces by the 
sh^r^ Thoy did not cootoJA my thing but a few ashes. 



a'>i 
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CHAP. IV. 



Saint Bartholomew's Hospital^ near Dover ^ built for Lepers. Different 
opinions of the disease. Examination of patients. When^ and hy^ 
whomy their rules and laws were compiled^ Regulations of the So^ 
cietf/^ Their poverty. Fair. Suppression^ and grants of lands. 



In the reign of King Stephen, and about the year 1153, an hosk 
pital was erected near Dover, either by Osborne and Godwin, two 
monks belonging to the priory of Saint Martin ; or by Theobald, arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, with the consent of the prior and his brethren. 

They gave a piece of land called Thega, at the foot of the hill, on 
the left hand side of the road going to Canterbui y, £ar the scite of the 
bouse, and nearly opposite to Barton farm. It was granted on this 
condition, that the society of the new hospital should daily pray for 
the souls of all the members of the priory, their predepessors and sue* 
cessoro. As the Benedictines had received their extensive donations 
from their liberal benefactors on these terms, they required the same 
conditions from those, who were to receive a trifling &vw from them. 

This hospital, like many others built for leprous persons, ' was de- 
dicaited to Saint Bartholomew. In the ninth century, there were nine- 



s«aBC 



^ It hag been topposed, that the Lepra Ara^ 
Hum was first brought from the east into Eng-^ 
land, and many conjectares hare been, offered, 
to define the natare of the lepro^ of the Eoro- 
peans ; but doubts seem still to be entertained, 
both of the origin, and the primary cause of it. 



Whether thb disease was » native,^ or trans* 
planted from a more southern clfanate, it cer- 
imnly spread with great rapidity amongst the 
inhabitants of £nrope ; and- it made sneh terrible 
HiTages in the human system, that all the pallia, 
tires, administered by the sons of iEscuIapius, 
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teen thousand of these in Europe, for the reception of persons of both 
sexes, who were afflicted with a loathsome and fatal disease ; and as 
they were but seldom visited by the rich and the great for accommo- 
<lations, this might be one reason why so many of them were meanly 
endowed, when compared with other religious houses, which were 
enriched by the mistaken piety of our ancestors* 



•C5u1d never prevent the infection from sending 
the unhappy sufferer to an^ untimely ^ave.* 

Dr. Rush considered the leprosy, the elephan- 
tiasis, and the venereal disease, as different mo- 
edifications of the same disorder. 

+ It could apt be the elephantiasis of the 
east, as that affects only the leg, and has been 
accurately described by anintelligent and modern 
traveller, who says it is not isfections. 

The red disease of the Egyptians, mentioned 
by Sonini, and described by Hillary as the le- 
prosy of the joints, seems to agree, in some of 
its symptonw, vith the Eiiropean leprosy ; but 
the disease was net to be communicated by an 
infectious person, nor were the .natives in the 
least apprehensiYe of taking it. The leper of 
Tahta, who applied to him for relief, proves 
that the disease was ^lot infisctious. 

The red disease of the fjgyptians, may be the 
second stage of the Lepra Arabtum^ by the de- 
scription^iven of it by an inhabitant on the coast 
of Africa. He says, as the disorder ad?ances, 
the fingers and toes are affected with spreading 
ulcerations, which become considerably enlarged, 
and in due time drop off. The lobes of the ears 
are much thickened^ and the Ups swollen. In 
4he third stage^ the progress is marked by the 



voice, which becomes hoarse and guttcral. The 
patient ^neraUy speaks through the nose, be- 
cause of the ulceration in the throat, and foams, 
the disease then advances very rapidly ; and when 
the voice becomes unintelligible, death soon closes 
the scene. 

The difference in the symptoms, between the 
European leprosy, and the Lepra Jrabiumy in 
the tenth and eleventh centuries, might be owing 
to a difference in climate, and diet; and the ori- 
ginal cause m^ht still be the same. The ancient 
practitioners of the healing art certainly attended 
to the symptoms. They have described the voice 
of the patient to be hoarse, and passing through 
the nose. The face as shining and bIoated| with 
Icnobs green at the bottom, and white on the 
top. Their eyes red and inflamed, and their ears 
swollen and ulcerated near the lower parts, and 
their flesh coming away with the hair. The nose 
sunk, by the rotting away of the cartilage. The 
norstrils contracted inward, and if pricked with 
a needle, it gave no pain. 

The method of taking this disease, and the 
fatal effects which followed, are particularly de- 
scribed by Dr. Gascoigne, chancellor of the unl- 
versify of Oxford, A.D. 14S0.}: 



« Winlerboctoia's Accoiiat of the DiieaNt t»r the Afrieant, vol. 8, p. 60, ftc. 

t See PhU. tnm. 



f Brnce» vol. Sy p« 40, Ac. 
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Robert Wdls, and John Hewsfield, two monks belonging to tlie 
priory of Saint Martin, and Thomas of Canterbury, their superior, 
A. D. 1373, compiled, from the papers in their possession, and from- 
their memoirs, a ledger book, for the use of the society. 

The manuscript, which contains the orders to be observed, at 
the admission of this patients, the laws for the government of the 
house, and the terrier of the lands, tenements, and annuities belong- 
ing to the hospital, is in good preservation, in the Bodlean Library, 
at Oxford. 

It was at iirst intended, that the society should consist of ten^ 
brethren, and as many sisters ; but as the charitable donations were 
not equal to their expectations, they were reduced to eight of each. 
Before the patients were admitted, they were examined upon oath, by 
persons appointied for the purpose. 

The Terms of Admission. 

Every petitioner for admission, was first to obtain the consent of 
the society, and then to pass an examination before the superior of 
the house, relative to the symptoms of the disease, which are described 
in the note, A married woman could not be received, without the 
consent of her husband. 

At the time of admission, the new member was to pay a certain 
sum into the fund, for the benefit of the society ; half a mark to the 
warden, four-pence to each brother and sister, and a fee to the porter 
of the lodge. 

Before the patient was clothed in the habit of the society, the 
vestments were blessed by the priest ; and when the service was ended, 
they ^administered the fallowing oath. 

" I A. B. here before God, and holy Bartholomew, and all saints, 
do promise to be faithful, and useful, to the society of holy Bartho- 
lomew, near Dover ; to be obedient to my superior, and to have love 
to my brethren and sisters. I will be sober, and chaste ; and a moiety 
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of the property I shall die posteseed of, shall belong to the hoopitaK 
I do also swear, that I will pray for the peace of the King and Queen^ 
for the prior and convent of Saint Martin's; for the burgesses of the 
town, both on the land and the water, and for all the deceased bene^ 
Actors of this hospital/' 

The person to be admitted was then sprinkled with holy water^ 
and led to the altar ; and after the service for the occasion^ the can- 
didate was clothed in the proper habit of the society. 

The superior was obliged to swear, that he would observe the 
rules and orders of the house, and preserve the goods, and be obe-- 
dient to his visitor, and render an account of his office when called 
upon^ 

The warden seemed to consider the prior of Saunt Martin as his. 
visitor ; but he was so far independent, that he and his iHethren had 
a seal, and they could accept grants of lands^ and do many acts of a 
corporate body. 

IdbaiiofU. 

lliese were certam pcnrtions delivered to each member on parti-^ 
cular festivals. 

At Christmas, they had each of them ei^t-pence, and their usual 
allowance of pork, barley, and beer. 

They had an oblation of two-peace for a dinner, on the festival 
of the Nativity ; the same oa Easter-^ay, on the day of the dedication 
of their church, and their own birth day, according to ancient custom. 

On the festival of Saint Bartholomew, their patron saint ; on the 
vigil and festival of the Nativity of Christ, the Circumcision, and the 
Epiphany, they received four«pence. They had also pan-cakes dis- 
tributed among them, and the alms given on the festival of Saint 
Bartholomew. 

They were allowed oats for porridge, and beans and peas to seed 
their ground. Upon the death of a brother os a sister, two measures 
of fine flour were distributed among th^m. 
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No member admitted into the society, neither man nor woman, 
were to go beyond the gates of the dormitory, without permission 
either of the warden, or the matron ; and after their first sleep, they 
weK to sit up in their beds, and say a Paternoster, 

The men were not to tap at the door of the women's dormitory in 
tiie night, nor to play any pranks, nor make any assignations. 

They were to share equally the increase growing on a field called 
Kose Bound, on the lands on the east side of the hospital ; and twelve 
feet wide rcnrnd the water called Thega, and the willows of their own 
growth. 

They shared equally all profits arising from their dairy, their 
poultry, aud their sucking pigs ; but if they were weaned, the money 
vas placed to the general ftmd. 

No member could be aboent a night from the hospital^ without 
the permission of the prior of Saint Martin's ; and for a breach of thia 
rule, and for quarrels, he could inflict what punishment he pleased; 
nor were they to contract any debts without his leave. 

Th^ warden was to attend |n taking in, and securing their provi» 
sions, and to reader an account to the visitor ; and he was to see that 
the healthy and the diseased were not in the same room. 

The common seal of their hospital) and the grants of their Wmdi 
and teiKiBento, were to be deposited in a safe place ; neither could 
they cdienate, without the consent of t^e visitor. 

Retirement was deemed necessary, and they were not to have 
any windows, which commanded a prospect either of tiie road, or 
the town. 

The warden was to keep an inventory of the goods in tlie house» 
and the images in the church, and to'have the lamps lighted at the 
entrance into the chapel ; and the gate leading to the dormitory was to 
\k kiept shut during tJie night. Certain alms and oblations were to be 
expended in beautifying the church, and a lamp was to be kept daily 
biuAiag Italbre the criMifi^ 
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The priest was to be allowed the usual fee for daily masses, for 
mattins, vespers, and administering the sacraments, and for confessing 
those belonging to the hospital; but he could not receive the confes- 
sions of any other person. 

The thirteen wax tapers, and the four pounds of cotton candles, 
lighted only on the festival of the Nativity, and of Saint John, were 
equally divided among the members of the house. 

This^ hospital, like many others dedicated to Saint Bartholomew, 
had for many years a very confined income, and they depended chiefly 
upon their industry, and the occasional gifts they received from diseased 
persons. Their poverty was so pressing at their first iinstitulion, that 
Theobald, archbishop of Canterbury, gave them a hcence ' to collect 
alms within his diocese, for twenty days ; and' Richard, bishop of Chi- 
chester, gave them the same privilege. 

Jc^ Challfield obtained permission to collect alms, for two years, 
throughout all England. In the year 1370, they obtained a further 
grant, with the same privilege ; and pope Clemment encouraged the 
people to bestow their alms, as they hoped for a remission of their sins. 

They had a grant for holding a fair within the precincts of their 
hospital, on the festival of their patron saint. 

' As this house was suppressed with the Maison Dieu, and the 
priory, it is probable that the disease, which had afi[licted so many of 
its inhabitants, had lost much of its malignity, by the application of 
some specific, which rendered such hospitals unnecessary. 

The avarice of the King would hardly have carried him &g far, as 
to seize on an assylum for such miserable and infectious persons, if the 
treatment of theirj^ifsasp hs^^^^not been better understood than it was 
by the ancient physicians. 

When this house was suppressed, the church and the buildings 
were demolished by one John Boulle, a leading man in Dover,' without 
any commission ; and he did his business so ^ectually, that he did 
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^6t leave one stone upon another to stand. He was so eager after 
gain, that he pulled up the grave stones, and plundered the dead. 

Their annuities, rents^ and other particulars, may be seen in the 
following list. 

'Lands, Tenementg, and Annuities, and the 'names of places where Yearly Rent. 
the I^ands were situated. Monjey. Fowls. 

£. 8. d. 

lisnd^ in Biggin ward^ in Dover^ 4 & 3*0(H^b. 

House and garden^ in Bj^n ward^ 4 d«aarii^ ^ .. 3 6 

'House and garden, in ditto^ . Q 5 % codu. 

•House and garden^ inditto^ ....« 4 7 2c6cka. 

House and garden^ in ditto^ , 2 3 S^XM^a. 

A messuage, in La Boor^ ^ 4 ^9 

An annuity from a messuage in Biggin ward, ^.^. 3 

Messuages, in Saint Mary's w«:d, ^ 16 # 

An annuity from a messuage, in Burman ward^ ^.. 2 <7 

Land, in Burman street, value not known. 

A tenement, in Burman ward, ,«p^. ^ .^ 2 § 

A house, in Ox ward, value not known. 

A house, in Snargate ward, value not known. 

Land and houses, in^iSnargate ward, value not kJIOWJi. 

Land, in Ballast ward, value not known. 

Certain buildings, in Ballast ward, ^ ..^ 9 7 

Xand and tenement, in ballast ward, value not known. 

Land and building, in Park's ward, ..^^.«.^^ 12 j() 

ijoAs in Broad streets .v|ily« |iot ki}pvf9. 

Land, in Wolves ward, ....... •• • « •»••»•#•• » «-# .^ # t • 6 # 

Tenement, w Wolve« waril ,. \fi ^ 

Lands, in Wolves wi^rdj » • ••« • !.»•«••.•••. • « « • » • 9 2 9 

Messuage, in Wohes w^rd^ .« • • ••^ ^.« « • t . • • • • 4) d 

Lfind, in Wolves ward, O 2 ^ 

Tenement, in Wolves ward, ^ .»••»•» .^ ,. • • .^ .2 S 

Messuage, in Horse-pool ward, • • • . ... • • • • ^ • , • .9 

Maiiiitge, jn Hori^-ppol v^^rd. ^,^ ^ 9 # 

SLandj half an acre, in Castle Dane^ value not knwiNi. 
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lAnfiti, TenemefVts^ ^d.Aomiities, uad thejiames of places whato Yearly Roift 

the Lands were situated. * JVIonej. Fowls. 

£. 8. d. 

Houses^ in Horse-pool 'ward^ • 4 

Xiands^ in the port of Dover^ ward not mentioned^ * 5 

A house^ in ditto^ value not known. 
A messuage and garden, in difto^ Talue not known. 
Lands^ in the port of Dover^ ward not mentioned^ •••.•• 10 
.Xiandsj in Charlton, value not known. 

An annuity^ out of a messuage, in Charlton^ • • • • • 9 

Land«^ in Charlton, value not known. 

Part of a messuage^ in Charlton^ • .^ ^ ••••.«• 6 

Ziftud, ^alf an acre, near the prior's lands. 

A tenement, near the hospital, ^.^0 9 i cock. 

A curtilagium, in Charlton, . ; 1 4 cocki. 

One acre and a half of land^ near the prior's lands, an 
annuity, payable from it, of eight shillings to the prior^ 
and the same to Saint John's church, in Dover. 

An acre and a half of land, in Spital Down. 

SLaads, in Berghes, by paying eight shillings yearly, at two 

payments, to Saint Nicholas church. 

liands, in Berghes, ^ "3 

One acre of land, at Le Lyncihe. 

Four acres and a half of land, on Windless Down. 

*Three virgtftas of land, at Charlton. 

One curtilagium, at Charlton, by paying i;wenty shillings 

and fonr cocks, to the lord prior. 
An annuity, out of land near the hospital lands, ••«••••• 5 cocks. 

One acre and a quarter t>f land, at Poltone. 

Two acres of land, at Poltone, 4 O 

Two acres and a hdf, and one virgata, on Windless Down. 

Half anacreof land, at Atterton, .«««.«•»« 4) 4 O 

Sixty acres of land, at Atterten. 
Three virgatas of land, at Bocland. 
Three virgatas of land, at ditto. 

Annuity^ durii^ the 4ife of the giver, ^ • • « • ^ « O IS 4) i oock 

Certain iiiesftuages^ atBodand* 



Digitized by 



Google 



Lands, TenementB, and Annuities, and the names of places wbexe Tearlj Rent 

the Lands wece situated* Monej^ Fowlfei 

sB. 8. d. 

One tenement^ «.«^ •»...• ••^. ••;•• 4 Scocks^ 

One tenement^ at Bocland^ • • • • • ..••.• 3 4 1 cock*. 

An acre of land^ • • • • 2 

A mill^ at Atterton^ ..^. ^... ... . 10 

A water miW, at Bocl'and. 

An annuity from a messuage^ at Boclaad. •• .r^.. 8 

Lands, at Bodand^ bj pajing to the prior of Dover one 
denarius yearly. 

Two acres of land, at Eastbridge. 

An annuity from lands, at River, •••.••.»...• 5 0^ 

Two acres of land, fourteen denarii, at River. 

Two acres of land, at Longport. 

Two acres of land, at River and Longport. 

Certain lands, quantity not known, at Thotbey. 

An annuity of twelve denarit, out of lands*, at Boatale. 

Five acres and a balf of land, at Swynefield. 

Five acres of land, for twenty years, at Swynefield.. 

A persouga^e thetythe of his land, at Swynefield. 

. Fourteen acres of land, at Wingbam. 

Two acres of land, value eight denarii, at Sbolden. 

One acre and three virgatas of land, at Deal. 

One acre of land, and a tenement, at Tihnanstone. 

Half an acre of land, at Ryngewood. 

Thirty acres of l&nd, and two tenements, at Tiltnanstmie. 

Lands, at Canterbury and Woodaiselk, •......•. Ot T 0:^ 

An amuiity from.landa,. at Leedes, •».••«.••.• •» .^^ 1& €b 
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CHAP. V. 



The Collegiate ChuncU of Saint MarJin. By whom founded: The 
canons removed from the Castle . Ckafiams i^ ike King. Held thein 
lands in common. Odo dkided th^minPd 9rperute prehendntrks. Dt^ 
scription of iheir lands from Doomsday Book. Deprived of some of 
iheir manors. Revenue diminished.^ The number of soUns they pos-^ 
sessed. Difficulty in, ascertaining the number of acres. The canons, 
build several churches. Required to use hospitality. Statutes to pre^ 
vent the abuse of it. Complaints against them. Dispossessed.^ Priorjf^ 
built. Long contentions. Surnender and demolition of the Priory^ 
Library^ List of priors^ Rent ^ aima»^ Sufragarti bishops. Fran^ 
chises. 

It ia recorded in aoi antieftt CHrontcle," that Withred, King at 
Kent, built Saint Martin's church, with several edifices, in the town o^ 
Dover, for the accommodation oi twenty-two secular canons,. wliicK. 
lie removed from the^Ca&Ue^ To. prevent any cause of complaint^ 
and to reconcile them to their new situatiooy: h& secured to the canons^ 
by charter, all the fraaehi^es^ end pMBemioM wbich they ha4 enjoyevi 
on the Castle hitt ; and^ he added thii^ ftiBtber pmiit^g/^ of eX6«ifH*Bg 
them from the jdlrisdiGiioo of* ai[>y. ordinary M judga^ QM^dptiag lain^ 
self, and the Pope, and his successors,. Kings of England. 

As their sovereign was. their patron, they were endowed at an. 
early period with large grants of land in the neighbourhood of their 
church, and several of their members were chaplains to the King« Their 



Cot Lib. yeip.« B. 7, p« 4% lAtiiif Dngdale's Monut wl 1^ Noa&ui Eiirack. 
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DOVEK. 61 

Bftmes were- Bkldwin^ Alwi,. Spirites, Alrie^ Eraielt^ Le^in, Edwin^ 
und Uhic/ aikl they had a chapel in their church appropriated to the 
King's use. The canons^ held their possessions in common, under se- 
veral of the Saxon Kings ; but encFoachmenls wece made upon their 
estates prior to the Norman Conquest. 

la the reign of Harold, Alnod, the superior Thane- of the dis-^ 
trict, seized the manors of Mersham and Hawkings, without making^ 
them any adequate fecompeace^ bm could they procure any redress- 
from the King. 

Several of the canons were prebendaries,. fl«d they had houses^ 
and land& amiexed to them at Sibertswould^ Buckland, Charlton^ 
Farthingloe, Guston, Deal, and Saint Margaref s neai" Dover. Thi». 
was done by Odo, Earl of Kent The- particulars of each of theuL 
may be seen in the following table. 



> Doomida; Book. 
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Bired, Godric, and Sewen, held one solin, and sixteen acres, upon 
•which there were three'villains, and nine borderers, with one caruc, 
which rented for twenty shillings, exclusive of their prebendal lands. 

In Linwarle's lest — there were, upon the solin in Blackbourne 
hundred, nine viHains, with two carucates, at the yearly rent of six- 
teen shillings and eight-pence. 

In the hundred of Street — the canons had one solin in Stanested^ 
and seven villains, with two carueates and one half, and seven bor- 
derers, and pasture which paid sixteen shillings and eight-pence yearly. 

In Belisolt hundred — they had one solin, upon which there were 
seven villains and seven borderers, with four carueates, which yielded 
nineteen shillings and ten-pence. 

They had also three solins, and five dens, with seven villains and 
five borderers, who had three carueates and one half, fcMr which they 
•received eight shillings and nine-pence. 

In Brenset — they had a small piece K>f land, on which there were 
two villains and three borderers, with half a caruc, worth fifteen pence. 

The whole of the above-mentioned premises lay between the 
wood and tlie open country ; and when 'they were held in common 
-by the canons, in the time of the Confessor, they were valued at ten 
pounds. 

The lands at Northwood, Ripa, and Brandet, were given them 
in alms, and they were worth twenty shillings. Upon a part of theiv 
^lemesne lands, they had seven villains, with half a caruc, which paid 
three pounds, and it was appropriated to the buying them shoes. 
They held in Eastry lath, and the hundreds of Comelo and Bewsbery, 
twenty-one solins. One in the hundred of Eastry; another in the 
hundred of Belisolt ; and a third in the hundred of Blackbourne. 

The prebendaries held their lands in common in the reign of 
Edward the 'Confessor, and they produced in the whole sixty-one 
•pounds; but when the Norman survey was made, they yielded hm 
more than forty-eight pounds^ six shillings, and four-fience. 
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l^pb CoIonibeU hdd t3k»n fvomthem « p«ffti»se4 Robert of Rom- 
aaey » s«M woFk, 9n4 » fokery wiQrtb tweaty pei>©€ yearly. Hubert, the 
-mu of l»o^ g»ve to the S^ii^p of BateauK » mark of gold, to permit 
hm to uUm^ possession of a iJMiU which belonged to the canona, and 
im held it contrary to all right. Lambart also took from them one, 
;and Woodward another, and Ralph Curbapine a third. 

The canons had three chwches in the towB, worth tlurty shit- 
Sings aiid e^ght-peoce.; a garden and a pasture at Medredive, valued 
idt nine shillings ao4 ^bur-pence^ and aiK>th6r a Sibberts would, at 
^sixteen peace. 

In the reiga of Edward the Confessor, they had ten mills, and 
K)ne half of a mill, wliich were valued at the N^^rnian survey at twelve 
fMMjiads ; i»ut they ddd not yield so mueb 4o the canon& I'hey had 
«^ight men ia the milU. 

Tlie archbishop received annually <of the canons fifty-five shil- 
^gfi. They held four hundred acres and a half in common, which 
wer« e^timal^d at two solins and a hal^ that never paid any lot or 
cwptoip, because thie twenty-three soUns vfete free of taxes. 

Under the Saxon Kings they bad <one Imndred acres of la»id at 
^ver^ fifty at NorthnK^od^ aud one hundred at Brant, with three vit- 
dains and nine borderers, with one caruc and a half, free of taxes. 

Robert of Romuey wceeoded Alnod, and be held the manors of 
Mershaip apd Hawkings, wJMch ought to have reverted to the canons. 

William* ihe son of Ager, held in Calarton (Charlton) one solm, 
4U^ one caruc, with a null of Smty shillings. He also held a church 
ItPL Pov<!r of the bishop, fcnr wbicji he gave hira two pounds ; but the 
4(yipqQs eloftiaed it. The total value was six pounds ia the time of 
King l^wwpAf mi twelve when Sirod hold it. 

The bishop of Baieaux took eight acres ^om the pvebendat lands, 
It^longillg to Edwin, in the Parish of Saint Margaret, whioh he gave 
te AiaOs his fslerk; and vhen the survey was made» Uhdc, of Qxc«i- 
^ords held^lhra^ 
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DOVER. 65 

OdOy by appropriating the lands in different manors to the pre- 
bendariesy and by suffering his military retainers to seize on the 
possessions of the canons, he had an opportunity of gratifying his 
ecclesiastical and military dependants, at the expence of this society. 

At the time of the Norman Conquest, celibacy was not enjoined 
the clergy ; for the sons of several of the prebendaries of the collegiate 
church, at Dover, succeeded their fathers. Ulric, Segar, and Aired, 
were the sons ©f priests. 

Though the number of solins belonging to the canons are parti- 
cularly enumerated, there appears to be a difficulty in ascertaining 
the (juantity of acres which they contained with accuracy. The divi- 
sion of the county of Kent into solins by the Norman surveyors, is as 
it was taxed in the time of the Confessor; and the reducing them to 
the Norman method of reckoning by carucates, and to the English 
mode by acres, has given rise to a diversity of opinions. A caruc has 
been estimated to contain as much land, as a team of oxen could 
plough in a year, including the meadow ground belonging to the vil- 
lains ; but it appears that the number of acres have varied in several 
instances, in different lordships ; and there have been three, and three 
and a half, and even four carucates, to make a solin. 

In the preface to Thoroton's History of Nottingham, he says, 
that as far back as the annals of the measure of the county carry us, 
they were taken from the plough. With the Saxons, a family, a mense, 
and a hide, are of the same signification as a caruc with the Normans, 
or what we call a ploughland ; which is as much land as a team of 
oxen will plough, with pasture for the cattle. 

The caruc is the same with the hide, which frequently consisted 
of one hundred and twenty acres ; but this number varied, according 
to the good or bad quality of the soil. 

The virgata was also unequal, but four of them made a caruc ; ftnd 
so were the bowata, or what we call an oxgang, eight of which made 
9 caruc ; but these also varied with the fruitfulness or the sterility of 

K 
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the soil. Sometimes they contained twelve, sixteen, or eighteen acres. 
Nor were the acres always equal ; and it is difficult to ascertain the 
exact quantity of the lene, or the quarentum, in the Doomsday Book. 
It was these measures regulated all the taxes and aids. 

According to Madox, there was also a great difference in quan- 
tity or extent, between one knight's fee and another ; but if the King 
enfeoffed a person with a knight's fee, he took it as such, whether 
it contained more or less acres. When there is so much unc*ertainty 
about the number of acres contained in a hide, it will be difficult to 
ascertain how many acres the canons possessed at the time of the 
Norman survey. 

If a caruc be estimated at sixty acres, Avhich is the lowest I have 
seen it mentioned in the Doomsday Book for Kent, and a solin at 
three carucates, the canons had not less than four thousand eight 
hundred acres of land. But they have been estimated much higher ; 
and it hath been computed, that they had eight thousand and iifty 
acres, in different lordships. 

Their demesne lands amounted to four hundred acres ; and they 
had several manors in frank-al-amoigne, for the particular purpose of 
clothing the members of the society. 

The demesne lands, the seven hundred acres appropriated for their 
prebendaries, and their lands held by an eleemosynary tenure, were 
exempted from all taxes and immunities to government. The estates 
in the occupation of their tenants and villains, completed the number 
of solins assessed to the King. 

The canons continued upwards of four hundred years in their 
situation in the town, and they built three churches ; but they would 
not permit the officiating priests to begin mass, until it was begun 
in the collegiate church. They were also prohibited from taking any 
fee, offering, or emolument, of any denomination, and the canons 
maintained their authority with a strict hand. 
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As they were exempted from the jurisdiction of their diocesan, 
and were answerable for their conduct only to their Sovereign and 
the pope, it has been said, that they sometimes stepped beyond the 
bounds of ecclesiastical decorum, and the rules and discipline of their 
order ; and their little indiscretions might be magnified, by the keen 
eye of envy, into high crimes. 

It is certain, that the archbishop of Canterbury had, for a con- 
siderable time, been desirous of obtaining a controuling power over 
the canons ; and they might have had spies to observe their motions,, 
to calumniate, and render them odious in the sight of the people, to 
induce the King to put them under his jurisdiction. 

In the reign of Henry the First, they were accused of behaving 
indecently to single and married women, both within and without the 
walls of the town ; and the accusation, if true, was too serious to pass 
unnoticed. William Corboil, or, as his name is sometimes written,. 
Corbois, archbishop of Canterbury, A. D, 1124, informed the King^ 
that his canons at Dover could not be cited to his court, for any of- 
fence, however great, and that he would be answerable to God for all 
the sins they committed. These complaints were repeated, at every 
convenient opportunity, during six years, with additional aggravations^ 

To the crime of gallantry, they added worldly cares, temporal 
pursuits, dissipations, and the wasting of their revenue in extravagant 
luxuries. Many of the religious societies were, at that time, frequently 
put to heavy expences, by the nobility, gentry, and others, who vi- 
sited them, when travelling either on business or pleasure ; and they 
expected that the ecclesiastics would treat them hospitably. As they 
were situated in a town, through which there were many passing to 
and from the continent, they were obliged frequently to receive 
visitors, and to spend large sums in entertaining them. 

The religious orders, in the time of £dward the First, found, that 
having so many persons to accommodate, was such a heavy burden,, 
that their income was insufficient to support their expences, and ta use 
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hospitality to the poor. To check this growing evil, it was enacted, 
" That no person should visit a religious house at the expence of the 
society, unless he was the founder, or previously invited by the 
superior/'* 

As their stock and game were often taken away, under [feigned 
and false pretences, from their demesne and other lands, it was found 
expedient to check the depredatory practice;* and it was further 
enacted, " That no person under the pretence of kindred, or any other 
excuse, should hunt in any park, fish in any pond, or lodge in any 
mansion house, belonging to a religious society, without leave from 
the superior, or his bailiff/' If they came by permission, they were 
not to open any door or window they found shut, nor force any lock, 
nor take away any provision, by pretending to purchase it. 

From this precaution it is evident, that the rich visitors often 
made free with the property of the ecclesiastics, and put them to heavy 
expences. But these were not their only burdens. The rich abbots, 
and the heads of the Cistercienses ; ' the orders of Saint Augustine, 
Saint Benedict, and many alien priories, without the knowledge of 
the King, and contrary to the laws of the realm, oppressed them with 
pensions, prebends, corrodies, churches, and their clerks; it was there- 
fore enacted, ** That they should not contribute to any superior be- 
yond the sea.'* 

As the rules of several of the religious orders were poverty and 
obedience, the rich monastic houses compelled those under them, to 
act up to the letter and spirit of their vows ; and by laying so many 
impositions upon them, it was with difficulty they procured a scanty 
maintenance. 

Though the canons of the collegiate church at Dover were free 
from the demands of any superior, they were frequently called upon 
to entertain the nobility and gentry, at a very heavy expence. 



* Stat 3 Edw. $yCB. * SEdw. 3^ c. 1. '9 Edw. 2, c 11.— 4^ Edw. 3, c. la 
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Tlie archbishop made this the ground of his cdmplaint ; and at the 
feast of the dedication of Christ Church, at Canterbury, there were 
present King Henry, and his Queen ; David, the King of the Scots, 
and many of the nobiUty and gentry ; and in the presence of this august 
assembly, the prelate renewed his complaints. He said, that the dissi- 
pated lives of the canons, at Dover, were as offensive to God, as they 
were detrimental to tlie morals of the inhabitants of a populousr town ; 
and the prior, and his brethren, of the priory of Christ Church, joining 
with their diocesan,' they obtained the promise of the King of a grant 
of his royal chapel at Dover, without giving the canons an opportunity 
of vindicating their own conduct. *They prevailed on the King to 
grant all their revenue, whether arising from the land or the sea ; with 
the privilege of sending a superior from their own society, to govern 
the house at Dover, llie archbishop, having obtained this valuable 
acquisition to his priory, was obliged, both in prudence and sound po- 
licy, to guard against similar complaints in future. 

He laid the foundation of a new building, called the priory, A. D, 
1132, in the fields not far from the town ; and he had the work carried 
on with such expedition, that it was finished in four years, with all its 
extensive buildings. The archbishop himself, having been a canon, was 
partial to the order, and he proposed placing the canons of Morton in 
his new priory. He obtained a grant from the King for this purpose, 
with permission for them to elect a superior out of their own body ; 
and for them to receive all the rents and emoluments belonging to the 
canons of the collegiate church. 

As he knew that the prior and the monks of his cathedral would 
oppose his designs, his intentions were kept a secret; and he sent 
John, the bishop of Norwich, and Richard, the bishop of St. David's, 
with Helwise, his archdeacon, to consecrate the new church ; and the 
canons accompanied them, with their goods and chattels, to take pos- 
session. 



' Decern. Scrip. Gerr. p. 134L * Charter of Henry. 
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The monks of Christ Church agreed perfectly with the archbishop^ 
in procuring the revenue of the canons, but they dijOfered very materi- 
ally from him, when they found they were not to reap any of the fruit; 
as they expected it, from the King's promise. 

They dispatched one of their members after the party, to protest 
against their proceedings ; and to declare, that they would appeal to 
the pope for justice, if they put the canons of Morton into possession. 
This spirited opposition frightened the bishops ; and as they had no 
inclinatipn to visit Rome upon such business, they returned, without 
consecrating the church, to inform the archbishop of what had hap- 
pened. This disappointment was a great mortification to him ; and he 
hastened, with all possible expedition, to his church at Canterbury, to 
expostulate with the monks for opposing his wishes. This proved a 
fruitless journey, for he found them determined not to yield up the rich 
prize to him. This disappointment agitated his spirits to such a degree, 
that he was taken ill, and died, within eleven days after his visit to 
Canterbury. By this sudden change, the canons of Morton were de- 
prived of their patron, and their prospect. 

The monks of Christ Church having lost their formidable opponent, 
they determined to take possession of the new priory, before the ap- 
pointment of another archbishop ; and they sent twelve monks, with 
William de'Longville for their superior, from their own house, and they 
entered, without waiting for the consecration of the church. 

The canons in the town, smarting under the injuries and the injus- 
tice they had experienced, were desirous of turning the difference of the 
contending parties to their own advantage ; and they represented to 
Henry, the bishop of Winchester, the King's brother, and the pope's 
nuncio, the treatment they had received ; and he, finding that they had 
been severely treated, expelled the new inhabitants, and forced them 
to return home. 

The canons being again re-established, they continued to receive 
their rents until A. D. 1139- Theobald was at that time promoted ta 
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the see of Canterbury ; and being desirous of living in harmony with 
the monks of the metropolitan church, he consented that they should 
take possession of the priory built by his predecessor. Twelve monks 
were again sent, with Osceline their sacrasit for their prior ; and they 
entered the premises without opposition. This being done with tlie 
joint consent of both parties, the poor canons were obliged to resign 
the revenue they had so long enjoyed, to their more fortunate successors. 

The prior of Christ Church, being desirous of securing what had 
been obtained with so much difficulty, applied to pope Innocent for a 
confirmation of King Henry's grant to them,' and he readily complied 
with his request. By having possession, and a confirmation of their 
grant firom the pope, they concluded that they had secured the title. 
Theobald having been himself a Benedictine, the new settlers agreed 
to take the order of their diocesan, and he in return invested them with 
all the power he had received firom the King's grant. 

Henry the Second confirmed the grant to Theobald, and his suc- 
cessors, and to the prior, and convent of the cathedral church, and he 
added to his confirmations, all the rents and profits which had beeti 
received by the canons, with the old and the new tenths of the whole 
year's fishery, which the burgesses of the town had given as an oblation 
to the altar of the new priory. 

Theobald indulged the monks of Christ Church with the privilege 
of choosing a superior firom among themselves, upon a vacancy, to 
govern the house at Dover. This was going a step beyond the authority 
given him; but to keep the monks in good humour, he gave them 
whatever they asked. The sending a prior firom Canterbury laid the 
foundation (or a continual discord between the two houses, and the 
-revenue of the new priory was wasted in continual litigations, and in a 
course of imie the society was reduced to poverty. 



' ConL tf Pope I&MdNik ■«n<fl, t^-m. 19 per Inspexh 
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Archbishop Baldwin saw, with concern, the dissensions which had 
arisen from the injudicious plans which had been adopted for the 
government of the house ; and he determined to change the system 
the first opportunity, and to endeavour to establish peace. 

The vacancy of a prior happening at Dover A. D. 1187» Bald^ 
win appointed Osborne, a member of Saint Martin's priory, to the 
office. While this plan was pursued, the sopiety flourished ; but their 
prosperity depended upon the will, or the life of their diocesan. The 
archbishop lost the good opinion of the monks of Christ Church, by 
freeing the benedictines from their tyranny ; and his successor, Hubert, 
delivered them again into the hands of their oppressors. 

The mQnks of Christ Church saw that they held their privilege by 
a very precarious tenure; and the}' dietermined, if possible, to place 
it on a more permanent foundation. In the year J558, they applied 
to pope Adrian to confirm their right of nominating a prior, upon a 
vacancy, to govern the benedictines at Dover. 

This his holiness readily granted them, and they considered it as 
final ; and they resolved, that the benedictines should live according 
to the rules of their order : which enjoined poverty, and obedience to 
supieriors. 

This rigid system was continued upwards of seventy years, 'till 
the severity of discipline compelled the society to petition King Henry 
the Third to redress their grievances. He attended to their complaint, ' 
and issued his precept to the constable of Dover Castle to protect the 
benedictines in their rights and privileges The constable was eiilier 
afraid to interfere, or his interference did not relieve them; fpr, in the 
following year, they repeated their application; ajid added, that 
their revenue had been shamefully wasted by the monks of Christ 
Church; who had entailed a considerable debt upon the house. 



* Bymei'i Fad. 
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This memorial produced another precept from the King, directing 
the constable of Dover Castle, and two of the members of the priory, 
to preserve the revenue, until the King and his council could determine 
on a plan to prevent any further abuses. 

Henry dying soon after he had issued this precept, all his power 
died with him; and the poor Benedictines fell again into the merciless 
liands of their oppressors, and they were obliged to suffer and submit. 
Early in the reign of Edward the First, Asceline was appointed 
prior, and he was so strict a disciplinarian, that he even denied thenl 
the necessaries of life ; but with all their abstinence, their house wai 
in a dilapidated state, and eleven hundred marks in debt 

The monks of Christ Church cbncluded that the Benedictines were 
too much reduced to make another effort to regain their liberty, and 
they petitioned archbishop Peckham, to give the priory to them ; a8 
they considered that it had been their right from the foundation. 

'Jlie society of Dover priory hearing of their intention, and 
knowing that^ if they should succeed, it would be shutting the 
door of hope against themselves ; they judged that it would be prudent 
to make one more vigorous effort to prevent it. They presented a 
memorial to the King, who finding that they were reduced to a miser- 
able situation, he demanded of Uie prior of Christ Church, to shew 
by what authority he sent a prior from his own house to govern that at 
Dover. 

The prior laid before the King in coundJ, the charter of arch- 
bishop Theobald, which had never been confirmed, and was void in 
law ; and it was found that he had no claim to a power he had exer- 
cised with so much severity. Archbishop Peckham seeing his situation, 
and wishing to keep clear of disputes, which might involve him with 
both parties, he requested the King to take the priory of Dover under 
his own protection, and to permit the society to choose a prior out of 
their own house. 
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Bj the command of the King, Robert Whitacre vas appdinted, 
A. Di 12899 ^^^ ^ continued in the office above thirty years, to the 
no small mortification of the monks of Christ Church. 

Though they could not wrest the prize ftom the bands of the 
King, they did not loose sight of it ; and for more than half a cen- 
tury, they were waiting for a farourable opportunity to recover their 
suspended jurisdiction over the Benedictines. 

lift the reign of Edward the Third, there was a vacancy for some 
time ih the archieptscopal dbair at Canterbury, by the pope's interfere 
iftg in the election of an archbishop; and this appeared to the monks 
of Christ Church a favourable opportunity to regain die power and 
the privilege which had been taken from them by the King. 

They considered themselves as having authority to hold courts^ 
afid to punish delinquents for disobedience, within their jurisdiction, 
and tbey accordingly issued their orders for holding a court,' A. D. 
1348, Udder their commission ; and citations were sent to the regular 
and seoolar clergy in the deanry of Dover, to appear on a certain day 
to ackttowledge canonical tsbedience to the prior of Christ Church, and 
feo take the oath of fealty. The citation was served on the prior at 
Dover, as he was walking in the cioisters of hb hoose, by Th<»»as 
NfirtoB^ an'ap(>aritor of the court 

This step wasconsidered by the Benedictines as anarifiil contriv* 
ance, ^ for them to acknowledge the prior of the priory of Christ 
Church as their feudal lord, that they might have some plea for claim* 
ing jurisdiction over them with tlie next archbishop. The society 
seeing their critical situatioB, they unanimously agreed, that it would 
be more jmident to appoint a person to appear for them ; and they 
deputed John Stakes, a clerk, imder their oMnmonsea}, to answer to 
the citation, fie appeared in court, and produced his credentials^ to 



* Wilkius' Covncils, p. 703. 
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shew that be wa« Uie legal procurator for the Benedictines at Dover* 
They asked him, if he would take the oath of fealty, and ackuoMir^ 
ledge the prior of Christ Church as liis feudal Lord ? 

Stokes answered, he wa^ ready to do whatever the law required 
of him ; but he denied that the court had ^ny power to demand iti 
He was well qualified for discharging the task he had undertaken, 
with credit to himself, and advantage to his employers* He infomed 
the court that, befM'e he proceeded any iiurther, he must have a cc>pj 
of the commissaries' commissioti for holding the court, and also 9 
copy of the citation, with the apparitor's return, and copies of all the 
proceedings, the expences of which he was ready to pay* 

The court deemed this app^araAce contumacioua, and the ten-* 
tence of excomrounica^on was pronounced against the prior, the 
preceptor, tlie sai:rist, a»d the ceiJarius of the priory of Dover* 
This induced them to represent their situation in a memorial to the 
Eingt, who, after considering the matter, demanded a sight of their 
charter; and on finding that the monks (^ Christ Church were 
usurping an authority, to which they had so legal right, he ordered 
the court to revoke the sentence, under tiie pairi of answering for the 
contempt of his command. 

Though the court was obliged to aabmit, yet as tj»^ rector of 
Buckland, and the vicars of Houghara, Guston, and Saint Marga* 
ret's, did not appear to tl^ir citations, the court determined to pro- 
ceed against them. 

Stokes was agaia employed in behalf of the beneficed clergy. la 
pleading their cause, be declared, that neither the prior of the house 
at Dover, nor his rectors, nor vicars, were under the authority of the 
prior of the priory of Christ Church; although the court haul taken 
the unwarrantable step of excooununicating them, without their 
having been legally cited, or admonished, or convicted of contumacy. 
He added, that the court had proceeded in an unprecedented manner, 
without shewing any , reasonable cause, and contrary to general 
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councils, and to all law and good order ; and as they had pronounced 
^eir interdiction, he, as procurator for his clients, would appeal to 
the pope, and in his court he would apply, again and again, with all 
the zeal and energy he was master of, until he procured them redress, 
as they suffered unjustly. 

Though Stokes in his pleadings might retard the proceedings of a 
tyrannical court, he could not prevent the union of interest and power, 
which finally deprived the Benedictines of the privilege of choosing 
their prior, and was the cause of blasting the prosperity of their 
house. 

' Edward the Third, with the consent of the archbishop, in the 
thirtieth year of his reign, annexed the priory of Dover to that of 
Christ Church, and it continued under the controul of that society 
until the general dissolution ; and they ruled it with an iron hand. If 
the Benedictines ever made any more attempts to regain their liberty,, 
they proved ineffectual, and they remained under the yoke until the 
surrender of their house* 

It appears from the preamble to the act for the abolishing of re- 
hgious houses, that the great, and the rich monastic orders, had op- 
pressed the small societies, and reduced them to ruin ; and that it 
would promote the glory of God, and the honour of the realm, to 
abolish all those houses which had not two hundred pounds a year. 

To encourage the abbots, and priors, to deliver up every thing 
valuable, without any concealment, they were promised annuities, 
and benefices, according to their stations. To quiet the fears of the 
poor, and to prevent them from taking any part with the monks, they 
were assured, that all persons, bodies politic and corporate, who should 
occupy the demesne lands of the monks, ^ would continue to use hos- 
pitality upon the scites of the suppressed monasteries. 



^ Stat 11 Edw. 3, p. 1, m. ^ * Bornet's Hist of Rcf. toL 1, p. 100. 
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Many severe tUngs have been related of the visitors, respecting 
their conduct, in the execution of their oflSce ; and they, in their turns, 
have published many irregularities, said to have been practised by the 
monks, and the nuns. They accused them of private factions, coining 
of money, idolatry, and superstition. Hie confessors were censured for 
their gallantry with the nuns, and tiie monks with married women ; and 
the crimes laid to their charge by the visitors, were equal to those of 
Sodom. 

The commissioners were first sent into Kent to take possession of 
the houses at Langdon, Dover, and Folkstone^ to render an inter- 
course with the ecclesiastics on the continent more difficult. Neither 
Doctor Leighton, nor his associates, observed much dehcacy in the 
execution of their office at Langdon ; for they entered the abbey by 
violence, and broke into the abbot's apartment at midnight ; and it is 
recorded, that they found him in bed with his mistress, who passed in 
the house as a lay-brother, dressed in men^s clothes. 

These stories were intended to render the monks odious to the 
people, that they might, without interruption, seize on their property ; 
for it is clear, by the wording of the act of suppression, they were at- 
tached to them. 

The abbot of Langdon, and his ten brethren, signed their sur- 
render, and delivered up all Uieir property, and plate, on the thirteenth 
day of November, in the twenty-seventh year of the reign of King 
Henry the Eighth. They took possession of the house at Folkstone on 
the fifteenth, and at Dover on the seventeenth of the same month. 

The commissioners, by their letters of instruction, were to sell for 
ready money ; or if upon trust, then upon security sufficient to discharge 
the debts of the monks; and the remainder, with all their rich and var 
luable eflfects, were to be sent to the tower. 

After the surrender of Dover priory, the King granted aH the 
lands, tithes, and buildings, to Richard, the suiiragan bishop, to hold 
for life, or until he should promote him to a benefice worth one hundred 
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and twenty pounds bjr the ycai\ This was soon done^ for in the twenty- 
ninth year of his rcign^ tlie King granted to Thomas^ archbidhop 
of Canterbury, the scite of Dover priory, with divers lordships and 
manors, mentioned in the deed of exchange. Henry reserved, in 
this grant, the advowsons of rectories and vicarages, and also ail c^il- 
leges and hospitals; but he entailed the following annuities on the lands 

of the priory. 

£. #. rf. 

To the proprietor of the manor of South Court 6' J JO 

To the lord of the manor of Maxton 5 11 

To the archbishop of Canterbury » ^ 8 6 

To Edward Hextall - ^.. « 10 © 

To the abbot of Saint Austin's, Canterbury.... ^.^....^ 5 K) 

To Edward Hache 2 1& 

TothebailiiFof Dover 13 >^ 

To the prior of Christ Church, Canterbury 5 

To the steward of the court of Saint Martin's priory* •••• 3 6 8 

To Thomas Drake I 6 8 

To John Pullen^ beadle of the court of Dover priory I 6 8 

To the collector of the rents of Dover priory * • • 1 13 4 

To the vicar of Saint Margaret, at Cliff •••• 2 

TotbevicarofColdred %..•. 4 

To the vicar of Hougham .,.«. % 

To the vicar of BueUand ^ 4.. 4 

TothevicarofGuston »»* 4 

To the archdeacon of Canterbury^ for synods 1 12 & 

If the buildings were not sold to the mayor, and tiro niore of the 
magistrates of the town, they demolished them vnthout any Authority ; 
but there is still remaining a gatetfay, a part of their chapel, and the 
walls of once a noble room, now used as a bam ; and there are suf- 
ficient ruins remaining, to bring to the mind of a reflecting observer the 
spirit of avarice and desolation which prevailed in the reformers. 
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The Library. 

The monks ha^e frequently be^i bran^jBd with the epithet of idle 
drones, and ignorant teachers ; yet, if we may venture to form a judg- 
ment, fp(»n the number of the books mentioned in the catalogue 
which belonged to Dov^r priory, they had procured a considerable 
iramber of volumes, at a great expence, and many a weary hour in 
transcribing them. 

They had several copies pf the bible and testament, many volume^ 
of sermons, glossaries, and dictionaries, with a collection of the fathers 
and the classics* 

They had also a considerable number of books^ in natural and 
moral philosophy, history, granunar, institutes, decrees, and councils, 
medicine, and music ; and a miscellaneous collectioii in arts, sciences, 
and other subjects. 

If the members of this society had neither any taste for literature, 
WM a desire of knowledge, they would not have been at the expence 
and labour of transcribing so many books ; for they were not under 
any apprehension of being detected in their ignorance by the mpre ig- 
norant laiety of their time. 

A List of the Priors. 

1156 William Longville was appointed by archbishop Corboil^ but he was 
prevented from enterii^ on his'olice by the monks of Christ Church. 

1139 Ascelinus was appointed by Theobald^ archbishop^ and he held the abbey 

of Hulm in commendum. * 

1142 Hugh Cadmus^ secretary to the prior of Christ Church. 
1149 William sfueceeded^ probably from a private station. 

1157 Xiclmrd was prior many years^ until called to fill a liigher office. 

' Alter fkte death of ike proud and imperious Beckett the King wished 

to have an arehbi^liop of a mild and gentle spirit^ and he earnestly re- 
ijuestcd of fhe prior of Christ Church to recommend him such a j>erson» 
Richard was named^ and appointed; butbew as opposed^ and an appeal 
was made to the pope^ who confirmed his election. 
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The only memorable transaction recorded of him^ is the dispute which 
happened between him and the archbishop of York for the primacy; and 
it was referred to the pope's nuncio^ then in England^ to decide the matter 
between them. 

A convocation was held at Westminster^ and a throne was erected by the 
nuncio's order; and after he had seated himself^ the archbishop of Can* 
terbury^ coming in first, placed himself at his right hand. When the 
archbishop of York came, and seeing the seat he intended to have occu- 
. pied filled, he endeavoured, by force, to displace his grace of Canter- 
bury ; but finding he would not yield, he seated himself in his lap. The 
bishops assembled were displeased at his rudeness, and exclaimed against 
his disorderly behaviour ; and the servants of the archbishop of Canter- 
bury came, and forced him from his ill-chosen seat. He was very roughly 
handled^ and escaped in a shattered and bloody condition, after being 
rolled in the dust. 

1173 Warren, the cellarius, who died A. D. 1180. 

1180 John, cellarius, was elected it the chapter-house. 

1186 William deWingham, was appointed by archbishop Baldwin^ to free 
the society of Saint Martin's from the tyranny of their oppressors. 

1187 Osborne^ a member of Saint Martin's. 

1193 Robert succeeded, but he was removed by the Bishop of Lincolp. 

1196 Fcelix, the sacristy sent from Canterbury. 

1212 Reginald. 

1239 William^ of Dover, bachelor of civil law. 

1235 Robert ; there is hardly any thing knovm of him. 

1251 John, who resigned. 

1260 Guy did the same. 

1268 William Bushwell, died at Canterbury. 

1268 William de Munch, their sacrist, who was dismissed in about four years, 

and the monks of Christ Church diffiermg among themselves, there was 

no prior till the year 1275, virfaen they sent Asceline, their sub*prior, who 

pursued their plan of involviiigthe society in debt. 
1289 Robert Whitacre, a member of Saint Martin% appointed by archbishop 

Peckham to correct abuses. 
1321 John de Chaldron. 
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1S45 Hobert appears in the list. 

1351 Richard, and John de Hougham, both priors. 

1353 Thomas Denison. 

1366 William Christian. - 

1367 James Stone. 
1371 James Newnham. 
1393 William of. Dover. 

1416 Walter Constance, warden of East Bridge. 

John Wootton. 
1444 John Coombe. 
1446 John Stafford. 
1453 Thomas of Dover. 
1466 Henry Noy. 

1508 John Thornton, rector of Harbledown. 
1526 John Folkstone, or Lambard, ivho with his twelve brethren suffrendered 

the priory. He had a pension of twenty pounds a year for life, and be 

lived to enjoy it until the year 1553. 

The Receiver's Annual Account of the Lands and Possessions belonpng to the 
Priory at Dover ^ in the twenty -ninth year of the reign of Henry the Eighth. 

Parish, qf .Gu9ton. ^. s. d. 

The manor of Frith •,.. 13 

The church at Guston 10 

Rents in assize 5 10 3 

! «7 10 8 

The prior paid a yearly stipend to the vicar of 4 

Parish of Hougham. ^ £. t. A 

The manor of Farthingloe, with the retfts of assize. • 16 6 8 
The church of Hougham •• 16 13 4 

33 
The prior paid a stipend to the vicar yearly of • • » » • . 2 
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Parish of Saita Margaret, ^e, s. ^ 

The manor of Ret9lie • • 7 

The rectory of Saint Margaret '. •• 10 5 8 

Rents in assize ••»•» 12 17 11 

SO 3 7 

The prior paid yearly to the Ticar a stipend of % 

Parish of Sibbertswould. ^. a. d. 

The manor of West Court \ % WOO 

The church of Coldred and Popshall 13 6 8 

The rents in assize •«•• 9 3 6 

33 10 2 

The prior paid the vicar yearlj a stipend of * • • 4 

Parish of Buckland. £. $. d. 

The manor of Dudmanscombe 6 13 4 

The rectory of Buckland • 4 

The rents in assize. • » • • • 5 2 9 

Lands called Buckland Dane 2 

A.mill, iraluedat. .•«... 10 

\^ 6 \ 

The prior paid the vicar a yearly stipend of ••••.•• » 4 

Parish of Polton. sB. $. d. 

The farm ofthe manor of Pol^tpn 2 

The rents in assize ••»#«•• .til »<••••• #»••••••••« 1 11 Of^ 

3 11 Oi^ 
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Afphdore and WtUgea. sB. t. d. 

thelands Id 10 l\ 

The rector J 6 

18 10 If 

ParUh of Charlton. jb. t.- d: 

llie aianor of Barton 6 13 4 

Themill 5 

11 13 4 

Rents ia auize St Brandred 3 7 (^ 

Ditto in Canferburj and Cockering. ill 9 

Ditto in NoHbMrMd » 14 ^ 

Ditto inDtel , ;........«. II H 1 



• « ^<*« 



Dovir. jcf. i. d 

Rents and a Aurm at DbYer •<..< 11 9 • 

Divene meadows near Dover 1 17 0^ 

Rents in Biggin ward ; . • 6 9 

tlents in Dover. i Q 

a! meadow li) DciWr .......... .' Q 8 

di^ni<Mn« liandsof' Che Priory '. I 13 4' 

Tiliheirihfiibliertdn, jSuckland. at'dft>8V^... t & 

DiTerae meaifews in Wingham V. S 4^ 

TiQM'aAm Bustard' and'Kite ......... . . . . . .... tl Q 

ThtBcdvfyofBblMij^...' /^... 4 

23 15 6 



Digitized by 



Google 



84 UISTOIIY OF 

The Suffragan Bishops of Dover. 

A suffragan bishop, was a person appointed to assist the archbi- 
shops and bishops, in their provinces, in case of age, sickness, or any 
bodily infirmity. 

By a decree in the time of Becket, the suffragan bishops, in the 
diocese oTXIanterbury, were to be consecrated in the metropolitan 
church, and. they were to profess obedience to their diocesan. This 
decree might » be dispensed .with upon petition, and a licence from 
the chapter, mnder their official seal, for the consecration to be at 
another place, , , 

The first time that Dover gave this title, was in the twenty-sixth 
year of the reign 9f Henry the Eighth. It was then enacted, that 
such archbishop* and bishops, as were desirous of having suftVagans, 
were to n^m^ftvo spiritual persons, learned, honest, and discreet, and 
of good conversation, for the King to make choice of one of them. 

The person approved of by the King was consecrated, but he 
derived all his power from his diocesan. He could not receive any 
emoluments belonging to the archbishop, but he could hold two be- 
nefices, with'cut-t, .to enable Wm to support his dignity. 

Arcbbisfe6p Cranmer,A.D; 1537, nominated Richard Yngworth, 
prior of Ebn^ley* Regis ; and John Codenham, both doctors of divi- 
nity, to bfe hi§ suffragans. The Kibg approved the first ; and sent him, 
by letters /patent' under the great seal, to be consecrated, and he was 
to act dupng the pleasure of his diocesan ; and his power was limited 
to the diocese o^. Canterbury^ Calais, and the Marches. 

Richard/ Thoraden succeeded, A. D. 1543. . He was nominated 
T)y Cranmer, but he jpined wiih his enemies against him, in matters 
which affected his life. He' was one of those, whose pliant principles 
could bena easily to his interest. 

Thoriiden was the first who said mass at Dover, in the reign of 
Queen Mary. He was vice-dean of Canterbury ; and, in the absence 
jof doctor Wotton, did the same in the cathedral church. This tended 
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to bring disgrace on the archbishop ; but he vindicated himself, in a 
fetter to a friend, and said, " Thornden is a false, flattering and 
Ijring man/* 

Queen Mary repealed the act for suffragan bishops, and they 
assumed foreign titles again. Thornden was a zealous friend to the 
cfitholic cause ; and it is said, that he condemned John Frankys, tha 
vector of Rolvenden, for favoring the reformation. He died soon after 
this act, and was buried at Canterbury. 

Thomas of Chilham succeeded, A. D. 1557» but lie took a fo- 
reign title. 

Richard Roi^jers, doctor in divinity, and archdeacon of St. Asaph, 
w rs ) e next in the list, A. D. 1559* and he continued in office under 
the aiiJibislujps Parker, Grindal, and Whitgift. 

After Queen Elizabeth renewed the act of Henry the Eighth, he 
assumed the title of Dover. . He was rector of Great Chart, master of 
East-bridge hospital, and appointed dean of Canterbury, A. D. 1584. 
With him the title of suffragan bishop of Dover terminated, in the 
year 1597* and he was buried in the dean's chapel. 

He had the character of a pious, upright, and just person. In a 
letter, to .Thomas Diggs, Esq. he complained of the conduct of Roger 
Msvi^A^ood, chief baron pf ,the King's Bench, for procuring the pardon 
of one Collard, a rich person at Canterbury, who, in the street, wil- 
fully murdered a poor man. 

The Franchise belonging to the Collegiate Churchy and the Priory. 

The high veneration which our Saxon ancestors entertained for 
places of rehgious worship, might induce them to prefer churches, and 
monasteries, to cities, as set apart by Moses for places of refuge. This 
practice was necessary in the infant state of society, as it was the 
means of preserving the lives of many persons from the immediate 
resentment of the haughty eldormen ^and great barons, who were too 
much accustoimed to revenge their supposed wrongs, without waiting 
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for the sentence of a court of justice. While superstitious veneration 
was held for consecrated ground, the law, protected every person, who 
fled to the church for sanctuary ; and excommunication was pronounced 
against those who invaded the privilege, and took away, by force, any 
sanctuary man from the altar. The peace of the church was not to be 
violate, at that time, even by Kings ; and some of them were obliged 
to restore those, whom they had forcibly taken away from their sanc- 
tuary, before the expiration of their time. In the laws of King Ina, 
it is said^ ^ If any person hath committed a capital offence, and he flee 
to the church, he shall preserve his life, and make satisfaction as right 
requireth.^' 

Though the fugitive was protected in his sanctuary from the first 
impulse of passion, he was not screened from the hand of justice, nor 
from making a legal recompence. If the charter of Edward the Con* 
fessor to Saint Peter's, Westminster, may be deemed authentic, that 
church was an asylum fot all kinds of aggressors of the law ; and even 
latids, goods, and chatties, were taken into protection. 

But whether that charter be spurious or not, the drawer of it was 
c^^taihly acquainted with the practice of the times in which he lived ; 
and the Duke of Normandy continued the same, ailer he had obtained 
the erown. When he founded his abbey at Battie, he granted it (hi 
privilege of an asylum, even for felons and murderers. 

The limits, and the penalty, for violating sanctuary, differed, ac^ 
cording to the opinion that was entertained of the sacredness of the 
place/ The (dominion boundaries, from tlie walls of a parish churcfi, 
w*re ttiirty paces, and from a cathedral forty; but from some rich 
religious homes, they were nearly a mile it> cirtuhiference ; and fof 
taking a person from theiti, the fine was five poiirtds.' 



' Stbw't Suf f ey, p. t fVtrrCamdeiK^ Saas^^-^VnOlM^ Cantfkft. ' 
* Leltiid*6 €k>l. tol. i|, |h tfOr^^hwm'rO*!. of 'Cmhw, A. DuifUi 
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Criminals were not to be interrupted when seeking sanctuary;' 
and when they arrived, they were to inform the coroner, or the magis- 
trate, what crime they had committed ; and if they would not confess 
their felony, they were led beyond the limits of safety. If they ac* 
knowledged their guilt, it was recorded, and their goods were seized 
by the bailiff for the King's use. 

They might then remain twelve days in the church ; but they were 
obliged to abjure the kingdom within forty, before the coroner, on th^ 
church-yard stile. When there was only one felon,* he laid his hand 
upon the book, and said, " I A. B. a thief, have stolen certain things, 
and I am the King's felon, and I have done many evil deeds and felo- 
nies in this realm, and I do abjure and forswear the land of the King 
of England ; and I will haste myself to the port of D, which is of my 
own chusing ; neither will I go out of the way ; and if I do, I am con- 
tent to be taken as the King's thief. I will not tarry at my port after 
piy arrival, more than one ebb and flood, if I can have passage; and 
if I cannot, I will go into the sea every day, up to my knees and higher, 
crying passage for the love of God, and in the name of the King, and 
for their sakes. If I cannot get passage, I will return again to this 
church, as the King's felon^ &c." 

The Ecclesiastical Fair. 

' The custom of having markets, or fairs, at stated times, is of 
high antiquity ; and the days of holding them were generally when the 
people assembled, to cotomemorate the laying the foundation of a 
church, or a temple, or the surrounding the town with a wall. Such 
festivals were freqijenjtly attended with a l^ge concourse of peopljs, of 
l?p^ s^es ; and tb&mw'chantR who.^sid thei^ goojiis to ^dispose of, soon 
discovered, that such joyous meetings were the best times to expose 
them to sale. 



' Sanderson's Antiquities of Duch(ipi. Abbnb Ik 4VrQ^M»nM ^'"^^^^'s^^ — ^"^'4- ^^P' P' ^^ 
* Cnstomals of Dorer^ Rye, and Romn^y. ^ Spelman's Works. 
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The Jews kept the feast of the* dedication of the temple, in the 
court of the Gentiles ; and there they found persons who sold oxen, 
and sheep, and doves : and every one who was desirous of making 
their offerings, might be accommodated upon the spat, without search- 
ing the city for what they wanted. 

This was a great convenience to strangers ; and this might pro- 
bably give the first hint to Christians, for holding fairs within the pre- 
cincts of religious houses. 

' By knowing the day any ecclesiastical fair ii kept, the name 
of the saint to whom the church was dedicated may be also known. 
When the saint stood high in the estimation of the people, they gene- 
rally assembled in large numbers on the vigil of his festival. Thlz 
encouraged the bishops, abbots, and priors, to apply to the ¥' \.r 
charters, for holding fairs within the precincts of their •*•)'•: . rr 

monastic walls. The rigid laws of the Saxons respecL'/ •.■ .^\. ? - 
quired every transaction to be in the presence of witncv , .:. urs 
were peculiarly adapted for their purpose. It was enact ;. hv Lo- 
thaire, King of Kent, that no persons should barter, except i-^ in the 
presence of a credible witness, such as the sheriff, the mass piit bt, the 
lord of the manor, or some person of unquestionable veracity, under 
the penalty of thirty shillings, and the forfeiture of the property to 
the superior, in whose jurisdiction the transaction took place. 

This was done to ascertain all bargains, and contracts, upon the 
best testimony they could get ; for as there were but few to record a 
transaction, it would have been diflScult to have settled disputes be- 
tween contending parties. As the King had a fine upon every thing 
sold, above the value of twenty pence, it was necessary that all bar- 
gains should be made in certain fixed places, for the King-s bailiffs to 
collect his dues. 



> Dsgdal^s Wanrkksbire, p. 176. 
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Every precaution was taken to keep up the reputation of the 
ecclesiastical fairs, by preventing theft and impositions; and the 
dealers wece sure, that they could expose their goods to sale, with the 
greatest safety, within the walls of a religious house. To prevent 
frauds, it was common for the monks to swear all persons at the gates, 
who came to trafiick, before they entered. 

As the people frequently came in parties from their tithings and 
boroughs, they could be pledges for each other, that they had pur- 
chased their goods at the fair, and this exempted them from suspicion 
or trouble. 

These precautions have been thought by some, to have been the 
artful contrivances of the monks, to raise the reputation of their fair, 
and to increase the revenue of their respective houses. 

Their proceedings may &vor the supposition, but they were pecu- 
liarly adapted to the custom of the tiines ; for while the people were 
from home, discharging their religious duties, they could supply their 
temporal wants, and be pledges for each other. 

The Benedictines of this place had their fair confirmed to them 
by Henry the Second, and they enjoyed the privilege until the disso- 
lution of their house ; but at a much earlier period, it was found ne* 
cessary to separate that intimate connection, which had so long sub- 
sisted between religion and commerce. 

The assembling of so many people, of both sexes, on the vigil 
of the festival of a favorite saint, was found to have a direct tendency 
to corrupt their morals. In an old manuscript legend it is refnarked, 
that the vigils of the festivals were from the beginning of holy church ; 
and that the people assembled with lighted candles, to p^orm their 
devotions during the night ; and this they called a wake. In time this 
practice led them to singing and dancing, to piping and harping, to 
sin and drunkenness. Reverend fathers seeing this, forbid them keep- 
ing the beginning of the festivals in the evening, and ordered them 
to fast ; and this was aftei*ward$ called vigila, or waking 



Digitized by 



Google 



90 rtlSTORF OF 

As early as Ihe reign of Edward the First, it was forbidden to 
liold fairs, and markets, in church-yards ; and as many irregularities 
had taken deep root, it was thought prudent to check them by sta«* 
tute. It was therefore enacted, that all sheriffs, and lords, holding 
fairs by charter, should proclaim, at the beginning, how long they 
were to continue, and if they were held any longer, they were to for- 
feit their privilege ; and the merchants for selling bejond the time, 
were to be punished at the King's pleasure. 

, As the statute was found insufficient to counteract old customs, 
it was again enacted, ' that a trader should lose his booth, and forfeit 
double the value of the things sold, for acting contrary to the law. 

* Hvery lord of a franchise, who had the privilege of having a 
fair, might hold a court of piepoudre, for taking cognizance of all 
manner of contracts, trespasses, debts, and misdemeanours, during the 
fair, and within the time it ought to be condoued. Every cause was 
to be heard publicly, and justice done between the ebbing and flowing 
of the tide. 

This privilege, in time, was grossly abused, by bailiffs and stew- 
ards, and their subordinate officers, to promote their own interests ; 
and they frequently interfered in matters which did not belong to 
tbem.^ 

After every expedient had been tried, to correct the abuses which 
time had established, it was determined, that ecclesiastical &irs should 
not be held any longer on the sabbath day. In the preamble to the ^ 
statute, which was passed for this purpose, it may be seen in what 
high estimation the King, and his spiritual and temporal lords, and 
the commons, held the saints at that time. They considered them as - 
aiders, and assisters, in all their necessities, and that they ought not 
to di3please them with such detestable practices on the sabbath ; and 
it was detennined, that fairs should no longer be kept on Sunday ; - 



' Stftt 2 Edw. 9, c. 15. * Bracton'8 Piepoudre. 
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hat either three days before, or three days after, by making procla- 
mation of their intention to the people. After the reformation, the 
saints lost much of that veneration which had been paid to them, 
and fairs were again held on festivals. 

Charles the Second granted the ecclesiastical fair to the mayor, 
jurats, and commonalty of Dover, and it was to begin on the eleventh 
of November, and to continue three market days, according to an^ 
cient custom, and to be kept in the town ; by which it appears, that 
it was held, prior to his time, in the precincts of the priory. 

He granted another fair, to be held twice in every yeaf, for 
cattle, on the twenty-third and twenty-fourth days of April, and on 
the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth days of September, for ever ; unless 
either of them fell on a Sunday, and then the fair was to be held on 
Monday. He also granted to them piccage, tallage, and toll, and all 
other profits arising from the fair. 

As Henry the Eighth granted to the archbishop of Canterbury 
the priory, with all lands, privileges, and emoluments, which, had 
been enjoyed by the Benedictines, it may be thought that the King 
was hberal, at the expence of the archbishops; as they continued to 
demise, and let to their tenants, the thriee ecclesiastical fairs of Saint 
Martin, Saint Bartholomew, and Saint Margaret ; but they have lost 
all the profits arising firom them. 

The King- also gave to the mayor and commonalty the privilege 
of holding a court of piepoudre, during the fair, if it did not diminish 
bis revenue, nor injure any of his fairs or markets. He was liberal, 
if he could do it without expence to himself. 
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The parish church of Saint Mary the Virgin. Its antiquity. When^ 
and by whom built. Belonged to the canons of the collegiate church. 
Taken from them. In possession of the crown. The society at the 
Mdison Dieu had the impropriation some time. Information from 
the churchwardens' accounts. The inhabitants obtain the church of 
the King. The inside described. Magistrates' seats. Elections., 
Historical memorials of the ministers. Armorial bearings. 

Tlie parish church of Saint Mary may be considered as one of 
the three religious edifices, built by the secular canons of the coUegiate- 
churchy towards the close of the reign of our Saxon Kings* 

Though time has sweeped away the records of the foundation of 
this ancient structure, the bases, colunms, capitals, and arches, are 
all striking proofs, that they were either designed and executed by 
Saxon architects, or they were close imitations of their [buildings in-, 
tended for religious worship. ' Plainness and simplicity, solidity and 
strength, are the leading features obs^irable in churches, built prior 
to the eleventh century, and they are the principal points to be ob- 
served in this church. 

The tower fronting Biggin-street, bears evident marks of its anti- 
quity ; and if the workmanship be not a demonstrative^ it is a strong 



' In tbe year 1804, two archei were tamed into one, and a Terj large colunn was taken away. 
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presumptive proof of it. The entrance into the church, through the 
't6wer,is a low s emicircular arched door-way, which has been disfi- 
gured by a modem frontispiece. The roof of the building is supported, 
by two rows of massive pillars, some round, and others of a paral- 
Telogramic form, with demi-columns at each side, and they vary, in 
their circumference, from six feet to fifteen. There is a considerable 
variation in the bases, capitals, and columns, as well as in the width 
6f the arches. In the original state of the church, the distances be- 
tween 'the pillars, were from seven' to thirteen feet; and the arches 
dropped towards the west end, like the q.rches from the ceati« of a 
bridge. 

T!ie capitals of two of the columns were slightly ornamented with, 
Saxon feuillage, and others with an indented stone, or only a bead. 
The two arches at the east end of the church, are a deviation from 
the semicircle, and the columns which support them are slight, when 
doitipared with the other ; but there is very little proportion between 
the base, the shaft, and the capital of them. 

The arches at the entrance on the south side, were originally a 
small departure from the semicircle ; but one of them has been altered 
in our time. 

The antiquary may object to the supposed age of this building* 
as the arches are not all semicircular; and authors of credit have 
thought, that the first departure from the semicircular arch in Eng- 
land, was by the Norman architects ; but it may be very difficult to 
prove it. 

The blunt-pointed arch was used in the oldest remaining ruins in 
this town, and also in this church ; and it has been said, that palaces, 
yrith sharp pointed arches, were built in Italy in the ninth and tenth 
fenturies.' There is a Roman elliptic arch, which supports a bridge at 
Catalonia, in Spain. If pointed arches were the invention of the 
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Normans^ what people built the palace of Charles the Great, with 
arches deviating from a semicircle ? By the stile of the architecture, 
and other collateral proofs, there can be but little doubt of the anti- 
quity of this church, and that it has a Saxon origin. 

The canons had it entirely under their jurisdiction, and they re- 
ceived all fees and emoluments ; but they provided the mass pri^t^ 
and paid the deacon, and the sub-deacon. 

The qhurch was taken from the canons, by William, the aon of 
Ageri, with the cognizance of Odo, the bishop of Baieaux, warden 
of the Cinque Ports. 

It afterwards came to the crown, for in the reign of King John it 
was in his gift. In the eighth year of the reign of Henry the Second, 
the abbot of Pontinex had the appropriation, and it was then va)u(^4 
4t five pounds six shillings and eight-pence. 

The society of the Maison Dieu claimed it after them ; fur by ^ 
will proved in the archbishop's court, they were to find a priest tasay 
mass in it for ever. Sir John Thompson, the master of the Maisoi) 
Dieu at the suppression of the house, returned the value of it six 
pounds to the society. They allowed the officiating priest ^ small 
gratuity for the bede roll, and grace, and for his attendanqc; on the 
different festivals, and at mass. 

The receipts in the churchwardens accounts, for the year 1537* 
mention the rents of two or three tenements, and the land belonging 
to the church. By their disbursements it appears, that the ceremo- 
nies of the papists were performed here, after the suppression of tliQ 
priory. They paid. 

For meat and drinks at setting up the Paschal at Easter 4 
At striking the Paschal taper^ for the procession,^ 

for the angels, the font taper, and for the Jndas> 2 
candle « • . • • y 

For seven pounds of wax for the tapers ••... 3 6 

For two priests helping to shrine at Easter ••#•••••• 2 



4 
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For two persong watching the 8epulj[^hre• ..•••••••••^ 01 4 

l^ortbe ^re&f m&ss priest^ deacon^ and i^ub-deacoii^) 0ft 

anA p6rtcr, each two-pence .•.;;•'.••;;;•.••••) 

For ftread and drink for the priest^ clerks atnd rhigers. 6. 

For an i^on placed before the sacrament • • • • 5 4 

For putting it irp^ and taking it down •••.;•••;•••• 1 

For grade, obrit, Tespersr, wax, dirge masise^, iCnd> 4 9 

oflEering peAce, iiccording to' ctidtom*. ••.•••••••• 5 

The clerk, for his dirge *mid grace • « • 6 

Several of the articles, mentioned in the foregoing accounts, were 
ccmtiniied to be paid in the year 1545, which shews that they were more 
e^er after the riches of the monasteries, than in reforming the errors of 
th^ people. 

When the emnmissioners seized on the pridry, they omitted* to 
plunder this church ; and wheii the King visited Dover the following 
year, he ordered it to be sealed up ; and the churchwardens paid five 
shillings to the persons who did it ; but the inhabitants continued to 
pay the same fees to another priest. 

As the King, in general, reserved all rectories and vicarages to 
himself, which had belonged to religious houses, this church remained 
in the crown ; and the inhabitants petitioned to have it for a place of 
worship. As the tithes were too inconsiderable to attract the notice of 
the King, he granted their request. They took possession, and, with* 
out any scruple, they followed the example which had been stet thcim by 
their superiors, by selling every thing valuable to the best bidder. 

They found 108 ounces of silver^ which brought them 31 18 4 
The vestments of the priests^ which consisted of one^ 

suit of blue velvety excepting the cope; one suitx 19 5 0. 

of blMk velvet, and one of crimson^ which sold for} 

Orgta pipe metaU 58 pounds. • • • • • • • • » 1 3 

A chalice, weighing 32 ounces^ sold to Mr. Foxley,> g g 4 
and he paid u part .. •...•%..•$ ••.•.•^.••.•y 
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Lattice metal^ 53 pouiidfl« and old glass. ••••••••if« 5 

Timfcer .•... 1 8 

Easter offerings - ••• 3 7 8 

Rent of church lands. • « • • 1 4 

An old vestment • • •••• 6 8 

Oldlead... 1 

At keeping the anniversary of the patroness of the> g ft o 

churchy the inhabitants contributed ) 

O f John Shaw . • 4 

It appears by the churchwardens accounts^ A* D. 1550, thatwitli 

the foregoing sums they undertook to repair, alter, and beautify tlieir 

church, by pulling down several altars, and images, by taking tlie staUs 

out of the choir; and were at the expence of sending for a painter. from 

London, to write scripture sentences on the walls. 

They left several articles found in the church, unsold ; whidi w«^ 

valued by John BouUe, as follows: — 

£. $. d. 

A red and blue velvet cope^ with gold borders 5 

A red and tinsel cope^ and twel?ie red and green 8ars*> n iq n 
netcurtains \ " *^ ^ 

A crimson velvet border^ with gold letters. • 5 

llie front of an altar^ red sarsnet • 10 

Four yards of white silk. •• 8 

Several old vestments. •........•.••, 1 8 7 

The inhabitants had not long been settled in their reformed mode 
of worship, before they were called on, in the high tone of authority, 
to provide again for their ancient ceremonies. On the accession of 
Queen Mary to the throne, the churchwardens were obliged to procure 
a mass-book, candlesticks, tapers for diflferent festivals, a pix, a cross, 
a holy loaf, and ludlovred fire, and to. pay for setting up, and watch- 
ing the sepulchre at Easter, which cost tihem between two and three 
pounds. V • ' • * 
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This sudden change in their religious worship caused considerably 
ccmfusion at this place ; as the married priests were dismissed from their 
dttty^ and it was found difficult to procure others to succeed them^ 

In a few years there was another strange innovation. As tkeiir 
minds were enlightened with the knowledge of the scriptures^ their re« 
verence for their place of worship decreased, and they soon introduce4 
th^ electing of their mayor, and their representatives in parli^entt 
mot only in their church, but at the communion tablet This was firs^ 
dQQ^ in the year 1585 ; and while the freemen were* few in nw^b^fi 
and the magistrates could return whom they pleased, thelnisifiesf wgo^ 
soon over, and it might not be productive of any ^eat evil ; :but if we 
once step over the bounds of decency and good order, iqnova^pQ open^ 
the door to many excesses, and time carries them forward, rfga^jdl^ 
of every consequence. 

When a seat in the great council of the nation was dispgyered to 
be thie.path to honoc and Qn^oluiQ^nt, it was then thought worth while 
to risk tlie squandering of; a. fortiint^ tq gain the prj^. Con*uption and 
perjury^ in1;e]ii{>em#<;Q and qu^rrels^ forced their way to the altar, an4 
produced such scenes df riot and confusicm, tha;t they yfere ob]j\g^ to 
separate the parties,, by a high, pai^tition in the chnrcb.. 

Every disinterested and serious peiscm, re^ectin^ on the evU^ 
wished to have elections removed out of the church. A hiiJji Y(B^]twi^ 
brought in to the hou<^ of commons for this purpose ; b^t \tw^s op- 
posed by tljte corporation, of tins tow;n, apd,. at th^t ti9ie,'llvs wa&su£t 
fici^Qt tp:have it r^^ted, tl^oygh there w^y not a place i^ the kii^doi^^ 
where election*, M(ei?e held. ii> qhu^cM^v.t^i^tiQPPfiWdiiti.aft^ilWfly wl» 
W0rq applied tp, wished it succesp, ^ t|i§y thftught^thepriw^ticeXto say 
«Q HiOTQ/of .it) .highly indecent. 

, Sir Charles Buftb\iry Iwid the honor of , opposing^ Ae Wl; wd.hQ 
mA^ " l;ha|yob«w>tol4 <;h»t,i|tl)(»ver,:sq«ie ^non^k^Vi^ <¥mp}9V^ 
ofelec|iqDs.b(ang)h€W ip ohwcihes; hut are l^rfajw^ tp lijtep ta,£> 
single town, unfi»ttfoiied>y Hflit^s aRd;Eepe^.te«!tita0^ l»4:^jl^ 

o 
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dences ; and to me tile indlTcncies, and tlic evils complained of, appear 
very ideal. Sir, our pious and rational ancestors, contented themselves 
with tliis mode of election ; why then are we to pnt counties and Ik>- 
roughs to the great ex pence they must necessarily Ix? at, if this bill 
ishould pass into a law? nor can I see why the electors themselves 
sliould not meet in a church, when we, the electcxl, meet in a chapel/* 

Mr. On^ly said, " The evils complained of were notoriously great ; 
and hewas told by alderman Sawbridge, of the perjuries committed at 
the communion table y of the- bribes thro^^ii down upon it, by such as* 
reftised to take the oath; as well as the blasphemy, drunkenness, and 
other diabolical piractices, repeated from day to day, during an elec- 
tion ; all which our pious, sober, and rational ancestors, were unac- 
quainted with." 

No reply was made; and, upon a division, the bill was lost ; ayes 
33 — ^noes 72. 

Several alterations have been made; from time to time, in this 
church, since it was^first fitted up for a protestant congregation. It is 
now without chapel, chancel, or altar, and pews and galleries occupy 
the whole area of the building, excepting the necessary spaces. Seve- 
ral new windows have been added, for the admission of Ught ; but as 
every workman has been left to follow his own fancy, there is no uni- 
formity in the workmanship. 

The first thing that strikes the attention of a stranger, on his en- 
tering this church in service time, is seeing the mayor placed at the 
east end, where the altar ought to be, and above the conmiunioa 
table, and the magistrates on the right and left hand of him. 

The first record of a seat being fitted up for the mayor, and for 
several magistrates, and others^ was about the year I676. It was then 
ordered in vestry, that a pew should be made, in the middle of the^ 
gallery, on the north side of the church, for the governor of Dover 
Castle, Hie mayor, and several of his brethren, and others, at the ex- 
p^tice of cdonel Stroude^ and Walter iJKraems, esqiure. 
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This seat did not long satisfy the members of the corporation^ 
who were attached to the presby terian mode of worship ; and they 
wished, as the elders of the congregation, to be more conspicuousijr 
placed ; and they took away the altar, and placed the magkterial 
chair where it stood, above the communion table. 

Tliis step highly offended that part of the congregation which w^ 
of the establishment from principle, and colonel Stroude refused to 
sit with them, and he applied to the churchwardens to provide him 
another seat* Edward Roberts, and Natharael Denew, the church- 
wardens, A. D. 1683, cited the mayor, and his brethren, to appeaiT 
in the consistory court at Canterbury, and alledged, that there are 
certain seats, or pews, placed at the east end of the chancel of the said 
church, and other seats set up in the said chancel^ which render the 
place, where the communion table now standeth, too narrow for the 
reception of the minister, and the communicants, in the time of the 
administration of the sacrament ; that the seats at the east end of the 
chancel do not properly belong to any particular person ; and that 
the magistrates, ought to be removed to some more convenient and 
decent place in the church,, or chancel. They pleaded, that his M9- 
jesty, Charles the Second, came into the church, to hear divine ser- 
vice, and he expressed his dislike of any person sitting at the east end 
of the chancel ; and he ordered the doors of the said pews to be nailed 
up, and it was some time before the seats were used again. 

Wherefore they prayed the said judge, that he would grant tbeip 
licence to remove, 'and take away, the several seats standing at the 
east end of the chancel ; and that they might place the communiqu 
table more conveniently and commodiously, for the minister and pa- 
rishioners to communicate. 

The judge, upon this application, did decree letters proclamatory 
to be sent out, to be published in the church of Saint Mary the Vir- 
gin, in Dover, on the Lord's day next preceding the tenth day of 
May, in divine service, that all persons pretending a rigjbt or interject 
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•in the said'^seats, miglit appear on the tenthday of May, in the con- 
sritory court of Canterbury, between the hours of nine and eleven of 

Hhe clock ;n the forenoon, to shew sufficient cause, if tlijey had any, 

^alird thought it their interest to do so, ^vhy the said seats might not be 
removed, and taken aWay, and the magistrates placed in some other 
sedt, or seats, in the said church. 

At the time appointed, appeared Nicholas Cullen, the mayor of 
Dover, 'Willfa'm Stokes, William Richards, John Bullock, Thomas 
Scott, William Bax, Edward Franklin, and Edward Wivell, jurats 
of the town of Dover, and pleaded, that the seats standing at the east 

' end of the chancel of the said church, and now moved to be taken 
away, are very ancie^nt seats, which, time out of mind, were used by 
the mayor and jurats of the town, for the time being, and where they 
usually sat to hear divine service, and sermon, and they had a special 
right and interest in the said seats ; and the proctor prayed, that he 
might have a competent time assigned him to propound, and shew his 
clients' right and interest. This was granted, until the month of Sep- 
tember, when the court met to examine witnesses. Upton, the proc- 
tor for the churchwardens, alleged, that there is a convenient place, 
at the north side of the said chancel, for the use of the mayor and 
jurats of the said town to sit, and hear divine service, and sermon, 
^hich might contain at ^ least fourteen or sixteen persons, with more 
conveniency and decency ; and that they were ready, and willing, to 
erect such seats forthwith. And they further alleged, that the right of 
placing, and displacing, the parishioners in the church and chancel, 
on seats, hath, from time to time, and time whereof the memory of 

' man is not to the contrary, been vested in the churchwardens of the 
said parish, for the time being, and in no other persons ; as they trere 
ready, they proposed to prove their allegation inimediately, by Rich- 
ard Cooke, gentlenian, of the parish of Saint James, in Dover; Aaron 
Wellard, Wafham iJenihiit, and Samuel Lucas, ^ntlefuen, and jurats 
of the said town. 



Digitized by 



Google 



»OVB». 101 

Samuel i&iicas deposed, that he 'had bfeeri a psrrisliicfner.in the 
parish of Saint Mary, before his Majesty's restoration, and for divers 
?yeafs since; and that about fourteen years ago, the King happenit^g 
* to be at 'Dover for several days, A^hen tlie deponent was one of the 
.churchwardens, Mr. Dupper, who was then a servant belonging to 
the green-cloth, and some other gentlenien, came to- this deponent, 
he being one of the churchwardens, to know wliat* convenient seats 
. there were in the church, to place his Majesty, and his attendants; 
and that this deponent went with Mr. Dupper, and the other gen- 
tlemen, to Saint Mary's church, and shewed them where the mayor 
and jurats sat, supposing that seat the most con venient for his Ma- 
jesty. The said Mr. Dupper, and the other gentlemen with him, 
declared, that his Majesty would by no means sit above the commu- 
nion table; and that it was an itiddcent and irreverent thing, in his 
Qpinion, for the mayor and jurats to be there placed ; and that his 
M^esty was placed in another seat in the said church, and the mayor 
' and jurats did, for that time, forbear sitting in the said seats, above 
- the oommunion table. And he further deposed, tfaatduring all the 
aforesaid time, he had knorwn the right of placing, and displacing, 
the parisbiondrs,' bo£h^in tiie clnireh and the chancel, to have been in 
^ the churchwardens for the time being ; dnd that about seven years 
since, this deponent's wife 'was seated in that churdi, by the church- 
wardens for ihe time being. Aitd fuMher, tibat in the tinie of the late 
lisbellion, Mr. Niclidlas CuHen, thopres^at reputed 'mayor, was. one 
of -^ ebntchfwantens of that parish, Itnd did, upon this deponent's 
'knowded^, place o|ie peraon, ^aptvis^ioner, in a Mat in 4hat church. 
Aaron WttiUfA deposed, tlmf lie had been a housekeeper, in the 
.-rparish of Saint Mary^,thir^4b«rdr thirty-five yean^, and hath, for«ll 
that time, known, tha/fe the blkrriil^atdcito, 4c!r the time being, usii* 
Qllyipkced, land dispMed, iche pa^rislHoiifers in the church, as there 
was occasion, and thiey also 41iifki||id«^> right and privilege 90 to do. 
That he himself had been churchwarden for years, and did himself, 
during that time, place such parishioners in seats, as occasion required. 
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Warliam Jemmit deposed, that he had, for twenty years last past, 
known, that the churchwardens, for the time being, had claimed a 
right to place, and displace, the parishioners in their seats in the 
church. That the governor of Dover Castle did usually sit upon the 
right hand of the mayor of Dover, in the seats placed above the com- 
munion table ; but disliking the sitting in that situation, he, the said 
governor, was, upon appUcation to this deponent, during the time he 
was churchwarden of Saint Mary's parish, placed in another seat in 
the said church. 

Samuel Lucas also deposed, that he had known, for the space of 
thirty-five or thirty-six years passed, that the churchwardens, for the 
time being, had seated, and displaced, divers of the parishioners, and 
had always claimed the right so to do. 

From the proofs produced by the churchwardens, it was decreed, 
that the exclusive use of the seats could not be assigned to the corpora- 
ration ; and a licence was granted to tlie churchw;ardens, to remove the 
seats above the communion table, to the north side of the chancel, er 
to some other convenient place in the church, and to place the commu- 
nion table at the east end ; and if the proctor for the corporation dis- 
sented, he might seek redress in the court of arches in London. 

The churchwardens, having obtained the licence, or faculty, they 
fitted up seats for the mayor and jurats in another part of the church, 
and placed the conmmnion table at the east end of the. chancel. 

This act of removing the seats from the altar, was considered by 
the magistrates as lessening their dignity in the face of the congregli- 
tion, and lowering them, in the eyes of the people, as much as they 
exalted themselves above them in their own minds ; and though they 
were afiraid.to oppose the authority of the King, while. he was livings 
they took an early opportunity, after his death, to spum at his notions 
of decency and reverence to be observed in places of public worship i 
and they disregarded the authority of the ecclesiastical courti 
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In the year 1688 a vcstrj was called, and there were present sir 
jurats, and two or three other persons, who ordered, that thc^ magis- 
ttates seats should be replaced at the east end of tlic chanccj, whtre 
they formerly stood, at the expencc of the parish. Tiiis ivas accord- 
ingly done; but by another order of vestry, A. D. 1689j they. directed; 
tliat the churchwardens should pay immediately to the mayor, the sum 
of seven pounds fourteen shillings and eleven pence, being the sum he 
had advanced for removing the seats. This is a positive proof, that 
the churchwardens had removed them, under the authority of the 
court, and that they ware removed back again by the nlagicitrates, in 
defiance of the decree. - 

Mister Mayor, and his brethren^ considered themselves now fixed 
in the highest seats in the synagogue, and they had but little to fear, 
at that time, of any further interruption from the people ; but in less 
than a year, there was a difference between them, and the minister of 
the parish, and he threatened to libel them in the consistory court>at 
Canterbury, for reriioving the cc»nmunian table, and replacing the ma- 
gisterial chair at the altar. This alarmed the jurats ; for they kxiew 
that they had acted in defiance of the authority of the court, and they 
had nothing to expect but ecclesiastical censures. 

As they wished to prevedt any further proceedings, and fearing 
they might involve themselves in expence, tliey had another vestry in 
April, A. D. 1689 ; where they appointed the magistrates, or any four 
of them, to treat with the minister, upon the subject of their removing 
the seats. It appeai*s that they coidd not come to any determination ; 
for on the following Sunday, it was resolved at a vestry, ^^ Whereas the 
parishioners are informed, that a complaint has bden made at Canter- 
bury, for removing the magistrates and conunon councilmens seats to 
the places where they now stand, and anciently stood ; it is therefore 
BOW ordered, that if any new citation should be issued, or suit com- 
menced^ against the prese&t churchwardens, or any of the parishionersy 
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for removing the seats^ and the commuiiion table, all the expences 
shall be paid by the parish/' 

As the majority of the magistrates composed this vestry, and 
they directed the churchwardens to apply the public money, to save 
their own. Mister Lodwick was incapable, for the want of nieans, to 
put his threats in execution. This terminated the contest respecting 
the removihg^of^ie seats; and the mayor, jurats,, and their success 
sors, contitiued to sit at the allar, until they concluded, that time 
had given them a legal right, to what they had so ill^ally obtained. 
A corporhte body can always find a peg, or make one, on which > 
they can hang a prescription whenever they wish it; and notwith* 
standing there were the orders of vestry, and tlie faculty, existing, and. 
in good preservation, they placed locks upon the doors of the pews of 
the magistrates, the common councilmen, and on the -gate in the rail,, 
and locked up the communion table, in the year 1604 ; and they de* 
ijettnmed to maintain an exclusive right by law. 

This, deprived many persoro of seats^ who had been accustomed^' 
to sit ^ with the magistrates, and the common councilmen, and some, 
of them left the church, and others would have done it, if an alter- 
ation had not been made. 

In tJie year 1805, there was an order of vestry, for n^w fronting 
the pewS'in the middle aisle, and for making them all uniform ; and 
the magistfates and commoh councilmens seats^ were included in this 
oKder. 

l^hough they had taken this bold>step, they seemed doubtful of 
aSi exclusive right; arid they gave a key to ihe churchwardens, for the 
beadle to let in persons wanting seats. 

As the gate in tlie rail, before the communion table, was locked 
up, and* the minister had been impeded in the discharge of his duty, 
the churchwardens, when putting up new fronts to the magistrates 
pews, and a. new rail before the communion table, ordered the car- 
penter not to put any lock on the gate in the rail, but to leave the 
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passage free to the table; and to take off the locks from the old doors, 
and to put them on the new ones with handles. This was considered 
by the mayor as an offence not to be forgiven ; and the corporation 
rcsolved, that the mayor should article the churchwardens in the arches 
court in London, for removing the. locks, without the consent of the 
ordinary ; and the churchwardens were served with a citation, to an* 
swer for their conduct, that they might have their manners and morals 
reformed, for the good of their souls. The mayor intended to have 
corporal punishment inflicted if possible ; but the ecclesiastical court 
had no such power. 

The parishioners considered, that it always had been customary 
for the churchwardens to take off locks from the pew doors, when put 
on by individuals, and that they had always been applied to by those 
who wanted seats. There is reason to believe, tliat this practice has 
been continued from the reformation, or the first pewing of the church, 
and the custom could be pM'oved, by existing records, far beyond the 
memory of any man living. This determined the parishicmers to resist 
the mayor's proceedings in the ecclesiastical court. 

As that court had no authority to try a custom, it was deter- 
mined to remove the cause, by prohibition, as soon as an opportunity 
offered, to the King's Bench; but before the churchwardens replied, 
to the mayor's articles, he died. The churchwardens then pleaded 
an abatement, as the cause in common law dies with the person, and 
they requested that it might be dismissed the court. At the hearing, 
the judge decreed against it; and he supported it with a precedent 
which did not apply, and another which was never detiermined. The 
counsel for the churchwardens were very much dissatisfi^ with the 
decree, and advised an appeal to the delegates ; and 'at the same time 
to apply for an additional extention of their faculty, to remove the 
magistrates seats from the altar, and toieplace the tables, containing 
the Lord's Prayer, the Belief, and the Ten Commfindments, in their 
proper place. 
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, Asf ihe first cause was now braiidiocl into, three cMercBt auita, ike 
^raoeedings beoame very expensive; aiiti after expending about ft. 
tArattsaod pounds both partiea were Ireaitily sick of the iMiSAniess. 
Tbeie was no probaWJity <rf any speedy dctermia^ion, for tine ohurdin 
warden* bad not examined aiiy witnesses, and it would have been 
some tioM before either of the causes would haw been heard. 

When tw^ opponents have spent their moiiey at law, aud foumd, 
that the faisixrg any more will be attended witli ^difficulty,, they bfgia 
to tltinlk ijt will be prudent to lower their cre^t^* aud tp codidider ot! a 
reconciliation. This was the case in the present. tusteoog ; §cm after 
they had squandered so large a sum, they both a^eed to stop any 
further proceedings, and for each to pay their own expeoees. This 
ease ought to hold out a lesson to the rising age, not to suffer pride 
and folly to hurry them into such unprofitable expences, about a seat 
in the church, or the locking up of a pew; for after all,, the best and 
most perfect person in the congregation, will be the goeatest, im the 
sight of Him who sees the heart. 

The method of electing^ and providing for the Minister of this 

parish. 

Before the suppression of religious houses, there were a rector, 
a curate, a deacon, and a sub-deacon ; but in what manner tJiey were 
paid, is now rather uncertain. 

Sir Robert Long, or Yonge, as his name has been written, was 
the officiating minister, A. D. 1522 ; and he had sometimes a trifling 
gmtuity from his parishioners, for a particular service. In the year 
1547, they consented to find him an assistant, as age andinfirmitiesr 
had rendered oH Sir Robert incapable of dischar^ng the duties of 
his office. • ' 

An application was made in the same year, to the archbishop 
and commissary, for a priesrt: to officiate, but it does not appear that 
they sent one. 
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• ' -Tlie fine upon record, after the death oi Sir %^h&$, ave 9^ WiU 
liam, the rector ; Sir John Coehran^ deacon ; Mr. Wood» curate ; and 
£ar Thomaa Brown, sub^eacoa; who ofBciated on paiticular feftlt^ 
^nh I and they were paid separately for their gracci obiit, and otbor 
;Oeremontes. 

Sir Anthony Rogers had a salary of six pounds twelve shiBii^ a 
year. He continued but a short time; for in the year 154^ S|r 
Mimge Thornton was settled, with a salary of eight pounds a year, 
and tibirteen shillings and four*peoce for liis chamber andbed^ 

Jt was in his time the altars and images were raiK]^ved, aod the 
plate sold, to pay the expence of omamentidg the churbh. He 'W4^ 
an actiTe leformer, but he soon remoYed from this place. 

Sir Hane Caine had the title of preacher of Our Lady's church, 
A. D. 1551, with a salary of twenty marks, and the Easter. book, or 
rthe oblations. The poverty of the pamb, or thcar aeglefet in fulfilling 
their engagement, compelled him to leave the church the same year^ 
Two ridi oopdi were pawned, to pay what was due to him. 

A*I>. 1551, Sir Christopher James waa cngt^d for the occasi- 
onal duty, and for which he was to have the offertii^ at £a«ter, which 
amounted tx> one pound thirteen shillings and eight^pence. At the 
«cfcession of Queen Mary, James was prosecuted fcN* being a married 
man, and the church was without a priest; for Sir Andrew Patt^dden 
came to sing on Palm Sunday evening, and on every evening until 
'Eafeter week. 

The inhabitants applied to the lord sufihigan, for a priest, to ad- 
minister the sacrament at Easder. 

A. D. 1553, ^ Sir Jeffery was &ng9f^^ £or a salary of ten poujuds 
a year, and the Easter offerings, and the £ees for christenings, n^nm- 
ri^es, and burials, and his bed and chamber, rent. They gave him, 
M maHing this agreement, (^i;ee«peRoe. He entiered on the cure at 
'Midtruinniefi and quitted it ait 'Mkhftelmw. 
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The service of- the ehurch wag very irregularly p^onned on the 
ire<«!etabliiihmefit of popery ; for there was no officiatiog priest engaged 
until A. D. 1555| when Sir John Lambard came upon the same term^ 
vas^ James ;« but if his^fees did no); amount to five marHs, the churob- 
wardens were to make good the deficiency, which they did, by paying 
him eight shillings. Sir John continued until his death, which hap- 
pened in the year 1558. 

^ A Sir William,; from London, succeeded him. About this time 
the clergy dropped the title of Sir, as he is the last who retained it. 

' The reverend Thomas Turpin was minister, from 1562, to 1573, 
and he was buried in the church. 

Peter Joy was the next minister, and he probably died about 
the year 15879 ^ the archbishop sent a sequestration to the church- 
wardens. 

Hichard Pickering died about the year 16D1, and was interred in 
the church. 

Walter Richards succeeded, with a salary of thirty pounds a 
year ; but he continued only a short time ; for, in 1608, John Gray 
took the cure, and resigned in I6l6. 

The inhabitants had always been backward in raising money to 
pay their minister; but a circumstance happened, which gave the 
leading men of the vestry an opportunity of shewing their liberality 
to a chaplain of their warden. Edward Lord Zouch, of Hairing^ 
worth, Constable of the Castle, came to Dover,^ A. D. X6l6, and he 
brought with him the Rev. John Reading. The parish was, at that 
time, without a minister, and he did the duty several weeks, to oblige 
the parishioners ; and they requested him to accept the cure, with a 
stipend of one hundred pounds a year. 

He was, at first, very much ap(MOved of by the parbhioners of 
that time. He had good connections, and was appointed chaplain to 
Charles the First ; but it was no more his lot, than it was that of his 
royal master's, to live always in the sunshine of prosperity. He was 
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a pCTBon, whose, principles were inflexibly fixed ; and he conid not, 
like too many of hie flpck^ change with the power which prevailed ; 
and he found- himself as much disliked, as he had been approved of 
before, in the pulpit. 

A change of opinion in his audience, and the prejudice of party, 
were sources from which he experienced many hardships and sufferings. 
In the year 1642, one Saunders, a military officer, from Northbourne^ 
came and plundered his study, as he had before done to several other 
layal gentlemen in the county. 

In Novraiber, in the foUovnng year, while he was employed in his 
Paraphrase c^ the Gospel of Saint John, he was seized by a company 
of armed men, by the order of Sir Edward Boys, one of the parliament 
party, and hurried away to prison. 

The King, hearing of the treatment he had received, procured lor 
him, of archbishop Laud, the rectory of Chartham, and he was ap< 
pointed a prebendary of Canterbury ; but it was some time before he 
could receive any emolument from his preferment. 

Sir WilUam Brockman gave him the living of Cheriton, A. D. 1644, 
and he was appointed, by the assembly of divines, one of the nine per* 
sons, to write annotations cm the New Testament But the firantic 
aeal of party pursued Mr. Reading in his sequestered retreat at Ch^* 
tpn, and he was there sieved, by the comniand of major Boys, and 
brought to Dover Castle, and the next day carried, with others, to 
Leeds Castle. During this confinement, he wrote his Guide to the 
Holy City. He gained his enlargement, by an order from a committee 
of gentlemen, who directed, that all his effects which had been taken 
away, should be restored to him. Major Boys was of a different opi- 
nion, and he refused to part with what he had got without money. On 
the t^th of May» 1650, Mr. Reading pubUcly disputed with Samuel 
Fisher, of the baptist persuasion, in Folkstone church, upon pointSi 
whiqh could not afford much edification to their audience. 
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He -was, iii the opinion of maiiy^ a rigid Cahrinist, and he oppo« 
fied the doctrine of John Godwin, a lay teaeher, who had preached in 
the church of Saint Mai^y, iol Dover, duuing Mr. Reading^s absence; 
He published several sermons, and controversial tracts, cfaiefiy ag^unsl 
st^baptists. 

Mr. Reading was the first minister of this parish, who had astif- 
pend of a hundred pounds a year. He dibd at Chartham, A D. 166T^ 
and wias buried in the chancd df the parish church. 

After the imprisonment of Mr. Reading, the parlkiment and the 
parishioners reduced the salary to sixty poimds. Michael Porter was then 
ministcor, l64d. His friends considered this sum vary inadequate to the 
duty ; and the Earl of Warwick addressed. a letter to the mayor and 
jurats on the subject. This immedisUjely produced the desired effect. It 
was ordered, that he should riot only have the hundred pounds a year, 
but a quarter in advance, and all fees as received by his predecessor. 
^ This church was filled with ministers in a very irrqgular manner^ 
during the disordered state of the kingdom. John Dykes, from Ten- 
t^rdeh, came in the year 1647 j and he was followed by John Robotham, 
in 1652, who was probably sent by the house of commons ; for very 
sodm^ after hi* arrival, a difference hs^pened between him and the ma- 
gi^tpatesy and they a^ied again to parliament for another minister* 
Bxftboftam was the first who agreed to preach two sermons every * 
Btnday } but as tTie churchwardens could not raise the money to pay 
him, this produced coldness, and then contentiDns and separation, for 
h^'quitted the church. 

V Nathaniel Northeross agreed to undertake a part of the duty, in 
the year 1663, for the voluntary subscriptions of the inhabitants ; but 
he 'did not continue above six months ; for in February, in the same 
^ear, cotond Kelsey, with several members of parliamait, recommended 
Natha)iiet'3arry, who offered, by letter, to undertake the duty tor 
half a year. • It was about' thlsi4ime, that some oi the ieading men in 
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the vestry, first doubted of the power of their court of chaacery, to.enr 
force the payment of the church rate ; and it was proposed, that n 
cioannuttee pliouid be appointed, to apply to pariiameot for an act, to 
l^ure their privileges in directing the alE^irs of the ehurch, and to 
(compel tlie payment of the chvardi rate. 

Several members of the commons, to whom this petition was adT 
ihessed, knew, by experience, tliat the ministers they had recom- 
mended, had not been paid as they ought to have been ; aad they sent 
Jj^em the following letter, i»stead of complying with their request 

'^ Tq our ItrvUtg frietfdss th^ pmr%sHimeT$ of SahtMaty, Dover. 
^' Gentlemen^ 

^^ Haviog seen your answer to our advioeji 
relative to the settling the Rev. Nathaniel Barry^ and dismissiag Mr. Rot 
botham^ we find it not so full^ as we could wish ; by reason of the deficiency of 
the payment of him. We therefore advise yon^ in future^ that there be 9^ good 
friendly agreement among yourselves ; and that you pay the forty pounds you 
owe him^ and in ftiture inrprove your privilege of assessing yourselves. This 
we Mriottriy coufoH you io 4io, Miiif^in our judgment^ a good way io encou^ 
rage the godly minister you now petition for^ and to continue your frmlc^ 
imqu^fltiotaad. Thi^ will gtv< ^ou a good report aaioDg your friends bere^ and 
jpreveqt any eom^l^ta of jOh^s m^ufe. If any sticlt igiun should M they 
will have ap effect^ remedy/ We sbi^ not Inve mepi Ifpsf fo 4^ AttAfAy# 
what they pleaso to, their respediviQ jnioUteia* . Ho^iog y<w wtl w^U ^migll 
this our friendly cpuncil, we rest^ 

'* Yciiir hiTiQg frioids^ 

^' Thomas Ketsey. *' John Boys: 

\^Aug.Rymer. '' Lambert Go^ftey/' 

'' Menrtf Oamdrm 

Thift ktter nthav alaraMil 4he fOmxmaktfOf and, at the cspiraticA 
of suL ii}Q»(hs» t]it^a|9BQediiritkJMbr.^I^^ 
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pounds yearly, and he was to do the duty, according to the order of 
the gospel. 

This was probably the cant phrase of the day, while the republi- 
cans continued in power ; for after the restoration, some of the same 
persons required, that the duty should be done according to the law 
of the realm. 

In the year 1660, a committee was appointed to settle with their 
minister, not only at what time, but in what manner, he should ad- 
minister the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and also what catechism 
he should teach the children ; and, if necessary, they were to adjourn 
from day to day, and report the result of each meeting to the pa- 
rishioners. 

As the restoration had caused such a change in the sentiments 
of Mr. Barry's congregation, and the difference was so great between 
them, he either quitted the church, or died about this time, as there 
were several ministers paid for doing the duty. 

There was an interval of nearly two years, before another preacher 
was appointed ; and it is probable, that Mr. Reading returned again 
to the church, as he was here^ as speaker for the corporation, when 
the King landed. 

Charles the Second embarked at the Hague, on Wednesday even- 
ing, the twenty-third day of May, and he was accompanied witii 
twenty-five sail of good vessels ; and on Friday, about two o'clock, he 
landed at Dover. General Monk, the Earl of Warwick, the Constable 
of Dover Castle, with divers other persons of distinction, were stand- 
ing on the shore, with the mayor, and the corporate body, and the 
Rev. John Reading, with a rich canopy, ready to receive him. 

As soon as the Xing placed his foot upon the beach, general 
Monk presented himself before him, on his knee, and kissed his hand ; 
and he was embraced by his Sovereign ; who declared what a high sense 
he entertained of his^ loyahy, and services, in being' instrumental to 
his restoration. The Reiv. Joim Reading then delivered a short speech, 
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in the name of the corporatioiit and they presented to the King a 
bible, with gold clasps. The pec^le shouted, and the guns £red from 
the Castle. The King immediately left Dover, in a coach, with the 
Dukes of York and Gloucester ; and wiien he came to Barham Downs, 
many troops (^ nobility and gentry were drawn up, commanded by 
the Duke of Buckingham, the Earls of Derby, Northampton, Win- 
Chester and Litchfield, and the Lord Viscount Mordaunt. There 
were also sei^ral regiments of foot, of the Kentish men. 

The King, amidst the shoutings of a multitude of people, and 
the sounding of trumpets, rode up. to each troop; and they bowed to 
him, and kissed the hilts of their swords. 

After the restoration, the committee was instructed to proceed 
against Thomas Fidge, in the court of chancery for the Cinque Ports, 
who was their late register keeper, to compel him. to deliver up the 
register to the^ parisbioners.. 'They probably faikd in their attempt ; 
for there is a large chasm in the register for that time, which never 
was filled up. 

The B4^. Samuel Hinde, D.D. in 1662, undertook the duty^ at 
a;stipend of omc hundred pounds a year ; but he very soon experienced 
delays in the payment ; and he hinted his intention of applying to 
parliament for^a bill, to enforce the discharge of the salary of the mi- 
nister ^ Thifir alarmed tfae.parisbioneans ; and they authorised the mayor 
and jurats to employ counsel, not only to dppose him. in his plan^ but 
to procure an act; of the legislature to swure their privileges^ ami to 
empower them to levy a rate, to discharge the necessary expences for 
the repairs of the churoh, and other purposes. . .... 

Whatever doctor Hinde had said^ or done, it proved a continued 
source) of tiouble to hin^; ^^^ such disseiisions followed, .as> weee 
never appeased in his time. • The neglect in paying on the one sijcte^ 
and an inclination to compel on the other, excited anger, and di^tes; 
and these dblike and rancour; until. mattep were pushed .to isuch ex^ 
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tremiife^v ttiaC the doctor eitbi^r oraiUMl the diitj, jor it was done by a 
ftubrtitote. It wa« foiar ^euan before tbi« evil caidd be brought to any 

At a vestry^ in the year I6669 it was declared, that fbe doctor 
had not done any duty for three months, and that he ought to be dis-- 
misfied ; and it was resolved, that he shotild be paid his arrears, and 
discharged, on the ftatival of Saint John the Baptist Nine persons 
were appointed, and the maytxr and the chnrohwardens, to meet and con^ 
skkr of Mme orthodox clergyman, and to report their proceedings to 
the panshioners. These measures served only to exoke heat and esttt^ 
mosity ; for the churchwardens could not raise the money io pay the 
doctOT, nor did be wish to go ; and though necessity compelled them 
to live together, they did not learn to improve it to a virtiae. 

It appeared, in auditing the churchwardens aoeoants, in 16^, 
that all the money they had collected, in five quMters, wonid not pay 
the doctor's salary ; and that titey were increasing otlMr debts, without 
any prospect of paying them. This made them resolve to reduce their 
minista's sstlary to seventy pounds a year, and the dnirchwardens were 
to driiver this lesointion to the doctor, and be was atkn to accept or 
itifuse it before Midsommw. 

A% the doctor did not give any dednve answer to the <ihurehwnr« 
dens, it was resolved in vestry, in I67X), ^at if he received the obla^ 
tions at lEaster, he should provide the bread and the wine for the 
c6mmunioants ; but as this was contrary to the express letter of the 
rubiick^ it was rgeoted. 

About this time the doctor compknned of their wanting to break 
their on^nal agreement with him ; and they consented to pay him to 
the full, if he would sign his resignation. Both parties semed tired of 
opposing eaeh other ; and he resigned, on cokiditioh that he received 
fcity-*five pounds, and the mayor was to raise the mon^. When resent* 
ment is to be gratified, dispatch is quick in paying those debts^ which 
justice solicits in vain. 
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The Bfiir. JcAm lodwtck succeeded, but he vas to hwe no movt 
tfaaneighty {Kwods a year, tke £Mter bod^, and the fees and emolu^ 
meats which had been receiTed by his predecessors ; and if he proposed 
leaving the parish, he was to gire three months notice. 

^fhen this a^reemmt'Was made, the oorporatioii had the sole ma- 
nagemeBl cf, the chmch*; and the removing the coommnon tables te 
fdboe the mtiyar's chair at the altar, gave offience to Mr. Lodwick, and 
many of the respectable part of the congregation, and he attended with 
them at Eaatei: to ehnse chmx^hwardens ; which practioe faecontinnedv 
until he left the parish. As. he w^ the leading man. in tha opposition^ 
they detennined that he should qmt his office^ or that th^ would ren« 
der it lacomfortable to him. 

This agreement was laid before council, and tiiey aAed, if ihef 
eovH reduce hiaoalary to sixty pounds a year. ThA eowplainila against 
him wae^ tiaat be had neglected to catecluse the chUdren, and ke^ the 
register. The answer to the cst^e is not known ; aor have I seen any 
jocord of the particulars, which rendered hh situsrfion uncomfiirtable ; 
but. he gave notice, in 1^3, of quitting the olurdi at Micfaeehnas; 
and.it yi9»9CCspuA. When the tune surived, the pariah was too much 
in debt to pay him ; fbv in June, 1694, they paid hioi only twenty 
pOQods, which vwre due to him in March, 1^3, and they w^e con<- 
siderably in arrears. 

The parish «lerk died in lp9% which prodncecE another source of 
cfintentson. The minister nominated onei and the panshionera anoi^ 
ther^ and they both d^nded their qomifRation. Tliis competed them 
to appeal to the ordinary, and he determined in faror of the parishioners* 
Ur; Lodiwiek had waabed his time, aoydinjiKed.hb health, in a fruitless 
dispute, which never could have baen of any real adrrantage to hun ; 
and the (KopoaAmBk being determined to direct 'the a£^ii»^ Ihe'ohurchw 
without a competitor, th^ came to a resdntion to dbmibs His^ 

At a vatry, in 1698, it was^ msolyed, <^ Whereas the electing^ eoa» 
tinuiog, aind dismissiag, ^omuuster of this parsslky s) in, and oi' right 
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^oth beloig loathe infaabitants ; ivey according to the custom 'tune out 
4yf mind used in tbeisaid pari A, do i^ree and' order, l3nt tiie* Rev. Jolm 
Xiodwick shall be dismissed ; and we do deckre his place vacant, and 
we order the churchwardens to. acquaint hini therewith/' 

The charges against him, jf hterally true, would have subjected 
1dm to ecclesiastical censures, and even suspension and. dismii^on ; ibr 
be w^ accused of sefusing to read the conmiunion service ; that he had 
Dot;f)reached fot six Sundays in succession, not on the fifth of No- 
vemb^, though he hid- been frequently admonished in a friendly man- 
ner ; and ^t he had raised to keep the register. 

. The duty appears to have been omitted about the. time of this 
complaint, and the prejudice of party had construed it into a wilful 
neglect ; but, in a letter addressed to the bhurchwairdens, Mr. Lodwick 
said, that through his increased infinniti^, he was no longer able to 
-discharge the duties of his. office, and he wished for an asisistant: 

The Rev. Jc^n Macqneane was appmnted, and he was to succeed 
Mr. Lodwick at his death, which happened about three weeks after 
the agreement. This closed a contention, which had been continued 
through a long period of twenty years ; and perhaps the most partial 
iidvocate* frequently saw sufficient reason to condemn both sides ; but 
where prejudices have taken deep root, it is but seldom that time ren>- 
ders men wise by experience. 

The Rev. John Macqeane was appointed minister, in January, 
1698, with the usual salary, and emoluments ; but in the short space 
of two years, an alteration was proposed, which did but little credit 
either to the head or the heart of the mover of it 

The minister had long received what had been called the church 
pfimngs, as a small addition to his salary, when is was reduced from 
an hundred to eighty pounds a year. This commutation gift was or- 
dered to be takda from the mimster, and applied to diminishing the 
taxes. It was ordered in vestry, that the money given at the sacra- 
pmxt should be paid to the ova»eers, and applied to the rebpf of the 
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^asital pcxHT:; and l^j were to accoant for the application o^ it to the 
mayor^ id tfae same raanner' they did the podr^s rate. This was a sii^- 
gidar iost^oce of the misapplication of alms. . It was giving at the 
altar, to reclaim the gift, by lessening the parochial tax. The rent 
of twenty shillings a year for the churdi*yard, was the next taken 
from the minister; and in lieu of it, he. was to receive. the oblations, 
.oriOood Friday, Easterniay, and the Sunday following.: 

The Rev. John Macqueane was licenced by the archbishop, and 
aettled her^ in 1698^ and peace was restored to the church, which 
continued upwairds df thirty years. He thenr found the infirmities of 
.<)ld age stealing very fast upon him; and, for his long and faithful 
services, the parishioners agreed to allow him ten pounds a year, to- 
wards payiilg fiNr van assistant ; but a difficulty started in appointing 
ium; and, in the year. 1728, the spirit of. discord raised again- its 
frightful aspect; and after so long a peace, it raged with renovated 
Vigour. . ' ; 

It is very probable, but not certain, that Mr. Macqueane had pro- 
vided a curate, who was Hot approved of by the inhabitants; and 
lK>me altercations had taken place, relative to the right of agreeing 
with him, wliich, in the beginning, was in a train for an amicable adi^ 
jnstment ; for, in the month of May, he addressed a letter to the 
mayor, jurats, and his other honest neighbours of the vestry. 

" JUfy kind and well-belaved parishioners, 

^' I came among you by the recommendation of the archbishop of Canter- 
bury^ and you received me with universal applause. I have lived among you 
ihese thirty years^ in love and peace ; and since I am not able to officiate in 
tibat station^ as I formerly did^ I am about to give you liberty^ for peace sake^. 
io chuse axurate to assist me ; and I pray God to direct you in this matter, and 
whom.you shall recommend, shall be agreeable to me. 

'f John Madqufone:' 
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The Rer. WiUiaiBL Nairoe ims appointed* with a salary of tbirtjr 
pounds a year. The old man^ for some cause now unknofwu, refused 
hb assent to the terihs. The curate, wishing to promote peace, offered 
him ten pounds more^ which the churchwardens were to repay, hink 
Five months were sp^t in a fruitless negociation ; and, in the niontk 
af December, threats were circulated to intimidate hina^ but his reso^ 
lution was not to be shaken. This produced a vestry, and in which 
ihey declared the diurch vacant. This was the first time that such a 
bold stap was attempted ; but it was deel^,ced, ^^ that they proceeded 
by powers and rights, which had been, time out of mind, in the pa* 
rishioners ; aod the old minister was aeyer to officiate in the church 
again.'' 

l%a churchwardens, fearing that sudian unprecedented proceed- 
ing mi^t invohre them in trouble, obtained an indemnification irons 
the pafishioners, for themsdyes, their heirs, and ccLecutois, fmm all 
expences in the ecclesiastical, or any other court. The Rev. William 
Naime was the chosen minister. This step wa3 the cause; of an appli- 
eation to the archbishop, who considered the church canohically filled 
during the life of the minister Macqueane i and he issued a prohibition^ 
to restrain Mr. Nairne from officiating in the ehureh. 

This alarmed the leading men in the vestry, and they applied Ut 
counsellor Crawford for advice ; but his opinion proved very far fjxHm 
being satisfactory. 

A doubtful and unfavorable opinimi, on the legality of their pro^ 
ce?difig9, iodueed them to presejat a memorial to the archbishop, to 
iftjEMm hw*^ of the state q{ the parishr They recited the appointment 
of the Rev. John Ma<^qiie»ne, and of hi& being a licemced preadier 
isadeff his grace's predecessor ; but as he had not exhibited his licence 
they the»eft)re did not consider him as a licenced preacher, nor the 
church canonically filleif . They said, that only a few of the parishi- 
ontew WfPuJid Qt^pud the service of the church, if he did the duty. They 
would not receive the sacrament from him, nor sufier him to baptize 
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theif children, and that they had sisfcj unbaptized; and while some 
of the inhabitants went to the dissenting meeting, others idled away 
the sabbath, and many of them might never return to the church 
again. They concluded with saying, that every endeavour had been 
tried, to persuade him to comply with their terms ; but that he was 
spirited up by ill-designing people, and would not agree to any rea- 
sonable proposal, unless he had sixty pounds^ and security given for 
the payment. 

After all this contention with an old man, to whom ten pounds 
a year might be absolutely necessary, it was settled, and probably 
by the advice of the archbishqp> to allow him fifteen pounds quarterly, 
which he accepted, on condition of continuing minister, and offici- 
ating as often as he pleased. 

The Revr William Naime resigned, and Mr. Max>qQeane lived but 
% short time after the termination of this unhappy dispiile, to be 
either a burden, or a trouble to bis parishicNJei^. 

In the year 173I9 the Rev. William Byrch was appointed mi- 
nister, on the same terms with his predecessors. In his time, the 
representatives of the town, and other gentlemen, purchased a house 
for the use of the minister, as it frequently happened, that ha could 
not hire one in the parish. He continued minister until the year 
1756, and went down to the .grave, without having the evening of his 
days disturbed by contention. 

The Rev. Thomas Edwards succeeded him, who died in a con- 
sumption, in 1773, and the Rev. John Lyon was appointed; who, 
after having discharged the duties of his office for thirty-four yeans, 
was very much disabled by a lall ; and the parishioners, unsolicited, 
voted au assistant, with a salary of one hundred pounds a year. , Tb0 
Rev. William Wise wa^ chosen assistant in ISO6, who wfts succeeded 
by the Rev. Johu Maule, in 1&12; and this memorial is intended to 
perpetuate this gfiuei^m iict, so Jong as these perishable matetials 
shall remain. 
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JDofiations and Charities^ giten to the parish of Saint Mary the 

Virgin^ in Dover. 

Thomas Fisher, by will, proved A. D. 1482, gave a certain mes-. 
suage for masses, and six shillings and eight pence annually towards 
the repairs of the church, ^ 

Thomas Toke, by will, proved A. D. 1484, gave seven- acres of 
land, at Dungate, under Windless Down, for the wardens to repair 
the church. He was buried in Saint Catherine's chapel. 

A piece of land, near Giles Combe, anciently called the Glebe, 
now let by the wardens for the church. 

Toke, by will, proved in the year 1509, gave two acres of land, 
under Stepping Down, to maintain a light for ever before the rode of 
the church. 

William Smith, by will, proved A. D. 1522, gave two shillings 
towards building the new chapdl. Smith was buried in the chapel of 
the Holy Trinity, near the altar dedicated to Saint Anthony. 

There is also mentioned Saint Michael's, Saint Erasmus', and Our 
Saviour's chapel. 

Thomas Libbef^s, by will, proved A.- D: 1527, gave towards the 
cover over the font, three shillings and four pence; and for glazing 
the window, in the chapel of Our Lady, six shillings and eight pence. 
He was buried in Saint Loy's chapel, before the image of Saint 
Thomas, of Canterbury. 

Thomas Corrye, was buried in the year 1545, in Our Saviour's 
chapel, and in his will hfe mentions ' a chapel belonging to Saint 
Nicholas. 

JoiceEvering, by her will,* proved A. D. 1635, gave fifty shil- 
lings, to purchase a piece of plate for the communion service ; but it 
may be doubted if it was applied to that purpose. 

In the year 1684, Anthony Percival gave two large silver flag- 
goiis, and George West, £st|. two silver-plates, for the communion 
service. 
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Cka^ities Uft for the benefit of the poor of the parish of Saint Mary the 
Virgin in Dover; and when and how disposed of. 

Thomas Pepper, left to the poor an annuity of twenty shilling^, 
by will, dated 18th of March, 1573, to be distributed by the church- 
wardens ; payable yearly out of the rent of land in the parish of 
Hougham, and late in the possession of George Stringer, Esq. . 

Thomas Elwood, left an annuity of twenty shillings, by will, 
dated the 3d of January, 1604, to be distributed by the church war- 
deiu! yearly ; to be paid by the owner of a house, situated in Cannon- 
street, and now in the possession of captain DelL 

Thomas Challice, left an annuity often shillings, .by will, dated 
the 3 1st day of January, l6l3, to be distributed by the churchwar- 
dens in bread, at Christmas ; payable from a house, situated in Biggin- 
street, called the Saracen's Head, now in the possession of Johq 
Jeken, Esq. • 

Jacob Windsor, by will, dated l6th July, l669, gave one pound 
four shillings, to ' be distributed in bread yearly, on Christmas eve; 
the money payable from a house, in Bench-street, i|i the possession 
of Austin Stace. 

Thomas White, by will, dated I669, left two pounds, to be paid 
annually to four poor widows, ten shillings each, on New-year's-day. 
The annuity to be paid by the owner of the Shakespear, in. Bench 
street- 

Nicholas CuUen, merchant, left, by. will, dated A, D. I6p9» a 
small tenement, near the Fish market, for the use of the pbon The 
building has been taken down, and the ground let to Mr. Powell, a 
miller, on. lease, at a yearly rent, which is applied to the use of the 
poor. He also left an annuity, to twenty poor widows, of tliirteen shil- 
lings each ; and he ordered six pounds to be paid out. of the rents of the 
two: houses on the victualling quay ; and seven pounds froni his l&nds 
in Romney Marsh, containing 51 acres 3 roods and 33 pterches. These 

It 
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lands would not, at that tiihe, pay the incumbrances he left n'pcm them j 
and the person who bought the fee of GullenV heirs, and had a mort«- 
gage upon them, agreed, for a sum of money^ to alienate the lee, in 
Irust to the parish of Saint Mary the Virgin, in t)a>^er, for the use{( 
pientiohed in Cullen's will. Though the mortgagee had a losing estate 
at ihat time, by the great rise in the value of land, the widows now 
receive Yearly five pounds thirteen shilUngs an^ nine-pence each. 

John Hewson, by will, dated the 24th February, 1692,, left to 
poor widows the interest of twenty pounds. The parish took the prin- 
cipal, and allow twenty shilhngs interest, which is given in bread ^t 
Christmas. 

William Richards, by will, dated the l^th August, 1701, left an 
annuity of five pounds, payable from the manor of Dudmanscombe, to 
be given to the poor, in equal proportions, on the following days, viz. 
Christmas-day, New-year's-day, Lady-day, Easter-day, Whitsun-day, 
Midsummer-day, and the first Sunday in every month. 

Ann Jell, by will, dated the 24th September, 1719, left to eight 
widows two pounds, to be distributed yearly on New-y^rVday,, five 
shillings each. The money is payable from a house in J^ueen-street, in 
the possession of Mrs. Farbrace, and adjoining to Mr. Beck's. 

Anthony Church, by will, dated the 3d Atay, 17()9, left the in- 
terest of twenty pounds, to be given to poor widows, on Christmas-eve, 
in bread. The parish took the principal, and pay twenty shilUngs in- 
terest yearly. . 

Mark Wills, by will, dated the 4th Novieinber, 1664, left in trust 
for six poor widows, belonging to Dover, a cottage, and half an acre 
of land, atWaltham. 

Ann Booth, by will, dated the 4th November, 1664, left one 
hundred pounds, to purchase lands, to be vested in trust, for the be- 
nefit of six poor widows, inhabitants of Dover. These fields were pur- 
chased in the parish of Whitfield ; containing one acre, five acres, and 
four acres. The last trust, appointed about the year 1811, consists of 
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Messrs. George Del], Thomas Russdl, Michad ^Iwin, John Jeken^ 
Henshaw Latham^ and James Walker. 

John Dekewer, left by will, dated 28th July, 1760, five hundred 
|K>unds ; a part of the interest to be given in bread every Sunday, and 
the remainder in coals at Christmas ; upon condition, that they kepi 
in repair the tomb of Benjamin Devinke, and painting the iron railing 
once in three years. This sum was bought into the four per cents, 
which were afterwards reduced to three per cent, and the five hundred 
JMunds now produce only fourteen pounds one shilling and eight^pence; 
Frtim this charity are given eight loaves, of sixpence each, every Sun- 
day, to as many poor widows, and the remainder in coals. 

. ISusannah Hammond^ left by will, dated the 10th June, IT^T^ an 
annuity of eighteen shiUings, from a house ; but this charity was taken 
away by^ the .mortmain act. 

Thomas Knott, left by will, to the minister of the parish, twenty 
shillings, to 'be given to forty widows, on Saint' Thomas's-day, yearly. 
The annuity arises from a house at the new bridge, and now in the 
possesion of Mr. Pattenden. 

Elisabeth Roalf, by a codicil to her will, dated the 13th Febru- 
ary, 17779 gave the interest of four hundred pounds, in the three peir 
cent, consols, to be paid yearly to ten poor widows, in equal pro^ 
portions. 

Thomks Chailice, by his will, dated the Slst January, 1613, left 
a house, for the benefit of the poor; but this gift has long becfniost. 

Jacob Windsor, by will, dated the l6th Jtily, 1699, gave eight 
teneqients, in trust to the mayor and jfurats, for eight aged person^ <^ 
this parish^tp reside in ; but the magistrates let them go to decays and 
they have been tak^ down, and the charity lost, and government 
have erected a batt^y on the ground. 

Thomas Gibbon Boykett, left by will, dated the 12th September, 
1799j a sufficient sum in the consolidated ftihd, in trust to J.ohn IMlinet 
Fector, Esq. to produce an annuity of five poimds a year, to be given 
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In bread, to the poor of the parish of Saint. Mary the Virgin, in 
Dover. . . ,; ' i 

Rd^ecca Saure, by will, dated the 6th of November, 1808, kft fo 
ber ex^utors^ Sarah Rice and Samuel Latham, in the qonsoUidated 
ba|]^ annuities, in trust for her executors, within three months ai^r her 
decease, to transfer four hundred pounds, in the names of the two oldest' 
jurats of the rcorporation of the town of Dovet ; and if either of them 
refuse to accept the same, then to the next jurat 6r jurats in seniority, 
U> remain ve&ted in the names of such jurats for the! tiaie being, and 
l^^ir succes^rs, for ever ; viz. in trust, tiiat the yearly dividends e^U 
be paid, fr<^ time to time, to the officiating minister, the cburciiiTai^- 
jdens, and. the overseers: of the poor of the parish of Saint Mary the 
Virgin, for the time being, ^nd thieur successors, for ever, to be by them 
laid out in supporting and repairing, from, time tx> time, as occasion 
may requite, the tomb, letters, pavendent, rails, and vault, in the 
church-yard, in which the remains of her late hysband. is deposited'; 
particularly, in painting the tomb-stone and rails cmcie in ei?ery two 
years ; and the overplus of such dividends shall, by .the said nunist^i 
churchwardens, and overseers, and their sutcessotfc, ht laid out in the 
purchase of coal^ and be distributed at their discretion yearly, and 
every year, . for ^ ever, equally between ten poor widow?, who shaU be 
parishioners of the said parish, and resident therein, and shall not re^ 
ceive alms from the samei and such distribution, ajs to the objects 
thereof, to be, from time to time, with the approbation of the said trus- 
tfses, and the survivot;^ of them. Provided always, and upofii this 
condition, that in case the tomb and letters. thereon, and the pave- 
meapt, rails, and vault, shall not be well and sufficiently suppoited and 
preserved in good condition, in all ijescpects, then, upon default of such 
reparation, it is directed, that the siaid bank annuities shall gp, and 
be transferred unto, the said trustees, .and the survivor of them^ to be 
by them applied with the residuum of her real an4 personal estate. 
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The followitig atchiQV|en;ieiiU Moi^ to the £iiiDily of James Gun- 
mai^ Esq, of Dover. .... •/:.;. 

, . G. Three chpvronels, braced in base yaij;^ i^nd a chief or, for 
Wivell; impaUng G, a d^mi lion, rampant argen);, within a bordore 
counter indented argent and sable^ for Deviake. Two othei: atchieve-« 
ments, with the same arms. ^ . . ,. 

,. ,^ ,For Elizabeth Wivell,, w^fe of captain; James Gunm^, Ist.and 
4thyert, an eagle, wil)i two iieads displayed, argen^ gorged .witk a 
ducal coronet, gules^. for Gunman; gules on a bend, engrailed be* 
tween.two cinquefoils pierced of the ^eld . or, three Jeopards face? 
vert, for Aldersey ; impaling quarterly 1st and 4th gules, thveG chey-^ 
rpnels, braced in base.vaire, and a chjef or, ibr Wivell; 2d .and 
Sd gules, a demi lion rampant argent^ with a hordure sab^e bezante, 
for Stokes. . ^ 

. For captain James Gunman,, quarterly 1st and, 4th vert,. an eagle 
with two heads displaycjd, argent, gprged "fit^xf^ d\tc^ cproujet, gules ; 
2d and 3d gules^ on a bej;id engrailed, argent,,, bjptween. two cinque^ 
foils pierced, of the field, or; thr^ Ipppa^rcJsjt.faQes yert, for^j^^/^er* 
sey* supporting an escutcheon of pretencie^ quarterly.; . l^t and 4tl^ 
gules, three chevronels, ^braced in base yaire, apid a. chief or, foi; 
Wivell ; 2!d and 3d gules, a demi lion ra^inp^t, argent, within abo^ 
dure sable bezant^, for Stokes. . .. . • , j ;, , /. m 

.For Christopher, Q unman, ^q. s^xcpats^; Jpjt. Yert, an. eagle 
with. two heads displayed, argent, gorged with ^ ^ucal coroi^et,. gule8» 
for Gunipaq. 2d. Gujes, op a bend epgi]3.iled ar^eiit, between two 
cinquefoils, pierced qf tl|e field. or, three leopards faces vert, for Ah 
(Jersey. Sd. Gules, three cheyrone|s braced in .base vaire, an4 a chief, 
for Wyvjell. .4th. Azure,, a beqd .or^ fij^.Sproope. 5th.. Gules,, a 
demi lion rampant argept,, , within a bord.afe,,^able bez^nlje,. for Stokes, 
6th, Vert, an e^gle with,t>vo heads displ^ec^ argent, with a ducal co» 
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ronety gules, for Gunman, snppOTting an escutcheon of pretence. 
Nine coats. 

1st. Argent, three mascles sable, on a chief of the 2d; as many 
licms rampant of the 1st, for Hanson. 2d. Sable, three tidked dagi 
gers argent, the points extending to the corners of the shield, the 
pommels and hitts or, <!onjoined on a chief gules ; a lion passant, be- 
tween two mancheis of the 3d, for Norton. 3d. Ermine, on afesse 
gules, three escalop shells or, for Ingram. 4th, Argent, on a pale 
azure, ^ demi pikers head proper, forGascoigne. 5th. Sable, on a 
fesse l>etween three saltiers or, as many fleur de lis, gules, for Smith. 
6th. Vert, six escalop shells, 3d, 2d, and 1st argent, for Holbechei 
7th. Argent, a fesse dancette gules, three leopards feces in chief 
sable, for Pultney. 8th. Azure, on a bend between six covered cups 
or, for Boteler: 9th. Argent, three mascles sable, on a chief of the 
2d, as many lions rampant of the 1st, for Hanson. 

For Essex Hanson, wife of Christopher Gunman, Esq. ' 

Quarterly, 1st and 4th vert, in eagle with two heaids displayed 
argent, gorged with A dtica) cbronet, gules, for Gunman. 2d. Gules, 
on a brtid engrailed argent, between two cinquefoils, pierced of the 
field' or; ihree leopards faces vert, for Aldersey. 3d. Gules, three 
ehevronels braced in 'base vaire; and* a chief or, for Wivell. 4th, 
Gules, a demi lion' Tampan t argent, within a bordure sable bezante, 
for Stokes ; supporting an escutcheon of pretence. Four coats. 

1st. Argent, three mascles sable, on a chief of the 2d, as many 
lions rampant of ihe 1st, for Haiison. 2d. Sable, three naked dag- 
gers argent, the points extending to the corners of the Shield, pom- 
mets and hilts or, conjoined in fesse on a chief gules, a lion passant 
between two manches of the third, for Norton. 3d. Ermine, on a 
fesse gules, three escalop shells or, for Ingram. 4th, Sable, on a 
fesse Wtween three saltiers or, as m&ny fleur de lis, gules, for Smith. 

i'oT Ann, daughter of Christopher Gunman, i^q. 
' ' Quarferly, l-st. Tttrt, ian eagle with two heads displayed argent, 
gorged with a ducal coronet, gules, for Gunman. 2d. Gules, three 
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cMyronels* braced in base vaire, and a chief or, for Wivell. Sd. 
Argent, three mascles sable, on a chief of the 2d, as many, lions ramy- 
pant of the 1st, for Hanson. 4th. Ennine, on a fesse gules, three 
escalop shells or, for Ingram. , 

Other different atchievements. 

Gules^ a lion rampant argent, crowned or, $fippressed by a ben4 
sable, a lion passant guardaqtor. , f > i . 

Or, 1^ fret aaure, for Eatop, inipaUn^ party per cheyroneUe ar- 
gent and sable^ three mulcts pierced and coyAt^rchft^ged^ ; , . 

Azure, a fesse dancette argent, between three escalop shells ^f 
the same, for King, impaliQ^ 9rg;eQt a jfess danc^tt^^^ for King« 

Quarterly 1st and 4th or, a fret azure, 2d apd 3d barry of sjf 
pieces, ermine and gules, for Eaton and Hussey; impaling .quar- 
terly 1st and 4th sable, a lion rampant .guardant or, between three 
escalop shells argent, a crescent for diffisrence; 2d and Sd gviles, a^ 
cross between four naked daggers erect ardent,, pommels and hilts or, 
a crescent for difference. ^ 

Second and third gules> a cross betweeq four swords erpct af^gent, 
Jiilted or, for Philpot. 

Gules, three chevronels, interlaced in base vaire, a chief or, for 
Wivell ; impaling gules, a demi lion or, within a bordure, counter in-« 
dented argent, and sable, for Devinke. 

Quarterly 1st and 4th azure,, a fesse ennine, three fleur d^ lis, in 
chief or, for Kenton. 2d. Or, on a canton gules, am eagle displayed 
of the field. 3d« Quarterly, 1st and 4th argent, on a bend sable, 
three bezantes ; 2d and 3d sable, three acrons or, impaling or, three 
roses gules. 

Argent, a chevron, between thre^ cross crosslets fitchee sable, 
within a bordure gules bezante, for Russel; Impaling argent a ohev^ 
ton sable, between three cranes proper. 



Digitized by 



Google 



128 HISTORY OF 

Or, on axanton gules, an eagle displayed of the field » impaling 
or, three roses gules. 

Or, on a canton gules, an eagle displayed of the field, impaling 
or, three cinquefoils gules, for Whembish. 

Sable, a fesse dancette or, between three crescents argent, for 
Rouse. 

Impaling argent, on a cross between two cross crosslets fitchee in 
chief, a fusile argent. 

Argent a chevron sable, for Broadley. 

Impaling or, ' a fesse dancette between six billets of the 2d, er- 
mine, for Perkins. ^ Crest, a pirie apple proper, stalked and leaved 

proper. , i. , , . . 

'Sable a girffiSn ^eg^ant or, on a canton of the 2d, a fleur de lis of 
the fibM ; imt^alitig gales^' a nakeid dagger bendways argent, pommel 
and.hilt 6f:' ' • " ^ • ^ 

* Sable, oil a (ihief argent, a demi lion rampant gules, for Braemes; , 
feapaling asfu're three whfeat fans or, for Septvins. ' ' 

Quarterly 1st and' 4th ot, erminois sable, for Minet ; 2d and 3d 
barry of six argent and gules. 

Per pale azure and gules, a cross m6line, and a chief or, a mullet 
for difierence, for lanson ; impaling gules, a chevron, between three 
"battle axes argent, staves or, for Bazely. * 

Gules three lions rampant, guardanf or, for Jones; ifnpaling 
a fesse fusilly between three griffins heads erased, colours unknown. 
»n -Argent a chevron sable, for Broadley ; impaling azure nine etoiles 
or, 3, 3; 2, and 1. 

Sable, on a fesse argent, three mascles of the field, between three 
cinquefoils argent, for Lamb. 

Azure a bend, between two cinquefoils argent, for Belchire. 

Impaling argent'a pithon regardant vert, in a chief, three seals, 
for Teal. » , ^ 

The same on a monument, for Farbrace and Teal. 
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Argent a chevron cotized ermines, between three martlets sable, 
for Rice; impaling argent, a tripled tower sable, for Samson. 

Party per chevron or, and sable, two eagles displayed in chief, 
and a fleur de Us in base, countercharged for Stringer ; impaling a fesse 
dancette or, between three crescents argent, for Rouse. 

Gules a lion rampant argent crowned or, depressed by a bend 
sable ; impaling sable a lion passant guardant or. 1688. 

Quarterly 1st and 4th argent, a lion passant regardant ermine, 
between two cinquefoils in chief vert, and an escalop shell in base gules; 
2d and 3d or, a griffin segreant sable, within a bordure gules, for 
Jeken. 

Sable, three greyhounds courrant, in pale argent, a collared or, 
for Elizabeth Mauleverer. 
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The Market Place. Scites of Saint Peter's and Saint Martin's churches. 
The right of the inhabitants 40 inter their dead in the old church^ 
yard. Churchill buried there. The old cross and town house. The 
ancient method of holding markets. The privilege confirmed by 
Charles the Second. The mayor^ andjuratSf have the inspection of 
weights and measures. Punishment of bakers. Prison. A county 
rate first demanded. Proceedings thereon. Alms-house. Saint Ni^ 
cholas churchy and ward. Gifts by wills. The parish church of 
Saint James. 

The quadrangle, in which Ihe weekly markets are held, on Wed- 
nesday and Saturday, was anciently bounded oo the north by Saint 
Peter's church ; on the south east, by a large mansion, called Tinker's- 
hall, and other buildings. The collegiate church of Saint Martin, with 
several edifices belonging to the canons, inclosed the other sides, and* 
a part of the ruins may still be seen above the houses. 

Saint Peter's church was probably built by the secular canons, 
on the ground which is now occupied by the Antwerp inn, and the 
adjoining houses ; but the historians have left us in ignorance, both 
of the size of the edifice, and stile of the architecture ; and the mu- 
tilating hand of man, by destroying the whole fabric, has eflectually 
prevented us from forming a coojectuie at what aera it was built. 
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A£iter the suppression of the priory^ it was valued in the king's 
books at three pounds sixteen shillings and ten pence ; and the certi- 
fied value, being no more than twwity-four pounds, it was discharged 
from paying first fruits, and tenths. 

This church was in a dilapidated state, A. D. 1583 ; yet a rector, 
by the name of John Grey, was presented to it in the year I6I6 ; but 
it is much to be dtoubted, if it was then used as a place of worship. 

It appears, by wills proved in the consistory office at Canter- 
bury, that several respectable families were anciently interred in this 
chiurck and the church-yard. 

Thomas Tooke, of Beer, was buried in the chancel of the Virgin 
Mary, A. D. 1474. 

William Palmer, neaf the image of Samt Nicholas, in the 
yettr 148^. 

William Warren, in the chapel, and near the image of the Vir- 
gin Mary. He gave twenty pounds towards repairing the lead on 
the roof. 

Richard Fincour, A. D. 1550, was buried before the image of 
Saint Mary Magdalen, and he left a legacy to Saint Rocque's light. 

Peter Mace, was interred near the chapel of i^aint Michael ; and 
Robert Vincent, in the chapel of Saint John the Baptist; and Charles 
Braems, merchant, near his father, A. D. 16II. 

Henry Ravel, of the parish of Saint Peter, was buried in the 
priory church ; and by his will, proved A. B. 15S4, he gave five marks 
to repair the roof of the north aisle, over the image of Saint Stephen, 
and for mending the window opposite to the image of Saint Tronyan. 
He ^ave a cow to Siaint Tronyan'i^ lights and another to- the Kght of 
Saint Trof^mus;. 

It appears that there were several chapels, and imiages^ ih l^r^ 
church, dedicated to Saintff,wiiose names are not very famiKar to us. 

Historians are entirely silent How tlrt^ heads belonging tb the di- 
fepidated churches, in this tbwn, Ifrst passiid into the bantfe of private 
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individuals; but it is said, that John Hewson, a merchant in Dover, 
about the year 16399 or some of his descendants, gave to the inhabi- 
tants of the parish of Saint Mary, the privilege of interring their dead, 
and likewise strangers, in the burying ground belonging to the colle- 
giate church ; but the right of herbage was reserved, and still conti- 
nues, private property. The lay proprietor claims a fee of five gui- 
neas for an altar tomb, and ten shillings and sixpence for putting up 
a head stone. 

The baptists have a burying ground, which was evidently parted 
off from the church yard, and let for a garden, after the reformati(»i. 

In the year 1593, John Toke sold it to John Lovedale, and it 
was described as being in Nankin's ward. 

Hie celebrated Charles Churchill was interred in this church- 
yard, A. H. 1764; and there is a small stone, at the head of his 
grave, with this inscription : 

'' Life to the last enjoyed 
"Here Churchill lies." 

Cahoioatc. 

There was anciently in the quadrangle a building called the cross, 
which, in an old plan, of the town, appears only as a shed, with the 
cross over it. There was afterwards a large room built, adjoining to it, 
for the guildhall ; supported will pillars, under which the inhabitants 
hold their market. This building has had a general repair since the 
first erection of it ; and the sides have been covered with mathemati- 
cal tiles ; and it has large Venetian windows, which give it a modem 
appearance ; but the grotesque figures, which are carved in the tim- 
bers that support the fabric, plainly point out the original stile of the 
architecture. 

By an ancient custom, observed within the liberties of the Cinque 
Ports, they were not to open the market before the rising, nor to con- 
tinuie it after the setting, ^ the sun. If they transgressed this law. 
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the buyer was to forfeit his bargain, and the seller the price of it, for 
the benefit of the town, where the offence was committed. 

Fishermen might sell their fish between the rising of the sun, and 
the ringing of the curfew bell. The privilege of holding a ma^rket on 
Wednesday and Saturday, weekly, at Dover, was confirmed to the 
town by Charles the Second; but when it was first practised may be 
doubtful. . 

The mayor and jurats claim the privilege of taking cognisance 
of the assize of bread, the measures of ale, and of all other weights 
and measures, and to mark them according to the statute, and to fine 
all those detected in selling by any weights, or measures, which are 
not considered legal. 

That they might the more easily detect the fraud of any baker, 
they were to fix a particular mark upon each of their loaves, under 
the penalty of forfeiting them, and paying a fine of one shilling and 
nine pence. One nioiety of which was to be paid to the bailiff for the 
King, and the other to the mayor, for the town, toward the discharg- 
ing an amercement. 

'The bailiff could not enter into any house, or secure place, be- 
longing to a freeman, either by day, or by night, without the assent 
of the magistrates, with the mayor, and his serjeant, and two men 
sworn to keep the peace ; they were therefore obliged to take the 
proper officers, whenever they proposed to enter into the house of a 
baker, to try the weight of his bread. 

If the mayor, and the bailiff on the part of the King, went with the 
proper officers, they might lawfully enter the baker's house, and take 
a loaf of each sort, and carry them to the conunon hall. The serjeant 
was then sent with his horn, to make proclamation at the usual places 
in the town, for the inhabitants, and the baker, to assemble at an hour 
appointed to weigh the bread. 



' See Cnstomls, 
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When they met at the court-hall, the baiM called six respectable 
persons, and charged them, by their allegianee to the King, tocteclara 
to him, the highest, the lowest, and the medium pnce of wheat since 
the last market day* 

The bread was weighed according to the medium price ; and if 
theve waB Miy found under weight, belonging to a freeman, it was for- 
feited, and he paid a fine of one shilling and nine pence. For the 
second ofience he paid double, and the loss of his bread. For the 
third time, he paid a treble fine. A baker, who was not free, wasi fined 
doable to a fi:^eeman. 

Every baker, detected of firaud more tliait three times in a year, 
was amerced, at the will of the bailiff; and if he refused to submit, his 
oven was rendered useless, and he was obliged to swear, that he would 
not follow his business any more for a year and a day. 

This ancient practice has Jong since givea place to modern sta- 
tutes ; and the fine for light weight is now levied by the mayor, or one 
of the magistrates. 

The shutting up the market at three of the clock in the afternoon, 
has been altered by a vote of the common connciL In the year 1801, 
it was decreed, that the butchers^ niight contiDue selling until nine of 
ihe clock in th^ evening, to acconunodate the labouring people. 

The Prison. 

The jailor's house, the prison, and the bridewell, are near the stair-* 
case leading to tke cottrt hall ; but the two latter are old and indifferent 
bmldings, and by no means adapted for reforming refractory persons, 
or keeping notorious aggressors of the law in safety. The ffelons apart- 
ments have been kept neater than mimy otiiers in exempt juriscHctions. 
The debtors room is over the felons, and more comfbrtabfe, but they 
have no opportunity of making their wants known to the public. 
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The Church of Saint NicholaB. 

This church stood in the ward of Saint Nicholas, in Bench-street, 
and the tower, and some part of the walls, which BouUe and his asso- 
ciates could not dispose of, are yet remaining. The old porch was 
standing in the year 1796, when it was taken down, to make room for 
a dwelling house. There is but little known of this church. Thomas 
Hextal, who represented the town in pariiament, A. D. 1471^ was bu«- 
tied ib the chancel. !lj his will, dated in I486, he grants his lands 
and tenements to his son Edward, on condition^ that he assigned oret 
to the churchwardens of the parish of Saint Nicholas, a croft of arable 
and pwtiire land, at Maxton. One moiety of the rent was to be gin^ 
to the minister, and the other to the repairs o£ the eborch. 

Robert Randolph was buried in this churchy in the year I486, 
befofe the akar of Saint John of Bridbngton« 

Edward Hextal was bomed in Our Lady's chapd,, A. D* 1518. 

John Btovm was interred, beiwe the great rocfe in this church, 
A. D. 15258. 

Robert Nethersole, one of the plunderers of the churches, had the 
lead on the roof; Bodle the church-yard ; and John Plane^ of Lon^ 
don, two tenements, and the land belonging to them in the town. 

It IS not known how long Boulle and Plane kept possession of 
tjnis building and premtaes; but it is ocrtaiuy that they parted with 
thcsn to diflSnsent piflrckascrs, and iM corporatMa had poSaessktt of the 
old tower, and a part of the groond, whidii tfaej aoid in the year 1739^ 
Uk Bob^ Pjallf carpenter, for one hundred and twenty-four pounds 
fiAem shillings. 

The tower, which is still standing, was andentfy called Manhes^ 
bw Prisoft tow€fr ; for having been used to confine Fnmcbmeoy m the 
time of wat befweea^ the two nations^ 
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The Parish Church of Saint James. 

This is an ancient edifice, but when, or by whom it was builtj 
historians are silent ; and there has been so many alterations and im- 
provements made in it, within the last century, that there is no judg^ 
ing by the windows, or any of the interior parts, whether it was erected 
by Saxon or Norman masons. 

It is a. small rectory, in the gift of the archbishop ; and it stands 
in the King s books, among the small livings, at the yearly value of 
four pounds seventeen shillings and sixrpence. 

Archbishop Tenison augmented this rectory with a gift of two 
hundred pounds ; and he confirmed it by his will, on condition, that 
the governors of Queen Anne's bounty augmented it with the like 
sum, which they did. 

The late worthy rector, the Rev. Thomas Toumay, caused great 
improvements to be made in this church. He had two hundred 
pounds, left by archbishop Seeker, for repairing vicarage houses, to 
which he added fifty pounds ; and, with a subscription from the inha- 
bitants, he built a good substantial house, for himself aiid his succes- 
sors, upon the scite of the rector's cottage, which, by the masonry, 
appeared to be of the age of Ehzabeth. 

In a chancel, in this church, the Warden of the Cinque Ports 
used to hold a court of chancery and admiralty, every three weeks, 
and the court of loadmanage ; which are still opened there, and ad- 
journed to the Antwerp inn for business* 

Several of the Lieutenant Governors of Dover Castle had pews 
in this church, and their arms were carved on the doors of their pews ; 
but these have given place to improvements. * *J 

John Claringbould, by his will, proved A. D. 1485, was buried 
in the choir of this church, before the image of Saint James, And 
near the altar of Saint Nicholas. 
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£li2:abedi, the widow of John Wadde, was buried in the choir, ib 
the<year 158S ; and she gave by will half a sheet to the high altar, and 
a kercher to cover the chalice ; also, her best coverlet, to be laid before 
the altar for poor child-wyfys ; and a table cloth of drap, to make two 
towels, one for Saint James, and the other for the cross. 

John Broke, the elder, was buried iii this church ; and, by his 
will^ in 1589, he ordered, that certain of his landi should be sold, and 
forty potfnds given for a complete suit of vestments, to h&ve Uie prayers 
of the priests for ever. 

William Wardj jurat, was buried in the east comer of the Saikii^ 
'chapel, in 1623. 

Charities. ^ 

. Thomas Bean, jurat, gave by wiU^ in 17O69 to the corporation in 
trust, two hundred and seventy-two pounds. With the interest arising 
from this sum, th^ were to k^ the tomb, rails, and insoription, in 
memory of James Byron and Qement Buck, in aeoeniary repair ; and 
tlie remainder they were to give yearly to the minister and church* 
wardens, who were to dispose of it in bread to the poor^ oa the first 
Stmdays in January, February, aofd March, for even 

Thomas Dawkes,. shipwright, by his ^vill, proved in 1705, gave 
fifty pounds, in trust to the mayor and jurats, to be constantly kept at 
.interest, to purcbaae bread, to b6 given to the poor. 

Population. 

By the retimis made by the overseers, in pursuance to tfie statute 
of the forty-first of G6brge tlie Tinrd, there were in this parish 855 
inhabited houses, and 14 untenanted; 336 fahiilies; 3G1[ males, and 
760 fciAales, and SS registered seamen. Tbtal/ 1360 persons: • 

By the last return', in tWe fifty-first year of Ms present Majesty's 
reign, tlie officers made 372 inhabitsed 'houses; 364 ihhiilies; ^ houses 

T 
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foui]fiUt)g; 7 hobses dmnkabited ; 3 families emi^oyed iki 4igrlti|Iture ; 
79 femilJas employed in trader MndicrafU &«• : S^l <^hc![ ^milies, ot}t 
jm4)16>«da:tfaie.f«*iQgotDg'Clbs8eb; iiiale», 69^.; lemflks, 84?.. Total, 

Armorial Bearings. . \ . 

Argent, on a saltier azufD^ a ^beeante in the "fceated, far, Yw^. 

Salple, a lion rampant ^guardant otr, betweea three elca^i shells 
azure/for Gibbon ; impaling argent, on a saltier ;^asi»^^ a b^wn^i^ tiie 
cjettter, for York., 

Party per chevron, embattled or and azm«, thriae ftiaTlJett; dcbe 
counter-changed, for Hodgson. 

Vaire, a chevron argent, for ^iFelly ; impaling a chevron engrailed 
betwete three eioaldp ^siKella, a^kd^aswany es^es: heads idispht^ned, for 
aichards, . ; •/'.-.. ' : .» 

firmmev 'oh »a ohief, a ijgiiflfai'piuRutnl^ for Cook; impaling on a 
icafitoA ttfna^s head ^msed, icir (Mhmsli/ 

AEiire, a ^^hcnrron, Ibetl^een three buokfs heads, attired or, a cree^ 
iceilt for ^iffeKnce, fer Buck. 

Argent, on a chief indented gides, throe cresses pattte of the fields 
for Fei^eNal; hn|^ihg goles^ a Vei^te. between three garbs, within a 
liofduiieihipeiled, forK^p. 

Gules, a fesstaetween three garbs, with a boiduire ^grailed ; tah- 
paling argent, on a chief indented gules, three crosses pattee of the field, 
for Percival. 

Or^ oq a Cfmton gules, an eagle displayed of the first, for Jpcob ; 
mipaliog a coat, charged with three lions rampant 

Gules^ a chevron ei^gn^led or, between tiiree ■ heads erBsed^ 
for Skyner ; impaiing two ooats ; .the first^gulcs, a chevron or, between 
three • heads erased ; the second vart, an oak tree, finuted or, 
charged with a bird m chiefi apd two m base. 
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Argent, oa a chevrou sable, three etoils, between as many mart- 
lets of the second, for Matson, 

Party per fesse, three blackmoors heads for CoUard; impaling 
sable, a chevron between three castles, triple towCTed, argent. 

Azure, a saltier between twp ^pl^yFS ot» ^^d as many boars pas- 
sant argent, ih pale, for Mitchell i impaling, quarterly, 1st and 4th, a 
fesse between three mascles argent ; 2d and 3d, azure, a cross moline 
argent. 

Or, a bend gules, ^ft j ffliiff iadiiatid rrrt three bezantes, for 
Latham ; impaling sable, a chevron between three herons argent, fot 
Henshaw. 

Cheque, on a fesse gules, three l^pai;d^ heads erased, for Jones. 

Argent, on a bend azufe,^fiVe Selflr oe Us, for Byron. 

. In several of ^t)ip^9r^^9f^^ cyats tlj^iCQlpim^a^^n^^^ 
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The JlmS'hause. 

The first alms-house at Dover, was situated in the ward of Saint 
Nicholas, and adjoining to the church of the same name ; and, ac* 
cording to tradition, it was given by some charitable person, prior to 
there being any assessment for the relief of the poor^ for the reception 
of such persons as might be destitute of a lodging. 

As early as the year 1532, the mayor, jurats, and comnidtialty 
of the town of Dover, agreed with Oliver Lygo, to exchange the alms- 
house in Bench-street, for a house in Saint George's ward. These 
premises were either very much out of repair, or they were suiFered to 
go to decay ; for Robert Justice, in his will, proved in the year 1552^ 
gave to those who would undertake to re-build this house, six shillings 
and eight-pence, towards the expence. As this work was not under* 
taken until the year 16II, it is very probable the legacy was lost. 

This house had the appearance of an hospital, within the memory 
of many living ; for there were a row of beds fitted up on the side of 
a large room, ready to receive the distressed petitioners ; but the house 
is now converted into a private dwelling, and the beds are par-^ 
titioned off in the large room* 
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Die mayor, fof the time being, is caUed the master of the alms- 
house, and two of the common council are wardens and treasurers. 
These officers have the management during the year. 

The early accounts of this charity are not in being ; and it is^ 
therefore, difficult to ascertain for what particular charitable purposes 
it was intended. As the foundation dates its origin prior to any as* 
sessment being made for the relief of the poor, it might possibly, at 
that time, have been im^ded for the^general relief of paupers; but 
the present received opinion is, that.)); was founded for the purpose 
of adnoinistiering temporary aid to distieteed spldins and sailors, and 
their wives, in passing through this towki; 

In consequence of the intentions of the charitable donor not 
being particularly understood, some unpleasant disputed have hereto* 
fore arisen, between the governors of this charity, and the visitor and 
guardians of the poor of the parish of Saint Mary the Virgin, respect- 
ing what kind of persons were tlie proper objects of it ; the latter 
conceiving, that they were frequently burdened with much casual 
poor, which ought to have been provided for by the fund arising fronit 
this charity. . 

At the.tiiAe asn : inquiry was made into the cKstribution of the 
diff^rebt charities, it was^ ordered in vestry, that the visitor and guar<* 
dians of the poor, should apply to the mayor and his brethren, for 
permission to inspect the accounts of the application of the receipts 
belonging to the alms*house ; but the order, for various reasons, was 
not put in execution until the year 1802^ when the following petition 
was addressed to the governors. 
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^^..^^ To.^U v.9rilitpful the in»iypf;of4h<f |»wf» iffd {ffc^ of l^p(,< aft^ger of 
the .aW-bou^ : to the jur^ts^ theiyrardeas of the.sajme ^ tp ihe^^nibedaia,f»i4* 
treasurer; and to.tfae. othec jurats, aud the comuion ,co|incil, -of .the sud tpwii 
and por^. . , . •. . ..' • i 

^ , .;,. . , t . Saint, Jkfarj/tlm Virf^fh^inihf>tpwnfiSPovef..,\ ^ ♦,.; ^ , , 

:; I '^Thit yiui" pttftiotiers, ' iii corigeqiiencc of'^ -ihany dfeputcs Whic^^ 
ftcmillM^ to> tiih^ lh&V^> ttruen; lietlfv^ the tniigt^ldb^ bf iSifs tbwti tfnfl' yotir 
^BtMicMts^felitiw to «ke prbvidittg^'<fcR» AbtMtsed loMiim dbdfAiiiWra, Uld!tileiir 
wives^ who^ in passing through Jthbl tenM^. 3iaM. ipjflM fcf .Tcli^^ 
yaiPfsh,^£i$l|^r:M^ji7y'fa^ fire|)u'<|ntl7.be^>lvrdeM4 %ith«p^H[0«»> wliiohiyour 
p^titiapf^,hafn}i/jf<;^C€^¥^,..oiigtit .to ^ve.be^.jpra(videdjf9r bj ibQ-gOfrern(»#[ 
W the dir^c^piTf pf Ihe.^gi^-bpufei,. ^i^t of the, fund^ ^^rjsing J^pm the reotg of 
the lands and teoeinepts^ beloBgin^ tp the said charitj : the parishioners of the 
parisb of Saint Mary. foein&: desirous of preventing sucli ^disputes in future, 
have judged it ne9essary to direct yoor petitiopers^ in and 'by an prder of yesfry, 
iaifed tSid iWdiy dfr August; 1^^^ tP 'i)6<iti^ftfe goWrhors of the said cha- 
iWy/for>efftK^srteh^6tnsp6fct'theh<^ brlbAdks, ^icSi^doAtkWtlife accounts of 
the receipts and disbursements of the sums by them^ from time to iivAB, ^ttoAs^, 
laid okit rvfettMlpM^'; iaud th^ pimdfiotiet% iiidii|ig!thitt«lfeir>tfaid order bath 
i^X bee^ patitvieKecBtfod^ Aey^.Bfgam, n ^mA hy/utnutA^ qit^rtatUf^dgtak^Om. 
8jth: dajof Af lil felttpamsedi ^W^\«^ yow fe^ilwn^ t^.^VVh^ ff^ ^^ aifcwwd 
ipformatioo. ^ life ^4^. tbeff^fi, iJi pfirsiiaiiM. ^ oii« m^ructiiA^, u^ t^l^alf of; 
^e' inhabitants of the j)jarbh of Saipt .Mary^. bum]iily.i;eque^t^^ io\ 

inspect the said bpok^ or bpoks^. at such time and place^ as. you may be pleased, 
to judge- most convenient to yoiifselVes^ or to any persoa whom you ipay be 
pleased to appoint to exhibit the said accounts^' \o enarble your petitioners io 
make a report to the inhabitants of the said parish^ agreeably to their instruc- 
tions ; or inattention to their order may be imputed to your petitioners^ which 
they wish to avoid." 

This petition was not noticed by the governors during several 
months^ in consequence of a common assembly not having been held 
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ii!om June, IfiQd^ until January, 1803 1 and the vigUmf aY>d goafdlAnft 
lof diefxior, faeii^iMtlMrtrtiii^igiicmmtiOf 1^ thek^tileiio^ 

renewed their application, under another order of vestry , fdribsp^df- 
fng the acocmitti^; The gotemdrs for 80Me tioie^ ^as^sted ^ thift^ < a{iplica- 
HoBir mober an opinkni, ^ that it i»di not 'been maie ' to them in ' m Mi^ 
i|K9Dkfill a maimer tfs tbek^ thiem «o 4»fM0t>; %uti 

after muchaltereailion, an oroler vat' made Hby the ootbmoii«attedibly 
to^^nt the flobjdct of the |>etiliioa. - . ' . 

, Thfe farbu^ 4^e Matter to a oonelution. The $x^doiunt9^Braf€ in^ 
spected, and the ancient and present -statefiof the aneoMe 6^ tbef dif^ 
iferent chaiities^ and the otber partieulaan whidk Wreithe^^bjectsof 
llie ifit}iiif|y^'werk«okarlyia«cetfta3i^ • 

1^ earliest .lecoids 'of 4^ei6ceipt6ra«ididi»buarseinent& ctf this cha-- 
ritable institution, begin m this yekr iQag^i '!tml there Is a l^dMg* chasm 
of one bandred land sewn 'y^an, from 'tiie iappM>priii1:ion of <the *a1ms- 
house for the reception of distressed 'perMms, to the ^bejginniog of tlie 
existing accounts. 

Wiiether the first records of this charity have' perished bytifne« 
or by any tof:her imeaacf, 0betr 1o$s ^mti^ liivie fni#tmt^d .etery endea- 
vour to gain dnfoTHiation^ #el|itivelK>'^e'aiident'distribution';' if the 
existing aoebunts ^bad «ait cotttaiMd isMfficieiit ibtemtfl evidence M 
establish the original designs of the pious donors; i ^ 

In a<tei«ier4[>fitheiland6, taken iiii)£999 ^^ea^Lirke Pepper was 
mayor, and master of the akbs^hMise^^abd ValeiytineTatnelU^and Wil* 
liam Richards, wardens, tftiere is mentibn ^made of the occnpiere ^f 
the lands dt that time, the parishes >in wbi^ they are' situated, the 
number-of acres, and the rents^paid. - \ 

Thomas Broom, by an indenture of lease, held twelve acres of 
arable land belonging to the almfr-boase, in the:parish of IHougham; 
at the yeaiiy rent of twelve pounds. 

John Westhrope had the assignmart of a lease of a piece ^ landi 
near Cow-gafee, containing, by estimation, half an aore, at the yearly 



Digitized by 



Google 



,144 HISTORY OF 

nut oi thirty shillings, putchaaed of Mr. Midge^ and devsaied to George 
.Bing, jurat. On one part of this laiid» certoin manages or cottages 
.were built. 

John White paid an. annuity of twenty shillings, for a messuage, 
garden, and orchard, situated in. Biggin-street, .and by him purchased 
of Ale&ander and William Deeds; fwmerly the property of Thomas 
^drewH, gentleman, and by him girai to the alms*bou$e. 

Thomas Brounger, senior, and the assigns to Thomas Brou^ger, 
d^eaved, held by lease two tenements, belonging to the alms4iouse, at 
Ibfe yearly . F€»t of twelve-pence. . 

Margaret Marsh, widow, was a tenant at will, of one piece or 
parcel of ground, heretofore beloi^ng to Mr. Child, lying jiear to Mr. 
James Huggesson's garden 'pales, wall, and meadow, in the parish of 
Saint James, at the yearly rent of twenty shillingSi 

John Randal held a piece of meadow land, at Paulas-comer, at 
the yearly rent of five pound3 ten ^shillings. . . 

By a memorandum in the accounts, dated in the year 1572, it ap- 
pears, that Mr. Stokes paid into the hands of the master of the alms- 
house, twenty pounds ; but the money was not to be incorpomted with 
the fund of the charity ; but the principal, and the interest were to be 
reserved, for the relief of sucb parsons as mig^t, in any future time, be 
visited with the plagua . . . s. : 

This sum was given Joy diiSfereat persons in the towio, and it was 
hud out in the purcha^iog of land at. Tilmanstone; which is now in- 
chided in the lands bdonging. to th&a]ins*h<lmse. 

^ThcHnas Bripe^ in tlie year 16779 left to the master and wardens, a 
piece of land, which rented at twelve shillings by tlie year, for the re- 
lief of those whp might be afflicted with the plague. If this cliarity was 
e^er united with the preceding ones,^ .it. has escaped notice. 

The only mention^e saw of this gift, was in the accounts, where 
it appeared, that in the same year of tlie donation, there was a charge 
of j^venty shillings, for making, a conveyance, from him to the njaster 
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and wardens, which is clear proof that the land was given^ but why 
his name did not appear in the terrier is now unknown. 

In the year 1685, there were two cottages, near Cow*gate, which 
had been suffered to go to decay, and the materials were sold. 

Mr. Buck, mayor, and die wardens of the alms-house, in 1693, 
sold the lands to Monins and Kennett, for three pounds. These were 
the tenaxients held by firounger. 

In the year l607f the corporation borrowed of the alms-house 
fund fifty pounds, and mortgaged the town-house for the security of 
the money. They paid interest at ihe rate of five pounds for an hun- 
dred ; and, in 1755, it was reduced to four pounds. 

In the year 1758, they borrowed one hundred pounds more; and 
they still appear to be indebted to the charity for the above sums, and 
for which they have regularly charged themselves with the interest im 
passing the accounts^ 

The state of th^ charity at Michaelmas, 1812, the number of 
fields, the quantity of land, where situated, the tents, and other par* 
ticujars, are as follow : 



Parishes. Acres. 


Tenants. 


Rents. 


At Tilmanstone, 3 fields, 110 7 


Rev. C. Baker, j? 10 


& 


Hougham, 3 ditto, 7 31 


Thomas Pepper, 


2fl 10 





1 ditto, , 117 


Thomas Rutley, 


5 3 





Charlton Bottom, 1 ditto, 5 1 37 


Wiltiam Collins, 


21 


Of 


Paul's Comer, . 1 ditto, 2 13 


J. Shipdem, & others, 51 1 





Upwall, 1 ditto, 3 21 


Thomas Gorety,. 


12 


a 


Saint James's, a piece of land. 


Thomas GUIbee; 


15 





A cellar, near the alms-house. 


Parker Smithett, 


3 





Annuity on a house in Biggin Street, 


Ex. of K. Collins, 


I 





Four tenements, in the occupation of 


Hopper, and others. 


4 





The annual interest received of the chamberlain on j?150. 


6 





The annual interest arising from ^900, in 


the 5 per cent, stock. 


40 10 





«- 


£ 174 18 


~o' 
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From this statement it appears, that the alms-house has now an 
annual inconie of upwards of one hundred and seventy pounds ; and 
that this sum has been iunded, instead of being applied to charitable 
purposes.. 

It further appears, that for tlie first fifty years, from the year 
l639> the objects which had been relieved were of every description. 
They were not only soldiers and sailors, and their wives, but foreigners 
of various nations ; persons w ho had been taken prisoners, sick men 
and women, and their children ; cripples ; boys, with their hands pe- 
rished with the frost; melancholy persons, and persons with the* 
small pox ; and when it was judged imprudent to take them into the 
house, they were provided for as out pensioners. If they died, they 
were Imried at the expence of the fimd ; and those who were fit to 
proceed on their journey, and did not like to quit the town, were sent 
as far as Buckland. These early accounts seem to point out the ob- 
jects for whom these charities were intended, and to whom they were 
given for many years ; and they also shew» what kind of persons ought 
now to obtain relief from the fund. 

When houses of tliis description were first adopted for the recep- 
tion of distressed objects, parochial assessments for their relief were 
unknown ; and, after the suppression of the religious houses, without 
some asylum for the reception of paupers, they must have perished, 
when sick and infirm, and exposed to the inclemency of the seasons. 

It is certainly very probable, that these charitable donations were 
originally applied to assist parochial, as well as other poor, when the 
flmd would admit of it, and that the funding system was not intro- 
duced, until after rates for the relief of the poor were established by 
law. When statutes were passed, to prevent paupers from leaving 
their parishes, soldiers, sailors, and persons who had been taken pri- 
soners, were the only poor who wandered about the country, and 
they were sent by passes to their different homes. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAP. IX^ 



The part of the town called the Pier. The land vested in commissioners. 
The play-house. The custom-house. Historical proceedings inform;^ 
ing a harbour. 

The part of the town called the Pier, has all been built uAoe the 
reign of Henry the Eighth, upon the waste left by the sei» ; which is 
now vested in the commissioners. The houses at the foot of the hight 
and almost perpendicular cliff, afe considered by strangers in a perilous 
situation : but use has famiUari^ed it to the inhabitants ; Wkd ekpevienoe 
has taught them, that there is not much danger to be apptebocKtod by 
the &lling of the chalk above tbem. The g^peat increase <^ heusiesi in 
the pier, between the reigns of Hei^y the Eiglith and Chdrles ikb 
First, engaged the attention of the Rev. Henry Hennington, yiettr <^ 
Hougham ; and he filed a bill in the exchet^piier affainst seveiral persons, 
for the pay naent pf tithes and offeriu^, . aft pacishi<Hi^3 of the ftaid 
parish. Hj9 QCHPaidered all the waste tak^a from .tbe se^ as m exten^- 
sion of his c^trict, as the bounds of tbeir perambulatioo werd near the 
fopt of the cliff. The inhabitants of the parishof Saint Mary answered 
the bill, m l634f and the suit was determined lA their fiivor about the 
year 1638- 
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Tliere are no buildings in this part of the town, to arrest the atten* 
tion either of the antiquary or the architect 

In the year 1790, an edifice was erected, by subscription, in Snar* 
gat&-street,.for an assembly room, and a play-house; and it is found 
sufficiently large to answer bqt^ p^rpf^fie^- 

A new custom-house was erected in the year 1806 ; as the houses 
erected by Arnold Braems, about the year 1662, and used by the 
officers of the customs, were in a very ruinous state. The old house 
was originally in two dwcHiugs, •which'WCTe occupied by Braems, and 
his son Walter, who were then the principal merchants in the town. 
They had a grant of the beach, on the opposite side of the bason, on 
which they erected a square pile of buildings for store-houses. They 
were then in the expectation of Dover being made a free port* 

If the average sum of the duties collected by the customs at this 
port, from the year 1788, to 1793, both inclusive, did not amount to 
more than ^14,269 each year, the salaries of the officers, and other 
deductions, were nearly on^ third of the whole 9um collected. 

The large demand upon the duties of this port, arises from their 
employing so many officers^ of different denominations, both on the 
kmd and the water, to check the contraband trade, on the coast. 
Wheti it is considered how mahy piersons are employed under the col* 
lector,' Mid the.fsrifling sums some of them receive, it raby be doubted, 
whether the pay be sufficient to eatcite their vigilance, or ta preserve 
thcdr integrity,' if a temptation should be offered them to remain 
inaotive. •':!.• 

Though the ancient inhabitants of the Cinque Ports derived all 
tWtr consequence, by being ^expert fishermen and mariners, and the 
fishery, if well followed, \^uld prove a constant source of employ-: 
ment and wealth ; yet therq was not a vessel fitted out at Dover fof 
the herring season, for several years ; and the towta, in the time of 
peace, depended upon the J^'ronchmen^ who frequently brought their 

fish for sale- 
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About the year 1790, a feeble attempt was made to reviw the 
fishtiy at this tomt ; but vessels still come fipom= the westward, during 
tftte summer," to snapply the market with fish. 

The Harbour. 

Many strange ami inconsistent febles have been advanced, con- 
cerning the original situation and entrance into the harbour at thi» 
place, and upon no better authority, than a short extract from an an* 
eient manuscript, said to have been preserved at Sandwich, which 
mentioned, that Arviragus, a British King, stopped up the passage, to 
prevent the Romans sailing into it with their fleet. This tale is of too 
doubtful authority to think of controverting it;; for it will beneces- 
saty to shew, that there was such a person who reigned here, and a 
cot€?roporary with Augustus Caesar. 

The bank, attributed to the labour of the Britons, was certainly 
cast up by the sea, as it was composed of sand and pebbles ; and the 
Romans erected some of their first buildings upon it, at this place, 
and a part of the ruins have remained to our own time. Tlie edifices 
built Hl>y the Romans, ' might tend to hasten the accumiulation of the 
advenf itiOus matter bPOught in by the sea ; for the stream of fresh 
water, flowing from its sources to the shore, was reduced to a narrow^ 
current, at an early part of our history. 

There are no records remaining to point out the time, whea the 
depth of the stream was so mu<:h diminished, as not to admit vessels 
into the valley ; but it is certain that, as early as Edward the Con-^ 
fe^or, the mariners were obliged to seek ^Iter for their boats ob the 
eastern side of the bay, and they continued to use that place as a 
harbour, for many years; for when William the First fortified the 
town with a wall and towers, tlie harbour wasat the foot of the hill,* 
near the wine vaults, where the-low-grouiid still appears, and was used 
for many years as a farm y^d^ a garden, and for other purposes. 
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Between the cliff, and the towa ifai],. tii^re was a considerable 
plot of ground, whidi was used by the nalari^ers, to, draw up their vei^ 
sels in tempestuous weath^, beyond the surgfe of the sea ; and them 
were three gates in the wall, at a sniall distance from each othec, 
which led from the town to the harbour. 

In a course of time the mariners were obliged to build a work, to 
break the force of the waves ; for it is recordedt that a moiety of the 
fines iniposed on the loadsmen, for the disobedience of orders, was to 
\ be applied in repairing the oldwyke of the harbour ; while the vessels 
were of jmall tonnage, the mariners could easily draw: them upon th^ 
strand with capstans. 

The ground bet^reen the wall and tlie cliff, at this place, was built 
on soon after the stopping up of the harbour ; but the cause which 
produced thb effect, has not been transmitted down to us, by any 
historian ; yet there is sufficient proof, to the eastward of the town, to 
shew, that the falling of the cliff will stop the pebblesi and produce a 
considerable change in the bay- 
It is now known, that such &Us sometimes extend several rods 
into the sea, and check the force of the current on the shore^ and 
banks are formed on the south west side. Such a cause was suf- 
fici^t to choak up the entrance to the harbour, at the foot of the cliffy 
near the wine vaults. 

Prior to the year 1500, the mviners were obliged to look out a 
new place to moor their vessels, and the only <me tliey could find, in 
the vieinity of the town» was near a projecting point of land, odithe 
opposite side of the bay. 

John Clark, the master of the Maison Dieu, is the first upon re- 
qopd^ who attempted, with the assistance of Henry the Seventh, and 
the; nftariners, to raise a bank, with chalk and earth,, on the south west 
vde of the bay, to break the waves, and check the velocity of the 
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cwrrent on the shore. At that time, the sea floired up to the foot of 
the cliff, and near to the town wall. 

The ban|c raised by Clark seemed to ans^rer ^eir expectation ; 
and they bailt a ioand tower upon it, to break tite force of the south 
west^ardly winds, and they fixed irot fooHs, and tings in it* for moor^ 
lag thmr Tesseb ; and.Uie mariners, finding themselves secure in tem<> 
pestuous weather, they named their harbour Paradise. The bUnk^ 
which w«s begun by Clark, was continued further Into the seaj and 
another round tower was built, ndar the end of it ; fibr there are two 
such buildings shewn in the painting in Wiodsdr' easily, representing 
tiie embarkation of Henry th^ Eigfathv at Dofief, whfen he sailed lo 
Cahiis, in 1520, to have an intervieit with ^ French King, between 
Guiues and Ardes. 

In the short space of ten years after the visit 6( iStse King, at tiixs 
place, the sea had washed down one of the towers ; and it had almost 
carried away the baiik, and nearly ruined the harbour, which greatly 
dbtressed the mariners. Sir John Thompson, derk^ and master of the 
Maison Dieu, observing the great advantage that Clark's harbour had 
been to the inhabitants, though formed on a contracited scale^ drew 
a sketch for a more extensive and substmitial work. His plan was 
highly -siiproved of by the 'mariners ; but the meahs were wantmg to 
put it in estotttion. 

As a harbour, at IXyver, appeared to Tho«iq»son k national advan- 
tage, he. advised them to represent to &e King the bad state of the! 
pier, and thikt the ruin of the town would fdlgw, if the harbour should 
be loet. This proposal meeting with tiie genetal approbiition of the 
mariners, they requested -him to describe their situation, and their 
gloomy prospect, in a memorial to the King, and they uhaiiiniously 
aj^pointed him to preset it ; and they collected four pounds ten shil- 
lii^ to pay his traveling expences to wkl from London. 

The King was satisfied of the necessity of having a harbour at 
Dover; and he knew that it had been much firequented by his pre- 
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li^s^c^^rs;. Kings of Eoglaad, when business tailed. tfiem:to the con* 
tinent, and he received Thompson.very graciously. 

It wa^ a pait of the King's prer6g|ative to appdut ports, and ha- 
jTeosy for the exportation, and the importatioa of goods, and merohoa- 
disse ; and to ^x the place where pilgrims, and tteyellers should embarici 
ifh^ going out of the kingdom ; and' where -thej should landoa their 
return. i ■ 

M ^^^S ^ ^ xdgjn of Henry the Thirds the priceof a passage to 
iFs^ncoi from Bdven was regulated by statute. The preamble to the 
%Hti.^y9^ "Hiat heretofore a horseman was carried ovel- the sea for two 
fiki^ng^ Md' a; footnali.far six-p^rice; but the 'keepers had taken 
Biore^ to the great dlunage of the people; it was therdbre enacted) 
that they should not charge more than they were Aviont in old timei 
The Constable o£ Dpvev Castle was to make this knoT^^n in his bailiwick* 
,. The ensbftrking, and the landing .of pilgrims, and travellers on 
tbeit journey^ were confined by statute to this port; and the act, wliicb 
passed in the reigd of Edward the Fourth/ recites one which passed in 
the: reign of Edward the Third, bnd another in the reign of Richard 
the 3ecopd9 on this subject , . . ^ 

It was ebaqted, for the comfort and relief of .the town of Dover^ 
one of the Cincj^e Ports, in the cpunty of Kent, that no merchant, pil- 
grim, traveller, horse, or any beast, should be permitted to haFe>pb8« 
s^ge, at any other port, or plaice, within the county of Kent, to (klais; 
or jto land at a^y other port, excepting Dovw. 

This law was not very rigidly obsenired ; for the inhabitants conn 
pl^ined^ tiiat they both aoabarked, and laaded at other 4K)rt$, .in the 
county of Kpnt, to their, great impoverishment^ and the desolotioh of 
the. town, and castle, and the adjoining. parts of the cgunty, ; ^ 

As the preservation of the town, and the dispatch of public busi- 
ness, seemed to depend on the Jb^ving a harbotnr, the King advanced 
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five hundred pounds/ to begin the work on Thomfisoii's filan ; And h^ 
imd snch confidence in his skill, that lie appointed him his chief en» 
gineer; and added Edward May^ Robert Justice, John Steward, ^d 
Bichard Couchie, hss assistants^ These were considered as e&peri* 
-enced mariners* < 

Thompson begantthis important work on Saint Ann^'s-dayt 1869$ 
at, or I near the place which was fixed on by Clark. 

Thompson proposed to make a head in the dea, of oiie hundred 
and thirty rods in length, with two parallel rows of piles, eachS^^feel 
high ; which he intended to drive into holes, cut in the solid rock,*aiid 
to &sten them together with large bolts, and bandft of iron. In an 
old plan of the town, which hss macheduB, theife is an exat« reprew 
mentation of the harbour, which was begun by Thompson^ but no( 
finished until the reign of Eiiisabeth/' 

Thompson seemed perfectly acquaiiited^ith the'streng^ of thd 
didments he had to' contend with ; for he placed at the bottom, be* 
tween^the piles, large sand stones, brought fmm Folhstone, and upon 
them blocks o( chalk, firom Hae Cliff, and the Castle Bay, and over 
them earth, and pebbles. 

The carriage of materials was found very expensive ; and a poor 
fisherman, named Young, thought that much labour and money might 
be. saved, if a method could be contrived, to convey the stones by 
water to their wotk. Young was ignormit of the difference between 
the specific gravity of bodies, and the advantages to be' derived from 
it; but, like a philosopher, he undertook to try, by experiment, -what 
art could efiect, in making the sea useful to them. Many may now 
smile at the* simplicity of YouDg% plan fi>r gaining information, when 
tliey aneinfi>rmedy that his first attempt was to try, what weight of 
stone cmiM. be .buoyed up in* salt water, in tile half of avwalnut shell. 
This is viewing the mechanic arts in their infancy, in an untaught 
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falwPT«^w } aiul if ali ienQTvtledge could be traced, like thU, to its first 
<Otfrcfs» it would be found* thnt from trifliDg hints, discoveries of great 
ini|»O9ta0ce baito he^ made, to save time and labour. 

JhQ fint etperiment having answered, he iDa<^ his next upott 
rather a larger scale, to try if he could float a proportionable quantity 
m-9Sk cm ^bell* aiMl tlwo in a small boat. From the result of these ex- 
periments he concluded, that if empty casks were chained to iarga 
^Iffl^i $.% \&^ water* they might, with a flowing tide, and a little ex> 
f9tt^ b9 dQ»lM to the pier, and sunk in the place where they were 



J!hsi KiPg feW9^dad Young ibr hia ingenuity, with a pension of 
fiNilE^<fl^M^ a ^ for life ; and from which it may be doubted, wbetha* 
)i9.)c90>ir moeh more thftn Young of this branch of knowledge himself. 
They next buih a vessd, with nine keels, called a Gabboth, to bring 
^ge blocks of sloae to tb^r work. 

Tkfnojpam had 40 further object in view, whm he entered on this 
Wf^PVS undertaking, than tso CBiry out a head, of sufficieat length into 
tbescSt to.ebexck %\>» Telocity of the current near the shore, and to make 
smooth water on the east side, near the cliff; but he had not the most 
4isl#i)t id(^ Pf the alteraticm which his works woMild produce in the bay. 

He eomplfited ftbout lorty-niae rods of hia proposed head, at a 
4;i^sid«Kable e^penee} and he added two groins on the south->west side 
f)tf it^ and tliere they laid large blocks of chalk, to break the force of 
the wateTt ' One of them was called Chapel, and the other Stoneham's 
grcii). This additional work collected a considerable quantity of peb* 
bles, which were driven by the current ftom the westward, and they 
hpfied), thi^t the sea wcmld kmn a barrier, to scre^ thdr new head ; 
l^i)t this flattering prospect was of short duration ; for time and expe- 
^^mf^ torn taught theio, that their difficulties would increase with 
tbdr work. 
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As ihe groios fiHed witii pebbles, thejr wetb driren forward round 
fine eads of tfaem with the flowing tide ; and they were cast up by the 
■ea^ near the entrance of their new harbour ; whoe tiiey toHeeted la 
rach quantities, that tiiey were apprehensire, all their endeavours to 
procure a harbour would prove ifaeffectml. Thompson tbofo^^ al 
many have done sfaice his time, that the only m^od of preventing 
the pebbles from collecting on the eastern akk of their work, woiiM 
be to carry the end of their head into deep water, and to alter thefomi 
of it, for the pebfaks to move ^vjth less obstruction, and be dtiven by 
^e current cross the bay, to th&foot of the diff near die Castle. ' 

This plan was ajpproved of by the King,, and of course it w«f 
adopted ; but as they, acted upon false principles, the reiiult ivas dis^ 
appointment. 

It was proposed, that the end of the new head should be made hi 
the form of aa irregular hexagon, and a plart^mn ibr guns, to defuddr 
the entrance into the harbour. This was called the Black BuTwark. 
As the King found timber very expensive^ he began a work at some 
distance from the platform, but in the same direction as the head, by 
sinking large blocks o£ chalk and stoqe/ This was G<»tiaued sixtjr 
rods in length, with each end turned in a different direction ; and it 
has been called the King's Foundation, Greenway's Ledge, and the 
Mole Rock, which latter name it retains ; but, like smne other works 
begun by Henry the Eighth, was left unfinished, after it was raised 
three &thoins high in the water. 

The quay, on' the east ^e of Paradise Pent,* was made by 
Thompson, for shipping of goods, and to breidc off the fierce of the. 
waves on that side« By extending the wo#ks so far into the sea, a oMi-i 
siderable space of grounad was left by the tide between StonehaiiiV 
groin, and Archcliff Fdrt ; ^ for the King built a towery aear the end ot^ 
RoundKtawer-4treet,c and part of it is still renudning; ' '^ 
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He had hventy officers. in pay at a time, in cairyitig on his Various 
projects* He had a treasurer, comptroller, surveyors, and overseers i 
and wh^i ho wias at Dover, he frequently attended to the trorkodea: 
himseif; After spending fifty thousand poundl^ he tras very far from 
the. prospect of a good harbour. Though this seemed to have been a 
favorite object with the King, his continental. affairs,, and the siege of 
Bolougne^ entirdy withdrew his attentiim from it. ^ Toward the. close 
fif hb raign^ his growing corpulency rendered him less active; h^ de«- 
cliiung health soured his temper; and his tyranisin^ and persecuting 
spirit, was so busily engaged in opposing those, whii either excited his 
political jealousy, or offended him with their opinions^ that he neglected 
the works which he had uiKiertaken at this place. Before his death, he 
had finished Archcliff Fort ; and when an inventory was. taken of the 
sfones^ there were one demy-culvarin, two sacres'of bpass, one fowler 
6f iron, tiiree single serpentines, twelve basses, and twelve halbeiidters« 
As the King did not make any provision for . maintaining the 
imnrks, they not only remained in an imfinished state, during 4iie reign 
of Edward the Sixth, but the sea made frequent dq)redations, in several 
pbces^ . for want of a timely xepair. llie works were too extensive for 
the injiabitants to support; and as their total destruction threatened 
the ruia of the town, they determined to apply to Queien Mary for 
assistance. They obtained letters patent, to collect money, for two 
yeaisi du*oug^ all England. This collection was very inadequate to 
the sums wanted ; and while the works remained in a ruinous state, a 
Wge (quantity of pebbles were dniven over thern^ between the Chapel 
groiii^ and the Hack Bulwark, and they nearly stopped up the entrance 
into the harbour; for a boat, drawing. only four feet wat», could not 
sail ifltto it; The accumulation . of tiie pebbles, was far beyond any 
^ffhidg of the hwd ever remembered by the oldest man living. Thougli 
J^s has been recoided jis a singular phcenomenon, there was not any 
thing strange in it, or out of the regular couise of nature. While the 
sea washed the foot of ike cliffy and -there w^re no projections to imped* 
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the telocitj of tibte cmrent cross the bay, it was impos^ble for the peb- 
bles to cxdlect in anj qnantityv or to remain for any time ;^ for in tem^ 
|Mirtttous weailier, theivaves^ after striking against' the perpendiculair' 
^Wi draor by the resurge intathe curreiit, all moveable bodies with it; 
Though Dover had bera. ccaisidered a rich and flourishing to^n, it was; 
by the loss of Calais^ and, the rainoua stlte of the harboor, reduced to 
v^<great distress, in the beginning of the reign: of I^zabeth. To eom* 
plete the dei^txuetiaaQf the harbour, and to add to their own wrelcb*- 
e4nje80» the i^hernieR made diepredations in the worics, by cutting away - 
the*tiQib^» ftOtd knocking out the bolts to sdl. 

yi\»\R the ikier remained ia this situatum, it was tiieiopinioii of 
several persons, that a good and a commodious harbour might be made 
at Xk>ve]r, and Sir Walter Raleigh, knight, was one of tihe i^umberl In 
^$.jv4ginent, there was no promontory, tows, or. haven, in Europe^ 
so well situated as tihisi plaoe, .for ^Knnoying the a:iemy, for protecting 
the conun^ce, for sending dy»patcbea to the continent, aiid for rcodv« 
ingansw^^ to tlvsni ; and that a iracboifr at Dover would be a imtional 
benefit. . 

M Dover was oonaidered the best) situation between Portsmouth 
and the Tlwtmes for a harbour^ an application wad made to ihe Iwdsi 
qf Qiiei^n £luabeth's coundl, by the inhabitahtsy in ^^ beginning of 
her reign- -. They endeavoured to gain the attention of their lordships^' 
Vy.rfpcesentiqg to theixi the gceat uise a harbour had been in tinea 
passed, for qonveying inteUigenee^ and for sending troops to the conn 
tineut ; and how beneficial it might be to her Majesty, . and the whole 
ijati^a» if it w^s only repaired. They further ?fcoquainted their lord-^ 
ships, that they had procured experienced workmen firom Flanders^ to 
sujfv^y the works, and to make a perfi?ct plan of a harbour, whieb 
n]^ght continue for ever 9 and that: they would undertake to ccnsiplet^* 
it fqr^2^ixtepp thouaand two hundred and.cidd {lounds, kss tha^an>. 
Qtber engiaeer^.had esUniibted. . ' • * : . . 



Digitized by 



Google 



158 > HISTORY Of 

They Added, that they had employed certain experienced £ng-* 
lishmeoy who had sunreyed, and made an estimate for repairing the 
decayed works ; and they had also examined tiie plan, and appraved 
of it/ as the best that c6uld be prodiiced for the purpose; ^and they 
tfaooght it. might be finished for the sum mentioned. 

The corporation assured their lordships, tiiat if the pier^^as not. 
immediately repaired, and two hew groins added, according f)0 Ae 
Dutch plan, diat her: Highnesses houses would all foe washed away hf 
the sea; and the harbour would be utterly ruined, by the quantity of 
pebbles cast in at the new breach. The houses here mentioned, weiti 
those which had been built on tlie waste, and the ground let by lease • 
in the name! of the Queen. 

The representation of the state of the harbour was fairorably re- 
pttved ; but there was a difficulty of raifin^ the money to repair the 
old works. It was proposed to lay a tax of two shillings and stk-pence, 
upon every licence for a puUic house^ for a limited number of years. 
'Baxt this plan being found inadequate to the purpose, it was rejected 
by their lordships ; and it was settled, for the Queen to grant to the 
town the free exportation of threA thousand quarters of wheat ; ten 
thousand quarters of barley, or malt; and ten thousand tons of beer. 
1]!he patent was sold to John Bird, and Thomas Watts, at the rate of 
thitte shillings and four-pence, for each quarter of wheat ; two shiU 
lings. and eight^pence a quarter for barley ; and the beer at one marir 
per too. This privilege raised them the sum of ^8,666 : 13 : 4. 

To prevent any misapplication of tiie Queen's bounty, the Con- 
stable of Dover Castle, his lieutenant governor, and several gentlemen 
of the county of Kent, were appointed to superintend the works. 
These gentlemen, finding that the mariners had no plan for preventing 
the acoomolating of tlie pebbles, nor for removing them when col* 
lected, without great labour, determined to employ some person, who 
was acquainted with the nature of the work th^y were engaged in. 
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John True was. recommeodedt a& a skilful engineer, and they i^reed 
with him. at a stipend of ten shillings q day« 
, As.there was a large ridge of pebbks^ reaching finom tiie Black 
Bulwark, crpss the bay/ to the cliff at the Castle, True proipmed 
building a wall behind it with stone, brought from Folkstone. This 
wall w^ to extend from the watar*<gate, Above the bole in the< wall, 
to the Black Bulwark;^ and it was intended to coofioe a suffieieht 
quantity of water, to remove the pebbles, as they collected at the en^ 
trance of the harbour. Trae's plan appeased to* the eomnuBsianers a 
good one, but he.was, like most other persons employed in puUie 
irorks, desirous of securing an annuity for life, 

l^s work was undertaken, without fiist counting the cost ; and 
when. True had expended about ^1300, hi squaring of stone, and 
makyig preparations, the conunissioners thought, that whni; !ae had 
done, was by no means, equal to thesum advanced ; and that £, lOO^OCX^ 
would not build the wall, at tiie ntte they wtre going on; and thejf 
suspected that True was protraetiiig the work. 

As their suspicions were raised, Bfld they were fearful, that the 
wall might not answer ; and that they might be censured for expend«<» 
ing so large a sum upon an useless project; they dismissed the en*^ 
gineer from their service. "Riey next employed Ferdinand Pcuns, who 
was recommended to them fbr his skill in constructing works, to fenoe 
against the sea, pnlfhe coasts of JPlasders^ and HoU^id. 

The commissioners pointed out to Fkuns the difficulty t^y hid 
to contend with, in keeping tko entnuice into the harbour open ; and 
^bej asked him how tiie pebUes could be expeditiously removed wheii 
driven into it. Poms approyed of True's plan in penning up the 
water, and he proposed some additional works; and he so iar satts^ 
fied his employers, that they advanced^ him one tkousaod pounds to 
begm the apduous undertakings - 

«nst(ti%4g.i>4»MitA !r%.a^a 
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He first repaired the breaches made in Tfaompsoa's works; anl 
at the end of the ridge of pebbles, and opposite to the Black Bu]<- 
wailc, he made a large groin,' to confine the back water to a narrow 
channel, that it might act witli greater force in removing the pebbles 
from the entrance into the harbour. 

When the engineer had expended aboat twelve hundred pounds, 
the commissioners complained of his charge, and how little he had 
done for so large a sum. They were unanimous in their opinion, that 
his plan was a good one; and while tbej were doubting whether thej 
should have money to finish it, Thcmias, son of Leonard Diggs, of 
Wootton, an engineer, and mathematician, who had been muster 
master to the forces sent into the Netherlands, about the year 1582, 
addressed atdiscourse to .the Queen, on the great advantage of a har^ 
bourat Dover, to her Majesty, and the nation. . He presented plam 
of his Own drawing, as improvenients on several Flemish plans, which 
had. been oflfered ; but they were too expensive to be adopted.* 

In one of their plans, they proposed, inclosing the whole bay, be*- 
tween Thompson's works, and the angle in the wall near the old har<« 
bour, or the postem gate» with two immense heads, formed of Iftrge 
piles, and filled in witli large stones. A tower was to be erected at 
the termination, to defend the entrance into the harbour, which, by 
ibt plan,'would have been opposite to Snargate. 

This plan. was rejected^ as an impracticable project; and another 
was proposed, on a contracted. scale. . 

Every engineer, who was consulted, seemed to entertain an idea, 
that the extending the south head further into tlie.sea, would be the 
means of setting the .pebbles into deep water; and thej woiild then 
be driTsen^ by the strength of the current, cross the bay. 
(> Tbeie was a third scheme, to cut a passage .through the town, 
between the postem and Saint Helen's gate>; and to have a .harbour 
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in the meadows, near Stembrook; and as this was the most absurd 
of the three, it was lately proposed for the consideration of the 
Warden ; but it is hoped that death hath laid such a visionary sqheme 
asleep. As the commissioners were incompetent judges of the matter, 
they consulted Mn Diggs, who, during his residence in Flanders, had 
paid a particular attention to their artificial harbours, which they had 
made at an immense expence; and which, he said, had been the 
means of aggrandizing their country by commerce, and of raising up 
several populous towns. 

He reprobated the narrow policy of several individuals in Eng- 
land, for fencing in lands on the coast ; as it had been the means of 
ruining several natural bays, and harbours, which had brought misery, 
and desolation, to our frontier towns. In his opinion, the poverty, 
and decay of Winchelsea, Rye, Romney, Hythe, and Dover, pro- 
ceeded from the choaking up of their harbours, and havens. He 
used several strong arguments, and some which would, at this time, 
be deemed trifling, to gain the attention of the Queen to adopt his 
plans. 

Mr. Diggs had taken great pains to make himself master^ as he 
thought, of every particular necessary to produce a good harbour, at 
this place. He had sounded, and taken the setting of the current, 
when ebbing and flowing ; and the depth of the water at the Mole, 
at the neap and spring tides. 

In an examination, taken at Dover, by the Lord High Admiral 
of England, in 1581, to inquire into the state of the harbour, there 
is a particular account of the alterations which had taken place in the 
bay, in consequence of the works which had been built into the sea, 
in the time of Henry the Eighth. 

The old mariners declared, that, within their memories, the bay 
was open, and free from any banks of sand and pebbles, from Arch- 
cliff Fort to the Castle ; and that the whole space was sea, until the 
projections were made cross the setting of the current. 

Y 
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iTiey said, in their exatnination, that they had learned by expe- 
rience, that as the works had been extended, and groins had been 
*drfed, thfey were filled with pebbles ; a'nd when they were full, they 
passed r6nnd the ends of them, and were driven by the setting* of the 
current into the bay. If the sea made a breach in the works, and 
flo\Vdd over them, then the pebbles were driven, either to the east^ 
wffrd, ot nearer to the foot of the cliff. At the time the inquiry was 
made, the ohly passage into the harbour was made by the ebbing of 
the tide, and the stream of fresh water. By the entrance into the 
harboAr, they meant the passage between Poins* groin,' and the Black 
Bulwark. They said, that this ridge had formerly shifted ; and that 
the hotiares built lipon the waste, were then in danger of being washed 
away ; and in these instances, the pebbles accumulated in the bay. • 

The bink formed by them, with the mud and sand in the bay, 
was so closely incorporated, as to confine the water before the town; 
in a standing pool, twelve feet higher than the sea at low water mark, 
at neap tides. At every spring it raised the pool six feet before Penny- 
less Bench; and at that place a rod, nine feet long, could not reach 
the bottom. At the Mole Head, which was built with timber, there 
were about twenty-two feet of water at spring tides ; and the ebbintr 
w^as much swifter than the flomng current; and the velocity was 
greater without, than within the Mole. 

In the year 1581, there was a violent tempest, which caused the 
sea to flow over the works, and choaked up the entrance into the 
harbour ; and a ridge of pebbles was formed in the bay, in a short 
space of time, three hundred feet long, and near the crane, ships 
drawing from eighteen to twenty feet of water, had laid close to the 
bank. They had, at one time, the Faucon, the Sacre, the Bolougne, 
the Greyhound, the Rose Lion, the George and the Dragon, all of 
the royal navy. 
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f The old harbour, or Faradisp pent, was $o far stopped up with 
mud, that they were obliged to carry it out by hand, to keep open a 
passage for their own small boats. 

This was the situation of the bay, and the harbour, when Mr. 
•Diggs offered his plans to the Queeni ftnd if they were adopted, he 
advised the making use of the foundations laid by Henry the Eighth, 
as much as possible ; as it would save ^20,0009 at the least. He 
pnoposed to have all the workg done by contract, and to have one or 
two. rods, of each part, finished in a substantial manner, to e»able 
^them to judge how to make an estimate for the whole. This, he said# 
.would be the means of saving the eji^pence of a long list of officers ; 
and it would prevent many idle persons from being employed, as ww 
the case in the time of Henry the Eighth ; who bad generally .twenty 
iofficers in his pay; when a surveyor, to see the work prc^eriy done, 
jwould have been sniffiGient. 

He said, his plans might be fiimhed for less than on^ half of whai 
it wokikl cost fi^pthe Flemish plans ; aad it woiald prevent a prodigious 
(imste of timber ; hnd \^ k^pt in cepatr upon much eaaier terms. 

He also considered his plans, as having greatly the preference, as 
he had provided for' sluices, dood-gates^ a lock, a back water, and 
Ba inclosed bay before the town, where ships might either ride at an- 
chor, or lie on dry ground. 

The lands gained from the sea, he calculated at the dnoual rent of 
one hundred pounds, to be let by the Queen, on lease^^ either for a 
term, or.thjBee livest. ; . .,. 

At the expira^on of a term of tw^enty-one years, he considered 
(the Jand would be worth one thousand marka yearly to the drown, ex- 
clusive of what might be made of the long bay,, and of the waste 
-tinder the Castle* 

Ia iJiis calottlatioD, he Feekoped /that one half of the f eaAs of the 
iands, Aad the sums arising horn tht head money,, and the half passage 
inoBiey, wauid be sufficient to iseepthcinew pier>n.vepwr, aAd theiothv 
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moietj would be clear to the crown; with an increasing revenue from 
the custom house. 

This flattering representation induced the Queen to listen to Mr, 
Diggs' memorial, and the petition from the inhabitants was favorably 
received; and, in 1581, an act passed for raising supplies for Dover 
harbour. 

The money granted by this statute, was three-pence a ton upon 
every vessel, loading or unloading, in any port within the realm, for 
seven years. Three halfpence on every chaldron of coals, and the 
same for every grindstone landed for sale. 

With this prospect of a supply, though only for a limited time, 
Hie commissioners determined to make a reservoir for water, to cleanse 
the harbour; and J\fr. Diggs insisted, that this might be done for one 
fourth part of the sum it would cost to build a wall with stone ; by 
making use of the bank which had been formed by the sea, and rais- 
ing it several feet above high water mark. 

One rod of this work, he computed, might be completed with 
two lighters, and eight men, for twenty nobles, and secured with two 
groins. 

The commissioners resolved on adopting Mr. Diggs' plan ; but 
it was opposed by two shipwrights. Baker and Pett, who insisted, that 
nothing but a fence, made of wood, could answer; and they pro- 
duced a model of their design. This was objected to by the commis- 
sioners, as being very expensive; and they were doubtful of its an- 
swering, a? they did not know that it had been tried at any other 
place. They concluded, that the plan pursued to keep the sea out of 
Romney Marsh, might answer at Dover ; and they sent there for men 
to begin the work. 

Experience had now taught the commissioners, that the grant- 
ing a large sum, at the beginning, was a bad practice; and as they 
wished to expend the supplies with economy, they appointed Sir 
James Hales, treasurer, to keep an account of all sums received by 
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hinif and paid ; and he was to have five shillings and eight-pence, for 
every fifty pounds which passed through his hands. He had a clerk, 
with a salary of five pounds a year, Mr, Diggs was the head engi- 
peer, with a yearly stipend of twenty pounds, which he gave to his 
deputy, Alexander Mindge. 

The wall' was begun in 1583, under the inspection of two of the 
commissioners, and the bay was then nearly in the state as represented 
in the second plan. 

Sir John Scott attended the labourers at work on the wall cross 
the bay, which was seventy feet wide at the bottom ; but it gradually 
diminished to forty, when finished, on the top. The "sides were 
raised with mud, covered with faggots, fixed down with piles. 
Richard Barry, Esq. superintended the men on the wall,* at the bot« 
torn of the pent, in which was laid a small sluice^' to let off the su- 
perfluous water. 

Under such inspectors, the work was carried on with spirit; and 
what would have required several years, in the common routine of bu- 
siness, was completed in three months. The wages for a man, a horse^ 
and a cart, were one shilling a day. The single cart, or tumbrel, was 
fourteen feet in length, two feet wide, and sixteen inches deep. The 
double cart, with two horses, and as many men, received two shil* 
lings a day. Trifling as this pay may now appear, it was at that 
time thought worth notice ; and carts were sent from Maidstone, and 
Sevenoaks, to Dover, and they had more than they could employ at 
their works. 

The expence for inclosing the part of the bay, now called the 
Pent, amounted to £2700; and though this sum exceeded Mr. 
Diggs' estimate, it is a proof of what may be done, where men think 
themselves accountable for the prudent expenditure of the public 
money. The wall answered their expectations, in confining the 
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water, and the next step was to make it useful^ in cleansing Pflra<^ 
dise pent, and in removing such obstructions, as might occasionally 
lodge between Poins' groin, and the Black Bulwark/ 

As the water could not be conveyed from the inclosed bay, 
through their harbour, without additional works, they erected a new 
jetty, on Hhe ettstem side of Paradise pent,* with a double row of 
jpiles, filled with blocks of dhalk, where Strond-^treet-has since been 
built; and near the cliff there was a lock, with -flood gates, to let 
Vessels pass into the inclosed bay, to lie at an<^hor, or at their moor- 
kig,' bdbre the town. The lock, the gates, and the capstan to open 
them, were estimated at ^795-. 

Mr. Diggs proposed placing a double sluice at the stone bridge, 
near the Hole in the Wall, to turn the current of fresh water, either 
into the harbour, or to fill a bason, he intended to make, near the 
postem gate. 

This reseiToir, he dfesigned, should be ready at all timies for re- 
moving obstructions, if the sea should "make a breach *in the new 
wall, and drive any sand, or pebbles, into the pent. This sluice was 
to serve as a lock, for boats to pass through, to a place of security, 
if any accident should happen to the works below. 

He intended also to have a canal, at the back of the )iouses 
under the cliff, to supply them with fresh water, and to convey the 
current into Paradise pent. The digging the canal, and the facing it 
with stone, and the putting down the sluices, he estimated at £500j 
but he concluded that the landlords would pay a moiety of the ex- 
pence of the canal, for the benefit of having fresh water running near 
their doors. ^ 

At the entrance into Paradise pent, near the end of Strond- 
street, Mr. Diggs proposed a pair of flood-gates, twenty-four feet 
wide and seventeen high, which he •estimated at £400. On the south* 
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mat side of the ^tes, he built a large stone sluice, to deliver the 
water near liie bar, at the Black Bulwark. This sluice,' with the en- 
gine for working it ; and the store house,, with the Queen's effigy in 
front, to shew that she was the patroness of the harbour^ were esti- 
mated to cost £1000. 

It was the opinion of Mr. Diggs, . that this iluice would, by the 
force and fall <rf the water, remove every obstruction; even if the 
entrance into the harbour should.be stopped by a bar of pebbles. In 
ranning thisshiice, hfe found, by experience^ itwould be necessary to 
confine the water to a narrow current, and he ^added a jetty on the 
eastern side of it/ 

This so far anstrered their purpose^ as to ifemove the bar withont 
labour; but the current was set, by the jetty/ against the old pile 
work put down by Thompson ] and> it w^sh^dnway tl^ foundation of 
the Black Bulwark, and of Poinsi gjpcm ; aini they isQon became in a 
ruinous state. This Was not foreseen by this ei]^ineer ; for he con* 
sidered that he had nearly completed his plan. 

Though the act of the thirty-first of Elizabeth was neariy expir- 
ing, Mr. Diggs prepared for several additional works, to prevebt the 
damage which might follow, by suffering the loss of the bulwark, 
and the groin ; as it would ruin the entrance into the faarboun 

In the year 1592, the wall was continued, from the an^, at the 
bottom of the pent, near the Yodc hotel, to Poins' groin ; and it was 
made with the mud, castoutof the space below the pent. . This wall 
inclosed the scites of the present store houses, the whatfe, and the 
bason. 

In the following year, Mr. Diggs offered apian for making seve- 
ral additions ; but as money was wanting, he added only a small work 
with piles, to prevent the pebbles being washed away from the end of 
the new wall. 



• PBiteti, fig. p. * Fi^. iFii, % !, 3, and 5. 
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In the year 159S, the commissioners petitioned for a continuance 
of the last act, to enable them to complete their work ; and it was 
prolonged until the first sessions of the next parliament, unless it 
should be repealed. With this grant, Mr. Diggs nearly completed the 
outline of the present harbour. 

In making the last wall, he cleared a large space below the pent, 
which became the principal harbour, and it was called Great Paradise. 

About the year 1594, the north head was extended, from the end 
of the new wall, over the groins' made by the Dutch engineer. The 
jetty was extended in the direction between Paradise pent and Col- 
bran's head ; and the south head was carried further into the sea; and 
it has remained, with but little alteration, to our time. 

But Mr. Diggs' skill was put to the trial in preserving the wall, 
cross the bay, against the force of the sea, in tempestuous weather. 
He found that, by the shifting of the pebbles, the wall could not re- 
sist the continual beating of the waves upon it; and he has left us a 
proof of his sound judgment in fencing against the sea ; but it has 
passed unnoticed to those who have had the direction of the harbour. 

To secure the wall below the angle of the pent, near the York 
hotel, he made a jetty, with piles, from ten to twelve inches square, 
and upwards of twenty-five feet high, with a space of six inches 
between each pile, to secure Great Paradise pent. They were well 
bolted together with iron, and filled in behind with sand stones. This 
open kind of jetty work not only considerably lessened the fcwrce of 
the waves/ but the resurge ; and in moderate weather, the pebbles 
collected at the foot of it. 

To secure the wall in the bosom of the bay, he adopted a dif- 
ferent plan; and the remaining works plainly shew, that he had at- 
tended to the setting of the current, and the action of the waves on 
the pebbles cast on the shore. In the deepest part of the cur\'e in 



' FlateTii, fig. 4. * FlateTiii, fig. 1. 
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^ bdy,. the 'wares beat \rith their grdsitet force on the wall ; and, with 
a view of weakening the strength of the current Jn the bay, and die 
Ibtce.'Of the waves at that place, he constructed a work^ in the form 
of ttrfy incUned planes, r about sixty feet wide,' and sloping from tha 
middle; down each side, and placed as the diord of an arch, in thd 
Ijettom of the bay. . 

*In the. front, of the work next the sea, there were five rows of 
piles, and a space of twelve feet between each, and about one foot be- 
tween each pile in the same row. The front row was nearly level with 
the sapd, and r it was graduaUy raised with large stones, between each 
fOwofpiloj. 

Mr.'Diggs desdribed tliis work, as being cross-bound, with long 
beams, and cross beams, and cross piles; and he considered it the best 
calculated of any kind of work, to resist the force of the sea, and that 
it might be maintained at a small expence. In estimating the cost of 
this 'work, he proposed to have in the jetty twelve piles to a rod, each 
nearly thirty feet long, and one square, which. woiild be about four 
loads of timber. The cross beams, and pile .work, he reckoned at teli 
loads more, and the fourteen loads he valued at tw«ity pounds. The 
workmanship, the carriage of the stone, the iron bdits, the arming of 
the piles, and what he called the ram^forcing of the frames, he esti- 
mated at twenty pounds, which made forty pounds for a rod of this 
work. Immediatdy bdiiind the piles, ^ there was a frame of timber^ 
strongly bolted together, sloping down from, the middle of the work; 
and at the east end there .was a head,* carried in an obUque direction, 
between fifty and sixty feet towards the pent wall. Though tliis work 
say^d the pent, and its use. is evident to those, vwho have attended to the 
subject,, yet this maater-piece of Mr. Diggs'art has hitherto been di*-' 
K^rded, by tho$e who liave had the divection of the works of the 



' Hate riii, fig. % * Fig. 3. - ^ pig. 4. ♦ Fig. 9. 
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iDarbour. The figures 5* 6» 7f and 8^ are for the rope-walk, the basote^ 
the storehouses, and &e harbour. 

It was the opinion of Mr. Diggs, that an Invading enemy would 
never attempt to land, either on the eastern at the western side of 
Dover, as their progress could be so easily impeded from tiie high cliflfe ; 
and if they endeavoured to annoy the town, they could only do it by 
sailing up the harbour, or by landing in the bay, or near the.groins 
made by Thompson. 

Archcliff Fort was intended to defend the pier on the south west. 
The platform on the bulwark, was to prevwt the approach of the 
enemy, near the Mole, and from entering the harbour. On the north 
side there was a platform on the jetty, with several pieces of ordnance, 
to flank the bay ; and the fort, under the Castle, was designed fot that 
purpose; and they had cannon in the round tower, which pmnted 
down the harbour. 

On the waste ground, in the pier, there was a conveni^it place 
Deserved, to assemble a body of soldiers, with sufficient space for thera 
to march to the battery on the jetty in the bay. With all these Works, 
Dover was considered to be as strongly fortified, as Flushing, or Ant- 
werp, or any other place on the coast of Flanders. 

About the year 15979 experience had taught them, that the sluice, 
which had been laid at the bottom of the pent, was not only too smatt, 
bist at too great a distance firom the bulwark, to deliver the waterwith 
effect, in any given time ; and it was of but little s«vice in cleansing 
Great Paradise, or the then outward harbour. 

To remedy this defect, it was proposed, to have a new double 
sluice, thirteen feet deep, and ei^ty feet long. Lord Cobham was 
Warden at that time ; and while it was doing, he superintended the 
workmen; and kept an open table, to aicourage them, during the 
month they were about it. 

Towards the close. of the rei^ of Ehzabeth, or very soon after 
James ascended the throne, the cwporation had contrived to get the 
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went through them, and they claimed the waste land left by the sea> 
near the town. 

In the first year of the reign of James, they obtained an act, to 
continue the usual supplies for the repairs of the harbour. 

The Earl of Northampton being the Warden, he judged it expe^ 
dient to examine into the state ci the town, and of the pier ; and to 
lay the result of his kiquiary before the King. Whether the Eaii had 
any reason to be dissatisfied with the proceedings of the corporaition, 
or whether he wished to have the principal direction of the business 
himself, will be too much to assert upon conjecture ; but one thing is 
certain, that hb application to the King was introductory to a new 
arrangement of the officers of the harbour. 

The King, in consequence of the Earl's report, demanded of the 
corporation a surrender of all clakns, which they might pretend t« 
hare, to the duties, droits, and waste lands, bdonging tb the pier. 

As the coramafid was positive, it was not to' be evaded by excuse? 
and they appointed llioroas Rogers, gentleman, and John Godwin, 
merchant, their attoraies, to acknowledge their deed of surrender, in 
the court of chancery, or in any other court belonging to the King. 

In the surrender, which was made in the fourth year of the reign 
of James, the mayor and commonalty decfenred, that for divers good 
causes, them thereunto moving, aH and singular the craneage, sluiceage^ 
ballastage, harfaoumge, or tonnage of strangeiB, capstanage, wharfage, 
rivage, passage, and half passaget in any ways arinng, aind which had 
been payable to the mayor, juirats, and commonalty, from any vessel, 
boat, or passenger, or from any wares or met diandize, either imported 
or exported, with every right or demand, excqyting, and always reserve 
ing to themsdves, and their successors, the rivage and tonnage granted 
by Queen Mary, by her letters patent, and excepting the privileges 
which bdonged to individuals, and which wet« *not in theit pow&t ^ 
grant, they gave to the King. 
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Though the mayor, and his Inrethren, were obliged to surrender 
the revenue of the harbour, they continued to be appointed the farm- 
ers and the receivers of it ; for, in the reign of Charles the First, they 
d^nnsed, and let to Arnold Braems, all the duties and droits, payable 
to the harbour, for the yearly sum of three hundred pounds,, to be 
paid at the court hall, in equal proportions, every month. In this 
lease they excepted the, share of the ferry-boat, and the fees of the 
ppttnder of the town gate, taken of all persons for goods landed or^ 
shipped at the port They also excepted head money of ambassadors, 
Mid thdr suites, whether natives or strangers, and several other articles^ 
as may be seen in a. schedule of duties and droits. 

ITie King, in the year I6O6, granted to the Ward«i, and certain 
persons named in his charter, all his right and title to the duties and . 
waste l^ds belopgii^ to. the harbour ;and he created them a body cor- 
poi^te, called the Wardjen^ and his Assis^tants ; and they were to hold 
their office, while they continued diligent in the duties of it They 
were to have ppwer to. purchase, receive, and possess goods, chattels, 
lands, and tenemept^ in £ee^ and in perpetuity ; and to let and assign 
the same ; and to plead, and be impleaded, in . any of the courts 
of law. 

From the death or removal of « any of the assistants (excepting the 
Warden^ the Mayor of Dover, the Lieutenant Governor of the Castle, 
and those who held by. virtue of their office), the .commissioners might 
nominate and appoint another discreet person to fill up the vacancy, 
who wafi to hold his place, on the^same terms as his predecessor. 

They were pern^itted to have .a common seal, a, treasurer, a siu*- 
veyor, a collector of .the rents, and of the revenue of the harbour, and 
a, clerk, and as many inferior officers, as might be deemed necessary, 
who were to be obedient to the Warden and his assistants. 

The.con^mifitsioners were.tp have an apartment, near the town; to 
ti^sact busiaese in ; and full power to enact law», for regulating the 
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al^rs of the harbour ; and to amerce, or imprison, all those who op^ 
posed them. 

Their fines were to be applied for the benefit of the port. Their 
laws and their decrees were to be confirmed by the Warden ; but they 
were not to be of any force against the laws of the realm. 

The King also granted to them all the waste land and beach left 
by the sea ; and they were to hold of him in fee, and in common 
^occage, and not in capite, knight's service, or any rent. 

As the Warden, and his assistants, held their offices, upon* the 
express condition of their being active and diligent in their stations, 
they agreed, first, to consult some person, either firom Flanders or 
Holland, who had knowledge of fencing against the sea. 

Trom the report of their engineer, it appeared, that thfe large 
sluice, which -was laid when Lord Cobham was Warden, was done in 
an unskilful manner, for it had been laid upon the pebbles ; and he ad- 
vised them to clear away the dam down to the rock, that it might de- 
liver a larger quantity of water in less time. 

• The square pile work, which was done in 159S* was so low, that 
the pebbles were driven over it, into the harbour, in tempestuous 
weather, and there was an order for raising it. This seems to have 
been the principal improvement in the reign of James. 

When the statute expired for granting supplies, the parliament 
was deeply engaged in disputes relative to the palatinate, and Temon- 
strating on the grievances of the subject, and in passing laws for grant- 
ing subsidies, which prevented the Wardenand his assistiints from ap-^ 
plying for a renewal of parliamentary aid. The confuision- which had^ 
prevailed in public affairs, was afterwaHs considerably increased; 
and there appears to have been a lapse of nearly forty years, before 
there was another application for a public grant to repair the harbour. 

In a memorial, without datb^* which was probably drawn between- 
the years l660and 1662, several particulars are recited, from Henry 
the Eighth, to the civil wars ; but tis no meiitkm is made of any grant 
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to Dover Wbour^ it may be iDferred, that it was presented ia the 
time of Charles the Second^ and further aid was granted. 

Dofer is described, in the mei&oria},, as being situated in the 
Barrow seas, opposite to France, and a port, where many great perr- 
sonages, foreign ambassadors, and strangers, usually landed^ and 
foUnd go6d accommodations, to forward them on their journey. 

It also mentioned Dover being the principal seat of the jurisr 
diction of the Cinque Ports, and the greatest storehouse for pro- 
visions for bis Majesty's navy ; ajsd that one of the chief victualling- 
offices for hiA fleet was in the town. 

It said, tlie advantages of the harbour were clearly se^i in the 
last war with Holland, and France ; for it afforded protection for 
ships of the lowest rate, when the enemy were too strong for them ; 
and they could cruise to advantage in the channel, as they could se* 
cure their prises in a few hours. As it was the chief port between 
Portsmouth and Harwich, its impoftance to merchants waa very greats 
for their ships, in cases of accidents, and in storms, could put 
in and refit. The customs, before the civil wars, amounted to £50,000. 
His Majesty's frigates^ from the Downs, and the North Sea, came in 
to victual,, waah^ and tallow, and sailed again in a few tides. 

It further said, that the port is, and always had be^i, a nursery 
tor seamen, and a proper situation for pilots to take charge of ships, 
either in his Majesty's, or the merchant service ; and it concluded 
with saying, that if some remedy be not taken to pfevent the impend- 
ing dangOT, not only the harbour, but the town, and some hundreds 
of families, would be involved in pne comnK>n ruin. 

As Dover was reduced to this situation, a further aid was granted 
in the reign of Charles the Second. 

To prevent any misapplication of the supplies^ the Warden and 
and his assistants, with the Master and Wardens of the 'JVinity House, 
at Deptford, for the time being, had authority to appoint a proper 
person to inspect the work done ; and once in each year, during the 
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continuance of the act, to demand an account of the respective sums 
received, and pjaid, and to examine if the money had been properly 
applied; and if, upon inspection, they found the harbour in sufficient 
repair, they were to report the same to the Lords of his Majest/s 
Privy Council, who had then full power to suspend any further re- 
ceipts under the statute. 

ate sum to be raised was not to exceed £30,00(), and with it 
they judged, diat they could not only repair, but sufficiently improve^ 
the harbour. 

As the north and south heads were run so far into the sea, it was 
found necessary to increase the quantity of back water; and this led 
to the parting oiF Paradise pent, and forming the bason. 

About the year I676, the Barons of the Exchequer issued a com-- 
mission to require, and empower several persons to point out the 
limits of the port of Dover, on the side next the sea; and also the 
quays and wharfs in the harbour ; and William Stokes, mayor, Giles 
Dunstan, Richard Breton, Walter Braems, John Matson, and James 
Hoiisemain, were named to make the survey, and to report upon it. 

In the return which they made, they mention, that, on the twen* 
tieth day of January, 1(576, and on several of the following days> 
they went to view the open bays on the coast, and they described the 
hmits of the port of Dover, as follows : — 

From the town to the South Fordand, bearing east, four miles ; 
and from thence, to the Godwin Sands, the same distance from the 
shore ; and in twelve fathom water at the time of the eWb. 

From the Godwin Sands, they continued the boundary line 
south-west by west, to a point, near the promontory, called East* 
ware Bay, four miles distant from the shore, and in the same deptb 
of water. From East-ware point, to Dover pier head, north-north* 
east, and from the head, north-north-west^ to the bridge over the 
sluice. 
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The quays and wharfs^ for shipping and landing goods, ware«, 
and merchandi;iei are also mentioned, and particularly described. 
Crane quay, from the crane thirty-six feet west^nortli-west, to a post 
. fixed at the end of it. Thii* was the wharf near t|ie harbour house. 

The next was called James Hammont's quay, and it measured, 
from a post at the south-west by south, and to another north-east by 
noijth, fi(ly-fiv€ feet. This quay was bounded by the house of the 
said James Hanmiont* west-north** west, and by the harbour east-soutb* 
east. 

The next is described as belonging to several of the inhabitants, 

.and measuring six hundred and fifty ^seven feet, from the end of 

Brinder's quay, to the north part of Major Braems' quay. The 

breadth, at the south end, twenty-four feet, and at the north, thirty. 

six feet 

The fourth was John Matson's qu?,y, whicb measured, on the west 
ftlde of his warehouse, forty ^ve feet, and from thence, towards the 
north, thirty-five feet. 

The quay belonging to the new buildings was the property of 
Braems, and it measured, from, the north-east to the south-west 
end, two hundred and seventy-six feet. This quay was bounded, by 
the ]^ew warehouses north-east, and the harbour south-west. 

A considerable part of these wharfs belonged to the commission- 
ers, or tb^ir relations; and to prevent any more quays from being 
made, at any other parts of the harbour, they declared, that, by vir- 
tue of their power, they prohibited and debarred any other place, 
within the limits of the port, as they had described them, from hav- 
ing apy right or privilege of a wharf, for shipping or landing any 
, goods,' wares, or merchandize; excepting, and reserving, the rights 
^nd privileges which beloi^ged to the customer, collector, and comp-^ 
troller of the port. 

About this time, there was a plan in agitation for making Dover 
a free port, and a considerable sum was offered, by certain persons. 
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to obtain the privileges; and it was intended to have confined, as 
much as possible, the benefit of landing and shipping merchandize, to 
certain quays. Great preparations were made for it ; but the scheme 
proved abortive. 

The Warden and his assistants, after the expiration of their last 
'act, were confined to the income arising from the rents of the lands ; 
and in about thirty years the harbour was again in a ruinous state. 

Sir Henry Shears, knight, in the petition, represented the pier 
as choaked up with sand and pebbles, and so much out of repair, that 
it would soon become useless to the inhabitants, and to the naticm, if 
something was not done to prevent it. 

To shew that a harbour at this place was of importance to the 
public, he mentioned, that, in the year }652y a squadron of ships, of 
the fourth and fifth rates, came in to refit, and victual ; and sevei^al 
of them sailed again the next day. At that time, there were eleven 
feet of water at the neap, and twenty-two at spring tides ; and that 
Qharles the Second ascribed his successes at sea, to his ships using 
Dover harbour. 

He further stated, that, in the year 1689, a fleet, of about seventy 
sail of merchant ships, were driven into Dover harbour, without an* 
chors or cables, which must either have been lost, or fallen into the 
hands of the enemy ; and several transports, in the year 1693, were 
saved, by seeking shelter in the pier. 

He stated, that Breton, Macky, and Harvey, three masters of 
packets, were obliged to sail to the Downs, because there was not 
sufficient water for them in the harbour ; and, by reason of frequent 
complaints, they had received orders from the post-office to land the 
mails at Deal. 

Breton, in his examination, said, that, about twenty years since, 
he knew a ship of six hundred tons, laden with tobacco, enter the 
li^rbour ; and if his Majesty had not, upon the representation of Sir . 
... . Aa . .: 
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Cioudsley Shovelt and others, advanced five hundred pounds, in the 
year 1698, the harbour would have been entirely lost. 

To shew the great decrease of trade, in consequence of the bad 
state of the pier, the petitioners said, formerly £20,000 had been 
received at the custom-house for duties ; but, within the last twenty 
years, hardly any thing ; and the inhabitants were reduced to so low 
a state, that they could not pay the ground rent due to the harbour, 
neither could they get more than £150 a year. 

Sir Henry concluded his petition with saying, the act of Charles 
the Second produced no more than £9000 ; but he was unacquainted 
with what sums had been received under prior statutes, as their books 
were damaged ; and such was the state of the harbour, that it would 
require £30,100 to repair it; but they might proceed, if they could 
faise six or seven thousand pounds a year. 

This application produced the act of the eleventh and twelfth of 
'William the Third, which was to continue in force until the year 1709; 
unless they received the sum they had mentioned, and then it was to 
cease. The obtaining this act cost the Warden and his asssistants 
£488 : 14 : 11; and it shews, even at that time, those who were em^ 
ployed, knew how to charge for time, trouble, and expences. 

The duties, under the act, were to be paid to the treasurer of the 
harbour monthly ; but as such payments might not be sufficient, he, 
with the consent of the Warden and his assistants, might borro^v 
£6000, for five years* 

The customer, the collector, or their deputies, and the treasurer, 
were to keep separate accounts of all the sums which passed through 
their hands, for the use of the harbour; and all persons were to have 
free access to them, at reasonable hours, without paying any fee. If 
there was any neglect in collecting the duties, or in keeping of the 
books, the offender was liable to a fine of twenty pounds, which 
might be recovered, in the name of the Warden and his assistants, as 
an action of debt ; and they were once in every year, at least, to in* 



Digitized by 



Google 



DOVER. 179 

§pect the accounts ; and if they found any fraud or embezzlement, 
the offender, upon conviction, was to pay five pounds, for the use of 
the harbour. 

The accounts were to be passed, upon oath, before the justices 
for the eastern division of the county, at their Midsumtner quarter- 
sessions ; and if they were approved of by seven or more of them, 
they were to be transmitted, by their clerky to the commissioners of 
his Majesty's navy, and they were to remain in their office, for per- 
sons to have access to, at all reasonable times, without paying any fee. 

There was a difficulty in raising money under the act, as the se- 
curity was only for five years ; and they applied again to parliament 
to have the statute prolonged; and the request was granted, until the 
year 1718. 

Every master of a vessel, for going through the gates with their 
sails set, was to forfeit fifteen shillings, and five for casting dirt into the 
harbour. 

The money collected, upon the two last-mentioned statutes, 
amounted to no more than j£ 20,876 : 5, which was nearly one-third 
less than they expected ; and they had expended £20,136 : 13 : 1; 
and they petitioned, that the statute might be continued until the 
year 1727- 

There is but little known how the money was expended after the 
death of Mr. Diggs, as there were no additional works ; it may be 
concluded, that repairs and fruitless experiments, to prevent the accu- 
mulation of the pebbles, exhausted the fund ; and the Warden, find- 
ing that they did not make any progress in preventing the evil, deter- 
mined to consult some person, who might possess more knowledge of 
the business than themselves. 

Captain Perry was, at that time, considered as a competent judge 
of such works, and they consulted him about the year 1718, and he 
gave it as his opinioni that the south head should be carried one hun- 
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dred and fifty or two hundred feet, beyond the north head, and groins 
made to stop the pebbles coming from the westward. 

He estimated, what he recommended, at £35,000 ; and as there 
was a doubt whether it would answer, his plan was not adopted. 

To try what efifect groins would produce on the south-west side of 
the pier, they built Cheeseman's head, which was carried down nearly 
to low water mark ; and this was the only additional work attempted; 

It was about this time, that the Warden and his assistants ac- 
quired the title of Commissioners ; and as they lived at a distance 
from the town, and were chosen more by their rent-roll, than their 
knowledge of harbours, they concluded, that they had discharged, 
their duty by auditing the accounts twice in the year ; and the most 
essential part was left to be conducted by the mayor and his bretluren. 

Henry Matson, a merchant of the town, devised, by will, an 
annuity of one hundred and fifty pounds for ever, to be paid out of 
his landed estate, to be applied towards the repairs of Dover harbour* 
It is said, that as he was walking round the pier, and pointing out 
some defects in the work, he let a gold-headed cane, which he very 
much valued, slip through a hole in a plank, and he could not regain 
it; and he left the annuity on this condition, that such holes in the 
timber might not be suffered in future. He said, that he had ob- 
served many great omissions in the workmen, in their not stopping up 
the trunnel holes in the piles, and the planks used in the harbour; by 
which neglect they were broken asunder, and worn out in half the 
time they would otherwise have been ; therefore the Warden and his 
assistants, upon notice being given, were to take care and have all 
the trannel holes stopped ; and constantly kept so, or to forfeit the 
benefit of the annuity. He also entailed, upon the same estate, an 
annuity of forty pounds for ever, to be paid to any poor relations de- 
scended from his family, and by the name of Matson. 

His will produced a suit in chancery, and it was finally decreed, 
that the landed estate should be the property of the Warden and his 
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assistants, for the use of the harbour, upon their paying the annuity 
to the donor's poor relatives. 

By this decree, the farm of Solton, in the parish of Langdon, 
Barham mill, and Diggs' place, with Horsehead, and Sin^ish, all 
went from the family of Matson, without answering the design of the 
devisor. 

The ceremony of stopping up the trunnel holes was soon reduced 
to a farce. The mayor, and two or three of his brethren, once in a 
year, appointed a day for driving in a few trunnels ; and the fatigue 
being over, they retired to a supper; and this has been considered as 
fulfilling the will of Mr. Matson. 

In the year 1723, the commissioners had a competitor for a part 
of their revenue. 

The corporation of the town of Rye had for some time adopted 
the practice of fencing against the sea, and of course obstructing thc( 
tide flowing into the haven ; which had hastened the gradual opera-- 
tions of nature so rapidly, that they were in danger of losing their 
harbour. 

As they had failed at Dover in procuring such a pier as the pub- 
lic expected, for the want of skilful men to direct and superintend 
the works, they were encouraged, at Rye, to petition for a part of 
the revenue, which had so long been granted to Dover, to enable them 
to make a secure place for ships. ^ 

In the ninth year of George the First, they obtained an act, to 
receive two-thirds of the tonnage duty, which had been paid to Dover, 
to enable them to cleanse, and enlarge their haven. The Warden of 
the Cinque Ports was appointed to inspect the proceedings at Rye. 

. In the year 1737> it was found necessary to put down a pair of 
new gates in the cross wall, and to make two sluices of stone, and to 
face the passage into the bason, and each side of the wall, for several 
feet, with the same materials ; and this work was finished in about a 
year. 
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The inhabitants experienced great inconvenience^ in not having 
a passage over the w^Il, and they petitioned for a swing bridge, which 
Tiras granted them. It was about this time, that the commissioners 
l^eed to put down a pair of gates, for the admission of vessels intu 
the pent ; as it had been but of little use, from the time of stopping 
up the canal, which led to it from Paradise pent. 

Th}9 was executed, as works generally are, where there is no plan 
for the differeat parts to correspond, to form one complete whole ; for 
in fixing the sill, and the apron for the gates, they were laid four feet 
and one half abo>:e the level of the sill in the cross wall. When this 
work was finished, from the straightness of the entrance, and the inju- 
dicious manner of laying the apron so high, the pent still remained 
inaccessible to vessels of any burthen. 

After this feeble attempt in making improvements, there were 
hardly any. new works undert^en, until the year 1753 ; when they 
made a head, aoe hundred and seventy-six feet in length, into the 
sea, under the Castle cliff. This work was intended to prevent the 
current driving the pebbles out of the bay before the town ; and it 
an8w;ered a very good purpose. 

Upwaids of ^22,926 had been expended, between granting the 
act, in the reign of George the First, and the year 1757 ; and they 
were then far from having a good harbour. Some time after, there 
was a general public complaint, that large sums had been granted for 
a harbour at Dover, which could not be made any use of, when most 
wanted. To silence the complaints of the merchants, the commis- 
sioners applied to Mr. Smeaton^ and he made his report in 1769- 

When a person of Mr. Smeaton^s eminence was applied to for ad- 
vice, it was necessary for him to say something ; but, as he had never 
bewk a resident at the place, to observe the setting of the current, and 
the effects produced by carrying out projecticms to impede it, he could 
know but little more of the matter than his employers. 
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He prqx)8ed extending the south pief head sixty feet further into 
the sea, and to terminate it nearly in a point ; as this would, in his 
opinion, set the pebbles into the deep water, to the eastward of the 
mouth of the harbour. This error had prevailed from the reign of 
Henry the Ei^th, and still continues, in defiance of all experience of 
the passed, by not knowing what has been done, and the not mak* 
ing accurate observations. If his first plan &iled, he proposed making 
new sluices, to deliver tlie back water nearer the bar, to remove more 
expeditiously an evil they could not prevent. 

As there was no certainty of success, and they had but little money 
to expend upon trying experiments, there was nothing attempted, and 
they continued, as they had done, severd years more. 

While the Earl of Holderaess was Warden of the Cinque I^orts, he 
observed, that considerable sums had been expended, under the direc-> 
tion of the corporation, without any view to the improving of the har- 
bour; and he thought it a duty annexed to his office, to inquire into 
the nature of the business. 

He first consulted the ancient pilots and mariners of the town, 
who, he judged, would know more of the local situation of the place, 
than strangers; and how to prevent a bar from forming at the mouth 
of the harbour. 

They gave such contradictory answers to the questions he put to 
them, that he was convinced they had never attended to the.raatt^, 
and that it would be necessary to seek for some person, who, by his 
skill and abilities, might assist diem in counteracting the difficiilties 
they had to contend with. 

Mr. Nickalls %vas judged to be a proper person ; and he delivered 
his report, and a plan for a good harbour, according to the orders of 
sessions, in April and September, 1782. He said, that the harbour at 
Dover could never be considered as a national object, unless a plan 
could be adopted, to make it capable of receiving large ships ; and 
there were only ten feet six inches of water, at the apron in the cross 
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%vall, at neap tides, and they were in effect reduced to nine, by Taying 
the sill of the gates eighteen inches higher than they ought to have 
d<Hie. . . 

With so small a quantity of back water, at neap tides, he informed 
them, that it would be impossible to remove a bar, and keep open a 
harbour, and especially, as a considerable quantity of the back water 
was lost, by leaking through the works. 

The form, of the pent he considered as a very great defect, which 
ought to be remedied. It was too narrow at the upper part; and the 
great dechvity from the outside to the middle, and from the three-gun 
battery to the sluice at the bridge, prevented it from receiving mcH^ 
tlian forty-seven thousand one hundred and sixty tuns of water at neap 
tides* This small quantity, when united with that in the bason, and 
discharged by turning gates, in the least time possible, into the outer 
harbour, would not cover the surface of it more than thirty inches deep; 
and it was totally inadequate to the force required ; and without con- 
siderable alterations, a bar, formed at the neap, must remain until the 
spring tides. 

To remedy these defects, Mr. Nickalls proposed increasing the 
area of the pent,* to about thirteen acres and one half, which he con- 
sidered as a very large bason of water. 

The deepest part of the bed of the pent being four feet six mches 
higher than the apron in the cross wall, he proposed sinking the whole 
space to a level with it; and the same of the area of the bason. 

This would give from seventeen to eighteen feet of water, at neap 
tides ; and at the spring, from seventeen to twenty-four feet. 

By extending the heads two hundred feet ftirther into the sea, he 
expected the pebbles would be driven by the current into deep water, 
beyond the harbour; but of this he was not certain; and therefore it 
was necessary to provide for the worst, by having canals and sluices in 



' Bet Nickali'i plan and report 
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in the heads, to deaoBe every part of the works ; that the commission- 
ers might not be subject to the heavy eipences they had been at, in 
the years. 1727 and 17S3, when it cost them four thousand pounds for 
removing the mud out of the pent and the bason. 

He observed, in heavy rains, that the water descending from the 
hills was very turbid, before it reached the river ; and if it was con-^ 
fined in that state in the jpent, it would precipitate its impurities over 
the whole surface* To prevent thb, he proposed to make a canal, to 
turn the river into the middle of the pent ; where, if it .deposited what 
U brought down from the hills, he could, by opening of the gates^ 
drive down all the sediment to the loww part of the pent, and, by the 
curve, it would be carried on by the force of the water, through the 
large canal, into the outer harbour. 

When the bason wanted cleansing, the pent water was to be let 
throiugti a sluice, of a particular construction, at the three-gun bat- 
tery, to spread the water over the surface, to drive the mud through 
the duices in the cross wall. 

The same sluices, and the new canal, were to cleanse the new 
bason. To remove the bar, when formed at the entrance into the 
harbour, he proposed to have canals, in eadi head, four feet deep and 
eight wide, which would deliver sixteen thousand tuns of water in a 
minute, upon the middle of the bar. He said, if the quantity of 
the water he considered, and the weight of it multiplied into the ve- 
locity, it would be sufficient to remove any bar that could be formed. 

Ijiis harbour, when finished, would be capable of containing three 
hundred sail of ships ; and the largest frigate in the royal navy might 
ride on float in the bason,, or the deepest part of the pent ; and a 
sixty-gun ship miglit go into dock, at spring tides, near the three-gun 
battery. 

l|is plan, sMad the contrivances for cleansing each part of the har- 
bour, and for removing the bar, will speak for themselves ; and his 
estimate for completing the whole amounted to i£60,000. 

Bb 
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Though the retenue of the baibour was iasiiffieieBt to carry tliit 
plan into immediate e]cecution, all th6 works done under the direo 
tion of Mn Nickalls^ were according to the design lie bad offered to 
the commissioners. 

Wliile be was employed^ he cased the cross walU on botii sides» 
With stone, aiid made two ne^ sinices in it ; and some biiadf«d feet 
of the n^harfs were built with stone^ and the foundation kid eight 
feet below the surface, with a view of sinking the bottom to a level 
with the greater line at spring tides. He bad cleansed the bason of k 
prodigious quantity of mud ; and by enlarging the passage into the 
pent, and lowering the apron at the gates, he made room for large 
vessels to enters and there was a prospect of its bring once more 
useful. 

Mr. Nickalls was empkyed in the harbour several years, and he 
was capable of making improvements ; but he had not learned, frmn 
experience^ to estimafte the price of labour in public works. 

He probably estimated as a private individual superitttendittg his 
workmen ; and it waa thought very strange, by his employers, that he 
never was accurate, either in the expence, or the time when any 
troek would be finished ; and be wns dismissed from his employment, 
and his plan has been laid aside as an impracticable project. 

It is evident, irom the reports of the di^rent engineers, that 
they have all followed each other, with some tittle variation, in pro^ 
posing a plan to prevent the pebbles from ciollectiDg in the mouth of 
the harbour, without ever considering how they are driven there^ 

It appears from Mr. Di^S' papers, that, in his time, the mari^ 
ners had found, from forty years experience and observation, that, as 
the groins filled with pebbles to the westward, they were driven round 
the ends by strong westwardly winds, and they uniformly formed a 
bar in the harbour; neither did the extending the works into the sea 
prevent it* 

Mr. Nickalls observed, that when Cheeseman^s head was first 
built with stone, the bars were less frequent; and he might have 
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added, diat it was only until it filled to the westward, and tlieQ they 
weve driven, round the end, into 4lie«&trance of the pier, as usual. ^ 
. He ftirtker reia^ilced, that an important eflfect had beai prodiib^, 
by building Cheeseman^s ^lead one hundred and thirty-three feet into 
the sea ; &)r it had chiecked the force of liie current at the south pier 
head; and it was found of great advantage to ships sailing with certain 
winds into the h^tfbour. 

:^ougli this efiect was observed^ it did not leiad to any further 
discovery of the setting of die cfiTvent round projectionei built cross it 
ia the sea ; and it has been ewing to l^is unaccountable inattention,* 
that so mmiy schemes have been proposed, and so muc^ mi^ey ex^ 
pended, in usefless and idle projects. 

After the dismission of Mr. Nickalls, from his employment in thci 
harbour, Sir Henry -Oxenden, baronet, and a commissioner,* under-^ 
took to direct the works ; and, if we may judge from hi^ att^htion^ to 
the business, he acted from the best of motives. Hie north head being 
con«dered in a dang^DUs state, he, i^ the ye^r 179I9 ordered siity- 
five feet, at the extreme part of it, next the sea, to 'be taken down; 
and he rebuilt it in a substantial and masterly manner. * 

There is reason to believe that he found, upon trial, some of his 
experiments did not answer bis expectation ; and that it required ex- 
perience and practice to counteract the difficulties there were to con*- 
tend with ; and, as the harbour was considerably in debt, he ieflfc the 
arduous undwtaking, oi procuring an open harbour, to his suc^ 
cesjsors. > 

As the old part of the north head was considered in a dangerous 
state, Messrs. Bentiie ^nd 'Walker made a survey, aiid^ a report in the 
year 180t»; that it was their opinion, the south head should 4>e carried 
out two hundred feet beyond the north head; but their plan was not 
adopted. 

In the storm whidh ^happened in January, 1808, a considerable 
length of the old work, on the inside of the north pier head, was 
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beaten down by the waves; and the harbour was in a perilous situa- 
tion* Mr. Moon, the harbour-master, undertook to repair one hun- 
dred and ninety-five feet of this work, and he completed it with credit 
to himself, and to the satisfaction of his employers. 

Mr. Moon, having obtained a favorable opinion of the Warden 
and his a3»sistants, he next presented to them a report, the twenty-^ 
first of April, 1811, containing an account of the repairs which were 
necessary, and of the improveiftents which might be made, on the 
south-west side of the pier. He acquainted them, that, during the 
nineteeii years he had been harbour-master, he had accustomed him- 
self to attend to the different plans which had been offered for the im- 
provement of the harbour ; and he thought it his duty to offer them 
his opinion on the most certain and expeditious miethod for removing 
the obstructions which had baffled the skill of ail those who attempted 
the arduous task before hitn. 

He knew it had been a favorite plan with the ^igineers, who had 
been consulted how to prevent the beach from collecting in the moudi 
of the harbour, to propose extending the heads ftirther into the sea^ 
and to alter their form ; but these he considered totally inadequate ta 
to the purpose. 

The endeavouring to convey the b^ach into deep water, that it 
mi^t pass into the bay, without entering the harbour, was, at the best, 
but a vain att^npt ; he thought, it was time to try, if the back water 
could be made more useful to them, by conducting it to a point, where 
it might act with all its force on the bar, and remove it more expe- 
ditiously. 

As the south head was in a very dangerous state, he advised the 
ie*building it in the same manner as the north head ; but with a canal 
in it, to deUver the water firom the bason, nearer the bar. 

A dry dock was also very much wanted; he therefore advised the 
making of one iir the space between the boom-house and the houses in 
Kin^s Head street. 
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Hb proposed the work to be 6arHed on as expeditiously as thtiir 
income would afibrd; but not to run the harbour in debt. 

The Warden and his assistants appointed him theiengineer for the 
harbour, and they adopted his plan> and they directed him to prepare 
materials for the work* 

In the year. 18IS» ibfi digging of the foundation was b^gun ; but 
when the workmen had got below the level of low water mark, it was 
found impmcticable to proceed, the water having flowed in so fast.upon 
th^. 

Mr. Walker was applied to,, to assist Mr. Moon throii^ this difr 
ficulty ; and he offered, another report, the thirteenth of August, ^812. 

He proposed a4opting the old notion of conveying* the beach into 
deep water, by carrying out the south. head to low water mark with 
stone^ .with a canal in it, as proposed by Mr. Moon. 

He intended, that the termination of the south head should becir* 
cular ; as that form was the best adapted to resist the force of the waves ; 
and it would do the least injury to vessels striking against it, saiUng 
into the harbour, in tempestuous weather. 

Many arguments were (^ered in defence of his plan ; and he said^ 
that Joseph Huddert, Esq. one of the best nautical engineers in the 
country, approved of it. . 

The canal, he proposed, to be of cast iron, as it. could be laid 
more expeditiously, and would be cheaper. 

The estimate, delivered in by Mr. Walker, .was| as follows : 

The stone head 35^446 17 8 

The cast iron canal 11^001 5 11 

Dock 20,516 7 

Total.... ^66,964 4 2 



Mr. Huddert, upon examining this plan, was doubtful of its an- 
swering ; and the sum being too great to hazard upon an uncertainty^ 
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Mn Moon's plan was preferred brfore it ; and thej hoped t9 hA able 
to accomplish the work, as the tonnage duty was restored, which had 
been taken irom them* 

After they had persisted in their fdly, in .endeavouring to make 
an useful harbour at Rye, without a probability of success, the legis-* 
latuie put an end to Uieir weak and ineffectual efforts, by discontinu- 
ing the tonnage duty, which had been taken from* Dover. 

^ It may appear stooge to some persons, that, when this ikct was 
passed, there was not any application made for the duties to return to 
Dc^er harbour. It was not until the ferty-sevonth year of George the 
Thinly 1 807, that <liey were empowered to recede again the tonnage 
duty on all shipping, ftom twenty tons to three hundMd, passing from, 
to, or by Dover, excepting vessels wholly laden with coals. These 
were to pay one penny halfp^iny the chaldron, «id the same for 
everjr ton of grindstmie, Portland, and Purbeck 6tone. 

Light is now beginning to diqpel the mist of those errors, which 
blinded (tie. eyes of ^mr ancestors, respecting the pebbles raovrag m 
deep water; we may, therefore, reasonably hope, that scone person 
of wealth and influence will, in time, see the necessity f)f recommend- 
ing an attempt to dimraish, or render lev frequent, an evil, which 
the experience of upwards of two centuries wfll shew us it is impossi- 
ble to prevail. 

It is in vain to persist in oounftemetingthe unifonn laws of na*^ 
ture ; but it wiM be acting dise^feetly, w^en the sum is 4mt trifling, 
when compared with what has been expended to but little purpose, to 
endeavour to remove the Impediments which retard the progress of the 
pebbles to the eastwards tl&at they may pass on moce quickly into 
their regular course. 
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Fiom some drcumstandes, which have ieientlj ocearred, the litte 
Mr. Pitt; Warden of the Cinque Ports, at a harbour sesaiotis, in 180S, 
proposed making some alteration in the system for the renewing of the 
leaMS bekmgii^ to tkie harbour. It had' been the usual method with 
the boasd, to charge two shiiHngs and six-pence in the pound, accord^ 
amg to the value of the premises, as rated in the assessment for the re- 
lief of the poor ; and as tiiis had been a ruk nearly two centuries, the 
iMiehoUlers considered it permanent, and they were very much 
alarmed at any proposed alteration ; and, without waiting to know the 
4etennination oi the commissioners, they presented a memorial t5 
them, on Tuesday, the SOth of August, 1803, to point out the im- 
pfriicy of any material alteration. 

They represented to the board, that sooh a step would involve 
thousands of the inhabitants in difficaltics, and aflfect prop^ty to an 
immense amount. 

They further said, that the indorsement, upon the back of their 
leases^ had always been considered as an implied contract for the re- 
newal of their leases, at the time assigned them; and this produced 
such a confidence, that their estates Imve been regularly sold, as- 
signed, mortgaged, and .devised by willy as a fineehold; and that the 
existing term had never be^i an object of consideration. 

They added, that it was this confidence which converted a barven 
and tinproductive spot, whose annual valne, at the time of granting 
the charter, was reckoned M no imove than twenty-<me pounds four 
shiUings, to k ddar lient of between aix and seven hundred pounds a 
year, in a pitogressive state of advancement. 

If a system so injurious to the leaseholders should be adopted, 
they doubted not but it would destroy that confidoice from which the 
increased rents had arisen, and a depreciation of their estates, and 
the ruin of the town, would be the consequence. 

They begged leave further to remark, that their case was of a pe- 
culiar nature, and required to be considered upon its own grounds 
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alone. As delay would be hurtful to individuals, they hoped that a 
.speedy and a favourable conclusion of the business would be deter- 
mined by the board. 

J Though all business relative to the harbour estates M^as stopped, 
^neither the leaseholders, nor any one, could sell, or raise money on 
.their premises ; and the personift who had purchased Paradise pent, at 
Hie sum of j£3522, and at a yearly rent of upwarda of forty-seven 
, pounds, and had not erected their houses, ceased building, and many 
leases were expired; yet the leaseholders were kept in suspence be^ 
<tween eight and oiine years, before they received thb final determina- 
tion of the board. 

At a session of the honorable Warden and assistants of Dover 
harbour, holden the thirty^first of October, 1812, 

*. It was ordered, that leases of all such parts of the harbour estates, 
in the town, to which there is no claim arising out of possession, shall 
be granted at their full value. 

That the leases of all the other estates, in the town (with the 
exception of the houses in Paradise pent), shall be called in and 
-cancelled, and new leases granted, for sixty one years, fnom Lady- 
day next, at three shillings and six-pence in the pound, upon their 
fair annual value; the interest of those persons whose leases are ui^ 
expired, being duly considered. The new leases to contain a clause 
of renewal, at the end of twenty one years, upon such terms as the 
board shall then think just and equitable. 

That the above resolutions be made known to |the lease- 
holders by the register, and that such of them as shall be desirous of 
taking out- their leases upon those terms, do signify the same to the 
roister, on or before the sixth day of April next, or they will be pre- 
cluded from the benefit of these terms. 

That leases be .granted of the housfes in Paradise pent, for the 
term of ninety-nine y«ears, commencing .from the time ' the lessees 
. respectively paid for the grant of their original leases, at the same 
ground rents which are now paid. 
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S<Hith*we8t of the harbour, and on the south side of the Plain, 
near tiie end of Beach*street, there was formerly a small chapel^ 
which was built by a northern nobleman, to perpetuate the memory 
of his preservation, when shipwretked^ and cast on the shore on the 
place where he erected the building. 

This edifice was dedicatsd to Saint Maqr, and called the chapel 
of Our Lady of Pity. The vestments used here by the priest, were 
richly onbroidered with gold lace. The commissioners, at the sup- 
pression of the religious hppse^i seized the sacred vesseLn iwhich weM 
valued at one hundred marlcs* ^ . 

This chapel, in a course of time^ was taken possession of,, for m 
habitation, by a poor fisherman^ Over, the door there was a stone, 
with the arms of £nglandt impaling JPraace. There was alsQ aabther 
stone, near the.sta^.with a jose, and a crown; the d^te 153(X. 

This chapel was prpbably washed down, with several <lther bttUd« 
ings, w the year 1576, by a very, tempestuous sea» 
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The origin of ancient jurisdiction in England. How formed. Laws 
established by Alfred. Great encroachments made by William the 
First. The Cinque Ports regain their privileges. Ancient method 

* 4ff electing magistrates at Dover: Punishment for refusing to serve 
the office of Mayor. Custom observed in receiving the King^s bailiff. 
His duty. An attempt to change the custom of electing the magis- 

^tfaies^ whieh^ in timei failed. A second attempt^ which succeeded^ 
until the Interregnum. The freemen recovir tJieir rights. Finally 
lost J after the restoration. Proceedings of the magistrates. They 
obtain a new charter^ disown it^ and act by their own plan. 

It has frequently been said, that the first rude outline of a code 
of laws, for the government of England, was formed in the forests, in 
Germany, by warriors; who associating, and mutually agreeing, 
under certain regulations, were to assist each other, either for defence 
or conquest. 

'As war, and the chace, were the constant stimulants, which 
roused the energy of barbarians, and were the principal sources from 
which they drew their subsistence ; their consequence, in society, de* 
pended much more upon their personal valour, than their birth; 
though they sometimes derived distinction from it ; but political rank 
and power were only to be acquired by achieving great actions. 



' Gibbon's Rom. Hift 8to, p. 903. 
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As they could not claim the first ranks among men, by being de- 
scended from those in high stations, they trained up the youtlis, bom 
of free parents, to learn to defend themselves against an invading 
enemy ; and when they arrived at a state of manhood, they wer^ in^ 
vested wifth a spear and a shield, and admitted members of their mi- 
litary assemblies. Those who were distinguished by their experience 
and their wisdcMtn, administered justice, or rather endeavoured to re- 
concile differences ; for the spirit of a freeman, with arms in his hands, 
would not readily submit to any indignity. 

The leader, or the war king, of a piratical or plundering party, 
was looked up to, much more for his example, than his birth ; and 
his consequence was diminished, when the expedition ceased,' in which 
they had been engaged. While they contented theitiselves with mak- 
ing excursions, and returning with what booty they could collect, 
they paid, but little attention to landed property, in their frozen cli- 
mates; and they made frequent distributions of that which they cul- 
tivated ; but when the swarms from the northern hives were about to 
quit their gloomy forests, and to seek a permanent settlement, in a 
more southern and fertile situation, it was necessary to enter into a 
new compact with their leaders; namely, that the country which they 
subdued, by the sword, should be divided between them, by lot.- 

'After Genserie, the king of the Vandals, had permitted his li- 
centious troops to satiate their rage and their avarice, he instituted a 
more regular system of rapine and opprsssion. " The lands of the pe- 
ninsular province, which formed the immediate district of Carthage, 
were accurately meiasured, and divided among the barbarians; and the 
conqheror preserved, fpr his own peculiar domain^ the fertile teriitory 
of Byzaciuni, and the adjacent parts of Numidia and-Getulia^-^ > 



r ... 

^ OikbonVRom. Histr 8to. rol. 0, p. SO.^Procopiua de BeL YandtLc. 5, p. 189, IMl 
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It i9 highly probable, that the Saxon duds adopted a similar plan^ 
and they divided the lands, which they acquired by conquest, by lot, 
among their as80ciq.|tes, upon the conditions of rendering military ser«- 
vice, to defend and secure what they had obtained by their valour. It 
was the opinipn of Lord Cpke, that all lands> In England, were anci* 
ently ii^cluded in the royal domains,' and the great barons wereeefeoflfed 
with lordships and manors, upon conditions that they performed cer- 
^in military service*. The barons were also obliged to grant, to thw 
favorites, a sufficient quantity of their lands, to have th^xi always in 
readiness^ to foUoi^ them in the field, when the King called for their 
(B«ryice. 

It is certain, that the lands held by the Anglo-Saxons, were subject 
to fjl^eiryd^ wh^i^h ^9^ rigoroqsly exacted ; and those who were remiss 
in 4Y^ch£^rging their part of the social compact, were severely punished. 
3)iis was paying the foundation of the feudal syirtem; and it partook of 
.tt>p most essential parts of it. Several of the cities, towns, $(nd burghs, 
.were ^nder th^ jurisdiction of earls, or barons, and they shared the 
rental with their royal master ; and a^ the inhabitants acquired personal 
property, they entered into confederations, and giidscripts, to pro- 
mote their own interests. There was not only a special union in each 
of th^ tQwns of the Cinque Ports, but ^ general one to protect the co^t 
^gainpt piratiqal parties, and tp assist each other, in case of an attack 
^om a pontraQn enemy« There was a gild at Dover, and the gilhala 
of the bw^gesses is mentioned in the Doomsday Book. 

Under tlie Saxon government, every man was obliged to have 
borh^ or surety, to answer for his good conduct; and he who could 
9Qt produce borh was considered as a very suspicious p^son. It has 
been said* that the system of borh originated with Alfred j but it was 



* Lord Coke, Seldon, Bacon, Owen, and otlien, for Saxon fends. Against them, Crag, 
Lorj ;qal9, Sopner, Sjidnm, fitoidj, and otk^n. For the fiddle patbj Btockitone, Ilalrym. 
pie, and Saliran. 
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probably of a higher antiquity. It might be expected, that a man of 
his great and penetrating genius, would collect, revise, and improve 
tho^e laws, which had long been neglected, and trampled upon, by 
(x>nteDding parties, striving for superiority, and endeavouring to Ao^ 
tate terms for each other. After a long night of ignorance, Alfred was 
the first of the Saxon Kings, who formed a regular and general system 
of jurisprudence, for the better government of his kingdom; and 1m 
endeavoured to accommodate it, to soften the rude, tempers, and fierce 
passions of a warlike people. He collected from traditionary evidence^ 
and fix)m the decisions of his predecessors, who difiered in their pro« 
ceedings in their peculiar districts, as some of them were guided by the 
Mercian, some by the Saxon, and othen by the Danish law ; and after 
he had digested this rude massi, and reduced it to a regular system, he 
caused this new code to be entered in a book, which he called the Liber 
Judicialis ; and he ordered it to be deposited in his palace, at Winches^ 
ter, where he kept his court To ensure success to his^undertaking, he 
placed the execution of his laws in the hands of his great men. 

Ab the Danish invasion had materially altered tlie ancient police 
of the kingdom,, and different districts frequently annoyed each otkeo 
in their depredatory excursions, Alfred found it expedient to make 
some change in the ancient provincial divisions of the kingdom; and 
to e»eh county, hundbed, and tything, he gave a jurisdiction; and' 
he introduced a gradual vSuboidination^ from the Thane to th^ lowest 
freeman* 

The least division was a tything, fi^uLtlje SaxenTaolhange, whachi 
includes the number of ten men, witii tli^ir fami^iies, united in a so* 
ciety, and bound to the King for the peaceable behaviour of each' 
other. Of these .societies tbeoe was one principal person, who, from 
his office, was calted tything man. It a)so signified a court. By the 
law, ^^ every man was to have borh, and the borh was to pMduce him 
to every legal charge, and if he had committed any offence, and es« 
caped, the bor)i was to bear wh^it he ought to have bpnie. If it was 
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theft, and his borh could bring hfin forward within ten months, then 
wliat the borh paid was to be returned/' 

These petty jurisdictions* had eacfc authority* to hold a court, to 
«ettle disputes among neighbours, which^ if suffered to continue, might 
break the peace of the tything. 

"The Imndred probably consisted of ten tytliings; and the head 
maa in each free family was a member of the hundred court; isfnd if 
he. was Buimnoned, he was obliged to attend, under a penalty. In 
this court, a King's thane, or a baron, presided; and it wasneces* 
sary, that he should have five hides of land, and a beat of justice; 
The courts, where the suits were heard and determined, were within 
the iiiclosure, which was the general receptacle for the cattle of the 
villagers, and in which stood the baronial mansion. 

The hundreds still retain their names,' but their jurisdictions Imve 
devolved to the county courts, e:iccepting where they have continued in 
the xrown, or been granted as a privilege to a particular district, and 
so remain as a franchise. This has been the case, ever since the reign of 
£dward the Third, ^ when the hundred courts, which had been farmed 
out by the i^eriffs, were annexed to the county courts. When we read 
of any hundred court, the sheriff has now no. authority there, unless 
they refuse to discharge their duty. 

. It was from the plan which Alfred adopted, for the rural courts, 
that aisystem was formed for the administration of justice in cities and 
in towns. When the King gave them a charter of emancipation, with 
privileges^ it was absolutely necessary that he should add the power of 
holding a court, to try and punish offenders against their privileges, for 
the benefits were int^ided to be reciprocal between the parties ; and if 
a sovereign raised the principal inhabitants of a town to the rights of 
fireemen, they w«re either to pay him a certain yearly sum, or to per- 
fi>rm stipulated services ; and it required a controuling power, in their 
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own body, to compel their citizens to discharge their proportionable 
part of the contract* 

' When the inhabitants of a town acquired personal freedom, they 
received with it municipal jurisdiction, and power of administering jus- 
tice, within their own franchise ; of levying taxes ; of embodying and 
training their militia, for defending their own walls; and, if called 
upon, they were to oppose the King's enemies in the field. 

•The incorporating a town, with exclusive privilege, in England, 
was prior to the Norman Conquest ; for as early as Edward the Con- 
fessor, Dover had the liberty of holding a court, for the administration 
of justice, and an exemption from answering to any plea beyond their 
own jurisdiction. 

The town of Dover was the first of the Cinque Ports incorporated 
with privileges for stipulated services, and they had power to elect their 
chief magistrate frcnn their own community ; but his authority always 
ceased with his office, at the end of the year. 

The charters granted to the Barons of the Cinque Ports, by the 
Kings of the Norman lifte, were not charters of enfranchisement from- 
a state of slavery,' but a confirmation of privileges, which they had en* 
jbyed before the conquest. 

About the year 1066^ Williatn the First had it hinted to the in- 
corporated towns, that presents would be acceptable to him : and, :to 
eDicoura;ge them to be Uberal, he artfully held out the flattering prospect 
of confirming Adr privileges, as far as they concerned the administra* 
tion of justice^ and the keeping of the peace in their own franchise. 

The King might at that time intend it, and he granted charters 
of confirmation of liberties to several of the incorporated towns; but 
after he had made considerable encroachments on the property of his 



' Essay on the British Const, p. 14, 16. 
* Smitli*8 Wetltk of Nations, toI. % p. ia4,r-Madox1 Firna Bargha, p. 18.— Hist Exch. p. ttS* 

'. Brady's JBUsL of fioicotighf, p. J> 3, . 



Digitized by 



Google 



i 



200 IIISTORT OP 

English subjects/ to gratify the rapacitj of hi$: Noriaan foltowert, he 
was apprehensive, that if he should leave the govefnraeat of toivnt in 
select bodies 6f people, it would be ia effect ttiiitbigffth^itiaga2ii9t him- 
self, in case of any insurrection. la ord^ to ^reVetit fires ill (M tolrnsy 
hiHH with wdod^ tindf at the same ttme, to cfaecik tte iirtiiibitMits. fronl. 
fbrining: coAdpiracies in thdr nobturned ise^tingl, he had il pi!oclaime4' 
that all persojto dhouM extinguish their fines^ and retire to resti at the 
ringiAg Of the curfeMr bell. ^ To prereat the people from; disabe^ug this 
law; he scmt »ugch of hiis Normati foUowcts he cmiid best jc^Mfi in» t9t 
take the gov^rament of all the fortified t^ities amd tx^wn* into th^ir owii 
hands; From that time, the <^cial titles of ThtQQ.stod ^Idomtda 
ceased. He next commanded, that the laws of Edward the CooJewor 
should be practiced in the courts in the Norman toogUe^ .with such ad- 
ditions, as time and expmence might direct him to make. This Was 
putting his finger upon the main art»y of the legal and political con- 
stitution, and stopping the currrat oi^ all power and justice^ whidi did 
not inunediately flow frote himsdf, through hisr favorites; for he ap- 
pointed the principal officers in every privileged juriedictioni and whwa 
he removed at his; pleasure^ 

This was adopting an effectual plan, to dejurive the incorporated 
cities and towivs of their privilegcss^ attd to keep his English subjects 
in perfect awe of him. The liberties whioh Edward th^ Confessor had 
granted to the BaroBs of the Cinque Portly were all ^weeped off ^y 
this new ilystetti of government; and they were obliged to subiqit to. 
such laws, as. were dictated to them by their arbitrary conquerors. 
By changing the Saxon feuds^ he affected the tenure of most <^ the 
landed property in the kii^ora. 

The inhabitants of all the emancipated cities atid.town«, which, 
had been enfranchised under the Saxon Kings, felt the effects of this 
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change in their government moBt severely rand the only consolation 
they had was, in hoping^ diat some favorable erant voidd arise, for 
them to recover those privileges, which had been wrested from them 
by the strong hand of power, !j ' ; .,.; 

The inhabitants of the Cinque Ports were among. the fbiemost of 
those, who were watching for a iavora1>le moment, to. re^n their po- 
litical im|)ortanoe ; and under the bartermg Kii\g Biehard, aend the 
distressed King John, they recovered all they hadlost^ BoHi these 
misguided Kings confirmed, in general terms,: their liberies ahdfiiee^ 
customs ; which were tifterwards partieoiarly mentioned in their char- 
ters, by their successors : and the Barons of the 'Cinc|iie Ports were to 
enjoy them as fully as their ancestors had done under the Confinsor, 
or William the Conqueror. 

Among tte various privileges gmnted them, they were to have 
the liberty of holding courts ; and they and their successors were, for 
ever, to have their leets and law days, and the liberty to erect gal- 
lowses within each port, and member of the ports, and to give judg- 
ment upon all occasions^ according to the privilege of in&ngtheff and 
utfangtheff, and to the custom anciently used in the ports, and their 
members ; without the lett, impediment, or questioning of the King, 
his heirs, justices, coroners, escheators, sherifis, and others his bailiffs 
and officers whatsoever. And that the said mayors, jurats^ and baili£b, 
and officers, may have and hold, by a: complaint before th«n, to be 
relieved in the. court of any potft or member, at any place, day, or 
time most convenient to be held, according to .'custom ; and all sorts 
of pleas and actions, real, personal, and mixed, happening by sea or 
by land, within any such port or member. They may also attach 
those persons, and commit them to prison, and be Oyer and Termi* 
ner of all and every the said i^eas, and give judgment upon proois 
and executioui according to the custom of the ports. 
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At that time the icihabitants of the Cinque Ports, like those in 
the Xionl tithings, vn&te divided into two^ or more classes ; and it was 
only, such asi could paj soot and lot were considered as free bitrons. 
It was from this part of the community/ that the mayor, and other 
magistrates; -widre'choseni at Dover, m the followmg manner. 

« Those, whoienjoyedrifaefi^hts^ of ^ee burgesses, were summoned 
eatly.isi the mording^% the: blowing of a horn, in each of the dif- 
ferent wariis, cTfti the Eighth day of September, being the festival of 
Saiitt^Mary the Virgib ;. and it appears, fvom the oldest recoids of 
theii? pi Qoeediiigs^^ iiioBitrth^yi assembled in Sai<it Peter's church. The 
old ohief'^ma^^istiwte^ >wfabse' year expired at noon, was obliged to be 
pret^it, and to'bhuwg with hini the town box, the seal of office, the 
charter, and their records ; and while their privileges were generally 
known, the contents of the box were carefully examined^ to see if 
enrery thing was safe. 

. They then proceeded to elect their hew mayor, by vote, out of 
their own body, for the year etrsuing. At tb*t time, they were too' 
jealous of .their liberties, to trast power in the bands of their own citi- 
zens for a longer time than a year ; and, at the expiration of that 
tem^ they took the power from' those \ffab bad abused it. If the per- 
son they dected to th^ mayoralty was not present to take the oath, 
(wliich.was tp be tjnie to the King, to maintain the liberties and the 
franchises of the town, and to do justice to the rich and poor,) they 
did Jiot discharge the old mayor. If the new chief magistrate was 
present, and refused to tdce the> oath, they claioied the privilege of 
pulling down his. house as a punishment. 

If the mayor was convicted of any capital offence, during his 
mayoralty, he was immediately to be discharged from his office ; and 
if he died before the expiration of the year, the freemen were sum* 
moned, in the usual qianiler, to diect another in his place. 



^ MSS. Cufltomal of DoTer. 
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Similar methods were adopted/ibr chusing^' a ohi<^ ^gikrate in 
the other corporate totims; -within the libertiea df the Citique Portia. 
At Rye^ they punched their chief Inagistratey as-' tbey clid at Dover, 
if he refused to be sworn after his etection ^ but at Itomney/ \fin^ 
diekea, and Hastings, they only ttmied l^e family out of their house, 
and sealed up the doors> and the windowts w^th theilr^al of ofilce. 
If either the mayor elect; dr any of his family, btoke the seal^ and 
entered the house, they were all eommitted to prison ; and th^re the]f 
were to i^emain, in safe custody^ until he took the oath, and accepted 
the office^ to which he wa^ ekct^d by the votes of his ielloAt eiti^eus. 

Hie panishinetit, which the barons of the Cinque Potts inflicted 
on the person thfey had elected for their chief tktagistrate, for refusiiig 
to take tlfc office, proves the antiquity of their eustomals ; for a simi^ 
lar mode of puni&ihmetit is mentioned to have beeti anciently inflicted 
an conspirators/ and persons convicted of giving false evidence. 
They were, with their wives and childreA, turned but of their* habita- 
tions; and their houses were not only pullbd dbi^n,' but rased from 
the foundations. 

As instances might happen, in such popalat assemblies, of electa 
ing a chief magistrate, incapable of discharging the duties of )iis office, 
the old mayor, at Dover, might, in siich a eftiit,^r^j6ct their choice, 
aud oblige theta to proceed to a new election: ^ 

The chief magistrates, at Dover, WincSielsea, and ftyfe, foUoWeA 
the plan of their Saxon ancestors, who, in every hundred, selected 
twelve thanks, or freemen, to assist the Judge, as itaentiotied in the 
laws of King Ethelred;* and there were twelve chosen, in each of the 
Cinque Ports, to assist the mayor, and were called jurats, upon their 
being sworn on entering into office. 
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After the mayor had made choice of his associates, to assist him 
in his judicial capaicity, they jointly^ with ^he whole body of the free 
l^arons assembled, proceeded to the election of their common clerk, 
and their inferior officers. The business of the. day being completed, 
the charter, the seal, and the records, were all re-placed in the box, 
and carried hcujoie to the new mayor's house. 

£ach of the Cinque Ports, and their towns, had an officer, sent 
them, commissioned by the King, and called his bailiflf. It was a part 
of his duty to. take care, that the privileges, granted to the barons of 
the Cinque Ports, were not applied to the prejudice of the King, his 
crown, or dignity/ He was to receive all prisoners into his custody; 
and to take proper security of persons, according to the nature of the 
plea, and, jointly with the mayor, to hear all causes and appeals, and 
to receive all fines and amercements, forfeited to the King, as well as 
the exports and imports of the place where he resided. He was also 
to assist in preserving the peace ; but his power did not extend to the 
amercing of a freeman, without the consent of the mayor; ' 

When a new bailiff was sent to any of the Cinque Ports,* they de- 
manded of him his commission, sealed with white wax, under the 
great seal,, and a letter for their attendance, sealed with green wax ; 
and if he could npt. produce them, ^they would not* receive him,, nor 
suffer him to act. The difference in the colours of the wax, were 
points they always insisted on ; nor would they receive him, if he could 
not produce the proper documents.' 

His letter, which was probably sent from the Exchequer, was to 
this effect : — 

'' We have commissioned our beloved C. D. to be Bailiff of the town and 
port of Dover^ during our pleasure^ that he may answer to our Exchequer> 



' Spelman'i Gloc—Bradj's Hist toI. % ]k U% 
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tot ^ exports wA imports to be by bim ncaived; and we command yoo to at- 
tend die said bailiffj in all tbings pertaining to bis office; and be is to receive 
twelve pence a day* All tbis you will answer/' 

. On the veceipt of this letter, the barons of the town were assem*- 
Ued, .by the blowing of the horn for a common hall, to meet the bai* 
liff ; and if he produced the necessary credentiak, they received him. 
He: was. first sworn to be faithAil to the King, and to preserve the 
lights and the privileges of the town; and he was then permitted to 
enter on his oflice. 

He next elected his own deputy, and he was answerable ibr his 
conduct ; and if he embeazled the King's dues, his principal was to 
make good all d^ciencies. 

The.baiM was to have lands, within the franchise, sufficient to 
answer, both to' the King, and the barons of the Cinque Pbrtis, in* case 
he neglected to make his returns into the exchequer, or illegally op- 
piessed the people. If he did not make. satisfaction to those he in- 
jured, he was to fqrfeit ten pounds. If he had not property to this 
amount, within the franchise, they might attach his person, and take 
him before their Warden, at the expence of the King. If the bailiff 
was convicted of a. felonious act, the care of the prison devolved to the 
mayor ; and a person was appointed, by the guardian of the Ports, to 
preserve the King's dues, until another bailiff could be appointed. 

For.several centuries, the Barons of the Cinque Ports enjoyed the 
right of electing their chief magistrate, their conmion clerk, and their 
inferior, officers, out of th^ir own body, and of receiving the King'« 
bailiff; but, in the reign of Henry the Eighth, there was a plan formed 
to narrow their privileges. 

It is a fact, which cannot, be denied, thai popular elections are 
too often attended with riot and amfiision ; for where interest and am^- 
bition are the ruling pnhcaples, with contending parties, they are sdU 
dom very nice in the measures they adopt, to deceive, and gain over 
the majority of the people. 
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In an act of the court of btotbeiiiboij, which was passed at Rom*, 
nej, on the third day of August, 1526, by the niaybrt, jurats, and 
other persons there assembled, it is said, *' that in all the towns within 
their jurisdictioo, .there had been great disBen^iotis in deeting the chief 
magtstrate, and that them had been matiyunlawftil aasfeinbliei, boli 
befdrb axid after the day of Section, which |;eiieraUy end^din AkitQtb^- 
iog the public peace, in unpedidg the admioistratioa of jnstioe^' and 
vilifyitig each other's character ; and it was necessary to adopt a«pe^y 
remedy, to prevent such tumultuous proceedings in fnttne/' 

Instead of strengthening the arm of the noi^gistfate, in each of the 
ports and their towns, and exerting the civil power Widi v^ur, to sup 
press the feigned or real indiscretions of the people, they ibitned the 
resolution of confining the ri^t of chusing the mayor, and tbeir officers, 
to a sdect number of persons, named by themsdvin* . That they might 
not fail in carrying their design into executicm^ by any of tiidr mem^ 
Hbiers withdrawing from them on. the day o£ trial,, they resolved, that 
every one of them should engage, under a penalty, to be recovei^an 
their own courts, to enforce their decree to the utmost of their power. 
They then resolved^ that from henoeforth, and for ever, thirty-ieven 
petsohS) named by themselves, in each of their ports^ and twienty*four 
in each of their corporate towns, should assume the sole 'right of dect^ 
ing iiheir major and jumts, receiving the King's bailifiV ^M^d appointing 
their bailifFs to. Yarmouth. It. was fiirther readved^ that when the free 
barons, in each of the ports, shoold assemble to elect tfadr chief magi« 
strate, at the accustomed times and {daces, that either the old mayor^ 
6r the baiUff^ or one of the officers, should cause fN*oclamation to be made 
to this eflfectj " We command, and straightly charge. every person^ 
in the King's name, to keep the peace, to lay aside his weapons, and 
not to disturb the electora by giving a voice, under the penalty of ^y 
pence».and imprisonment during. the pleasure'' of this.sdf^eleoted faody 
of assodates, against the common rights of the freemen* By this de« 
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cree it also appears, that lite Barons of the Cinque Ports adopted the 
custom of the Saxons, in appearing armed in their public assemblies. 

When they met at Dover, on the ei^ith day of September, the 
|«oclamation ms made ; and the mayor and the bailiff, with the con* 
sent of tiie jurats, nominated thirty-»seven persons, who were called the 
wisest and most discreet of the barons of the town, and who were 
householder, and indwellers ; and from whom they wore to elect their 
magistrate for the year ensuing. The names of the thirty-seven persona 
bdng f egistered, and called 6ver, by the recorder, he then gave them 
a charge, and directed <^em, according to the oath they had taken at 
tiieir admission (which was to preserve the rights and privileges of the 
town), to retire by themselves, and there secretly to elect one of the 
jurats, without any fevor, k>ve^ or dread, who had been upon the 
b^ch at least one year preceding the day of his election. If the electors 
were not unanimow, tiien a majcmty <kf the thirty-^seyen persons were 
to determine the chMce* 

This bold attempt upon the piimleges of the Baroas of Dover, 
met with considerable opposition, from time to time ; and the self-? 
eleqted ma^strafes, finding, from experience^ that it would be impos*^ 
sible'to maintain their assumied authority, seemed inciiiiid to- lay it 
down'.with a littlte dec«icy^ 

' • ' In the fourth year o£ the reign of Edward the Sijith, tlitey pro* 
posed a meeting with the Barons^of Dover, in the mdnth of August; 
and the contending parties agreed,' that if the thirty-seyeoi men, who 
had been appointed by th6 act o^.bradiherhood, had not fuU power, 
and lawful authority, to elect the magistrates and officers, as tber0 
mentioned:, tiley should then be chosen according to the immepipria} 
practice recorcDed in tibe customal of their port. 

As an act of brotherhood could npt possibly deprive the freemen 
of their right, it was deemed an arbkrary and a wanton stretch of a 



■ MSS. in tlic Britisli Museum. 



Digitized by 



Google 



208 HISTORY OF 

pretended power; and the ancient method of electtng their major 
was again re-adopted at Dover/ 

Though the thirty-sev^i electors reluctantly resigned the autho- 
rity they had so illegally assumed, they did not give up^all ho^ of 
establishing it on a more permanent basis; and, in the .short 8{>ace of 
thirty years, they neiarly completed such a systematic plan, as was 
not to be shaken by the divided efforts of a body of uninformed' 
mariners. 

As they found, by experience, that their system could not be' 
established by an act of brotherhood, they a{i[died, in the reign of 
Elizabeth, to her Majesty^s privy council, for instraction, how to pre- 
vent the growing disturbances, which, it was said, were yearly in- 
creasing with the annual return of the election of a mayor. The ad- 
vice which they received from their lordships, was so favorable to their 
wishes, that they determined to risk the event of another trial at 
Dover, and to elect themselves magistrates for life. 

A meeting was proposed, on the seventh day of Septenib^, in 
the sevetateenth year of the reign of Elizabeth, and notice was given, 
by the blowing of a horn, in the usual parts of the town, for all per«- 
sons, who had any concern in the election, to attend the magistrates 
in the common hall,^ to form a decree, which might effectuiilly pre-i 
vent all tumultuous meetings, at the chusing of the magistrates; and 
be perpetually binding on all parties. 

The old mayor, whose year was to expire the next day, and who 
might be apprehensive that he should not be re-elected, opened the 
business, by declaring, that their sole reason for wishing to depart 
from their ancient m6de of chusing their chief magistrate, jurats, and 
officers, was to preserve peace and good order in the town. He 
added, that they had been frequently obliged to apply to her Majes- 
ty's privy council, whose advice they were then acting under; and it 
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was their lordships opinioD, that the contending parties dioold meet, 
and, bj.virtue of charters ai^d privileges, granted to them for making 
bje laws for the better government of the town, they diould dmw up 
a decree, to {^reserve a lastug harmony between them. 

To sanction their proceeding, with tl^e approbation of men high 
in office, and to cheqk the ardour of the freemen, they read a letter, 
jNgned William Brook, Lord Cobham, chamberlain to the Queea'tf 
household, in which it was intimated, that such a plan would he 
agreeable to her Majesty's privy council, which had often been troubled 
with complaints from Dover on chusiqg magistrates. 

Whether a letter coming from a person so hig^ in c^ce, had any 
influence on the minds of the popular party ; or whether they were 
wearied out, by contending, year jtfter year, to maintain their right of 
electing their chief magistrate, and the officers, from their own body; 
whether they wanted a leader to collect and deliver their sentiments ; or 
were driven from the contest by fear, is very uncertain, as it does not 
appear in the record of this transaction. 

It b very probable, that the Queen interfered with her authority 
in favor of the magistrates ; for we learn, from a monumental inscrip* 
tion in the chancel of the parish church of Hougham, .in memory of 
William Hannington, that he was twice mayor of Dover, by the favor 
and the command of the Queen ; and this might be the reason of the 
freemen retiring from the contest. There is one thing certain, that there 
was a combination of ambition, power, and interest, opposed to the 
rights and privil^es of the freemen ; and a decree was passed, similar 
to that in the reign of Edward the Siifth, which has been already men^* 
tioned ; but something further was necessary to prop up this new fa* 
brick; ; The record of this singular transaction has reached us, which 
says, "At a hora blQwing, on the seventh day of September, A.D. 1578^ 
in the twentieth, year of the reign of Elizabeth, the Queen's Maj^ty 
that now is, the wprshipful Mr. Robert Fynett, mayor, Thomas Wat» 
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gdlH Tkottiiife Aiidw^s, j^hn Ixifcte, AteKander Rfyage, Thomas Allen; 
iohk Kriap^, J^hn Ott*«!t, ^«id ito^ JtiyDe, jurats, a»d the wliofe 
CjMiMMfis df lite town tstitdpert^ tes^eidMed in ^e tiownkaH, by^ 
mutual assent of th^ thifi adt and d«etrdb^as Mly 'duacted^^establikheA 
•ad deewfeed^; iJiatls tosay. 

. ^ A4i «et^(jf *jott«iidn cowacil* and ^assembly, wad perpetual oirdisr 
hawrffcftr, for«hoele(J«ioii4>f •miiyor<)f Dovtef, «fi flie cbiinty 6f Keat, 
Mid ^ VKrIiaii: dSibetb tkere, and other nie^eissarite, tdr the ]^d go^ 
MaiM»tt df ^e said teHrn, naade on the seventh day <]f Sept^idber; 
1578, in the twentfeffli year cJf am Sovereign Lady Bli*ibeth!s rtiffi. 

♦' ^or tto^ tul^iifdsjnce of 4he fete CJ6ntentions and debates, tfcat have 
risen ifj 4ke toW of Di)ver dforesaid,. about ^ election df toayor, the 
Adiole^eoKtetit^ions havelieDded, m^ ariyto the genet«tl disturbance tsf 
the vqukt state of the town, 'btft also to thetFoubie of her Majesty^s 
most iidnoMrabie privy coaxicil, bdng oflentkufes ^molested with ttie 
O0ifti|>laitit vi|)on disorders, grtiwing by discord about the dkcftion. 'Theif 
lordships foreseeing and intending, that the like sliould ncft -herealKer 
kaippdn,>^iHedafnd 'advised us, the mayor, jurats, and commons, of the 
saidi;oivti*of ©over, to^set down and ^estalblish, by virtue of diarfcets 
iokd.pmiltfg^ granted to the iMtid town of Dover, for making bye laws, 
aoid acts of oommon council, for the good and quiet government of 
the slaid <to>«m, some good order and dfecree, for a perpetual quietness 
hereafter, to be had in the said election of the mayor. We, Uierefore, 
Ike said* mayor, jurats, and commons, of the said town, of a mutual 
iissciit and agreement in the aecomj^ishment of the commahdmeot, 
order, and direction of the said right honourable tbe lords, and others 
of her M^gest/^ |wivy council, arid especially fat the causes first above 
4nentioned, tending to conserve (preserve) quiet and concord in the 
said tawn, by authority of charters and privil^es hel^etofore to us, and 
our predecessors, granted, for the common tranquiUty of the said town, 
aft tihis common assembly do enact and order, in maimer following, viz^. 
That yearly, for ever h^eafler, the mayor for the said town of Dover, 
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lor ^ tioie being, w6 ih/d jiurats, or ^ most purl oC them, not iaw 
IQS »fty Hiw&l. aAd nectHsavy )D»p«diinei»t, or owtie^ to^ QacQw» tbehr 

\HAW^Sfk ^bbun 9f eight aiid mne'of thf^ obok in tbeibiwiiooA ofliHi 
iwnedlAy^ ahfiU ae^eanble, themselves togetbcr in the conunoofrhaU tif 
i^e 9aid toivn^ and^ beiimt ten of the ctockui ^ i9S0» forenooni^ ite 
said mayor aitd juraks,; «r the moat, p^rt of tbemi ^haVl l^.lte towa^ 
pl^k of the aaid tofwioi for the time bang, ael dowii in wrking^ ^uufiv 
Ibeir.hand^ or the haneb ^f ^ moait part oC tlieip, the^naines of foor 
boiienii awi diic^eet pecaans^ ofithe jurats, of the said tewiv to^eibar 
with tike mnifi «f the then 6^ maycnr, to the end the cfynmowamaiy 
cjieet otiQ of thoBe.fiYie^ to be mayor for. the year foUQWiagrand that 
4ooe». they ^all qmetly depart, mitil the hour of asaembfy f6r;the canh 
moR. electieh of the said mayor ; and when the acoqstaDiedHflsettifaly ife 
nrnde^ for the pocpose afoteesfiid, at the uaoal place for the ^d ekc# 
tloa^ the iaa^OT and jurats of the said town, or the most part of them 
present, shall, in the pafeaaace.of the QammoDS of the said tavn, deliirBr 
tn the jfaaifii^leric .of the tOM^n alotesaid a hitt, wheiein.the names of the 
taid four jemts,. andithe cJd mayor, shall !thea be/wxittea,. who.fhrtli^ 
jvith shall puUish the same to the.cdmnions afoieaaid, iriUlDg dsem^ia 
bsr. Majesty's name, in a cpiiet nmnaer, te proceeds to the tiection of 
0Ae of thone fiy^^ ao .named iq the said biU^ to be mayor of the said 
town, for the year ensuing ; of whom tt^e said eommonsy^by their, 4[iost 
votn, dmll elect one of th^m to !be the mayor. Aad when the said 
eomiDons haye.mada thmr ch<Hce and etcction.aoeordingl^: thQ^ old 
Inayor for the year .passed, s^l presently give^ corporal oalii, as hpr^ 
tofiiire has been^av^^uakonfed,. to the said new mayor, iso eleeted ic^ the 
^ood g^wmment ioF the town for the year^ ftdlowing^ And if the .naid 
•kl mayor be of iiew.bhoseit for that new year, the most ancient; jinut 
^ment ^halj administer the oath to the |iew chosen mayor ; ..which order 
nod manner ti{ the said mayor^ jniats^ and common^s^ we dpeoael^ 
<irdain, «ad cfecMe to Jfae kept .andv.obsenred hsTiokbly for m&^, «pon 
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pain that, whosoeter attempteth, or goeth about to violate, or infridgfr 
the same, shall forfeit, for eve^y time he shall offsnd, the sum of forty 
pounds, of lawful En^sh money ; the one half of this forfeiture shall 
be to the use of the said town, and the other moiety to the use of hitSi 
or thein, that will first sue for the same, by bill, comprehetiding the 
effect of this order, and the manner of the party^s offmce, contrary to 
the tenor hereof, to be exhibited and presaited in the chancery court 
of the ports, usually holden in the church of Saint James, in Dover ; 
and the said parties, or. party, so offending as is aforesaid, for every 
fuch offence to be punished by way of imprisonment, without bail or 
maii^mor, for three months next after the conviction for the said 
jQffbnce so conmiitted, or done. And for the more firm and stable per^ 
fiofmancie. hereof, for ever hereafter, it is further ordained and enacMd', 
that all and every person or persons, hepeaftor chosen to be mayor or 
mayors, jurat or jurats, of the said town, at the several times of t)mt 
elections, shall be sworn in like manner, well and truly to observccthis 
order accordingly ; whereof if any reAise, then he or tibey reusing the 
same, shall not be admitted to the office or degree of mayor, or jurat, 
of the said town, or any time hereafter. And it b ftirthmr ordained 
and enacted, thdt from hoiceforth for ever, frcnn time to time, as oc- 
casion i^ali require, that such members as do want of the coimnon* 
council of the said town, shall be chosen, named, and appointed, by tike 
mayor and jural;s, or the most part of them^ firom time to time, for ever 
hereafter ; and at a common assembly, they shall elect and chuse, out (^ 
the jurats of the said town, the bailiff to Great Yarmouth, the burgesses 
to porliamettt, and the bearers of the canopy for the royal service, and 
all other officers of the said town, except the pounder, and the mayor's 
stegeant, which shall be at the mayor's election and choice for the time 
being, as heretofore have been and accustomed. And also, that the 
mayor and jurats, or the most part of them for the time being present, 
at every common assembly for ever hereafter, from time to time, sfaaU 
make ebc^ce and ^ectMA of such jurat or jurats, out of the common- 
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coundl <ii the said town, as shall be wanting for tktt time by deatb^ 
,or otherwise, any law^ prescription, usage, or oiba thing or matter 
Jieretofore used <Mr accustomed in the said town of Dover, to the con<* 
traiy thereof, in any wise notwithstanding/^ 

If there was a single person on the behalf of the commonalty pMf^ 
sent, at this supposed surrender o£ their rights and priyilieges, he never 
signed his name to it, tc^ bind either himself, his heirs, or successors; 
JMMT was it signiod by the mayor, or a jurat, nor even by the towurclerk. 

The wording of this decree plainly points, out the drawers of it^ 
to have been those, whose powers were to expire with their offices the 
next day, and they were Vjery pmbably. doubtful of their being re* 
jekoted. Instead of* the magistrates wishii^ to derive their authority 
irom the good-will of their fellow citizens, they endeavoaredt by aa 
Mtful stretch of a tyTannical power, to fix themselves in their sta«* 
.tioois for life ; and to bar every avenue :against future competitors^ for 
Ih^ emoliiiiliedts which ithey hoped to reap, by bartering the liberties 
of, thie fre^qien for. places and pensions. 

To prevent the prying icye of the antiquary from ever disclosing 
^ sepret, the members of this new-formed corporation judiciously 
put aside their ddest records, called the Black Book of Dover, ia 
whi^h w^re entered the proceedings . of their common halls, in the 
reign of Henry the Sixth ; and they seemed desirous of closing in the 
sepulchre of time, the anciei|t misthod of electing a chief magistrate, 
prior to the twentieth yea^ of the redgn of Elizabeth. ^ 

Mr. Hasted, in his history of Kent, mentions a new charter, 
which,, he says, was granted by the . Queen to Dover, at the time of 
adopting the pretended act of cession (^ the rights of the freemen; 
and, in this charter, he adds, that the mode of electing the mayor, 
and the ofEcers, and of appointing a. common council, and of ad*^ 
mitting freemen, were changed; and several new liberties and privi* 
leges were granted. It is not to be doubted, but that he received these^ 
as he didr several otiber erroneous talies, from one of the members on 
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tJiM bench ; wlio was either grmslj igpatatit of the cmtenlis'of the aii^ 
cient r^onls of the proceedings of 1^9 pedeceMOfs, w he wittblly tniik 
led him, «e cover A dark transaction, tritk the apfMaMnceof a^fegstl pr^^ 
cess; that it might check an j farther inqnirf ifit[) tbi|ftntiMctio|i»ef 
ilio^e.tiiyyeBi 

TWis new system continued, without any eflfectua) ifnfeirttpikM!^ 
for a period o{«\ty years; but, about tlie year 1644, Ih^re i9 some 
reason to eonclucle, that the freemeta recovered theiff privilege of diie9- 
tng their chief magistrate, and officers, accoitling to tlitfir ancient 
eustom ; and they retained it, not only during the int^Mregnum, but 
ten yeiars after the restoration of Charles the Secoodl '"• 

The magistrates, '^rho had been presbyterians duiing the protec*" 
torship- of Oliver CromweU, found, that a change in ^kt tbWng pi^W^ 
*er8 required a change in their principlies, or at leiist 'hi appearance '; 
and many of them professed a zealous attachment t6 thnc chiifciK 
Time and experience had taught them, that if they wished ftn* an ab^ 
solute jurisdiction in their own town^ they mu^t receive, and obey, 
such orders, as might promote the views of their SMperion^. 

As popular elections were obnoxious to the rulhkg^ powers, sdve- 
ml of the leading men in the town of Dover delemiined once tnoi^ 
to revive die plan mentioned in the act of ceiteion of the fighfs of the 
iieemeQ. .-" ? ^ 

da the seventh day of September, 1670, John Mation, with four 
of the jurats, were nominated to be put in felection if&*'nis[y6r fbr the 
ensuing year, aiid the popular party also mentioned- their candidate 
fbr the chair. Upon casting up the votes after thci pcHI,' (hey had a 
considerable majority ; but the number of the voices was' not to deter^ 
mine tiie contest, and the magistrates sent the stale of the poll to the 
iting. By the advice of his council, he declared the election to be 
Toid ; and he ordered them to proceed to a n^ choice, upon the plan 
Adopted in the year 1^709 trad to put llie popular candidate in the 
lAomination. This eaeoaraged t^ magistrates ito' jiope^ that they 
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ritottMwtftbliah the.ddBj«teih; las.k ivds the onlf one^that could fiir 
tbem in tfceir seats foriife, .and Mbure to them lhe.e«iolttinenits fo be. 

Whildt tbe King was makkig great encroadimMrts cm the chsr#» 
terad vighteof his 6ubjeota» aeireml of the jMrate signed tetters, pcfuefaed 
mthemoAlMnniUaiibgla^guage, aiMd proftasing to do irhatever he 
Mqiiiradoftibfin ; ^itev to the^raceediogisgaiDAwHiextf their focetdi^ 
tiU«iiefafeiich,':^oc»KAdiiot8«iQ thelineivBB4 

Whikt the attomey geotnd was pbosecuting tte qpM wantanto agabst 
Ae ciirponttMn, ki^the Kio^s. Harney aipetcddn, signed bj one>h(Uflfi 
dred and twentyveight of the iidmUHfcanAs, was .beot Hb the fimke of 
Mberaiarle, to be pvneBttd to.tkBnrjSoyeni^ ,«nd Itt isoeiTed it 
Tory gratiicMBly/ Tbey aaniQ^d h» Majotj^ thiat A&dy were deeply 
peifettrated «^itb:a sense of their vshappy vsitosition, m rfo^loni^ng.to % 
oovpbrate i)ci^^ whichiHadidome of ilsiiileiBrbBVsdisaffikited, and jre-* 
fined to put the'lawBintaiieciitioa agdinst ptmimttltdes ; !by which they 
protndted and Joept tip sciditioit annboig the peQJ[>te:; ivhile dsey^ with 
all due husmtrty, prostrated themciehrest :and Iitid7t&e}benefitithi^h4d 
in tbeh* ichaorter, and franchises 'Of his town and p«t of Dcver^ at fab 
foyalieet 

. Toicoavince the Kingliow aealons and actiTe they wew m his in-^ 
tete&t, ^My asaored tdmi that they •had edh\iioted Nioiiolas iGutten^ 
their late pretsoded magrakv and WKliiadi Stokes, their chocf lnagis^ 
trate ; and that they had indicted some othei»t lor Mmilar oflfenoes* 

'The same perty^ who had peiBecnted flie tier. John Reading, the 
minister of the parish of Saint Masy the Viogin, in Dover, for hb ait*^ 
tachment'to the church, dimng the republic, insry soon after the resto- 
ration persecuted those who dbsented from it 

Samuel Tavemer, a man of considerablie noteibr his. piety and 
nse^lness, was bam at Rumfbid, in £080^ in the year 1^1, and he 
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^ras captain of a troop of horse, in the year 1643» and afterwardsr 
appointed Governor of Deal Castle, bj a. commission under Oliver 
Cromwell. While he was in this situation, he formed a cannexiofi 
with Mr. Prescott, of Guston, in Kent, and. pastor of the biiptist 
meeting, at Dover. He suffered for his aon^conformitj, antdwair 
frequently taken Jrom the meeting when preaching, and had. before 
the magistrates; but he inflexibly adhered to his principles. . His 
persecutors came at last with a false warrant, and seissed his shop goods,^ 
and as much of bis furniture, as they deemed worth removing, and 
he was once committed to prison ; but, by the interest of iriends, he 
was soon discharged. What will not time prodiice ? 

The grand jury, at a special sessions of what they called Oyer and 
Terminer, held by the admiralty court, on. the. twenty •ninth day of 
April, 1688, agreed also to address the King. They assured him 
^^ how sensible they were of the unparalleled happiness they enjoyed 
lender his mild government ; and they congratulated him on discover-* 
ing, what they called, the hellish plots and contrivances invented to 
oppose his authority; but more especially for his detectii^ the trait<- 
orous project for association in the proceedings of the Earl of Shafts* 
bury; and such proceedings, they said, carried in them the quintes*^ 
fience of all rebellion.^' They continued in this strain for some time, 
and then they offered his Mi^esty their most aino^ts thanks, for 
placing his royal brodier, their late Warden, high commissioiler for 
the kingdom of Scotland. 

The nsAgistrates joined with the grand jury in assuring the King 
of their abhorrence and detestation of all traitorous associations. 

The court of brotherfaoodi assembled at Romney, in.tlie year 
1683, declared, in their address to the King, that they thought it their 
duty to offer him their loyal aiid thank£til(obediejBce, as thejfirst fruits 
of their assembling, after a discontinuation of their, meetings for many 
years. They further assured the JKing of their great attachment to his 
person, and of their gratitude for his mild government ; and that they 
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4]^|ef|ed'ftU<^PM)<ion ^ tbe 1«W9,. and sapftmtiOA from tiie churehv 
as a sin against God ; and to complete all,^thie^ weie.ready to offior 
up tl¥# Uv^ iiiiil«f^oc0 ol l»s peftoitf . 

. T T^e^ j94dres«es^, ^lui tke ^ttrrender. of their cbartor^ awed Ute 
lt|(^ey gooeml ^ 'tmttl>l« of pn»B«0iitiiig; t\m qua warranto ; aad as 
the addresses seemed as pliable «» wai& i« l;hebaada <kf the wtist^ and 
m)e9p^Vy^> ^ being moulded mto whatever farm they waoMd^ the 

/{^hia fshajter was 4niwA up on the pUln formed in the- year, ifigfS; 
mfit^ i|{>twitil»staiidii(ig isti ga^e the magistrates the privilege of contiaiif- 
i<^ inth^r ^qes for lifoj :it net wUb ikA same ftte of most of the 
charters granted by Charlje;s tb^ I^ojbmI j for it vraa either disownckl by 
the persons who obtained it» or by their successors. 

There can be no doubt of this charter having been received by the 
corporation ; for it was ordered, by them, to be translated into English, 
at their expence ; and the mayor had it home for his pemsal,' before 
it was deposited in the guildhall, under the custody of his worship, 
the chamberlain, and the town-clerk. 

The charters of Charles the Second were uniformly reprobated in 
the courts of law, after the arrival of William the Third, 

The King had reserved to himself the privilege of dismissing, at 
his pleasure, all those whom he had placed in authority; and this was 
considered, by the lawyers, as an illegal and unconstitutional stretch 
of his power, and, in their language, he was deceived in his grant; 
and his charter, though not void, yet it was voidable, if controverted. 
As the magistrates held their offices at the will of their Sovereign, and 
the verdict of a court, if the validity of their charter should be ques- 
tioned; they probably thought it a political step to put it aside, upon 
the arrival of King William, and to plead their being a corporation 
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by presciriptioii; with the power of making bye laws^ for the better 
govemiDent of th6 town. 

If the charter of Charles the Second had been called in by pro* 
clamatioil in the reign of Jaitaes the Second^ as mentioned by Mr. 
.Hasted^ there Would have probably been some record of it; and if 
there is any, it has escaped my notice. 

The plan which was introduced in the reigil of Elizabeth^ is still 
continued at Dover. The corporation consists of a mayor, and twelve 
jurats, with thirty-six members of the common counciL The mayor 
is chosen by the resident freemen. Hie jurats are nominated from 
the common councilmen, by the jurats, and elected by the mayor^ 
jurats, and common councilmen^ by ballot. 
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T^e inferior court for petty offences. Frankpledge. Admission if 
freemen. Breach qf the peace. Trespass. Debt and covenant. 

This court was probably formed upon the plan of the tithing of" 
the Saxons. Edgar, . like Jethro, the father in law to Moses, recom- 
mended meetings of his wise men ; ^nd he said, ** Let no man seek 
the King, in matters of variance, unless he cannot find justice at 
home/" 

In diis court the mayor, and his sectatores or jurats, had the 
same authority as a headborought to, hear and determine breaches of 
the peace, and other complaintS| which frequently happened in po« 
pulous towns ; but crimes of a higher nature were reserved for their 
hundred court. 

Charles the iSecond, in his charter to the Barons of the Cipque 
Ports, says, " We, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and 
mere motion, have given, granted, and confirmed, and by the^ pre^ 
sents, for us^ our heirs and st^ccessors, do give, grant, and confirm, 
to the said barons, and honest men, inhabitants of the Cinque Ports^ 
and to the members of the said towns and ports,, and to their ^^succes- 
sors, to be, for ever, keepers of the peace, and justices to us, our 
heirs, and successors ; and that every of them may, and shall be 
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keepers of the peace, and justices to our heirs and successors, within 
each of the ancient ports, towns, and their members, and the liber«- 
ties, bounds, precincts, and limits of the same ; and we appoint them 
to keep, or cause to be kept^-all orcbnances and statutes, already set 
forth, or hereafter to be set forth, for the good of the peace of us, our 
heirs, and successors, and for the quiet rule and government of the 
people belonging to us ;'^nd to correct and punish all offenders against 
the form of the said ordinances and statutes, or any of them. They 
are also to cause to appear, before the said mayors, bailiffs, and ju- 
rats respectively, all those who have threatened any misbhief to the 
pertons of the subjects bf any Of ts, oar heirs, or successors, and 
make them .bi:ing sufficient sureties for their peace and good be- 
haviour towards us, our heirs, and successors, and towards the sub- 
jects of Us ; and if they refuse to find such sureties, then to cause 
them to be kept safe in prison, until they shall find them/' 

"At Dover, they anciently held their court every week, on a JVi- 
d8y».hy adjourument; and if any special business occurred, they sat 
every day, until it was finished. 

Here the complainant ha4 a right to expect his grievance would 
be redressed in three weeks ; and in case of any unnecessary delay, 
lie mijght apply to the hundred eourt for justice, and if he was not 
speedily redressed, thea4o^tfae-King. 

* When they had no particular buisiness; and the peace was well 
preserved in the town, the mayor might adjourn this court from fifteen 
days, to fifteen days, at his pleasure. He also claimed the privilege 
6f holding this court on a Sunday, from the beginning of harvest, to 
the festival of Saint Michael, notwithstanding it was forbidden by a 
canon of the church.' This practice of hearing litigious complaints 
on the sabbath, was intended to prevent the husbandman from oeg- 
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lortl^ hi* labour in the field, while he was complaining of injuries^ 
and seeking redress for his wrongs. 

The vacations in this court were, fix>m the Friday preceding our 
Saviour's NaifTity^ to the octave of th6 Epiphany; and from the. 
Passiofi of Christ, uhtU the fifteenth day after Easter. 

. : During these intervals, he did not hold any court, unless it was 
to liberate a prisoner. Our ancestors thought personal liberty of sud^ 
gMat iinj^ortilnce, that they would not withhold it for an hmir, when 
they conM open the priaoti door,, and let the perte» free. 

In this court they enrblled those who were permitted it partake 
of their privileges; and it was here they appUed fer a testimonial of 
thair fpod Conduct, if they wished to temove into another jurisdiction. 

If the records of this court could be esaihiued prior to the reign 
of Heory the Sixthly it would probably appear, that every resident 
within the franchise, who were of abilities to pay scot and' lot, to 
wateh and ward, were readily received into their confederation ; as 
they wen obliged, afiter their admission, to bear their proportionable 
eitpenoes for the year. 

There is teason to believe, that a plan was formed for narrowing 
the path of die freedom to the town, a» early as the reign of Queenf 
Elizabeth ; for it was then decreed, and recorded^ upon what terms 
iit mi^it be obtained . 

Freedom by freehold. 

" None to be free, within the town and port of Dover, by any 
means, other than hereafter ensueth. 

^^ Item, That every person or persons, which shall have, and hold, 
in fee simple, lands and tenements, within the liberties of the town, of 
the value of forty shillings, shall have and enjoy the freedom, so lon^ 
as he dwelleth here, and keeps the said lands and tenements/' 

It is mentioned in an ancient manuscript, which was in being 
within our own memories, ^^ That this 'method of admitting freemen 
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was prior to any record of it; and therefore, it was decreed, and en« 
rolled, to be kept in perpetual remembrance." 

This decree was fettered with restrictions, in the twenty-^second 
year of the reign of Elizabeth, as it was then ordered, ^^ That no 
person, either by inheritance, or purchase of lands or tenements, shall 
be free ; unless they can expend, by the year, the clear yearly value 
of forty shillings, above all charges and reprisals whatever/' 

It was further decreed, that a man should not be admitted to his 
freedom, by the freehold of his wife, unless it was of th^ clear yearly 
vailue c^ three pounds six shillings and eight^pence ; and if the estate 
was sold, the freedom was to cease. 

This decree continued, without any alteration, until the year 
1631, when it was made void ; and it was declared, that no person 
should be admitted tp his freedom, unless liis lands or tenem^ts were, 
bona fide, worth five pounds by the year. 

That the difficulty of obtaining the freedom might be further in- 
creased, several schemes were devised, from time to time, for ascer-- 
taining the value of the freehold. They sometimes required an oath, 
or an affirmation, of the value of the rent ; they inspected the writings, 
and surveyed the premises, to determine whether they were worth five 
pounds a year, in their judgments. 

The decree of 1631 has since been repealed ; and the rent must 
now be seven pounds ten shillings by the year, clear of deductions, to 
obtain the freedom by burgage tenure. 

Freedom by purchase. 

In the twenty-second year of the reign of Elizabeth it was decreed, 
not to sell the freedom of the town to any person, under the sum of 
five pounds sterling, and to admit them only in open court. This was 
done, that they might judge " whether the candidate was worthy to 
hold conversation with the mayor.'* 
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This decree continued in force until the year 1750, when the sum 
jfor purchasing the freedom was raised to twenty pounds. 

Freedom by seroUude. 

It was decreed, in the forty-third year of the reign of EUzabeth, 
«♦ That apprentices, who served seven years to mariners, if freemen of 
the town when Aey were bound, should have their freedom, provided 
tiieir indentures were registered in the court within a limited time after 
fteir binding/' 

This decree, which was to continue in force for ever, was in part 
repealed, by an act of common council, in the year 1747 ; and an ap- 
prentice to a seafaring man, was not to be entitled to the freedom of 
the town. 

Decree relating to residence. 

It was ordered, at a common assembly, in the year 1705, that 
no person should be admitted to his freedom, by any right whatsoever, 
unless, at the time of his demanding it, he was resident in the town, 
to pay scot and lot, to watch and ward ; or the mayor, jarats, and 
common council, granted it, upon such terais as they might think 
proper. 

In the year 1735, it was ordered, that every person demanding 
freedom, should reside constantly in the town for the space of one 
whole year, before he should be admitted. This decree continued in 
force nearly thirty years ; when two gentlemen claimed their freedom 
by birth, who did not reside within the liberties of the town ; and 
being refused, they determined to try the legality of a modem act of 
common council; and when they brought their mandamus, the corpora- 
tion thought proper to admit them. A freeman's son, and a man who 
marries a freeman's daughter, may now be admitted without residence. 

Another bye law, for not admitting any one to his freedom be- 
tween the feast of Penticost, and the day of the election of the 
mayor, has shared the same fate. 
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When ^1 arbitrary decree of a -corporate body, formed to ahswer 
interested pqrposes, may be so isailly set asidi^, after it bIS' ikuutiBtied 
in force two centuries ; it surely shews, that there is a great apathy in 
large communities, in submitting tio the innovations of yesterday, when 
they* suffer the value of their property to be diminiUied, jmd their pri* 
vil^ges restritted, without an effort to J)reveiit it. r: :; ; • 

Ancient proceedings in this court in a breach 0/ the peaee. ' ' 

The peace of the town, during the night, was under Ihe care of 
the chief magistrate; and he, with his sergeant, might a][>|^i^bend^, 
bnd hold in custody, all riotous and discH*derIy persons, unti} the morn- 
ing } but the inhabitants of Dover claimed an exfemptidn,' by ancient 
custom, from any attempt on their personal liberty by thfe Kitag-s bai*^ 
liff, in the absence of the mayor, between the setting and tiiti rising 
of the sun. 

When any disturbance happened in tl^e.n^ght^ they inquired the 
next day into the cause of it, and the King's b^liPP required pledgee 
for the apprehending of the pennon who had broke the peace ; and he 
was liable to pay a fine to the King, anfl aooth^r to the town« If h? 
offended a second time, before judgment, his pledges were t^o do tb^ 
same. 

Every pffender against the law had his verf^ f>r the sum he was 
to pay to thfi town, and to the injured pecson, according to hii» ranl^ 
in society. He bad also his cpiV, which was his foi^feit to the King ; 
and his mundj or his right 6f protection. 

The keeping of the peace in t^e towo, in tl}e pight,, was con- 
sidered of suph great importapce, that they wofuHl qot, in any case^ 
suffer the breaker of it to pass with ^mpi^uily. Thou^ it was 
pnacted ia the statute of Winchester, in tbe tigie of £dward the First, 
that the hutesium et clamor, or the hue apd cryi should be solevmly 
made in all places of great resort of th^ people ; yet Ihey would not 
yield their privilege to the sta|ute» unless the m^yor and the thing's 
bailiff were previously acquainted with x^. 
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Actiam of tr€$pms. 

It is very probable, that actions of trespass, under forty sbillidgSi 
were heard in the inferior courts, within the liberties of the Cinque 
Ports, prior to the passing of the statute in the reign of Henry the 
First ; for the Castomat of Dover says, if the complaint of a trespass 
be made by a freeman upon a freeman, the bailiff shall put him tipon 
pledges, to appear at the next court, or be committed to prison. If 
the pledges were produced, but did not appear at the timeaippointed^ 
they were amerced, and the trespasser was awarded at four pledges; 
and if they did not then appear, the pledges were again amerced, 
and all the trespasser's property seized, both within and without the 
IWtachises. 

If he appeared, and acknowledged the trespass, the mayorand 
the jurats awarded the damage. If he denied the trespass, and of- 
fered to justify himself before an inq^uest, the plea was to be re- 
corded, and the bailijflTwas to proceed accordingly; and, as they gave 
their verdict, judgment was given. 

Debt and caaemint. 

When nther of these ccunplaints wa» made, to thie baiilifl^ he wai 
to summon the defendant to appear at the next court; aoid if lie faikd^ 
all his property, within and without the franchises, was distrained. 

If he appeared, and denied the demand of the plaintiff, then the 
plaintiff might prove his right, either by the law inerchant, or the third 
hand of men of character ; but, if they differed in their examination, 
the plaintiff was amerced, and the defendant acquitted. If one or 
both of the parties were strangers, the proceedings were to go on 
from day to day« or from court to court. 

There could be no plea in any case, where the plaintiff had no 
evidence but his own voice ; unless the defendant offered to acquit 
himself by the same proof 

Gg 
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tn cases of speciality, where a defendant denied the deed, he was 
to be committed to prison, until he had made a fine to the King, and 
agreed with the plaintiff. 

If it was an obligation, bearing date out of the franchise, he was 
to prove his speciality by witnesses of good character ; and if he 
failed, he was to be amerced. 

If the defendant denied the speciality, and said, that he was 
within age, or out of his mind, or in prison, at the time of execut* 
ing the speciality, and it was found to the contrary, the defendant 
was to be committed to prison, and to be amerced. 

When a complaint was made against an executor, the plaintiff 
was to prove by his own hand, though he had no other speciality; and 
such pleas were first called in court. 

Whgn the complaint was against a stranger, and he could not 
find sureties to answer the plaintiff, he was to be committed to pri* 
son; and if he was convicted^ he was to continue there, until the 
plaintiff was satisfied ; if this was done within fifteen days. 

It was in this court Prince Edward, in the year 1265, while he 
was Warden of the Cinque Ports, exacted an oath of the Barons, to 
bear feith to his fi&ther, for they had been wavering, and changing 
during the Bcrons wars. 
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The hundred court. Ancient proceedings in it 9 in criminal and other 

actions. 



The Barons of the town and port of Dover had sac and soc, thoU 
and th«xie> in^Euigth^ and utiantibeff, granted them by Edward the 
Confessor ; with the privilege of holding a hundred (as it is Called in 
their Customal), or a court, for hearing and determining criminal, and 
other actions,, cmnmitted in thdir. franchise. They also daimed the 
right of holding this court at any time, and in any place,, within their 
liberties, when they were from home, on the King's service. 

The vacation was from the feast of the Virgin Mary, to that of 
Saint Andrew, according to their Customal;' but in Doomsday Book 
it was only until Saint Michael ; and this privil^e,, with others there 
mentioned^ were practiced in Dover, when Duke WilUam landed in 
England. 

This record proves, that the holding of the hundred court, within 
the jurisdiction of the town, is of high antiquity. The mayor presided 
in this court, with an authority similar to. a Saxon prince, or a thaneu 
He .had, like them, a certain number qf persons, or sectatores of the 
court, associated, with him, to assist him with their counsds, but the 
president claimed the sole right of pronouncing judgment. 



> Doomiday Book, p. 1, and Do? er Castomal. 
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The hundred court, at Dover, being a moveable one^ it was simi- 
lar to that of a Saxon prince. In the early history of Saxon legislation, 
the court of a King, or an Earl, was not regularly confined to time, or 
place. They had numerous palaces, extensive domains, and a splendid 
suit of noble attendants, consisting of the most powerful and opulent 
barons, intelligent clerks, and brave warriors, besides a long train of 
retainers ; and they could readily form a court, at any place, for the 
administration of justice. The Kings of England sometimes decided 
the controversies of their people, when they visited their palace in the 
country, to partake of the sports of the field. 

When the hundred was held in the name of the subject, it was 
considered as the King's court; and it was peculiarly adapted to ease 
the earl and Ihe sheriff in their toume. 

It has been taid, that the members of the hundred court had no 
power to condemn a prisoner to slavery, or death ; and if the criminal 
thought Khuself aggrieved, he might appeal to a superior court. This 
might hav« been the case, where sac and soc bad not been annexed to 
tke httudred. Saoha, signifies oause of actions ; and soca, a hberty, or 
the pri vilege of judging. The governors of towns often acquired autho- 
rity by custom, and they might hold pleas of lands ; but the taking 
eognieance in criminal matters, was first given in charters, granted by 
different Kings. Edward the First, after the conquest, confirmed to 
the Barons erf* the Cinque Ports, not only sac and soc, but thoU and 
theme, infangtheff and utfangtheff, and many other privileges, which he 
acknowledged that he had seen mentioned by his predecessors. 

The members of thb court, upon entering on their oflice, were an- 
oiently sworn, by laying their hands on a case of relicks, or any thing 
they deemed sacred ; and their oath was, that they would neither con- 
demn the innocent, or acquit the guilty. The usual method of holding 
this court at Dover^ was from fifteen days, to fifteen days ; but the 
mayor, by giving three days netica to Um^ Kiag's bailiff, might sunmion 
a special court at any time. 
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But etthskf6 df the privilege Afboldirig doartft, th6 Baroiis ef th^ 
Cittque Poitft had many exemptions granted them. They had sdl and 
singular the finest amercemetits, fdittottH^ i8sue«i lbrleitut«s^ and otbeit 
profits whatsoever, arising from and in their courts respectively ; and 
they might levy them by their officers, for their own proper use, from 
time to time, by an action or actions for debt, prosecuted in any court 
of record within the Cinque Ports, or their two ancient towns. 

They were not to appear in any shire or huiidred, at other court 
within the realm of England. Their charter says, " That they are free 
from the suits of counties and hundreds ; and if any wilf plead against 
them, they shall not answer, nor plead otherwise than they were wont 
to plead, in the time of our Lord Kin^ JTenry the Second/' 

The customs of the porfe were all attended to in their charters; 
and they add, •• That the mayor and jurats, bailiff and jurats, in every 
port and member, by complaint before them, to be reReved in the 
court of any port, or member of the ports, in any placie, days or times, 
most convenient to be held, according to custom, within any such port 
or member, were to give judgment upon all sorts of pleas, and al> sorts 
of actions^ real, personal, and mixed, happenii% by sea m* by land^ 
within any such port or member ; and attach those persons, and com^ 
Slit their bodies to prison, against whom such personal actions mig^ 
happen to be prosecuted/' They were to be Oyer and Terminer of aU 
and every the aforesaid pleas, and give judgment upon proc^ and eoEe* 
cution to be done, according tp the custom of the said ports ; so that 
neither the Constable (^ the Castle of Dov^^ nor the Warden of the 
Cinque Forts, npr the Admiral of the same, nor any vicc^rent ap« 
pointed by him, could interfere in any matter or thing, happening 
within the limits of the said ports, or their members. They were also 
to hear and determine all sorts of pleas belonging to the crown, treason 
excepted ; neither was a Bafcm d the CiMpte Ports to incur any fine, 
contempt, foifeiture, loss, or damage, in body or goods ; and by shew- 
ing their letters patent, bef«pe any justice or aunitter^ in any j^kace of 
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record throughout the whole reahn of England, upon that shewing, 
they were to r^nain in their strength, and be allowed to them, without 
any writ or proofs thereupcm further to be prosecuted. 

' The ancient practice in this courts . in a case of suspicion of having 

stolen goods in possession. 

If a person was suspected of having stolen goods in his possession, 
he was summoned to appear at the next hundred court, that a Ic^ 
inquiry might take place. 

If he gave satisfactory answers to the court, he had a day assigned 
him to produce his warrantors, or the persons of whom he bought the 
the goods, or those who were present at his purchasing of them. 

While the proofs were pending, the goods remained in the bailiff's 
ward, with the seal of the suspected person affixed to them. If he 
returned, on the day appointed, with his voucher^, and proved his 
legal right, the goods were to be delivered to him ; but if they did not 
appear, the property was forfeited. 

* Cutting a purse^ or picking a pocket. — When a thief was de- 
tected in the act, and the purse was found upon him, he was carried 
before the mayor, and the King's bailiff, and his properly was attached 
within the liberties, and a day assigned him to be heard. If the fact 
was proved, he was sentenced to stand in the pillory, and to have his 
right ear cut off. He was then led, by the town seijeant, to the 
limits of the franchise, and compelled to forswear the town. If he 
returned, he was to lose his left ear, and quit the jurisdiction ; and if 
he was found again within the liberties, he was in the mercy of the 
court, to have either a public mark, to shew he was a thief, or to suffer 
death. 



' Rye Cnitomal, c. 2a 
Dofer Ciisumal, c 87— WinchelM, c dl~Romne)r, c 11 ud 19— Sandwich, c SS. 
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When a thief was taken within the franchise mth the property 
upim him.-r-Tihe King's bailiff was to attach both the thief and tl:^ 
propertjy and all he possessed within the liberties of the town, which 
weriB forfeited to the King ; and a day was assigned him to be heard. 
He was to produce his warrantors, as in* suspicion of felony ; and if 
they denied the warrantry, he was obliged to find pledges, to abide 
the decision, of the court. 

Proclamationt was then made for the prosecutor to appear at the 
next hundred; but, if he did not, it was repeated a second time; 
and if there was no prosecutor, the thief was acquitted. 

If he appeared, and produced sufficient mainpernors to prose- 
cute, the court proceeded ; and if he failed in proving the thef^, either 
he, or .his mainpernors, were committtsd to prison, until the wit was 
paid to the King. 

By the usage of the Cinque Ports, the King's bailiff had the 
names of thirty-six men given him; and when they were called over, 
if any one failed in answering, the thief was judged guilty. If they 
appeared, and answered, the King might, by his favor, excuse twelve 
of them, and the mayor and the bailiff twelve more, and the remain- 
ing twelve were to swear, with the accused person, that he was not 
guilty ; but if any one withdrew his hand, he was condemned. 

When the thief was convicted at the suit of the subject, the pro- 
secutor was the executioner; but if, at the King's suit, then his bai- 
liff, . pr his substitute, performed the ofiSice. 

. At Dover, the. thief was led to the top of a hill, called Sharp- 
ness, jand from which he was cast down.. At Folkstone, they in« 
j^icted a similar punishment, by throwing him from the edge of a 
precipice, into a valley called Stroodway; and at Winchelsea, he was 
hanged in the salt marsh, on the north side of the town. 

Of a felon claiming sanctuary.'— If a felon fled to the church for 
sanctuary, the mayor was to go, and inquire of him the cause of his 
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^ing there ; and if he copfess^d the felony, it was to be ontiered on 
record, and he was to seize all his goods for the Kipg/ 

The thief might remain in his sanctuary forty days vmiiQlefited ; 
but, at their expiration, he was to ahjure the town, and name the port 
tp which he intended to go. He was then to take the cross in hit 
hao4 ; ^nd while he kept the direct road tq the port^ he wta BOt to ha 
molested, under the penalty of forfeiting life and property. 

Th^ King wi^ to retaip* for a year and a day, the lands and te- 
nements of the thief, and they i^ere then to return to Hw h«ir in ga^ 
velkind. 

If. either a stranger, or a freemait, fled from the fmnchise^ for a 
felony done in the franchise, the mayor might send and demand him 
)n any place, excepting holy church; and the lord of the fee, or his 
minister, was to send him back in safety. 

^Hamsokeny or Hamsoca^ from the Saxon hama^ a house; and 
Boca^ a franchise. — ^The proceedings against a hamsoker, for feloniously 
entering a house, against the peace of the King, were the same in the 
courts of the Cinque Ports, as against a thief. 

If a house was entered by force, the town was liable to be 
amerced ; but the fine was relinquished by the King^ in favor of the 
Barons of the town. 

' Trespass^ personal if^uriesj assault^ hatievy^ bhodshed^ and may^ 
ham. — Mayham has been defined a mutilation of the m^nbens by an 
illei^l act; by which a person might be prevented from defending 
hitn^ell^ or annoying his enemy. 

The praceodings were similar to those which were taken against a 
i^nn The bftiUff was to attaeh the aggvessor, and p«it him to simf^ 



* The^^eCnitomali^ 
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pkdg^St or, as it is esptfessed ia one of the CustMiiafe, boroaghsi fi>F 
he wa» fiot to be coibmitted, either to prison, or the stocks, if he 
could produce his sureties to make his defence at the next court« 

If be did aot appear, his pledge* were amerced six-pence ; and 
ti^jF weie doubled every time^ until he came into court; and this W9ft 
CMttiaued until he juitified* His effects Wei!6 seized irithia4lie fran<* 
cJiise» ttitil he made satisfaction to the complainant. 

If the plaintiff was only smitten by the hand, he wif^pKivfi, the 
assault by his own hand; but if with any thing else, he was to pro* 
diice Ibitr compargatores, to prare the feet with him* If either of 
them withdrew the hand^ the plaintiff was to pay tha fite the cburt 
would have awarded isr the asMndt,. or he was committed to pnkn^ 

If the defendant pleaded that he was chaced by the plaintiff unto 
deathy and conld not escape for wall or Sat water, he wa» to proTe it 
by his compurgat(»M. 

' Homicide and murder.-r-Vfhen a person killed a thief, or a man, 
by accident, in defending his property, without any malice afore- 
thought, and went immediately to a magistrate, atid the friends of the 
deceased, and gave a circumstantial account of the matter; if they 
were satisfied with his relation, he mi^t purgje himself in their pre- 
sence, with his own oath; or they might proceed as in a case of 
felony. 

''N&^t DisHim.'^-'tids tsem is derived ftom the iVeach, and Ut 
sigatfic9 the i«eeatly taking possession of Dandb dr tenetnents mn 

Bf t}i€ feudal Iftw; if a person was diqpMsessed of his lands at 
tenements, for a year and a day, without demanding his ri^ of pos* 



* Dover Cuton* c. 99 and 9eH-Saiidhrich» c. l8~]t<WBMf , c 35— Winchebfi^ c St 
*' DoTCK CnstiHiMl, c 17— Winchebes, c S8— Rye, c. 10. 
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session, he lost them. This law was adapted to the genius of a peo-i 
p]e, whose profession was arms, and who held their lands on cbn^ 
dition of performing certain services. 

• The Barons of the Cinque Ports were obliged, by their charter, 
to fit out ships, for the use of the King, for fifteen days, at their own' 
expence ; and it was their interest to determine an assize of novel dis^ 
seisn, with all possible dispatch, as the quota arising from the pre- 
mises in dispute might be wanted to raise the necessary supplies. 

The proceedings. — When a Baron of the Cinque Ports complained 
to the King's bailiff, that he was illegally dispossessed of his lands^- 
he placed the premises in dispute under the peace of the King, to 
prevent the disseisor from conveying them to a third person ; and the 
disseise from entering by force. With the consent of the mayor, he 
then appointed a court, and issued his summons for the parties to 
appear. 

When the plaintiff came into court, he was obliged to find two 
pledges, capable of pay ing the fine to the King, if he did not proceed 
with the assize. The bailiff then appointed twelve legal men, of the 
town, to take a view of the premises ; and seven of the twelve, at 
least, were to make a particular survey. 

While they were upon the spot, they were to inquire of the claim* 
ant to point out the boundaries of the estate; whether it was lease- 
hold, or freehold; whetbor it belonged to the church, or to one or 
more persons. If he could not answer their questions, they ton* 
sidered his claim as frivolous and vexatious, and the assize detennined 
with thfe survey against him. If he gave satisfactory answers, . they 
proceeded to a hearing. 

There was no essoin allowed in the pleading; and if either of the 
parties failed in putting in appearance, he was in mercy to the King. 

If they proceeded to a hearing, the evidence of the twelve men 
was read in court ; and if the plaintiff obtained judgment, he re- 
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covered with the rent and damages; and the defendant was to pay ther 
^e* to. the King, or go to prison. .. 

' Recognition of mort d anc€«/er.— This was to protect the heir 
under the feudal l^w, against any intruder upon his estate, on the 
death of his ancestor. 

. In this, and all other varieties, which could happen, under simi* 
jar writs of right, the mayor, with the consent of his brethren, gave 
judgment according to the evidence of the twelve men, who made the 
survey, . . 

^ ' Estrepementf from the French estropier^ to waste or destroy. — 
This writ was to prevent Waste by a tenant in dower, and for life ; iand 
hy a guardian. 

Without this restriction, a tenant or a guardian might have de- 
livered up a plundered and a^ dilapidated estate to the heir, which 
might have disabled him from paying the proportion of his expence 
for fitting out the fleet, and for watching and warding; therefore, it 
was an advantage to the public, that the estate should hot be injured 
by the possessor. 

The proceedings in the court were the same as in novel disseisn. • 

Alienation of lands^ within the jurisdiction of the Cinque Ports. — 
Every person, who wished to convey his lands by bargain, and sale, 
claimed the privilege of making final concord before the magistrates, 
in their own court. If this practice was not introduced by the Nor- 
mans, they brought it into more general use, by adopting charters^ 
with waxen seals, as the best method for securing right in livery, and 
seissein. . 

The levying of final concord in the courts of the Cinque l^orts, is 
a practice, which seems to have been governed by the statute t>f the 



' 'Dorer Customa!^ c IS-^andwieh, & 20. 
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tilth of Edward the First; for» from that time^ the parties were to be 
of full age, of a sound memory, and free to act. 

If a woman, covert de Baron, stood seized of the reversion of 
lands or tenements, within the jurisdiction of the Cinque Ports, which 
she wished to alienate, she might appear in court, and be examined 
in the absence of her husband, by the King's bailiff, and the mayor, 
and his brethren ; whether what she requested was her own voluntary 
act; or whether she was compelled contrary to her wishes. If she 
answered, she was free, she was to have recognition. The parties 
then appeared in court, and the fine to the King being settled, which 
wa« w pTopertioa to the amount of the purchase, the agreemeot was 
feecordfd by the towiHolerk. 

At Sandwich, the corporation claimed a fine of four-pence, for 
every pound of silver, and a fee of six^pence, for the towo*«lBrlL The 
pvrchav^r had a copy of the record ; and this was considered a stt£- 
^ient bar to any future claim of the woman's h^iis, upkss it was made 
as soon as they beard of the sale. 

yifhun they sold their estate, at Dover^ to a stranger, without 
acquainting the next heir, he or she might come to the huodreds and 
dbiin tSie right of being the purchaser of the premises; and the mayor 
and the jurats were to award it at one shilling in the pound less than it 
was sold for ; and the seHer was to make up tiie deficiency to the first 
^purchaser. 

TTie mayor and jurats of Winchelsea claimed the privilege of ali- 
enating lands and tenements, and rents, within their franchise, for a 
chauntry of masses, for the support of an hospital, for the honor of 
holy church, and for the churches of Saint Thomas and Saint Giles, 
in the town, without licence firom the King, or any other lord. 

Dwtrt9S fbr rent. — ^After the lords Of maliors and baronies ac^ 
cepted of a sum of money, called eacuage, for military services, a re- 
laxation was gradiuUly lAJtroducedi which tended to soften the rigour 
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of the feudal ftystem. One of the early alleyiations seems to have been 
die rertrainiog of the lord of the fee» irom eatenug on the pr^nises, 
ia a wanton and an oppressive manner, without summoning the tenant 
to appear in the hundred court, to shew cause why a distress should 
not be token up<Hi the premises.' 

Proceedings. — ^When tt tenement within the franchise had been shut 
up for a year and a day, and the landlord was apprehensive there were 
not sufficient effects on the premises to answer the rent, he might com* 
plain to the mayor and bailiif; and if he could prove what he advan* 
ced, by four legal men, in open court, they sent the sergeant and the 
common derk to the tenement, to make proclamation in these words ; 
^ He who is the tenant of this house, let him appear, and pay the ar- 
rears, within a year and a day, and satisfy the landlord for his rent, or 
assign a reasonable cause, upon pain of losing the tenement for ever/' 
They dien drove down a stake before the house, in the presence of 
their neighbours, to denote inclosure ; and their proceedings were re* 
corded. 

If the tenant did not appear within the time assigned him, the 
landlord came again to the hundred court ; and, according to the usage 
of the town, they sent the sergeant and the common clerk, with the 
plaintiff, to pull up the stake, and put him in quiet possession. 

The landlord was to pay four-pence to the clerk, and two-pence 
to the sergeant ; and these fees were due to th^n, for all attachmentii 
within the franchise. 

Tins proceeding was good a^nst tenants for Iei term, tenants for 
life, tenants in coverture, tenants within age, or in fee, or full age. 

^ The taking of mthernam. — From the Saxon weddd and nwtaf 
which signifies, to take again, or to make reprisals. A writ of wither^ 

II II i ,. i i( i m gtt=agtttttt . 

" Stfrer Cttttmmd, c 3»— WindiiAstA, c«9S— Rye, c. 49. 
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nam, or investitio, as it has been called, signifies a second, or a reci- 
procal distress,, in lieu of Ae first taken ; and this mode of proceed^- 
ing was adopted, when a distress was carried out of a sheriff's jurisdiic- 
tion, or out of the liberties of a privileged town. This writ. empowered 
the officer, to whom it was sent, to seize the goods of hini.who had 
made the distress, and removed it illegally. Property taken by a writ 
of withernam, could not be replevened, until restitution was made^to the 
complainant. The Barons of the Cinque Ports issued this writ uppn 
several occasions; and, in some instances,^ their process seemed ^todiflfq: 
from the practice in the King's court. 

If the lord of aiiy privileged jurisdiction, or the magistrate of a 
free town, compelled any of the Barons of the Cinque Ports to. pay 
toll or customs, which they were exempted from paying by their c]bar* 
ters ; or if they were robbed, by land or by water ; or if they had any 
debt owing to them by the inhabitants of another town ;^ the creditor, 
or the injured person, by applying to the mayor, might obtain his 
writ for any place, within the King's dominions. When the com^ 
plainant came into court, to demand his first letter, he was obliged to 
declare for what purpose he asked it. He said, " Sir, I want letters 
of process from this community, to recover a debt owing to me, by 
John Roe, of the town of Calais, according to this obligation, or for 
merchandize sold to him, or for any injury sustained, and which is 
justifiable in the town in which John lives/' 

The mayor then granted him the letter, addressed to the chief 
magistrate of the town of Calais, or to the town where the debtor or 
trespasser resided, to request him. to examine into the merits of the 
claim, and if he found them justifiable, then to justify; and compel 
the said John either to pay the debt, or to make the complainant re- 
•compence for the injury he had sustained. 

If the first letter remained unanswered a limited time, a second 
was sent, and also a third, and there the> application to the magistrate^ 
or to the governor of the town of Calais, ended* - - 
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The45ompIainantthen went into court, and deposed, before the 
liiayor, that his letters had been sent, and 'that he had acted in every 
respect as the law required of him ; and that the burgesses had failed 4ti 
their duty, in not doing him justice. He again proved the justness of his 
claim, and -the mayor pronounced judgment against the whole' com- 
monalty of the town of Calais, for the sum demanded. A writ was 
then issued, to seize the effects :of the first person from Calais, ' who 
idKHild'bring merchandize within the jurisdiction of the town of Dover, 
because the magistrates of Calais had refused to do justice. 

If the Inhabitants of Calais, after this proceeding, withdrew them- 
selves from Dover, to traffick with any other town within the liberties 
of' the Cinque Ports, the mayor sent his letter, with the record, to the 
€hief magistrates ; and, according to # their ancient custom, either of 
them might take a distress upon the* record, in »the same manner the 
mayor of Dover would have done, if they had brought the goods into 
his jurisdiction. 

Though the goods taken. under this writ, were absolutely for- 
feited, to the amount of the debt and costs ; yet, by the courtesy of 
the Cinque Ports, the . proprietor of them had time allowed him to 
return home, to acquaint the magistrates of what had happened to 
him by their neglect. * ^ . i 

If this application of their own citizen did not induce them to 
make the proper inquiryj and to do justice, the King's bailiff, after 
xetatning the property forty days; with the assent of the magistrates, 
ordered' the goods to be. appraised, andddivered tothe plaintiff to be 
sold. If they produced more than, the debt and cost, the surplus was 
«ent to the owner ' . ' ► *\ ? ' • • •' ^* 

In a contsest which the Barons of , the Cinque Ports had with the 
citizens of London, in the reign of 'Henry thicEiglith, they proved^ 
that they had the privilege of -buying and selling an ?any manor, lord- 
ship, or town corporate, without employing a broker, at least one hun* 
dred years before them. ...... * 
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If distress was made for toll or custom, upott any of the Barons 
of the Cinque Ports, for buying and seOiag ia anj&ir, ot inarkett 
wiihiii anj privil^ed jtirisdictiooi, and they could not procnve redress^ 
thej always proceeded by a writ of withennois to do themsehnm,^ 
tice, wheoei^er an opportunity otfered. 

When Sijr John Rivers, knight^ recorder of the cHy <^ l4»doii» 
and s^eral otknr gendeven, attended at Dovtas, ai » special bvotiier* 
hood^ in the sixteenth year of the veign of £Usabelh» to settle a. diftr* 
ence betwem the citiaens, and. the Bainos of the C^ne Ports^ tibvy 
produced to them an aathemtic rott of pai!chm«tf. fiwoi Winehdsqa, and 
another £rasiHithe; a cnatomalfiDQnL Sandwich, in Latin; an oU boolc, 
in French, belonging to IXiver^ an aodienb custanal, in RngTIsh^ h^ 
lodging to Romaey ; and andd book froin Tenterden^ ini^ranch ; by 
which they proved, that the Barans of the CSnque Ports migbb use 
letters c^ withernam upon the ddaens of London,, in. dtveis caaea. 

The last mention of the process of withernam, in the legiater book 
of the Cinque Ports, was in the year l669v 

It may be questioned* by this summary method of proeeedii^ in 
the courts of law, in ijm Cinque Potts^ by ple^ and gage^ fines and 
amercemeott, and compuigatores, wheUiorthey had any grand jury te 
find the bill, or « petty jury to try the trespasser^ as they lw»e at (nw^- 
fi«nt; and this practioe in the law courts, at Darer» senu noir to be a 
norel introduction. 

During the Conuaaonwealth, the rights and privilegca of dtiea and 
corporate towns, were a» little regarded,, as tiioae of indindnals;. and 
about that tinie» a very matoial aJteratioa was made in the practice 
of trying causes in the hundred court, which continued, until theresto* 
ration. On iho proffMCt of a permanent goTcmment^ the magistrates 
of the town of Dover had a new code of law proceedings drawn upv 
for the direction of the attomies in tiieir praoticci. From that paiod 
they dropt the anoieat teima. We heac no more of the King's bailiff; 
and new proceedings, of course, produced new terms. 
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About the year 1664, the town-clerk produced the following new 
instructions, as a guide for the practice of attomies in this town. 

Ismng of process. — Every process was to bear date on the day 
of holding the court ; and if the person resided in the town to whom 
the process was sent, it was returnable the next court day. If the 
process was sent to their deputies in 'Hianet, or to Ringwould, it tvas 
inade returnable the second court day. 

Of a capias respondendum.^— Tlds writ was given to the officer 
called the water bailiff, and he w:as to return a cepi corpus, and pro«- 
duce the person in court. . As he was only a servant, he was hot per- 
mitted to take bail to any action; and if he did, it was void ; for it 
was required to be taken before the mayor, or his deputy, in court. ' 

The giving .bail before a single magistrate liad be^n considerably 
abused; and, in the reign of .Henry the Seventh, it was enacted, thiat 
two or more justices, of the county, city, or town corporate, should be 
present, to take the bail of a person bailable by law. The practice of 
the court, under this new regulation,, seems to have been founded upon 
that statute. 

If the person did not produce his bail, his appearance was jpot 
recorded, and a scire facias was issued, before they proceeded to 
judgment. This practice was taken from that statute, which says, 
^^ Where a matter is recorded before the chancellor, and the King's 
justices of the records, in their rolls, there ought not to be theieon the 
common process of an action, by sununons, attachment, essoin, views 
of lapds^ and other solemnitijM, wheresoever the nature of the plea 
might b^ if enrolled, and of such ^a ^natu^, .tQ which the King'ls 
court might, by the law and custom of .thfeieatti, give the aufthorilgK 
of a pBCord.'' 

Declaration and proceedings thereori.^^tf the person was sent to 
gaoly the plaifttiff'was to declare,' the same court day» to shbrten the 

II 
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time of his confioeiDeot Tlib vas keeping to sight the spirit of their 
ancient practice ; which was not to infringe on the liberty of an indi* 
yidual, any longer than it was necessary, to comply with the forms 
of the law. 

When the prisoner was bailed, the plaintiff might have a r^ile to 
declare the second court day; and, upon motion, he might obtain a 
third day peremptory ; and if he did not then declare, according to 
the rule, he wias nonsuited. 

After entering the declaration, a copy was delivered to the de- 
fendant, with his imparlance to plead the next court day ; and if he re- 
quired ^ further time, he might have a rule peremptpry fpr the next 
court; and upon motion, and shewing sufficient cause^ such as the 
want of writings, or of evidence, or of counsel^ he might obtain a 
further peremptory rule ; and if he did not then plead, judgment was 
given against him, the same as if he had not pleaded. 

The same rule wa? to be observed for explications, rejoinders, 
and othqr pleas, until issue was joined ; but special pleas, and demur- 
ers, were not to be permitted, unless by the advice of counse). 

If the plaintiff did not bring the voice to a hearing the first court 
day, after the joining issue, the defendant might proceed by prpyiso. 

After judgment, the party who gained the suit, might have exe- 
cution agaipst his opponent ; but he popld not obtain execution 
against the b^iil, until he had procured a scire facias, and the water 
bailiff Had made the return, or twice nihil habeto. 

i Camrifee§. — The town-cleik was to have two-pence, and no more, 
ior entering the several rules, and the imparlances, according to the 
HAoient practice of tiie court. ' 

The attomies were to have one shilling and eight-pence, for at- 
tencKng the first court day; and four-pence for every tjme they at- 
tested ^^in in the |same action. . On the da^ of .ti^ftj> tfi^y werje to 
have three shillings and four-pence* 
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After joining issue^ the record was to be ^ifly written on pafch^ 

ment, for which tfie town*clerk was to have two^pence for each sheet. 

The attomies were to hare copies of declarations before pleading. 

The second new code^ mthout date., 
Tboogh this Code, for the use <^theattoniie89 has be^ Gonsidered 
as the last^ it bears iatemal evidence of being prior to that of the 
year 1664. 

Of putting in of appearance. — On the return of the warrant, the 
plaintiff was to appear, either by himself or his attorney ; and in case 
of defaults the defendant had a nonsuit. . 

If the defendant was a foreigner, and did not appear the first 
court days he was amerced three*pence; the second ti^ie^ six-pence; 
and the third time, nine-pence; and if be failed the fourth time^ the 
plaintiff had judgment upon default. 

If the defendant was a freeman, he had three essoins ; but if he 
failed the fourth court day, the plainti£f might declare, and have 
judgments 

Of judgments — ^Judgment, upon an action of debt, might be ob- 
tained without a writ of inquiry. , 

In judgment upon default, in an action of trespass, and trespass 
upon the case, or assault and battery, the plaintiff was to have a writ 
of inquiry, that the damages might be settled by a jury, on thp tes- 
timony of witnesses; and he might then enter jiudgment. 

P/eadiii^s.— When the plaintiff had de^Iirfed, h«f ttrigHt ghle tbtf 
defendant m^ttet t» plead th6 oett eo^i^^y; but rf, fbf particular 
reasont, he recpikerf a fbrtfeet tSiae, hef m^ght'ha^^ A pdtetaptbry day? 
and if he did uol! thett plead, the plaintiff's attorney migl^ demand 
jndgment " 

If the defendant appeared, and pleaded the geneMtl isstte, the 
plaintiff might have a venire facias, for the mayor to sununon a jury, 
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andaliabeas corpus* fox the defendant to appear the second court day, 
and tq enter into recognizaoof ; but the defenda^nt w^ not bound to 
plead, until the plaintijflf hfui produced }»s boroMghs;.f9r if he was 
sued wrongfully, and the plaintiff was a foreigner, he might be left to 
pay his own cost. . 

If the d^ndant did not answer to the issue, but pleaded specie 
ally,, the plaintiff was to have a copy, that he ought, by the ndvico 
of his counsel, either reply or demur. 

If the defendant was committed to gaol, the plaintiff was always 
to declare the first court day, or be nonsuited. 

If goods were attached, and a return made, and a pone issued, 
to bring the business before the court, the plaintiff was to declare the 
first court day ; and if the defendant did not appear, and bail them, 
the plaintiff, upon default, might have his writ venditioni exponas, 
and sell the goods, upon proving his debt, and giving security ; and 
he might have the money out of court, to discharge the sum due 
to him. 

Trial. — When the cause was at issue, and a day fixed fcxr trials 
the plaintiff was to have his venire facias returnable the preceding 
court day; and a habeas corpus returnable on the day of trial. 

If the plaintiff could not procure his witnesses, he might have 
his jury process, and give the defendant's attorney notice, at least six 
days before the trial, or pay him such expences as tlie court might 
award. ' 

Judgment might be asked the same day as the verdict, and the 
cost tfixed the next court. 

Here closes the instructions, for the use of the attpmies. If the 
court rolls could be examined, it might probaUy be discovered, when 
^rther innovations were introduced; and all ancient rules for receiv- 
ing of pleas, and for trying of criminals, were laid aside at the ev 
pence of humanity. 
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The mayor still continues to hold a court firom fifteen days to fif- 
teen daysy by adjournment; but the hundred is now called a general 
sessions, and goal delivery, with very long intervals. 

If a person be now committed soon after the general sessions, he 
may be punished with a rigorous confinement of many months, and 
discharged not guilty, with his health impjE^red, and his constitution 
injured by a long imprisonment. 

The magistrates of every privileged jurisdiction, who assume this 
power, ou^t tp consider from whence they derive it; a^d w)^thv 
there be any law to countenance the practice* 

The statutes which authorise justices,, ^^^ng Dnd^ the K^ix^g's 
commisMon, to hold sessions foqr timers ip each year, require tln^m to 
do it^ ujdd^r pains to be indicted at the di^cnetio* of the King's coun- 
cil if cuiy person complains. 

If the justices of the peace for a county are answerable to a 
controuling power, for any wilful neglect, ought not magistrates for 
any exempt jurisdictions to be the same> whenever they depart from 
their ancient customs, oonfiraied to them, by charter ? fqir jthis is in* 
troducing innovations, unknown, in their ancient privilege^ ;, apd ^hef? 
this is done, can such corporate bodies be said to be acting legally ? 
or will the law protect them in the exercise of their noye) practice ? 

Whep it is considered,; that it is t^e poor and the ignorant wjiio 
9u£per^ j^nd w^o are incapa^e of callix^ for precedents, or of judgmg 
qf the legi^i^, of. the pro9eedinga| against them ; it is much to be la^ 
i^ented, t^at a law should be lP[i|pti9g to compel exempt junsdkfions. 
to act, either by their ancient proceedings^ in the trying and punishr 
iog offenders, or by thegeneiajl l$i|W ppcjtifii^ in cpunties. 
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The &drdenVedurtjat'&iepmy. Court of appedU. fheWdtdisfnhom 
received upon entering on Ms offite. The memherk which composed the 
court. Their duty. fFiBiam the jf^rst altered the proceedings in the 
Barfs courts. Gake the ckrgy a separate jurisdiction. The War- 
den's summons. The Baron^s answer. Proclamdiion. Barons* how 
seated. Their dismission. A general summons. Of hearing pteas 
bnd appeals. ' Proceedings thereon. ' ' 

The tMte of WaMen, or Guardiaii/ is Jof Norman brigini but the 
office^ arid the duties of it/ were prior to the NOTmatl Cbncjuest. The 
Warden's court was generally^ held' 'at Shepwiay, near Hlthe, but it 
ihigHt be held at any otJiief place, at his pleasure. It was superior to 
every btlhefc court, idthitt the liberties of the Oinque Ports; atitf, as 
judge, lie could* call a gi^^tal liieeting of the members ^ho composed 
it, wheh6ver he pleased, %y giving them tiin^ notice; His office was 
anciently a place of importance. 'He Wkis^^htvustdd Wi^' the keeping 
dfall the anthentie cbpiiEis of the andent fcti^toins and laW bf tte five 
Ports, and thdr* ancient towns! He cotild inquire, Whether aH their 
laws and privileges had been faitiifiilly bbis^tid, sihcefheir 'fecst ineet- 
ing? . To him lay an appeal to judgment, passed in any of the mayor's 
courts, within his jurisdiction. He could reverse their judgment, and 
amerce the aggressors, if they had been guilty of mal-practices. If the 
facts were proved, the towns lost their franchises, and were in mercy 
to the King. 
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In the rdga of £dw«rd die Confessor, Godwin, Earl cf Kcfit; was 
Warden of the Cinque Ports ; and he possessed, within his juiisdietion, 
all the authority of a Saxon prince. This evidently appears, in a 
hraadi of the peace, which hapfwned in has tinie, at Doy». His power 
waft 40 great) that-be iTouId not sufier even the King to inflict any pvh 
nishdient on the Jiotevs, nor to interfere the least in the matter. £u^ 
sfcace, the JBa^l of Boioagae^ who had married Goda, the sister of King 
jBdward, mas returning with his: suit, in the year 1051, from a viDit to 
h» foyal iKotiiep, aad he oame to Dover. Some ci his retiatt^ in aa 
imperious tonc^ demanded a particular honse for a lodging, of one of 
the. townsmen, who was probably m freeman, and be met wi&a reAsaL 
This, produced wdcds; wosds excit^ passions; and passions blows; 
which cauiSed a. geaeral quaiireL In this affiray, several of the inhabi- 
.tant^s were kUkd, and the Eat-l lost about twenty )ausa. He escaped 
with a servant, and cetumed in haste to the King, who was then at 
Gloucester, with his courtiors; and he complained of the'ii^uries, and 
the ii^ults hi had experienced a/t. Dover.; and he demanded immediate 
sntvifactian. The King fnuUkg GodvriB,;and ordeied him imtnediately 
to chastise the insurgienta. 

The £f(rl jsplifed, that it wm nol the custom inrBngland to ^nish 
any patioik nnheard ; neither w^re the i^hfes and privileges o£ the inha*- 
JhiUmts loibe violated. He said, the persons accused ought Sant to be 
BiiuMMNied.t> aad if, upoa eoc^y, they \irere found ginity» they should 
f^akt ttt^ffat^oa. . . ■ ■ ■'■: 

.. .1! "S^tisiiFas Bpealdng'Uke aijuRt, aadi an.iBipartial jvdge i buthe cob- 
«luded.his, ^pteeh in the higjk toneiof Mathdrity ; . by deoli^aa^ as Earl 
,of K«nt, a»d Ouacdian of the Cinque iVanbSy it was his duty to pvotoct 
ikme within t^s jurisdiction fiom thie in^ts of ibreigners. As he was 
the patron of .povf'erivl-faetoiM, -who. had under thcih many Tet«ioer», 
.wtas .^feswons I'were.arine, he could easily }iave put Ins. thwats in 
«t0Qvtito ;> Aftd'it mi^^ve beep' an,:hazaardottt ieKpeiniieint for the 
JUng,. to Hate tedeaiouned, b/ foate; to>eampel the proad {^ to.«x^ 
ectttehisfionimaadl- ' :/;'.■•- :•'.:-''.''•- 
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The Barons of the! Cinque Ports Hvere aaoenable to their Wdrden, 
for any abuse or misapplication . of their pririlegea, arid for Bvay act 
of tese Majesty. 

The charter says> " We will, that the Warden* of the Cinque Ports, 
for the time being, dther by word of mouth, or by petition^ to be vamd% 
by the part;y'who shall percdve himsdf to be wronged, doentei* into the 
said port: or members, fl^om time to time, andcaiiise the plea touchkig 
Ihis defectto bebroi^ht before him, within ithe same port; aftd members, 
in the presence of sudi mayor and jumts, and thete esamine the pka, 
and correct and amerce such de&ult, if there be any ; and there admi* 
xiiater, with speed, full and complete justice, according to law and 
custom. We further will, that pleas of all sorts <^ treasons shall be 
heard, and determined, before the Warden for die time being; the 
maycx*, jurats, and bailiffs of the ports being summoned, according to 
custom used in the same port atSli^way^ and according to the law 
and custom of the court/' 

The Warden held a court . at Sh^way, within tiie' hhetty of the 
Cinque Ports ; whoe the principal inhabttants aasembfed to n^eet him> 
when he first came to enter on the duties of his office. As the repre- 
sentative of the Cinque Ports, and their ancient towns, th^ acknow- 
ledged him thdr patronv s^d mihtary leader, and they presented him 
with their accustomed gifts. Hiis practice was continued^ for several 
centuries. In the year 1598, they made thekr offering of one bindred 
pounds. Their gift was not always the same; for in the year l60T» 
they gave thdr new Warden a [iieoe of plat^ c£ tfaie value of on^ hun^ 
jdred and Mty pounds. Tins cistom of the delegates of th^ ports offer* 
.ing a gift to their new Wardeti, was> a heavy tax on the ii^bitants, 
when they frequently changed their Gaandian ; but the |M:actioe is now 
dwoontiniied, with the ancient ihethod ^fnceiimg him. 

When the Kii^ a|>pdinted a new Wasden, the Barons of Ae F^ 
atXH>fding to andent custom, required a precept, addressed to the 
mayon, jurats, or.haili&,i)f each town, uiider the seal of office, ccni- 
manding them, in the name of the King, to select six of the best and 
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most discreet of their community^ together wiHi their mayor or bailiff, 
to meet him, at Shepway, on the day fixed ih his summoiift. Ntf 
mayor or bailiff could bring with him more than six persbns at t^^ 
meeting to receive their Warden, under the penalty of one hundred 
shillings. 

A CQf^ of ike mmnumu. 

'^ I, D. E, CwMb\t at Dover Castle, and Lord WaidAi i^t Ote Cinque 
Pert*, their two andent townv and their members. To all thp mayors, bailitfk, 
and jorafs of the said ports and towns, and to each of them greeting. For eer- 
laia good eaoses Hie tiieretmto movii^, I have thought it necessary ia notify to 
yon, by these presents, that I propose, and am resolved, by Ood's grace, tb h6 
at Sbepway, in Kent, within the liberties of the said Cinque Ports, upon die 
fourth day of June next ensning, by eight of the cldck in the forenoon, then 
and there io make solemn serment and promise, to uphold and maintain th6 ti-* 
berties and privileges of the said Cinque Ports, to the best of my power, accord- 
mg io the usual custom of the said Cinque Ports ; thercffbre^ by the authority 
of my said office, thtse are, in his Majesty's name, strictly to charge and com- 
mand you, and every of you. to give good summons and lawful warning, to six, 
fifte, or four jurats, or others of the most discreet men, of every of the said 
por6r and towns, and members eorporate, personally to be and appear before' 
me, wA Shepway ; and that you, the said mayor and bailifi, and every of you, 
be likewise there present, to Aa as you have been accustomed, and belonging to 
you to do; and that you do then and there certify, under the several seals of 
your office, what you shall have done in the accomplishment of the precept ; 
certifying to me, also,, the names of all such persons whom ye shall have sum- 
moned as aforesaid; and therewith returning back unto roe this mandate. 
TVbereof fail not, under the penalty of one hundred pounds." 

If the Warden did not give the usual notice^ they did not return' 
any reply ; but, if they had full forty days, they then assembled the 
commonalty^ to nominate proper persons to meet hi» Lordship, at 
Shepway^ on the day appointed ; and tl^y then returned their answer* . 

£k 
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This practice seems to have been taken from oiir Saxon ancestorsi 
who gave forty days notice, by a general summons, that at a certain 
time, things presentable would be heard and determined in the shire 
court. 

The answer. 

" To all to whom these presents shall come, or may appertain, and espe* 
cially to D. E, Constable of Dover Castle^ and Warden, Chancellor, and Ad'^ 
miral of the Cinque Ports, their towns and members. We, the mayor, jurats^ 
and commonalty, of the ancient town of Dover, and one of the Cinque Ports, 
in the county of Kent, send greeting. May it please your good Lordship to. 
be advertised, that we have nominated, elected, and appointed our well beloved 
Combarons, A. B, the mayor of the town^ and C, D, E, F, jurats of the said 
town, to appear before your Honour, at Shepway, vrithin the liberty of our 
ports, on the fourth day of June next ensuing, by eight of the clock in the 
forenoon of that day, then and there to do such service, as to us appertaineth 
to be done, by the ancient usage and custom of the said Cinque Ports and their 
members, at the solenmization of the serment or promise tf the Lord Warden 
of the said Cinque Ports, at the first entering on his said office, according to 
your Lordship's commandment and pleasure, contained in your letter of sum^ 
mons, therein of late to us, among other things, made knovim ; wherein we do 
hereby ratify, confirm, and allow all and whatever the said mayors, bailiffs, and 
jurats, or the most part of them, shall do, or consent to be done. In witness 
whereof, we have hereunto caused the common seal of the town to these pre- 
sents to be affixed*'* 

At the meeting of the different members, on the day and time 
appointed, proclamation was made by the sergeant, as follows : — 

" O ye, O ye, O ye," (or hear ye, hear ye, hear ye,) " all mayors, 
bailiffs, and jurats, of the Cinque Ports and their members, summoned 
to appear personally before the Lord Warden, at the King's court of 
Shepway, to be holden here this day, draw near, and attend to the 
court ; upon the pain and peril that ishall wait upon those who shall 
fail of it/' 
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The ports of Dover and Sandwich being of equal power, ftifeir 
mayors were the first called; and their seats upon the bench were the 
next to the Warden ; the one on bis right hand, and the other oh his 
left, as they happened to be mentioned ; and they were accompanied 
with a certain number of jurats from each place. 

The next was the baili£f of Hastings, whose seat was on the right 
hand of the Warden, next to the mayor, who preceded him, .and ho 
came with four jurats. 

The ports of Hithe and Ronmey yielded the same services, and 
being of equal rank, their mayors took their seats as they were called ;. 
and they were each attended with the same number of jiirats a& 
Hastings. 

The next were the mayors of Rye and Winchelsea, and beiiigof 
equal rank, they were seated as they were called, and th^y brought 
each of theni four jurats. 

The mayors of Faversham and Folkstone being of equal rank, 
they took their seats in the same order as those who preceded them. 
Faversham sent five jurats, and Folkstone four. 

When the mayors of the five ports, and their two ancient towns 
and members, had answered to their names, the baili& of Lidd,: Pe* 
vensey, Seaford, and Tenterden were called; and as each of these 
towns contributed in the same proportion to the supplies, they were 
placed on the left hand of the Warden, and the baihff of Tenterden 
hajd the last seat. 

The Warden then produced his patent, and the letter of attend- 
ance, with the official seal, which were read in court. 

One of the principal Barons then standing up, said, ** My Lord, 
the manner and customs of this court are, that every one who pre- 
sents himself to be accepted as Warden, shall swear to maintain the 
liberties, usages, and customs of the Cinque Ports inviolably.'* 

The form was then read to him, as follows : — 

« I, D. E, by my oath taken, to my Lord the King of England, 
and by my Knighthood, all the liberties, and usages, and customs of 
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tbe Cinque Ports, according to my power, invidlably will keep and 
maintein/' 

To which the Warden, holding up his hand to his breast, an-* 
Tiweitd, " Yea/' 

Tlie Barons did not require him to lay bis hand upon the Evan*^ 
gelists ; for, as the Warden was generally a Knight, and of the King's 
cohincil, they considered the form they used as sufficiently binding. 

If the Warden had no precept from the King, the sergeant was 
•rder^ to dismiss the court, with the usual proclamation; and he 
added, ^* My Lord Warden desireth, and prayeth, all mayors, bai** 
Mfis, and jurats, and others who have business at Shepway, to depart^ 
and take their ease, until a new summons. God save the King, the 
Lord Warden, and the whole court/' 

He then added, " My Lord WardeA desireth, and prayeth, all 
persons present on business, to go with him to the Castle of Saltwood, 
to take such repast as shall be provided, with a welcome/' 

This concluded the business of receiving the Warden, and be^ 
fore he could appear at Shepway, in his judicial capacity, he was 
obliged, by the ancient custom of the ports, to give forty days notice 
of it, by summons ; or the towns were not finable, if the mayor and 
jurats did not appear. 

Tht general summons of the Barons of the ports to attend the courts 
to hear and determine pleas of the crown. 

*' The King, ta our beloved and fidthful Mayor of Dover, greetii^. We 
command you, that, every business laid aside^ ye be at Sbepway, on a certain 
dayi before our faithful and beloved D. E, and that you bring with you twenty- 
four legal und discreet Barons, and others, as tbey ought and were wont to 
come, ijo the place of Shepway, to answer to the justices of the chief points 
underwritten, viz. 

" Of the old pleas of the crown, which were before the court, and un- 
determined. 

''^ Of new pleas of the crown, which have happened within the liberties 
of the Cbque Ports, since the last sitting at Shepway. 
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'^ That jott bring before our justices^ at the time meutioiied, all pleas^ 
ftiid all attaehmentflj which ought and were wont to come^ and be determined at 
Shepway." 

The Warden was to inquire into all treasons and seditions against 
the King and Queen ; and if any Barons of the Cinque Forts had coun- 
terfeited the King's coin, or his seal, or wasted or clipped, or any way 
diminished the value of it. If any of the magistrates had given erro- 
neous, or false judgment, in any plea, contrary to the ancient customs, 
privileges, or laws of their respective towns. If any of the Cinque 
Ports had withdrawn themselves from the service of their ships, after 
they had been lawfully summoned, according to ancient custom ; and 
how often, and for what time, and in whose mayoralty. If any of the 
bailiffs, within the liberties, had taken of the merchants, or any other 
person, unreasonable or unlawful dues, which they were not authorized 
to do by ancient custom ; or if any of the said bailiffs had acted con- 
trary to the liberties of the town, after judgment being passed ^by the 
mayor, to the detriment of the franchise. 

This summons appears to be as old as the beginning of the reign 
of Henry the third ; as the court was to inquire what ships had been 
taken in war, and delivered to William de Wrotham, who was Guar- 
dian of the Cinque Ports, in the reign of King John, and what had 
been done with them. 

It appears by this inquiry, that the courts held by the itinerant 
justices, were intended as much to preserve the interest and dues of the 
King, as to do right to the people ; for they were to inquire what 
churches were in his presentation, with their situation, and annual 
value ; and all escheats, and every plea, were there were any fines and 
confiscations for the King. 

The oath ofthejurors.r—Ye shall truly inquire, and true verdict 
^ve, of all the points and articles which oiight to be inquired into^ at 
the King^s court of Shepway, according to the ancient custom a<nd 
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usage of the same. Ye shall not spare for any thing to speak the truth ; 
to say all that you shall be charged with by this court, as far as you do 
or may know. So God you help, and your holy doom, and by this 
book. 

In pleas which immediately concerned the King, they were' to be 
heard and determined by twelve persons, selected out of the town 
where the magistrates had been guilty of giving false judgment,, or any 
of the inhabitants guilty of treasonable practices. 

Though the Cinque Ports and their members were considered as 
one community, yet the inquisition was made, by those who lived on 
the spot where the offence was committed, and were supposed to have 
the best information; and the oath was considered as a sufficient 
guard against partiality. 

When a person was indicted for sedition, the court proceeded on 
the trial, without waiting for the apprehending the offender ; and if he 
did not appear to make his defence, the jury, after hearing the accusa- 
tion, gave their verdict. 

When the aggressor was found guilty of any crime of laese Majesty, 
the Warden, with the consent of the mayors and bailiffs on the bench, 
pronounced sentence ; and the person, if condemned to die, was imme- 
diately taken from the bar, if he was apprehended, and placed upon a 
sledge, and drawn round the circuit of Shepway, and hanged there, in 
the presence of such spectators, as were assembled to see a sight, so 
shocking to every reflecting mind. 

When the criminal did not appear, this was considered as a proof 
of his guilt, and the Warden charged every member of the court to 
arrest him, and keep him in safe custody, in one of their prisons, if he 
should be found within any of their liberties ; and to give him informa- 
tion, that he might summon another court the first opportunity, that 
they might all attend to hear the sentence, and to be at the execu- 
tion, under the penalty of forfeiting their goods and chattels to the 
King. 
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Proceedings in an appeal for false judgment in any of the inferior 
courts within the liberties of the five ports. — When there was an appeal 
for false judgment in any of the mayor's courts, the magistrates of that 
port or town were obliged to quit their seat upon the bench, and to 
stand at the bar, to wait the decision of the court. The record was to 
be tried by itself, and not by a jury, or witnesses. 

If the fact was proved, the Warden, with the consent of the re- 
maining jurats on the bench, pronounced judgment, and awarded da- 
mages to the plaintiff. The mayor and his brethren, who had been 
guilty of abusing the trust reposed in them, were dismissed from their 
Btations; and the franchise of their town was forfeited to the King, 
and they were in mercy, until their privileges could be regained, either 
by favor or purchase. 

If the plaintiff could not prove his charge, he was arrested by the 
Marshal of Dover Cajstle, and committed to prison, until he paid a 
fine to the King, and another to the town, which might have been 
disfranchised by the step he had .taken. 

Concealing treasure trove. — ^When any of the inhabitants were 
accused of finding concealed treasure, without certifying it to the 
King, or his Warden, hie was taken into custody by the Marshal of 
Dover Castle, and a day was appointed him to plead at Shepway. If 
he was convicted of concealment, it was an offence against the King, 
his crown, and dignity, and he forfeited his goods and chattels; but 
he was in mercy, and he might regain his liberty, by paying a fine. 

Neglect of sertace. — The penalty was the same as' for false judg- 
ment ; they might be disfranchised, but they were in mercy. 

The bailiff's neglecting his duty^ and taking unlawful fees. — If a 
bailiff received any fees, which were not established by the ancient 
custom and usage of the Cinque Ports; or if he neglected to put any 
sentence, pronounced by the mayor of the town in which he lived, in 
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execution; or if he acted contrary to such a sentence, or to the liber- 
ties ^f the town; in either case, if the fact was proved to the satis^ 
faction of the court, he was taken into custody by the Marshal of 
Dover Castle, and coqimitted to prison; until he paid a fine to the 
King, and another to the commonalty of the town, whose franchises 
he had violated. 

If we may judge from the members which composed this court, 
and from their proceedings in it, there is reason to conclude, that 
their plan was formed from the system adopted by their Sajcon ances* 
ttMTS, for putting the laws in execution. 

The author of the Northern Antiquities informs us, '• That the 
' assembling of the first ckisses in society, with whom the legislative 
authority was deposited, existed in Germany i^ the time of Tacitus, 
and probably long before him. It prcfvaikd in Denmark and Swe* 
den, and there are traces of it to this day. It was carried to Iceland, 
and there brought to maturity. Tim practice was transplanted to 
England ; but the bloody wars, and the desolating hand of the first 
Saxon invaders, disorganized all regular forms of government ; and it 
required the genius of an Alfred to collect and digest a system of laws, 
to restore order in the kingdom/^ 

Our Saxon ancestors had both suitors and jurors in their courts of 
law ; and there appears to have been the same in the supreme court 
of the Cinque Ports. 

When a Saxon prince, or a thane, presided with his suitors and 
jurors, he was attended, either by a bishop or his commissary, and 
they assisted each other, and decided both civil and ecclesiastical 
matters. 

In trials purely ecclesiastical, either the bishop or his commissary 
presided as judge ; and if the person convicted refused fx> subibit to 
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f^e aentoncet the civil magistrate inteffered with fine and impri- 
sonment. 

In cue of resistance ta the civil judge, the spiritual one inter- 
{Kxied. witb exoommumcation* 

* William the !First, finding it necessai^ to lessen the emolaments 
^{ the EarK that he might diminish their influence, appointed de^ 
puties to act for them, imder tine preioice of saving them the trouble 
of presiding in their own courts* He appropriated two-thirds of the 
fines and profits to his own use, and the remaining third was collected 
for them by a deputy, afterwards called a Sheriff. 

This was a severe blow td the inffuence and the emoluments of 
the Earls, and it prepared the way for introducing on the bench an 
officer, called ^e King's bailiff. ' 

William wishing to continue in fkror with the Pope, who pro- 
fessed to espouse his claim to the crown of England, he proposed to 
his UoHness a plan of separaiing the spiritual from the temporal 
judges, and to give each of them a distinct jurisdicticm. 

This was introducing another very considerable alteration in the 
practice of the courts of law ; but as the King considered it would be 
the means of attaching the clergy more firmly to his interest, he 
adopted it, without considering the difficulties it might intail on his 
successors. 

It appears that they proceeded by pledge and gage in the court 
of Shepway ; and if they had not a jury, as practised in our courts at 
present, they had twelve swora men called jurors, which were not al- 
ways selected firom the jurats ; but whether they were similar to the 
jurors in the time of Alfred, I shall leave to those who are deeper read 
in Saxon jurisprudence than myself. 

It is said of Alfred, II pendist, des suitors dorcester pur ceo que 
ils judgment un home al a mors, par jurors de lour franchise pur 

' Enay on the EngUih Contt p. 13, 17, 1&— SnliTAD, Blackstoie, and oihen. 
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felony que il scit le forsdn^et dont ils ne puissent conunistre pur 'la 
forrein* 

It is further said, he hanged Cadwine, because he judged Hack- 
ney to death, without the consent of the jurors, when he stood upoa 
^e jury of twelve men;' and because they would have saved him 
against the nine, Cadwine removed three, and put others upon the 
jury ; upon which Hackney did not put himself. 

It appears, from the rolls of Alfred, that he punished severely for 
false judgment ; and if it was not the loss of life, it was the loss dT 
situation, goods, and franchise, in the court of Shepway. 

The inhabitants of the Cinque Ports in general are as unac- 
quainted with the scite of their supreme court of law, as with the 
ancient practice in it ; which has been for some time utterly abolislied, 
and thfe mayors of the different ports,, and their towns, are left to do 
what is right in their own eyes. 

The manuscript which contained the proceedings in this court, 
was in being in the year 1692, and was examined by Thomas Tumefj, 
clerk of Dover Castle ; but when the last trial for laese Majesty, or of 
appeals, was heard at Shepway, it may be difficult to determine. 



• Mirror of Jnttioe, c. 5.— Agabtt Saxon Juries, see fficks's Tlic«. p. 34, ReeTe's Hilt, of 
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The chanary Qourt of the Cinque Ports held in Saint James's church. 
' Origin of theititk w^ettain^ Ancient duties of the ^ce. Stth 
: tutes wMch gaDe jurisdiction: How acquired in the Cinque Ports. 

Esifiroachmentfi made by the Chancellor. Disamtenis occasianed by 
: them* A meeting to settle differences. Articles' agreed to by the 

parties. A ctfy of the commission anciently given^ to the deputy. * 

The chancery court for the Cinque Ports was held in the chancel, 
in the south aisle of the parish church of Saint James, in the town 
of Dover. 

Whether the Chancellor derived his title from the lattice partition, 
or screen, by which his court was separated, to give the spectators an 
opportunity of seeing and hearing what was going on ; and when he 
first had a, power to ,try equity caijises, are points which are not easily 
settled. It can hardly fee supposed, that the Chancellor of the 
Cinque Ports had such an authority before the Chancellor of England ; 
and it ^s the opinion of Lambard, that he did not acquire any juris- 
diction for hearing civil causes, until the reign of Edward the First. 

As Bracton, who wrote on. the Courts of Law, from the highest 
tribunal, down to a court baron, did not mention the Chancellor's 
court, it has been inferred, that the official duty of the Chancellor 
was at first only to enter the acts and decrees of the Judges; and that 
King Edward laid the foundation for an equity court, towards the 
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latter part of his reign. It was enacted, Uhat the Chancellor, and 
the justices of the bench, shall follow the King, wherever his court 
shall move ; that he may at all times have near him some of the sages 
of the law, capable of ordering all such matters as might be brought 
into his court. 

The justices might hear and determine, according to custom, 
and usage, and statute; and die Chancellor might soften their sen* 
tence, by a more equitable decision ; but this does not prove, that he 
had any power to act, independently of the King; for, in the reign 
of £dwafd the Third, it was exacted, that the ClHmtieUor and the 
Treasurer might hear the c(»ip)aints of all thdse who would oouplain 
•f sheriAs,* escheators, bailifik of Irancfaises, and theivwidermiiiiBters; 
a^nd also of mainpemon^ and common embraceors, and jurors in the 
county; and of the gifts and rewards which the 9aid ministers did 
take of the people; and they were to give speedy redress. 

In another statute of the same reign it b said, 'that if any man 
feeleth himself aggrieved concerning achators, and purveyors, and 
mayors, and constables, and will come into chancery, or any one for 
him, and thereof make his complaint, he shall presently there have 
remedy. Though this statute may be considered as one of the comer 
stones of the chancery court, it may be doubted, whether the equity 
lawyers began in earnest to erect their present superstructure prior to 
the reign of Henry the Sixth. 

As the Barons of the Cinque Ports w^re obliged, by their char- 
ters, to perform certain services for the privileges granted to them, it 
was a part of their Chancellor's duty to receive all precepts and sum- 
monses, and to forward them to the different ports and towns, that the 
public business might not be neglected, nor any expedition impeded 
by their remissness, in not fitting out their fleet. 



' 92 Edw. 1, c. 5. • 80 EAw. 3, e. 9. » S6 Edw. S, c 9. 
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A JHfltdictioB gndmlij arose with such recoidi, and tiie Chao- 
oelkw of the Cinque Poits did not <wnit to io^rove it; 4Uid to keqp 
pace with the ChanceUor of JEtDglaod, m heaxiiig amA determining 
cciiapiaiats. 

But the OhsAoellor of the Cinque P<»ts had not imlj a coort <<tf 
equity, hut, a»l¥arde«» a couit of appeals; as Constable, he«ould 
hold a court nartial ; add as Admiad, a court for maratuDe n£^rs. 
Vhis aixed juristtiotion, in a ooane of time, brought all Utt 'dH* 
fcreat prooeedings into one court, where a. depntj frequenUy^ifr* 
sided) whose emoluaaento of ^office <depended upon the hutia«ss he 
could hfiagb^rehim;' Kndian intmested «oliititor, IfikhMnich a com* 
pUcaled practice, had £ncquent oppcHrtunitite of enct«>achin|; veiy 
rajudly oattbe judieitU proceedings in the mayon courts ;wi Am hii 
jurisdiotioa. 

The advanti|ge$ to be reaped, by putting the sickle into so rich 
an harvest* was not overiodsed, dthcr by the QmaoeikMS or tiieh- de- 
puties ; and the infringements which they made on the chartened fights 
<^ the Barons of the Cinque Porto, was a source of great duoontent 
and debate between the parties, for a considerable time. 

In the reign of. Elizabeth, the magistrates of the clifferent ports 
and towns det^mined to fix some bounds to tiiie proceedings of: the 
Chancellor, before he d^MiTed them of every privilege which had 
been granted their ancestors, and confirmed to them. As public bo* 
siness was impeded, an adjustmeilt was indispensibly necessary; and 
they met on the eighteenth day of September, in the year 1574, in 
the church of Saint James, in Dovier. 

The paities were, Sir William Brook, Lord Cobham, his solicitor, 
and counsel; and his opponents, the Mayors, Bailifis, and Barons of 
the Cinque Ports, and their counsel. . ■ 

The counsel for the Chancellor produced bis letters patent, and 
the records of the court, to prove iSie legality of his practice; and 
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the Barons e&bibited their charters^ ancl their ^nc^nt coittoms^ to 
establish the juriftdiction of their several* courts. 

Upon opening the business, the counsel allowed, that Landry 
questions and controversies had arisen, at diverse times, respecting 
causes of equity; and of reversing erroneous judgment; and of default 
of justice in the mayors courts, within^ their respective libef tie». 

It was dso^admitted, that the Chancellor had, from time to time| 
held his court of equity, either by himself, or his lieutenant of learned 
steward, and that they had eiitended the jurisdiction of the couH, to 
the great damage of the ports and their members. This charge wtis 
too well founded to be controverted ; and* the Chancellor was con- 
vinced, that the examining of precedents, customs, and charters, would 
diminish the practice of his court; and it was proposed to overlook 
the past, and agree upon a plan to conduct the business in future. 

. This proposal was assented to by the mayors^ and they proceeded 
to draw ' up rescdutions, to restrain any further encroachments of the 
Chancellors, or their learned stewards. They first resolved, that the 
Chancellor, or his lieutenant, or his solicitor, might hold a court of 
equity once in three weeks, on a Thursday, either in the parish church 
of Saint James, or in any other place within the liberties of the Cinque 
Ports, at his Lordship's pleasure ; and he was to appoint his own offi<- 
cers. There were not to be more than three solicitors in his court, who 
were to reside within fifteen miles of Dover Castle. 

As the mayors courts were held from fifteen days to fifteen days, 
by adjournment, in the regular routine of business ; and in particidar 
cases, at shorter intervals; it required that the Chancellor's court 
should be frequently open; or so often, that writs of prohibition and 
certiorari , might be easily and expeditiously obtained ; or judgment 
might pass in the mayor's courts, bdbre a cause could be stoj^ed or 
xemov^. 

Tlie. Barons of the Cinque Ports complained very heavily of their 
having been put to great inconveniencies, by there not being any re- 
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gtilar attendaace m the eqtiity court ; and they, murmured at the ex- 
peuce and the trouble they so frequently experi^iced, by the Chancel- 
lor's reoKiving trifling causes^ which ought to have been determined by 
their own magistrates. They insisted that he had no authority to stop 
or remove any actiofn, by plaint, indictment, or letters of process, oa 
false or frivolous complaints; and to prevent any further encroach- 
ments, it was settled, that eivery plaintiff should have his bill drawn, 
and ei^dssed, and examined^ either by the Chancellor, or his learned 
steward ; and if they judged the court ought to have jurisdiction, one 
of them was to indMse the bill, or it was not to be considered as legal. 
The plaintiff was also to give sufficient security to the court, to indem- 
nify the defendant in his cost, if he £adled in his proof. 

A copy of the bill, with the proceedings, were to be sent to the 
town, in which the mayor and the defendant resided; with a summons 
for him to appear and plead. If the plaintiff did not answer, and finish 
his ^uit within fifteen days, the cause was to be dismissed ,the Chancel^ 
lor's courts ai^d sent. back by a procedendo, to be finally determined by 
the mayor,, without any further interference of the Chancdlpr. 

.After commitment, the plaintiff was not to hjtve the writ corplus 
cum causa, until the bill was engrossed, and signed, as in the pre- 
ceding article. 

The mayor, upon receiving the pleadings, sealed up, was to de- 
liver them tO/the prisoner, within eight days, or return an answer to 
the court of equity, why he did not..^ If the answer was not satisfac- 
tory, the Chancellor might enforce obedience. 

In eveiy proceeding .in this court, the plaintiff, at the filing of 
his bill, was to produce sureties, to answer all cost.anddamages. 
t The Barons of the. Cinque Ports further declared^ that the King's 
ordinary writs had no power w:ithin their liberties ; and they insisted^ 
that they had been illegally introduced by the Chancellor. They also 
declared) that he had no , authority to issue any sun;unoos, .or^v^arrpjqt, 
from his office, in consequence of his receiving any of the ordinary 
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writs from the coinrta at Westmiositer; amd it wMsettiesd, thathashould 
not repeat the practice; but in special causes, whtte the Xb^ or tl» 
Queea were personattj coiicen)ed» or npoo j\i6gfBent of outlawtyv M 
wh»e a person had voluntarily appealed in a foreign court ; it wn oalj 
in such cases that prerogative writs were of force in the ports. 

While the Earl of Northampton was Warden and Chancellof >of 
the Cinque Ports, the Barons complained to him, that tbry ha4 bcMi 
compelled to plead, in the King's court, notwithstanding tbdf privi* 
teges, and the agreement which had been signed, by his predeocsMffs 
in office. This complaint was confirmed by the testimcmy of nany 
persons, and the Earl saw, that if he suffered the practice to conti- 
nue, it would be not only a diminution of his power, but also of the 
emoluments of his court ; and he determined to resist the proceedings 
with the whole weight of his authority. 

He commanded the magistrates to have all pleas heard within 
their respective jurisdictions in a court under his contronl; and if any 
of the inhabitants presumed to transgress his injunctions, by bringing 
an action in a foreign court, they should, for every offence, be com- 
mitted to Dover Castle, until they had paid to him a fine of ten 
pounds. 

The applying for justice, where he had no jurisdiction, he con- 
sidered a manifest derogation of his honor, and a contempt of his go- 
vernment ; and a person imprisoned for such an offeree, was not to be 
liberated without his permission. The priscmer was firrt to acknow- 
ledge his fault, and make the most humble concession, and find sure- 
ties not to offend against his commands in future. They were to 
observe his orders, or risk his displeasure. 

Though the magistrates had resolution in the reign of Elimbeth 
to oppose their Qiancellor, in about thirty years, they were not only 
ready to surrender every privilege, but to submit to the most abject 
indignities, to gain a smile of approbation firom their Warden. 
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' A* the timfe was arrived to .rivet their fetters, the ChaiK^IIor had 
H ddiireed^ that ev^ry magistrate, either far mal-practice, or for con* 
t«Df»t, lerliMrafij complaint, brought into his court, should appear at 
Ike fiwtsMnmoM, and find sureties.. The punishment was to be a fine^ 
at the ¥^ili of the Chaiiceik>r; and in case of resistance, imprisonment 
during pleaMife; atid the same for any misdemeanor conmiitted in his 
prasedce. 

He gracioftisly coodttc^nded^not to, imprison them for petty of- 
ftliee8{ Mikas they could be considered as an encroachment oil his 
authority^ 

'. The defegal£s of the ports ventured to complain of the exchequer 
writs being directed to the Gonstabte of Dover Castle ; and they were 
sent fiom thence to the sev^al ports, and they were obliged to return 
their answers to bis office; and through the fault of his clerk, they 
w^re frequently .fined^ for notmaking their returns properly. 

As a Mmcidy for this evil, it was cMrdered^ that with every return 
to this office, they should send a copy, to be examined and compared 
with the' return by his ckrk^ who was to subscribe and return it with 
Ids name ; and if he had jnade any alterations, the fine was to be paid 
by the Chancellor's clerk. 

The court of brotherhood had passed several decrees, reflecting 
on the proceedings of the Chancellor, and \m officers, for encroaching 
on their privilegea; fohd to prevent them from a(^)earing on their re- 
Qofds, at any futwe. period, it^was decreed, that ttey should all be 
repealed. 

. . To remove the cause of furtlm controversies, it was determined, 
that .if attycfuesCionis of rights and privileges should arise in future,* 
thtn ,twcr Persians firom each of their five ports, and their ancient towns, 
should meet his. Lordship to settle the difference. 

Though the parties assembled were so condescending as to give up 
tbeiv privileges to the Warden, they did not mean that their surrender 
... ]fa 
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should desomd to his successors in office; for it was decreed, that at 
his death, or resignation, their agreement should be void, nor should 
any. matter or thiqg appear as a prec^ent against themselves, their 
heirs, or successors, to compel either 'of them to submit to the courts 
of chancery, or admiralty, beyond what they had anciently done. 
.. . It is not to be doubted, by the complaints, but that there were 
many frivolous and vexatious suits brought, or removed, into the 
court of chancery for the Cinque Ports ; and as a proof of it, I shall 
insert an abstract of the pleadings in a cause, which is probably with- 
out an example. Though a proctor may now smile, at hearing of a 
bill filed in the court of chancery for the Cinque Ports, to recover a 
church rate ; a solicitor may deem it a curiosity to see something of 
the practice upwards of one hundred and fifty years since, for recovw- 
ing B. trifling sum of a few shillings; but when they are informed, 
that the bill would make forty-six of our present folios, this may be 
thought a sufficient reason for not inserting the whole of it. But, 
rather than the pleadings in this court should be intirely buried in ob- 
livion, I shall give the title and the outline of the bill, and the answer, 
which may enable any solicitor, of moderate abilities, to extend it to 
the usual length, if the proceedings should ever be revived again. 

By the title, the bill was addressed to his Royal Highness James, 
Duke of York and Albany, Earl of Ulster, Lord High Admiral of 
Engkind and Ireland, Constable of Dover Castle, and Admiral, and 
Chancellor of the Cinque Ports, their two ancient towns and their 
members. 

The two orators in the bill were the churchwardens, who opened 
their complaint, by setting forth the description of their town, the 
number of die churches, and of the inhabitants in their parish, the 
manner of electing their minister, his particular duties, and the salary 
allowed him. 

They next shewed, that it had been their ancient and usual cus* 
tom, to raise the sums they wanted for the repairs of the church, the 
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.jnavitenancei^ th«ir minister^ and for otliar purposes, upon the occu- 
piers of houses^ by an equal rate, and tlmt tliey bad assistant audiidrs^ 
legally appointed^ who were 6t and proper persons^ to levy, ebllect, 
i^nd distribute tlie money, for the different purposes mentioned in 
ihebiU. 

, Tbey n^xt shewed the time, and the. manner of their electing the 
!^v. Nathaniel Barry, and Samuel Hind, D^D. to be their niinisters; 
and that they had both faithfully and diligently officiated; to the ge^ 
neral satisfaction of the inhabitants, who did agtee, at the time of 
their election, to allow them) the annual stipend of one hundred 
pounds, tQ,;be paid by quarterly payments. 

They ayeriQed, that the persons assessed in the schedule annexed; 
were householders, liable to pay the rates ; and as tbey were just and 
necessary, they ought to pay them. They further averred/ that the 
defendants knew all the premises; but, by combining and confede- 
rating among themselvM, and diveite other persons unknown to the 
orators, they were endeavouring to frustrate their ancient and lauda- 
ble custom^ to prevent the good people of the parish from receiving 
the comfort of gqdly and able ministers ; and though the rate had been 
demanded in a friendly manner, they persisted in refusing to pay it, 
to the discomfiture of the orators, and-the pari^oners. 

They declared, that neither they nor their successors could have 
had ministers, if the rate was not paid; and they had no other church 
to resort to, for hearing, praying, baptizing, and burying the dead; 
and that they had no remedy against the confederates, in the common, 
ecclesiastical, or spiritual law of the nations; but only in his High- 
nesses honourable and supreme court of the Cinique Ports, where they 
were accustomed to seek relief in all causes, upon a failure of justice; 
and therefore they prayed a subpoena; comtnanding them, on a cer- 
tain day, to answer to their complaint in equity and good conscience. 

The demurrer of the confederates to the bill of the complainants 
was of a moderate, length, as it did not contain more than twenty- 
folios of our modem practice. 
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The eonibderates denied the afiegations they were diarged ^Hk 
in the bill, ctnd thej demurred, tiayiog, the bilU and die pretensions 
therein stated, were contrived to support an anarchical independent 
congregation, where old women and children might meet in the church, 
without the approbation of the ordinary, and elect and place a mi^ 
niister theiie, though he was neither a spiritual or a licenced preacher; 
which, tJiey said, was contrary to reason, the common law, and to the 
ancicBt ecclesiastical government of |he church of £ngland, which was 
a dangerous prepedent. 

' Though the complainants said the church was a donative, the 
confederates averred, that the matter alleged was repugnant to it; for 
they did not pretend to an interest, but to a power; and they asked. 
What are the patrons of this denative to do, if the people elect their 
own minister, and place him in the church? 

If they pkad that the inhabitants are patrons, that they should 
state that they are incorporated, which they have not done; and besides, 
a donative is. an advowson, which is a freehold. 

The churchwardens sue for a rate for the maintenance of a mi- 
nister; yet they do not state, that they are entitled to such a suit by 
prescription, or charter, which they ought to have done, this being a 
matter essential to a churchwarden. They remarked, that the church- 
wardens sued for a rate to maintain Nathaniel Barry and Samuel 
Hind, their ministers ; but they did not aver, that they were spiritual 
persons, and in orders. They further said, that they sued for a main- 
tenance for Samuel Hind, who was chosen after Nathaniel Baity; 
and from their own bill it appeared, that Barry was living; and 
therefore, unless they had shewn Barry was dead, or had resigned, or 
was deprived, or had seceded, the court must understand, that Samuel 
Hind could not be the lawful minister. 

But there was a very mateVial article in their bilL They sued for 
a sum rated in several years, by several assessors, without naming any 
of them, in any one year, nor any certain sum in any year, and * by 
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puttiiig several years togetlier, the defendants were precluded from 
taking the advantage which the law gave them of appealing^ if the 
rates were illegal. They added, that, it is said, the churchwardens 
were legally chosen, but they did not say by whom; and the court 
was left to judge of the legality of the choice. 

The complainants did not set forth any equity in their bill, to en* 
title the court to grant ^leirsiRt; and* ^ these, and diverse other 
errors and imperfections in their bill, they demanded judgment of the 
honorable court, whether they should be compelled to make any fur** 
tber answer ; and they prayed to be dkinussed the contt. 

There is no reeoid how the Cfaaneellor deereed apMt these 
pktdngs. 

Fees of office. 

For a writ of certiorsri^ mjaBctian> eorpus cum causa^ 

and process, each.. ••••••••;• «••.••.•••••• %<^ 

Solicitor's fees before joinii^ issue./ •.^•^ ^ 4 

Attendance afterwards • ••.••••.••• 1 

The clerk, for copies, each sheet. •• ....•••O 4 

^The town-ckrk, copies of records removed, ditto 4 

For allowing a writ, or process •..•••••.« . 5 

Di^, each week, for such as are of ability.* •• IQ. 0* • 

Totlieparteratenteriiig,«.«..t**#«***«*»«*.»«*««. 1^ 6 
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AdmiraJf derioathn of the iitk. Appointed to guatrd particular dii^ 
* tricts. Their power. , Asmme authority. Remedy to. check it. Their 
commissioners* power limited. A penalty. Criminal offenders tried 
by commissioners. Wrecks of the sea granted to the Barons of the 
Cinque Ports. The magistrates take all wrecks to themsehes. Ac- 
commodate the Admiral with a pflrt. Disputes an4 accommodations. 
New rules. Frffh encrfi/ifihmfntf: .Cmmels opinion. Petition. Ta- 
rious new decrees. ....... 



The title of Admiral has been soi^t for in different languages, by 
antiquaries ; but Sir Henry Spelman prefixed the Arabian, or the Sara- 
senic word amira, or almirable, to any other ; and he says, it signifies 
a chief ruler, a prince, or ar governor^ through all their t^ritories, from 
Spain, to the various parts of Lesser Asia. 

This officer, like the praefectus classis of the Romans, had the 
command of a certain number of ships, to guard a particular part of 
the channel, against the depredations of piratical parties, and to pro- 
tect the inhabitants on the coast. 

In the sixteenth year of the reign of Edward the Second, Robert 
de Bello Campo, was appointed Admiral, to guard the coast nortli of 
the Thames ; and, in the following year, he had a commission to act 
on the westward of that river. 
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It does not cleariy appear, that the Admiral had at firsit any juris^ 
diction^ or authority to inlerfo^ in any maritime cause, prior to the 
reign of Edward the Second ; for Walsingham, speaking of them, says, 
^^ They had the keeping of the seas, and full power, by the King's com* 
mission, to invade, annoy, and spoil the French merchants/' 

It may also be doubted, whether their authority, at that timd, ex- 
traded to the hearing of maritime causes; for those of importance seem 
to have been determined in the King^s court ; and those of less conse- 
((uence^ were left to be adjusted by the sheriffs of counties, by the 
justices of wrecks, m by coroners r as each of them acted at different 
times; and by the statute' which passed in the reign of Edward the 
Third, they were accountable to the King for their conduct 

The admirals, at that time, were very far from being satisfied with 
their limited jurisdiction^ the water; and before the end of that reign, 
while the King was perplexed with his contineatal affairs, they extended 
their authority over wrecks, and to the shore of the sea! They were so 
active in establkhing this power, that in the reign of Richard the Se* 
cond, they had made such unprecedented encroachments on the privi^ 
leges of divers franchises, that there was a general clamour against them. 

As the evils were loudly complained of, it was judged expedient 
to provide a remedy. It was enacted, that neither the admirals, nor 
their deputies, should in future interfere with any matter or thing in 
their sessions, which was not done upon the water ; and they were to 
be guided by their ancient practice. When the statute passed into a 
law, the legislature had never attended to the foundation which the 
admirals had laid, for extending and raising their judicial superstruo- 
ture. In the commissions granted to the admirals, prior to the reign 
of Richard the Second, they had given them, in general terms, all the 
privileges and emoluments which had been enjoyed by their predeces- 
sors ; and as each of them had endeavoured to extend their jurisdiction. 
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they had deprived leveral lords of franchiflM on the coait, of cc^Bider- 
ftble advantages. Privileges given, in indefinite temis^ to the admirals^ 
could not fail of ititerfering with tiie grants of the Barons of ihe Cinque 
Ports, and the free towns, and the £^re ol the aea ; and of coufBe, it 
was a source of continua} contention between them. 

*In about two years after passing the statnfe of Richard the Second, 
it was found necessary to limit the admirals jurisdiction ; and it wa« 
again ^acted^ that they should take cognisance only of ofienccs done 
Upon the sea, and on public creeks and rivers between the shore, and 
the first bridges over them. As a law, without a spedrfie remedy; 
wanted energy to restrain the usurpation of the adnurmis, it Wasenactcfdf, 
that ten pounds, with treble costs, might be recovered, of any tran»* 
gressor of the statute, by an action upon the case. But the most offen- 
sive part of the admirals practice was still unrestrained ; which was, 
their trying and condemning crinainals without a jury. This was con- 
sidered as hostile to the English constitution, and of course obnoxious 
to the people. They could not bear to see a person receive sentence of 
death by a maritime judge, without the consent of any of their equals. 

As pirates and murderers frequently escaped the hand of justice, 
because vf itnesses were beyond the sea, and sentence could not be pro- 
nounced, unless they could compel criminals to confess by torture; it 
was therefore found necessary to take away this offensive practice in 
the admirals court; and it was enacted, that all treasons, murders, 
robberies, and conspiracies, committed on the high seas, or in any ' 
river, harbour, or creek, within the admirals jurisdiction, should be 
tried by commissioners, appointed by the Chancellor, under the great 



Wh^ a commission was sent into the liberties of the Cinque Ports, 
fi>r trying a criminal for a capital o£fence, it was addressed to the Con- 
stable of Dover Castle, or his d^uty ; who, with three or four more, 
named in the commission, were directed to empannel a grand jury, to 
find the bill, and a petty jury, to try the offender ; and the admiral, 
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with the consent of the commissioners, was to pass sentence, according 
,to the verdict given. 

As the admiral frequently claimed the same authority as the poro- 
ners and sheriffs of counties, magistrates of gilds, and lords of baronies 
and manors, over wrecks of the sea, the principal part of the business, 
jfor many years, in the admiralty court, within the jurisdiction of &e 
Cinque Ports, was the settling disputes relative to th^n. 

The King claimed, by his prerogative, whatever was driven owl 
shore, without any living creature upon it ; but all wrecks of the 8ea» 
on any part of the coast, within the liberties of the Barons of the 
Cinque Ports, were given them in some of their first charters, to assist 
.them in raising supplies in fitting out their fleet. 

They were to be wreck free, or to have their own goods, when 
cast on shore on any other privileged jurisdiction, without their being 
liable to be seized, or detained by the lord of the franchise. Richard 
the Second extended the grant of Edward the First, relative to wrecks, 
to places adjoining to the liberties of the Barons of the Cinque Ports. 
The words of the charter are, ^^ and that the said Barons and good men, 
and their successors, shall have wrecks of the sea, at whatsoev^ 
coasts, and arms of the sea, in the ports and members aforesaid adja- 
cent, it shall happen to be cast, and all and singulsir the things which 
belong and appertain to such wrecks. And further, that the aforesaid 
Barons, and good men, and their heirs and successors, and every of 
theoH from henceforth may have whatsoever they find upon land, or 
sea, freely, peaceably, and quietly, without any impediment or dis- 
turbance by us or our heirs, or by the Constable of us or our heirs, 
within our Castle of Dover, or by the Admiral of the Cinque Ports, 
within the ports and members aforesaid, without any division of it to 
be made, or any part of it to be given to us, or any other person.'' 

This grant clearly included flotsam, jetsam, lagan, and shares ; 
and the privileges were enjoyed by the Barons of the five ports, dur-^ 

Nn 
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ing several reigns ; but at last innovations were made by the admirals, 
from time to time, under pretended claims; and their learned stew- 
ards, upon turning over their records, found some obscure precedent, 
to countenance a pretence for encroaching on the privileges of the 
Barons of the Cinque Ports. 

The demands of the admirals, at first, met with considerable op- 
position; but, in the year 1525, the magistrates formed the design of 
taking all wrecks themselves. It was probably at the court of bro- 
therhood, that they decreed, that wrecks of the seas should belong 
to the jurats of that port where they were found. 

When the conmion barons, and good men of the ports, had yielded 
up their right of wrecks to their magistrates, they, in their turn, were 
desirous of gratifying the wish of their admiral, for a limited time, 
without looking forward to consequences. Henry f'itzroy, their admi- 
ral, wished to share, with the magistrates, the advantages they had 
gained over the common barons of each port ; and they accommodated 
him with one-third of the findals, as a mark of respect to the son of 
their Sovereign ; but it was not to descend to his successor in office. 
The next admiral, under his commission, claimed whatever his prede- 
cessors had enjoyed ; and this laid the foundation for frequent alterca- 
tions about wrecks. 

At a court of brotherhood, held at Sandwich, in the year 1570, by 
the delegates of the Cinque Ports, to settle disputes about winecks, the 
magistrates insisted, that what they had given to the admiral, he could 
not demand as a matter of right ; but it was done to reconcile differences ; 
and they again admitted, that he might take one-third of all wrecks 
and findals floating, and one-half of all jetsan wrecks ; but they held fast 
the privilege of being wreck free themselves. Here the delegates wait 
a step beyond their authority, in surrendering the privileges granted to 
others jointly with themselves ; and every concession was recorded in 
the admiral's court, to appear against them at a future day. 
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At a meeting of the delegates of the ports, held in. the year i 574, 
to settle disputes between them and the admiral, relative to jurisdic- 
tion, as already mentioned, under the title of the court of chancery, 
they had discovered their error, in adopting an accommodating system ; 
and they unanimously declared, that it had been the practice of their 
admirals, within their own memory, as well as in times passed, to en- 
croach on their privileges, and they produced their charters to prove it 

The counsel for the admiral brought forward the commission, and 
letters patent of his lordship, and the records of the court, to shew 
what had been the practice in times passed ; and upon this usurped 
claim it was agreed, that an accommodation should again take pktoe; 
and the magistrates made such concessions, as soon terminated in their 
surrendering all claims to any part of the wrecks. 

In forming the outline of a new code of rules and orders, the de- 
legates ended^voured to guard against vexatious delays in the admiral's 
court, which was to be held at least four times in a year, in the parish 
church of Saint James, and the attornies were to be sworn to do right. 

Every offender brought within tlie liberties of the Cinque Ports, 
for offences committed on the high seas, was to be tried in the admi- 
ralty court ; but where the offence was committed in any harbour, 
haven, or river, the person was to be tried in the mayor's court, in 
that port where the criminal committed the act. This privil^e the 
Barons of the Ports claimed as their indisputable right ; for it was 
given them by charter ; to take cognizance of trespasses committed 
on the high sea, the shore, and the fresh water. The jury was to be 
of the town, in the mayor's jurisdiction, where the act was committed ; 
and when in the adniiral's, he was to have the mayor, or the magistrates 
of the same town, on the bench with him. 

The custom of receiving and detaining of wrecks, as practiced by 
the feudal lords, was next taken into consideration ; and the precau- 
tion which was used by each party, shews that they were hot blind to 
their own interests. The admiral's counsel was obhged to confess, that 
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ships wrecked^ and findals on the sea, brought within the liberties of 
the Cinque Ports, belonged to the Barons ; and as the admiral's claim 
would not bear a strict examination, it was thought prudent to accept 
whatever they would concede to him. 

They consented that the admiral might have a share of wrecks 
driven on shore within their jurisdiction; and when there were no 
claimants, they might be divided between them and the persons 
who found them ; but they would not yield to him any property 
taken up at sea, and brought within their franchise ; this was to be 
the sole property of those who found it; and such of their own vessels 
goods as were wrecked, were to belong to their owners. 

To prevent any frauds, each of the parties appointed a deputy, 
to reside in the ports and the towns on the coast, to preserve the wrecks 
for the benefit of the claimants. 

The same distrast they had of each other, they entertained of the 
inhabitants ; and they mutually agreed, that if their officers should 
detect any of them concealing wreck goods, they should not only for- 
feit their moiety, but they should pay the real value of them, either 
to the admiral, or the mayor of ^e town, in whose jurisdiction the 
goods were found. 

To prevent the admiral fix>m taking any advantage of the person 
who found the wrecked goods, it was settled, that they should not be 
removed by his officers out of the limits, until a division was made, 
and the moiety secured to those who found the property. 

If a vessel was driven on shore, with any living animal on board, 
and it could not be deemed a wreck, it was settled, that the property 
should be in the custody of the admiral, for the benefit of the claim*- 
ants; but he was to pay those who found it their proper shares, and 
to indemnify the town against the demands of the owners, if any ap- 
peared. All this precaution shews, that the magistrates had but little 
^confidence in the justice and moderation of their admiral ; for they sti- 
pulated, that he should not imprison any of the inhabitants, upon 
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iiifonnation of having found wreck goods, nor until they were fully 
convicted of it in open court 

These concessions laid the foundation for encroachments to suc- 
ceed encroachments, while they had a privilege 1^ worth preserving. 

The admiral, as coroner, claimed to have jurisdiction, and to 
hear and determine all offences within the bays and harbours, unto 
high water mark, within the franchises of the Cinque Ports ; and this 
business was, by the magistrates, referred to counsel, in the year 
1606, and they received the following answers. 

All that is within low water mark is a part of the county, and 
not altum mare; and therefore, neither the admiral nor his officer 
have any power within low water mark. 

Question. — ^Whether the admiral has jurisdiction, as coroner, when 
it is full sea, within the havens, piers, and creeks, when the land is at 
both sides; and whether he can claim any deodand, or felons goods, 
there happening at that time? 

Answer. — ^The port, creek, or haven, is a parcel of the county, 
wherein the admiral, as admiral, can have no jurisdiction. If it was 
parcel of the county, when it was not full sea, then it follows, that 
it must be so when full sea. 

Question. — Whether the admiral has authority to inquire of Oyer, 
or to determine any matter against any penal statute, as transporting 
goods prohibited, or such like offences ? 

Answer. — ^The Admiral may not inquire of Oyer, or determine 
any thing done or committed against any penal law, unless it be 
so provided by the penal statute itself. 

Question. — Whether the admiral may make inquiry in any one 
port, by the inhabitants of the same port, where the inquiry is with 
the inhabitants of any other port? 
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Answer. — ^The inhabitaDts of one port are not oooipellable to 
attend to an inquiry in another port, whdre they dwell not. 

Thomm Harris. 
The words are so, and cannot receiviB any other eipositioD. ' 

R. Hutton. 

After the Barons of the Cinque Ports had murmured under an 
arbitrary system for more than half a century, themiyor, jurats, and 
commonalty of the town of Sandwich, in the year l629, ventured to 
oiFer an humble petition to their admiral, complaining, that the liber- 
ties of their ports and their members had been infringed, contrary to 
their ancient usages and customs, which had tended to the impoverish- 
ment and depopulation of their town.. They said, that in their char- 
ters, they had power to hold pleas of all actions, real, personal, and 
mixed, in their courts of record ; yet, upon slight and frivolous pre- 
tences, even after judgment was given, writs of injunction and certio- 
rari were granted, either to stop, or remove the suit to Dover, con- 
trary to all ancient practice ; by which poor people were compelled to 
lose the benefit of judgment, and compound their cause, rather than 
submit to the expence, and the trouble of journies to Dover. 

Exclusive of the unwarrantable practice of the chancery court, 
the admiralty court exercised ordinary jurisdiction over matters arising 
on the sand, the sea, and shore above high water mark post reflexum 
maris, and within the havens, piers, and creeks, and upon fresh water, 
where the sea never flowed, contrary to their charters, and the law of 
the land. 

That they had questioned, and caused certain kidle grounds td 
be presented, which were private men's inheritance; for which they 
could shew ancient evidence, that they had bought and sold them as 
other lands. 

That the admiralty court had frequently fined and amerced the 
ports men, and admitting them lawfully imposed, yet the fines be- 
longed to the ports in which the offenders lived. 
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They further said, that wrecks and findals did belong to them by 
charted; and though it was agreed between them what share the admi- 
ral might take, yet his officers would take the whole, and ill treat the 
finders of them, and not allow them their proper shares ; but harass 
them to Dover, to question them about the quantity of goods 
wrecked ; and that tliey issued their writs to all mayors, bailiffs, and 
jurats, commanding them to aid and assist the sergeants of the admi- 
ralty court, or their deputies; all which proceedings were contrary to 
their charters. 

That the said court did compel ports men, contrary to their pri- 
vileges ; and that the officers of the admiralty exacted greater fees 
than they had been accustomed to do in former times. 

That the bonds which they required, every second year, of all 
masters of ships, barks, and vessels, and of innholders, victuallers, 
and hackney men, are new charges in the port. 

That the mayors and bailiffs have always been joined in the com- 
mission, in the viewing of arms, and in taking of musters^ until very 
lately ; and gunners, and other ofUcers of the castles, who used to be 
impleaded, and punished for offences in the ports, challenged an ex- 
emption, and it had been granted them. 

That writs, addressed to his lordship, for any of the inhabitants 
of the ports not incorporated, were used to be sent with letters of at^ 
tendance to the mayor and jurats of the head port, for them to order 
the execution of the said writ; but now they are sent immediately to 
the deputy, and not to the mayws, to the derogation of the liberties 
and privileges of the head ports. 

That the Lieutenant Governor of Dover Castle has sent warrants 
for some of the inhabitants to appear before him, and has committed 
them for a breach of the peace, and other misdemeanors, when there 
was no suit judicially depending before him; by which they were rose 
to heavy charges, when the inquiry belonged to the mayor and jurats, 
and not to the admiral, or his deputy. 
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Thig petition shews, that the admiral, and his learned steward, 
had contrived to increase the emoluments of office, by extending an 
arbitrary stretch of power, to the utmost limits of their jurisdiction; 
and the magistrates of the town of Sandwich had public virtue suffi* 
cient to enable them to point it out to his lordship; but it was the 
last ineffectual effort, which was made in the ports to check his 
usurpation. 

Private interest had supplanted every other consideration in their 
leading men, and they were found by the admiral, and his learned 
steward, fit instruments for their purpose; and they very soon pre- 
pared them to expedite, and finish the plan, which they had for some 
time been forming. 

A new code of laws soon appeared, but without date, to prevent 
any further trouble with claims of rights and privileges; and some of 
the sections of it would have disgraced a Goth, or a Vandal, in the 
rudest times of a dark and a barbarous age ; but it was received, as 
far as we know, without any opposition; although it imposed the most 
abject and horrid punishment on the delegates of the Cinque Ports^ 
who were members of the admiralty court, which could have been in- 
vented by any of the uncivilized tribes of the desert or the forest. 

As the presenting petitions might keep in remembrance (^d claims, 
and the mentioning the proceedings in the admiralty court might ex- 
cite the Barons of the Cinque Ports to oppose them; the learned stew- 
ard gave it in charge, that if any magistrate, after having been swoni 
to take inquisition in the admiralty court in any cause, should declare 
any secret, he should be had to the next port, where his offence should 
be proclaimed, and from thence he should be conducted to the sea 
shore, where the sea ebbed and flowed, and there he should be bound 
hand and foot to a stake, and have his throat cut, and his tongue drawn 
out of his mouth through the wound. This was a most effectual me- 
thod to command silence, and secure secrecy ; and to insure the emo- 
luments of office, without any further interruption. 
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It was then decreed,' that if any person found Aotsam, jetsam, or 
lagan goods, within the jurisdiction of the Cinque Porte, and the 
owners of them should not be Jknowh, the admiral would then have a 
moiety of them to his own share; and if the part laid out for him did 
not prove satisfactory, the person who found the goods, should not 
only forfeit his own i^are, but the value of it. 

This was leaving the finder of the property entirely at the mercy 
of the admiral, whose avarice might covet the whole ; and he might 
fine the person for keeping any part of it for himself. 

By the aid of a little superstition, the admiral claime^l a right to 
dispose of all money, jewels, and apparel, found on a dead body» for 
the good of the soul, whether the carcase was found floating, or cast 
on shore ; and for fear it should not receive all the advantage of his^ 
kind intentions, the finder was to be punished, with fine and imprison- 
neht, for witllholding any part, and for frustrating his pious design. 

But a moiety of the wrecks was soon found insufficient to satisfy 
the admiral ; and he next demanded the greatest part ; and it was 
made an order of court, that if a person, within the jurisdiction, should 
find either a ship, or a boat, or any wreck, driving with the tide, and 
not deliver it into the custody of his officers, within a day and a half, 
he was to pay the value of the whole wreck, and be fined at the plea- 
sure of the admiral; who was then to take his share, n^ch was to be 
the greatest part, or what he required. 

As claiming and dividing wreck goods was found troublesome, it 
was next decreed, that if any person should claim, and not be able 
to prove his right, he should be fined double the value of the property 
fe'r his presumption. All piratical goods, brought within the liberties 
of the Cinque Ports, should be kept under the custody of the admiral; 
and if they were not claimed in a proper time, they were to be con- 
demned by the court, and shared between the admiral and the port 
in which they had been stored. 

00 
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That his fiat might be absolute, it was declared rebellion to resist 
him in. his judicial capacity ; but the refusing to serve the King^ was 
only imprisonment in irons, until the offender had paid a fine, at the 
discretion of the court. 

It was declared death to steal nets, ropes, buoys^ and cordage, to 
the value of twenty-pence ; and it was the same for furnishing the eae^ 
mies. of the King with provisions or arms^. For stealing property under 
the value of twenty-pence ; the first offence, forty days imprisonment ; 
for the second, two months ; and for the third, death. 

For exporting lead, tin, copper, or any other merchandize^ with- 
out special lic^ice from the admiral, the forfeiture was the value of the 
goods ; and, for wilfully taking on board a felon, or an outlaw, <»: any 
of their property, the vessel wa& fidrfeited to the admirals 

If a mariner, by n^ligence, lost a ship, he was to make satisfaio 
tion to the owners, or to have his head struck off on the side of the 
boat For murdering or robbing either a British subject, or a foreigner, 
on the sea, or the sea shore, within the liberties of the Cinque Ports, 
was to be punished with death, at the will of the admiral. 

For cutting a buoy from. an anchor, and causing smy vessel to 
be wrecked, death. . 

For hiring a foreign servant, when they might have had an English 
one; and for receiving, concealing, and keeping, any goods, belonging 
to the admiral, fine and imprisonmmt, at his pleasure. 

For hurtiog or maiming a mab in an affray, the aggressor was to 
recompense the injured person^ and pay a fine of five pounds to the 
admiral ; or suffer imprisonment at his will. 

For taking more than the accustomed due, for the anchoring of a 
ship, to pay a fine, at the pleasure of the. admiral. 

, For casting out ballast, and damaging any haven or channel, 
within the liberties of the Cinque Ports, was a discretionary fine ta the 
admiral. 
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' If a sfaipwrigbt exacted more than his kwiiil wages, he was fined 
at discretion. 

If an inhabitant of the Cinque Ports was impressed, and he re^ 
sistedy or made his escape^ he was to be kept in prison: during the ad- 
9fAhys pleasiird. • 

For buildnig a mill on & stream, or any flat-water, which. did any 
prejudice to a harbour, or haven, the owner was to pay an arlntrary 
fine to the admiral, and take down the mill. 

. For taking' oysters or mtiaelesin.betwe^i the first day of May, and 
the fourteenth day of September ; and for catching the young fry of 
^sh^with> improper nets, the ofienders were to pay a discretionary fine. 
i\ For catching soles and plaice with nets, wfith meshes less.than five 
inches; and for fishing for r them before the Meenth: day of May, and 
after the first day of November ; for every time they offended, they 
were to pay a fine of forty shillings. ^ 

For fishing after the setting of the sun, and before- its rising, and 
not suffering the fish 'to enjoy their food- quietly, they were to forfeit 
all the fish they caught^ and the same for fishing with a tuck net, mar- 
vel net, or shot'net,( with meshes less than three inches.^ 
-' For taking any< royal* fish, sudh? as whales 'Or porpoises, and not 
giving the admiral half, they iwere to forfeit the whole. 

If' the inhabitancts of tlie Cinque Ports impleaded each other in 
any courty excepting the< admiral's, they were to withdraw their suit at 
their own cost, to satisfy the defendant, and to pay a heavy fine for 
their presumption. 

To prevttit the magistrates of the different towns from opposing 
this arbitrary liystem of ignorance, absurdity, and tyranny, it was de^- 
dared, either by the admiral or his learned steward, that they who 
offended,* should suffisr 6ix months imprisonment, for passing any order, 
which might not be generally beneficial to* all the ports. 

It is difiSiculft to say, when this mass of oppression was first firamed ; 
but it may be supposed^ that it wasaft^r the petition was presented 
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from Sandwich, claiming privileges froni customs and charters ; and it 
was found expedient to suppress all claims, before the court could esta^ 
blish this system of tyranny. 

The decrees speak for themselves, and they point out the intentioiis 
of the framers of them. They want no comment ; but I will meDti<» 
one instance of the ignorance of the admirals, and their learned stewards. 

In the laws of Oleron it is said, ^' that if a merchant sustains da- 
mage, by the ignorance of the pilot, by his not knowing how to con- 
duct a ship into Saint Maloes, or any other port, he shall make satis- 
faction, or lose his head ;" but the owner of the vessel was to be sure, 
that he had not property to answer the loss, before he cut it off; but, 
in the code of laws adopted in the admiralty court of. the Cinque Ports, 
the pilot was to pay the damage, and lose his head. 

Act 48th Geo. S, clause 20 — It is enacted as follows ; ^* And 
whereas doubts have arisen, as to the exact boundaries of the jurisdic- 
tion of the Lord High Admiral, and the Lord Warden of the Cinque 
Ports; and it is highly expedient, for the purposes of this act, that 
the same should be clearly set forth : now it is hereby declared and 
enacted, that the boundaries of the jurisdiction of the Lord Warden 
of the Cinque Ports, in regard to any matter or thing contained in 
this act, shall be, and shall be deemed and taken to be, as foUbws, 
that is ix) say ; from a point to the westward of Seaford, in the county 
of Sussex, called Red CUff, including the same ; thence passing in a 
line, one mile without the sand or shoal called, the Horse of Willing* 
don, and continuing the same distance, without the Ridge and new 
shoals, and thence in a line within five miles of Cape Crisries, (Cape 
Grisnez) on the coast of France ; thence round the shoal called the 
Overfalls, two miles distant from the same, thence in a line without, 
and the same distance along the eastern side of the Galloper sand, 
until the north end thereof bears west-north-west, true bearing ; from 
the west-north-west bearing of the GaUoper, it Funs,.in a direct line, 



Digitized by 



Google 



DOV£S« 285 

across the shoal called the Thwart Middle, till it reaches the shore un- 
derneath the Mase Tower; from thence, following the line of the 
shore, up to Saint Osyth, in the county of Essex ; and following the 
shore, up to the river Coin, to the landing place nearest Brightlinsea ; 
from thence, in a direct line, to the Shoe Beacon ; from thence to the 
point of Shellness, on the Isle of Shippej, and from thence, across 
the waters, to Faversham ; and from thence, following the line of the 
coast, round the North and South Forelands, and Beachy Head, till 
it reaches the said Red Cliff; including all the waters, creeks, and 
havens^ comprehended between fhem. Provided always, and it is 
hereby declared, that nothing in this. act contained, shall extend, or 
be construed to extend, to enlarge or abridge, the local limits of the 
ancient jurisdiction, rights, and privileges, of the Lord High Admi- 
ral of England, or the Lord Warden or Admiral of the Cinque Porta 
t'e^>ectively, or their respective representatives ; but that the same 
shall remain according to ancient usage ; aind that the . description 
herein before contained, shall 'only be deemed applicable to the pur- 
poses of this act, any thing herein before contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding/' 
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"TTie cotart of Lodemknagei lis or^ht. Title, Lmts, gnd judicial 
.'■•■■ proceedings. 

The cduit of Lod^nanage may be coasidered as a branch of the 
admiralty court for the Cin4ue Ports; and the admiral anciently pra« 
sided at it; and it tvas held under his authority, after it was separated 
froin the parent stock* The jurisdiction of the court was at first con^ 
fined to the regulating of the hire for the piloting of ships; and the 
wages of the pilots were named the lodemanage, from their manag* 
ing and guiding the vessel. 

The members of this society were called lodesmen, and Joots- 
men, and leadmen, from the Belgic word loot, which signifies lead; 
and they were also called pail lootes, or men, who measured the depth 
of the water, over shoals in the narrow seas, by heaving the lead. 
They were distinguished by their name, from those who navigated ships 
in the open ocean ; and they acquired their knowledge of bays, and 
the entrance into harbours, by sounding, and remarking how much 
water there would be, at any given time, both during the flowing and 
the ebbing of the tide. They were also capable of conducting ships 
clear of sand |>anks, between Dover and the rivers Thames and Med- 
way; and to the ports of Flanders, Holland, and the East country. 
. A few ancient mariners had formed themselves into a society, for 
conducting ships to the abovesaid ports, and rivers, before they had 
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Ittcdived any delegated authority from the admiral; but the rales and 
orders, by which they regulated their proceedings, are unknown to us. 

While a small number of ships were su^ient to convey our com* 
merce to the capital, there was :but little inducement for competitors 
to disturb the peace of tins infant society, to partake of their profits; 
but time, which had been gradually producing innovations, made it 
necessary, in the reign of Henry the Eighth, for the pilots to frame 
laws; to regulate their society, and secure their interest. 

In tracing the piDceedings of this fellowship, step by step, 
through their long annals of nearly three centuries, i^e shall be able to 
discover, how dangerous it is, to siifler a few interested individuals to 
exercise unlimited power; and more especially, when their emoluments 
of oflSice chiefly depend upon unwarrantable ipractices. 

The first rules and orders upoin record, for regulating the turns of 
the lodesmen, and for there being officers appointed to see them exe- 
cuted, were dated the twenty •siidih day of February, in ihedghteenth 
year of the reign of Henry the Eighth. . .... 

' The court of admiralty had, prior to that time, been frequently 
troubled with the trifling and contentious disputes of the Jodesmen, 
respecting their turns, and their hire for piloting of ships tp their re- 
spective ports ; and as this business did not require any knowledge of 
the maritime laws, Sir Edward Guildford, Admiral of the Cinque 
Ports, judged it would be necessary to have four respectable marineis, 
to set tie petty differences, and to keep good orders in the society. 
They were to be called wardens,- and to be elected from time to time; 
and their duty was to see, that all those who were admitted into theis 
society, should obey their rules. 

Though the ppwer of the ii^rdens was very much limited at. first, 
yet time, and a coincidence of circumstances, soon placed them on 
the seat of authority. As commerce increased, the business of the^ 
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lodesmea became more lucrative; and as gain isc often foUoved by 
contentious^ competitions, the admiral was frequently applied to for 
new lawfl, to secure tl^ir profits. 

' The wardens found, by experience, that it w.ould be very di^cult 
to lestrain the lodiesmen from interfering with each others turns« and 
they prevailed witii the admiral to enact, that every aggressor of their 
rules should pay four^pence, as a fine, for every turn which was im- 
justly taken ; and the money was to be employed in repairing public 
worics. As this ^um was not to be applied to any private purpose, it 
was probably only intended to awe the refractory mariners, and to 
pnnish those who would not obey their rules. But experience sooi) 
taught them, that, under the sanction of the Admiral, they might ex* 
tend their authority, and increase their emoluments ; and tliis encou*^ 
raged them to attempt a new enterprise. 

*The Dutch had been accustomed to send vessels,, with lodesmen^ 
to wait within the liberties of the Cinque Ports, to take charge of 
ships returning, from various parts of the world, to their different ports 
on the coast of Flanders, Holland, and the East couptiry . This was 
considered very prejudicial to tiie interest of ^le society ; and to ppe* 
vent the practice in fiiture, it was decreed, . that every foreign vessel, 
anchoring near the shore, between Maigate and Rye, should depart 
out of their liberties, after receiving notice, either from a lodesman 
or a King's officer, as soon ais the wind and the tide would permit; 
without waiting to take charge of any. merchant ship, bound to the 
continent, under the penalty of paying such a fine, as would render 
uiy delay an unprofitable voyage to the owner of the vessel. 

This order was evidently intended to secure the piloting of foreign 
ships to. the members of tim society ; and it appears to have been 
founded on an interested motive; while it was injuring the traffick of 
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lAe inliabitaiils m ^ difierent towns on the coast. If the jt acted from 
the patriotic {mndple of keeping foreigners ignorant of the entrance 
into the baysr and harbours within their jurindictiony their policy was 
oannnenddiile ; bvt no hasty conclusion can be drawn firom a solitary 
Mft of dodbtful disiiitetestedness^ 

' Pnor to the year 1550, there waa a diange made in the applica- 
tion of the fines ; and it was. at a time when the mill, which belonged 
tD the Moidks df Saiat Martin'a prioryy was in a ruinous state, and 
their poirerty was so great, that diey could not repair it, and neces- 
sity oempelled them to take it. down. This was the reason of their 
transferring the fines from the mill to the harbour. . 

*The nciit order plainly idiewrs^ :that a narrow selfish policy was 
beginning to inftneaee the waidena; and that neither the preservation 
of the ships, nor tfae>ekpedition ef die passage to the Thames and the 
Medwft^, were to stand in oonipetitiony against securing the turns of 
the lodesmen, when they were ready and willing to take thein« 

' In this early and infstnt state of the society, the magistrates of 
the to#n obtained an order of court, to secure the wardeoship to such 
of. them as were weU-.cpaalified to-take ft; and the admiral's seal wa£( 
jNrefixed to their ckder« 

It was about the year 1550, the lodesmen were ftrst divided intd 
two clasaes; and sbifMi, of a certain tommgev were assigned to each, 
lliere were five kidesmen for kwgesfaips, and eight for small ones'; and 
twelve moie were^ded, ta take charge of the least vessels. 

^The wardens, with theiappeebation of the admiral, in t^e yeai" 
1564, ordered, i^t the fines for taking away 4;ums, should be applied, 
kski eifoal moieties, to the members of the courts and the complaining* 
person. Tfab was first settled afk Deal^ and they v«ry sobn adopted it 
at^Dhoven ♦.■•.>• 

' Appendix, class ii, fig, 1. * Appendix, class ii, 6g. 3. ' Appendix, class ii. fig« S* 
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This disposifion of the fines was offering aiineiraod £qt the litigiottft 
to apply to. the court; and was a kind of bribe to influence the judg- 
ment of those who were to hear and determine bn the oompktint** 

* In the course of thirty years, sereral orders were puteed, to se-* 
cure the interest of the lodesmen, and preserve Mxler in the society; 
and heavy fines, and imprisonment, during the pleasure of their presi- 
dent, were to be inflicted for their, disobedience. 

There appears to have been some difference between the fines at 
Deal and Dover, for a certain time ;! but they were both agreed in in* 
creasing them/and in punishing with rigour, every one who presumed 
to break their laws. 

When imprisonment was inflicted at the will. of the lieutenant 
go^xmor of the Castle, who was authorised by the >admiml to hold a 
court of lodemanage, in his absence^ time Imd cast its sable mantle 
over the origin of this society; and the power which the wardens had 
assumed, could not be doubted, or controverted^ by a few detached, 
industrious, but uninformed fishermen and mariners. 

Experience had now taught the officers of the court oi lode* 
manage, that their admirals were too high in rank to trouble them- 
selves with the business of regulating the affairs of the lodesmen; and 
that they were as ignorant, as they were indifferent, about the autho- 
rity which their predecessors had given to their deputies, as well as 
the power which they exercised over those imder them ; . and they con- 
cluded, that the hour ivas arrived, to look forward to liie advantages, 
which Blight be gleaned in their situation. 

As the authority of the court was so far established, as to conmiit, 
and hold in pri8on> without fear of any inquiry ; the next step was to 
increase and multiply fines; and the magistrates of the town were al-^ 
lured by this prospect ; for they saw, that if they enlisted under the 
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•^ftesidenCand obtained the offices of master and wardens; they might 
enjoy both the title and the profits.' 

About the year 1595, Mr. Bennett was chosen master; but, as 
he was absent in the service of the Prince, the mayor was appointed 
his deputy; and he' took the same oath the master would have done, if 
present ; but it w'as not recorded, 

*The master had a small salak*y allowed him, about this time, to 
pay his expences. The very frequent additions and alterations, in 
the laws of this society, may lead us to conclude, that the lodesmen 
werfe refrd^ctory,'affd not ea&ily governed; and the exorbitant JBnes, 
atad the severity* of Ibhteir punishments, as clearly shew the arbitraiy 
proceedings of the officers, whose original delegated authority extended 
no farther, than 'the settling a dispUte between the lodesrtien, or be- 
tween thfem and their employers. 

In the beginhing of the sevehteenth century, thei oath, which was 
taken by the master, was first recorded. 

The master's oath. — You shall swear, that you will have true 
faith to our Sovereign Lord the King; that as master of the Trinity- 
house, at Dover, you will, as near as' God shall give you grace, per* 
fectly fulfil, and keep, all orders* arid institutions, formerly used, and 
to be performed, by the master of the said house ; and that you will 
execute the duty of this your office, without partiality or affection. 

The wardens oaM.— You, and every of you, shall swear true 
faith unto our Sovereign Lord the King; that you and every of you, 
from time to time, during the present year's wardenship, be assistant 
unto Uie mast^ of the Trinity-house, in all things concerning his 
office.. 

It was. also decreed, that either the master, or his dfeputy^ should 
be always present, that th^re might bq one of them to enforce obedi- 
ence to the laws. 
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At the time of passing thk decree, thejr had very probal^y ra- 
ceived intimation of the change which was about to take place in oqbt 
ducting the bu&iness of Dover Harbour; and they might think qf turn- 
ing it to their owji advafitage. 

James the Fij^st, in the third year of his reign, deiqanded of the 
corporation a surrender of their claim to the hsirbour; with an aqeovint 
of all rents.apd droits irhich they h^d received^ apd what right and 
title they had to ^ei9« 

This surrender wap; made in thft year l€04; and within two yeaca, 
the King granted thend, by char^rt to the Warden of the Cinque Ports^ 
and several gentleman, of which, the li^utenaat Governm* of Pov«r 
Castle was oxke, ;by vktue of hisoffiqe. 

' The president of their court having oUainedithia appointment^ 
they determined immediately to put the sipkle into a riclauer harvest, 
and togather something from every mariner sailing, out of the port of 
Dover, or any place within its jurisdiction. The master of the vessel 
was tQ coll|[)^t t)](e tax, >and to be answerable for all. his men, ucider a 
sufficiant penalty, to secure the court from any loss, which might be 
occasioned by his neglect; for they were to levy all deficiencies on his 
goods and chattels; and he was to suffer imprisonipent during the plear 
sure of t)ie preaidept of their coi^rt 

As the knighf did not blush, either in lending his name, or in 
exerting his power, to wrest the hard earned penny from the labour of 
the lowest part of the community, it may be presumed, that corrup- 
tion presided on the bench in the court of lodemanage; but whether 
the members of it shared their extortions, in proportion to their au* 
thority, is a question which no record of that time will determine. 

As the duties of the inferior offices of the court continued to in- 
'crease, with their prospects of new fines, it was judged necessary to 
bind them more closely by a new oath. 
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The Blaster, at the entering on his office, vas to svear, to be 
f^MtdiiNit to the King's Constaltk of Dover Castle, to the Warden, 
and Admiral of the Cinque Ports, to the lieutenant and Deputy 
Iiiotttenant <^ the Castle, for the time being; and as master of the 
Triaity?ho*:i^ ^^ Dover, he ^sas to fulfil and keep all orders and de« 
<re^> formeiiy made^ and: hoieafter to be nmde, and which, by the 
BMister. of U)e>Trinity4MKMe, ought to be kept and performed. He 
-was also diligently to execute, according to his skill, the duties of his 
cffiee, without affection, partiality^ or malice, as near as God would 
give him- grace. 

The oath of . the wardens was siniiiar to that of the masters. 

The plan which had been adopted by the court, and estiablished 
by< Sir Thomas Fane, in laising :new contribution^ om^ the inaiiners, 
and a tax upon goods* whieh wdte first reconled in his time, and said 
to be acocunding to former rules, waB>a method of ^tablirimig a eastern, 
which was, not lost sig^t of by ins sucdessors ; for their raling princi^ 
fki was, lor many years, ito exteqd the jurisdiction of the court, and 
ioicrease the emohimeals of office. . ' ; 

As there was. evidently a combination of power and intereBt plot^ 
tia^ againtib .the righta of the mariners^ and masteis^of vessels^ who 
wecSi too, muck .detael^ed, to:unite and support a common cause; they 
had. isoiqtbchriemedy, but to submit to tbe arbitrary mdndates of an 
ioqieRious court. ■■'.>■■'. 

The taxes wbicfa Woae impoilsdy ^n^ere exacted with rigour^ by >the 
master, ^d wardens, who wete bdt ttttleinionre than agents, to execute 
the eommainds. qf their president; rand ihe^ probably shared some 
part q£ the spoil. But while Aey were maknig such rapid strides 00 
the natural and civil' rights of tfae'inbabitairts, and levying tates upon 
them, an event, as s«|d4en as.. it was unexpected, wta likely t» blast 
all their hopes. 

Edward Lord Zoud^ Warden^ and A^hal of the Cinqtie Forts', 
being at Sh^way, in the year I6I6 ; and hcaraig of the muriw»ritigil 
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ahd discontents e£ the inhabitants c^ Bmrer, grotuikig^ under the op- 
pression of an arbitrary court, ivithite his jurisdictioH, and imniediatdj 
under his cantroul, he issued a commission, signed with his own hand, 
and to which, he affixed his seal^ empowering the lieutenant gcWernor 
of Dover Castle, the nmyor of the town^ the mkster and wardens of 
the fellowship, . and several other persons, ^ to hold a court, for the pnr«* 
pose of settling the business relative to the lodemanage of ships. - Tim 
.was alLthe audioritj tliey received from the admirarl. 

His lordship considered this step as an, effectual, remedy, fatprt^ 
Venting the extorting of money, in his name, as admiral of the Cincjue 
Ports ; but he soon found, that old habits, like- an inveterate disease, 
required strong measures to effect a cure. 

On his return to Shepway, the following year, he still heard con* 
plaints of several existing abuses, which wei^e a disgrace to the* court; 
and he resolved, that if he could not place it upon a respectable basis^ 
he would resign his office as adnural of the Cinque Ports ; and this he 
cons^i^red as an effectual step, to prevent them from oppressing the 
inhabitants, under any pretended authority derived from him. His 
lordship assured them, that as he had > not determined upon any plan, 
for holding a court of lodemanage, he was therefore rea«ly to hear 
their proposals^ and to adopt whatever, might appear most conducive 
to the general good of the whole community, over which lie presided. 

As the officers of the court of lodemanage were totally unpre* 
pared to give any answer, he asked them, whether it was necessary to 
have any Trinity^house within the liberties of the Cinque Porti ? or 
whether the society of iodesmen ought not to be placed under die 
corporation of the brethren of the Trinity-house, at Deptford ? He 
assured them,. that he was ready to resign his authority, to promote 
the general good of the inhabitants, tinder. his jurisdiction. . 

If they were desirous of having a court of their xrwn, and they 
were unanimous in their opinions* of the advantage of it, be' was ready 
to gi:ant their request ; but he would not profbrione' of the towns to 
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another ; for he was determined to hold the court in any of the ports^ 
or their towDS^ at his pleasure; He said, that in his jurisdiction, 
every port should enjoy the same privileges ; and he requested, that 
they would send him a certain nilraber of masters of vessels, frond 
Saridwich, Deal, Dover, and the other ports, that he mights admit 
as many of them into the society, as should be deeoied necessary 
£h*' the service.- 

^^He ordered, ih&t six mariners from. Dover, four from Sandwich, 
and two from Deal, should first be admitted, and form a jury, to exa- 
mine, and reconmiend, out of the whole body, proper persons for 
officers, who were to be approved of by the admiral ; and until this 
could be done, they were to. proceed under the directions of the old 
court. 

The jijry were to meet on Tuesday, the thirtieth day of Sept;ember, 
to receive their cl^arge ; and they wqre to be allowed prop^ ,time, to 
make their returns to his lordship. 

The parties met at the tjme appointed ; but they came prejudiced 
against any new plan, and jealous of each other. The delegates from 
Sandwich said, that they could*take charge of ships under their own 
government ; but as their town was embayed, and at some distance 
from thie course of the ships, il would be inconvenient for them to be 
put on board ; therefore they should decline being admitted into the 
society. , The deputies froQi Deal peremptorily, refused, without assign- 
ing any reason, and the meeting iivas adjourned until the thirteenth of 
-October, as they could not procure - a/ jury to proceed to. business. 
They met again on the day appointed ; and there wer^ present, the 
master and the wardens of the fellowship ; sixteen masters of vessels, of 
the town of Dover, and Nicholas Eaton, the mayor ; three from Sand-* 
wich, and nine frmn Deal; all qualified to undertake llie piloting of 
ships into the Thames and the Medway. The admiraTs proposals were 
again read to them ; and they then being convinced of his good iQtenr 
tions of making th^n into one body, t)iey wer& admitted into the sq- 
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dety. As the residence of their presideat ims at Dover Castle^ mid the 
adnural's court was held ia the parish chvuKhof Saint Jannw* m Dover, 
which was the most central place for the poits, and thear tow»a, it was 
9ettled» that this relbraied eourt «f lodeisfkoage ^o«Id be hf^id thore. 
This unicHi of the sevefal parties beiits approred of by his loidship, 
lie gave directions, thbt the coiiunisM.oa ^ould be renewod for holding 
the court ; and the names of the mayors, the common clerka, and. two 
magistnfees, for each of the ports of Dover and Sandwich, should be 
ioaertodinit Th«y:weretoaieetag8i)tionth«^niiiet<gf»thdAorofMai3di» 
and the foUowiiig ^stcC persons were returned to tb»;adiiiiia]»{t» ]». on 
the jury. , 

OF DOVER. OP SANDWICH. ' OT DEkL. 

Robert Foster. Thomas Wateiford. Daniel Wyhome. 

James Spokes, Thomas Hogge, Samuel Croydon. 

John Woodgreen. Thomas Barber. Edmund West. 
Christopher Bulger. 
Thomas TaMeman. 

Several persona from Sandwich and Deal, were received into the 
society ; and they were to admit others, if they were de^rous of being 
admitted, and were found, upon examination, to be qualified ; and a 
new oath was taken upon their admission. 

The oath,^-^i»k A. B. as one of the ^(^owship of the court of 
lodemanage, within the liberties of the <^nque Ports and their mem- 
bers, shall, from henceforth, well and truly obey, keep, and observe, 
all the customs, decrees, orders, rules, and (H<dinances, of lodemanage, 
within the said Cinque Pbrts and their members, as were of an- 
dent tune and heretofore made, by the Lord Wordei of the s^ 
ports, OT by the conunissioners appointed for the twne beingv foi^ti^e! 
government of the saidf court of lodemanage: and if you-fltoalJ ka^^w, 
I* any time, of the said society^ breaking or violating arty of th© dje*- 
ciees, orders, rules, or ordinances, you shall make the saaneknewfttd 
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line Lord Ward«i of the Cinque Ports, or to his dq>atjr, or t6 the com- 
miswoDers, or the master aod wardens of the fellowship, or to some 
QjOfi pf them, at or before the next court, to be holden after the offence 
(ijQQiBputted.., You shall also be obedi^it to the Lord Warden, his lieu- 
tenant, the commissioners, and the master and wardens of the fellow- 
ship, in all things touching the government of the said lodemanage, 
and the maintenance of the same. So help^ &c. 

The oath taken by the jury.— Y 011 shall well and diligently. inquire, 
ftnd.maket true representation, of all offences, and breaches pf the cusr 
toms, decrees, rules, orders, and ordixiances, concerning the lodemo/* 
nage within the Cinque Pwts, and their members, committed aad done^ 
by any person or^p^nons, ajod of all other articles and things, which 
shall be given you in charge concerning the same. You shall not pre- 
sent any thiqg ffNT hatred or malice, nor conceal any thing for favor or 
affection; but in all things, you . shall presq;it the truth, according to 
your knowledge, on such evidence as shall be given. you. So help, &c. 

. It appears, from the preceding Oaths, that the members of thig 
court begun^ by engrafting their old practice into the intended re- 
formed plan ; as they were to proceed and determine by their ancient 
decrees iand laws, which had been found so oppressive to the inhabi- 
tants of the town of Dover,. 

liord Zouch certainly designed, that his plan of refprmatioi\ 
should be continued after his removal from office ; but his laudable 
intentions wfsre frustrated, by the artful pplicy of the old members of 
the court. . , . ; ., , 

yAbbut the yeac 1618, George Villiers, Duke of Buckinghapi, suc- 
ceeded to the office pf admiral, which he accepted as a place, of honor 
arid profit, and nbt of duty. He was too high in rank to attend to 
the proceedings of the court of lodemanage, and all complaints made 
to him, were referred tp^.the fubordpi^fe o^ll^rs. Under an »dmiral, 

Qq 
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trhojeft tiie duties ol^his>offlce to tkose, wbo^ intttPMt itwas^to i^ake 
the inosC of their situates, they watched their opportuiiity to iraise 
again the hand of oppreasion ; tod< tli& inhabitants of th^towvis; Within 
the jurisdiction of the court,* aoon felt: tlte effects^ of unrestfttined 
power* . : 

' Tihe officers of the court of lodeinanage had, by a> former iW; 
levied a tax on the mavineis^ sailing out df the harbours and bbyfr 
within their jurisdiction ; and the^next decreed, to tax the yesseb 
according lo their tonnage,* and the merchant for his merchaiidize, 
shipped In the port, if he was not of thfe town j and twenty-three liieni 
were appointed, with the exclusive privilege of Conducting dHipfe,both 
in and out of the harboufr. f t W4s ordefedi that the tax should be 
paid accordirigtef ^ancient' custom, though it was the' first' time 'bfim- 

posing^it.' .'''•'•■' '/'.'.''' '"' ' "' 

■There were inore instances than one, in the procec^lhgs^ of the 
edurt of lodemanage, ' which clearly point- out, how 'bodies of men 
ba^Wt claimed a prescriptive right, upon no better fduhdation, than the 
wilful misrepresentations, in their own records. . 

It may be ^did in <avor of the,last decree, that it prevented drunken 
and ignorant persons, ' from tia^ardihg the property of the merchant ; 
but, at the sanie time, it restrained alj competition in* the hour of 
danget^ knd it Was a 'most effectual remedy of securing alt the business 
to themselves and their, frienc^s. During the time that — Hippersley 
Was Lieutenant Governor of thp Castle, the court interfered in fixing 
the price of freight, settling the sailors wages, and deciding upoa 
every cause which they could deem maritime. Though the determi- 
nations of the court were submitted to, under the dread of imprison- 
ment, during the jpleasure of an arbitrary judge, they were found too 
heavy to bear without murmuring, and they finally produced conten- 
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lxpi)fi «ad< (|ttAitcH» betweea tiiemtariiieani of ^e town, and die ^offiwft 
«jf.lim-ot)*rt.; ■•. • . '.•■'.•• .. I 

One party seemed reMlired tJo drfcsist Jttaipiiyiaeat 6f tbe tnjc^; 
arlHQbfrbiin(»Bed:ncielit, but were naBy mpdim ; and- the otfieir was 
>to^idilft>roe; tiiedi ; tod while < tbeitf dispute Wtts pehdhig, aft 
iMisinted.lwas -impeded. Paiibengeri -mew '•d^a^tied oA their 
iowneyita the cotttineMi asdiihe mei«fauitii^el« iii^vr^i^ hf^Mpi, 
Ittng/dbiic goods ;. fbo the offidOT>>bf thciteiwift ioiiaii^V lbat>n6.Ye6Ml 
tholitdDsmbmil: pf> its tinnt^ > under the; p«iad(7<^ifM*ying a very U^vy 
ia0^ MfidttqaBsr^'iif 'the^ioMtets'pf paiMg« vcssds teftMed'to ^Wbdiit fi4 
tbeifi-oddan: •.•: i ' :•'■• 

' A letter was signed by several masters and. owners of Vt$sselsH, 
attd atat ttttiitiadiiital^ iccpiestuig/ihbt flteytBi^t ehuse th^ Todes- 
MOk. > Thisi lettoswiu.lretanMd^ iMid neMk iMifoite the cowrt, iii Sep^ 
ttrnhnv ^th«J^eiipr>l6(19vaodvtfteirTe(|aesl;>i«ai'g«antedv ' 
f ; Is the year i^OA^ ievena:iAaarinen» aadfiiliablvliHDto, of therto^d 
«f Sandwich, sent ajaemnnal tb'litt sAhonr*! of the' Giaque Ports^ 
complaining cf divevs: Flemings, coming 'dfaaly^Kid their haven, and 
taking awi9)tfa6iaitBBdie;>.and:i«hoiq who had sstttod: ki the town, werii 
beoeisM)matats 4£ veamhr^ ^iaab th^ would not employ any bat their 
own ctantrymeb. To s lma i gtf iqi whwt tMy^tfad ad>nsiiic«d> they 
affinnad,.lhat Isaac Ofisr^^.of; SMdwicli, «iiteted his vessd at thtj 
(taatom4raufes^upaai tke ^muxxviwfini^tfrcm^^i^tAefiAieto 
apontfae dndarali-al: Ae<vesittlvb^longiig t»I^UK; Bickerstow^ h Dutch-^ 
BitovithfydiwppsfotBdihimj . > . ! 

: . 'Shs adiaical vefarred liBs<>tdmplaaM<ito tta^ Dourt, and desir^<f,' 
that they would inquire into the matter, and make some good ord^i^ 
tO'^afoaBB^dV^ ^esend thsi fetial t of ■th«i#id^lM»eiM^ttii tb>hii^r. • When 
the (toiirtaaiiuiriddointo lfai»1iniisii|«i^ OliVeriwam^d'deficient it( ptoefj 
Whto piateiititojifiiitheoj^omplMfitMti'tllt admil^ Hitiy cUtteredilhc; 
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mayor^ ahd such of the commisskmers as resided atSaadvich^ td 
make such regulations as might be judged necessary, and transnat 
them either to the admiral, or to the court. 

Though the tax, imposed in the year I6O6, was deemed rttason^ 
able by the court, yet the mariners, in the year I6I8, disapproved 
(>f it both upon the men and the vessels ; nor could the conmiiiBSir 
oners fii the ooMCt of iodemanage, evier compel them to pay the taxes 
quietly, (Cyen with the threats of levying them on their goods and 
chattels, and cammitting tfa«n to prison, during the pleasure of their 
president. In less than six years, they found it necessary to propose 
a conference with the masters of vessels, to accommodate matters bek 
tween them. ♦ 

''At 4 general meeting in July, in the year 16S4, it was aeknow- 
legged, that .divers dbturbaooes and quarrels had aras^i, between the 
masters of barks and cargoes, employed in transporting passengers, 
horses, goods, and merchandize, to Calais, Bolougne, Dieppe, and 
other port^ cm the continent; and the commissioners of. the court of 
lod^ipanag^i liad impeded the business of the merchants ; and it was 
necessary to adopt some plan, to prevent the like in iuture. 

)By :the commissioners wishing a ocmference with the masters of 
yes^f Is^i it .shews, that they were appvebeosive of being called to ac- 
cq^nt fqt their exqictions, if any. complaint should be made against 
them% They th^efore wished to advise the owneis and masters of 
vessels, to assent to a plan, to expedite business, and promote 
iiarmony between them. They desired to make them a party to the 
order they intended to prapoae, and to get las many as they could to 
Vgpit. 

This meeting was well atteiided, for there were forty-six masters 
and .owners of vessels ; and, if we may depend upon the record of the 
court, they agreed to. an eitrolment, and to sail in^ their tunas ; and 
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the decree vns to be perpetual and binding on all parties. A long list 
of the names of the masters and owners of vessels, was entered on 
the roll/ and new laws were enacted to secnre their obedience; but 
after efery precaution of ^e court, in lippointing a clerk to acquaint 
them with their turns, and to fix their price for the voyage, and to 
prevent any complaints being- made to the admiral ; in a few weeks, 
twenty^-seven of tlie enroled masters were dismissed from what was 
caikd the protection of the court. Several others were confined for a 
breadi of orders,' and attachments weiie issued, to compel the pay^ 
jttcnt of the fines* 

In this perplexed state of affairs, when the power of the commis* 
aioners of the cotirt was questioned,' and when their ' authority was 
resiolutely opposed, they lAade an order,' that the court should be 
holden on four slated days in a yter, to prevent ^(6 trduUe^of special 
simulioiiaes ; and that any member of the fellowship, ids did not aU 
tend, should be fined at the pleasure of the president;^ 'unless he' was 
prevented fi^om attending by unavoidable necessity. ' ^ 

As the foreign ships, trading to the port of Dover, had not con- 
tributed any thing to the fund of the society, they were all laid under 
contribution, if they entered the hiarbour; and to prevent them firom 
evading the tax in calm weather, by riding, for the space of one tide, 
by:a rope 'made fast to the, pier head, after ndtice bdAg given, they 
were to pay mor^ thanfor sfeuKng into the harbour ; and fi)r taking any 
freight on board, they weretopaly 'fivie shilUngs. 

; ^ All these taxes were eisacted With ligbur. A fine offive shillings 
was. levied for heating pitch' on board a vessel ; and two persons were 
fined ,ten poimids each, for taking away a turn to Calais, and the 
money paid. 

' Appendix^ cfaus viO, %• S, 4« ' ' 

* Appenda, dan Tiu, fig. 9. ' Afpeadii, ekoi Ix. %. 1.- ^ Appendix, ctou is, fg. 3, 8. 
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WUk tlv^ P^^^ y^ cKfTtipg i^.|iqw0r imhvyktis ^-^pvynO^iitnf 
fines/ Ani^yf/R^ ^^f u^fms^;^ )M> §mt oi Ike «oi?i«ty'irfaieli 

(lppl^tiQ9S« ?ipfttta<d|»neotw^^^<?d.! ; : . . ; ' . ■ r.i . i 

^{ig^p^l^ PQ^^w^l^. ^ i^ »»^^ U wt«ft anklet t)»t aitawcft 
sHould be made for the ancient fees ; which being fouQiii. fttuipiiadlMnit 

tjj^ werecput^iuK4.*»,WVaJr'" ' • 

Jbi^ comin^^nfi^ ^r tliQ tgiv4b^.2iiA^W}«h« beiii^ iBiti(»ted)M[iio 
l3^e pr$(P(ticf of th^ ^<Wj^.of |p4einwo9ek. ^efie d^imn* of inttodrioing 
]^ systeqi pi iv^atkftk io^. tl»^r o)i!i» jiffis<^cttQi)»'<w it Jiad baeDiati. 
i/^4^ wi^. ¥> WiW^ 94ifanti^ t9 HKUyiduAfU: 9l.Dovec i ami it «m 
^e^reed,' tj>^t tji^ l^jir whjip}i .W«* «WCH<^ -^^^y' ^ *fi 3'eir ]ifi2il^ 
should be extended ify. all |BtflWf(?f^. wUf^ wtwed th» haven ftt ^ 
fr^ht, 

While tl^e ofiG^^. qf th$> cpu^ )ati.S<«dwwll) meire dlid«ayx)i»faig to 
inake.somie l^^t^>^9, H» thd^ iSmf)*. tim Wdoswm ofi tie. Mine pfawe^ 
vferf 4^i^ps (iii^^n^ ^wsj© t^if incopie, They. preiieQted ttnv^onal 
^ t^ a^i4^' t)i(^^QVMl»fi;P<ff^: f^WplAiOQlg of tltt,ia»tta|iftlQK of 
t|^ con^f^HSfiipi)^^ iiji.niiri^i^ 9(f?W^n tp vomiiMt Ml thipvtotbe 
quay, without the assi^taAfffi of ^ Ifl^qnnm. . . 

A^ il^p cofofra^nej^ 9t $4IKiF«^ M;afk)|it«d;ooe of the 'decrees 
qi ^^ 9PHrt;, \^;]H)pt».ii(0i9 4eMKml of bDPHiting tlMinBelvea^by m» 
^K Yit>i<^ 0^?%^ ^ «opd)»eting:<its¥^,iAl0> the hwbour, ta a 
select number of mariners. 

The admiral consider«d^ Ihe-nnhjuit nf this memorial in a very se- 
rious hght; and, in a le|te( t^ i^ Q9ipiU8lfM0Krs of Sandwich, dated 

* Appendii, dm is, iig, 0. *- Appendix, 'idatt ix, fig. 7. ' Appendix, dan x, fig. 1. 
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AttgOBttia^ year l6ii9i he jKunted out }ii»w iaiiMlitie itt««« to siilfef 
straogecs to be acquainted tdtii- the na;vigati<m of thdr havcfiK HeriiH 
£9itned.thein» that it was contraty to the cuBtotn erf* other oouilttiddV^n^ 
it was endangering the safety- of the town, and' (be n6ig^bouirhobd«^ ' ^€ 
ei^oined tiien, in the King^s name^ not to s«Ser anj ibreigd^ to* pilot 
aivGuriveitiier up ot down tlMur ereedc, nor an^ oiher person, (snt^!p6^tig 
an Englishman, properly authorized, by the oc^urt of loddnaniigeian^ 
liKjh' pains and penalties, as fae, in' i»s wisdom, shoidd tlilnk prd^r to 
inflict, on any oue of them, who shoald»be ibund remus IqUi^ duly.- 

To aJiroid the displeasure of the admiral, it in^siordeiied) thSki i^ 
any'person, not prop^y authori^'by the court (^todemaaage^-^dUld, 
after pubtisking tiiieir 'decree^ pretiiiiiie'ioi«md.tteta'8hlp«: eiih^ tt^ di« 
down the haven, he should: pay a dlie^o£ t^t'ttaty'shiillA^, ^ enr^ 
afieacecoammitted af)i^r their proeliiikatioiii ; 

•This order' Hit«Ived(4^e4gdMifii|ssi^iiers:m diffiottltlel ifVith'^eititH 
rinere of the'town of fifalndMrich^ wifbiodcedon iki&msiiMk tts'hc^in^ 
therod of authority over a portv wladhiought iiM ffotHih^Avm m^ 
1iu>e»teQing l^ftguage. They said, tliiat tiiey'W)3i^ehipoU^Qdt%t)>iiilo» 
ships under their own charter ; and they declared, thatth^ Wotdd 'dd 
itv> ih dflfiaacfe of> Any notioe or order of ike eourt' of^ lodeiflaaAge at 
Dotfert-' ' .' •'• 

> : IMs i«A'aDtory behaviotur Jof thft inarinen of ^the pbitof SseMdwiehj 
cA)li^d tke comm^sioifers, ia.ilebs 4haiB'tt y<»ri t»^p<|y to theoffieeki 
of>their«Mirt, at Oosrer, fofaMStvficiioM horr lo'act^to^ltft'eid tte cei^ 
sure of the admiral. They endOeecLliiB letter ; and^ tib^f tewred themi 
that'the mairiners were detemttned, to tadse diir^olf sbij^'^hetf they 
p^^ts^J ... 

This bunness: seemed to put on a very s^mmi aspeet ; ftp'the^jr^ w6^ 
AiUy convinced, thatilAie inhabitants of theioWiiiof S^fMidft^A'in geiM^ 
ral, were highly displeased with the infringements they-bttd made'dri 
their liberties ; and, as they- dfeaded-»-Mfious opposition, they there- 
fore dctGfiBiBGd.oa.<kiueiit ^le^siioes. They reqaeiled^ the. wwin iasi- 
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oners al Saii4mch to admonish the refractory mariiMvs ; and intite all 
those who were, willing, to become members of thdir society ; and then, 
if they continued disobedient, to threaten they should be taken. to the. 
Castl^ to wiswer for their contempt of court 

It was impossible, that temporizing plans could compose tlie minds, 
of the mariners, as they were continually irritated by their collecting 
old,.and levying new contributiodis. » . •. 

Thou^ the officers ef the court found themselves in this optical: 
and perplexed situation, they determined to try compulsive measuie&; 
at Doref, to compel the masters of vessels^ sailing to the continent, to 
obey their laws. They ordered a new eorohnenit, and the turns to be 
regularly kept, and every captain of a ves^ to iail by the direction of 
the master of the fellowi^p, or his subordinate officer. 

This new enrolment produced no chaQge* eith^ in the opinions or 
the actions of the mariners;; and experience so(m tai^t the commissi- 
oners, that they must again have recourse to their old plan of com* 
pulsion; and they enacted, that every master of a vessel, sailing to the 
eontinexil;, without first acquainting the master,. should pay a fine of 
twenty shiUifigs/ 

To prevent the lodesmen in the lower book, from takjjatg a turn 
from any in the upper book, it was ordered, in the year 1633, that 
they 4M>iiki. not take charge of a ship of more than seventy, tcms burden/ 
They revived the decree, passed in July, in the year l624s with a 
little al^iratjon, .which they called ancient; buty by the minutes of 
their courts it had no claim to antiquity* i ... 

In the year 1634, the court passed an order, to regulate the price 
for sailing with n freight to Calais and Bolougne ; and they settled,how 
much each master should take for sailing,', either into thib road or the 
harbour ; and tjiey laid a heavy fine on every WMtelr, who: refused to; 
sail in bis turn. 
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"Itiough thenociety hdd btetij for mariy yeauB,' divided. into two 
classes, they had no regular time for being raised into the upper book, 
until it was determined, that they should rise in succession. 

*The court, at the same time, ventured to speak, in the tone of 
d;uthor^ty; to the refractory mariners at Sandwich ; and they declared, 
that no per^dn^ uqless authorized by them, should pilot a ship in the 
haven ; and they fixed the sum he might have for his trouble. ' 

* The Ipwer book pilots at Deal were, about this time, very much 
di$S{itisfied with the commissioners of the court of lodemanage, as but 
few of them were ever removed to the upper book ; and they were 
c:onfined to piloting ships of small tonnage. To quiet their minds, it 
>vas ordered,' that they sbouldriseaccordiag to seniority ;* and as the 
members on the )ist were very disproportionable, if no just cause 
should appear to the contrary, they roiight take obarge of ships of 'one 
hundred tons burden.' 

If this coQdition&l order wto adopted, it did notsatisfy* the com- 
plaining loc^esmen ; for in the year 1636, they petitianed the admiral 
of the Cinque Ports, and pointed out to him the great inequality in 
the number of upper and lower book pilots, at Deal. The petition 
was returned :to the court; and the officers, wishing to prevent too 
strict an inspection, judged, it proper to make some further alterations, 
before they sent th^ir proceedings to the admiral; They summoned 
the lodesmen, resident at Deal, to atitcmd at their oourt ; and, upon 
examining the subject of their petition, the officers said, that it was 
not strictly true, that there wei*e ten turns in the upper, to one in 
the lower book. They allowed, that in the years 1634 and 1635, the 
upper had the advantage of' the lower book pilots, of three turns 
td dne; and that three members might be added to the upper book 
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list of twelve at Deal, which would be the doe proportion between 
them, according to ancient custom. 

After the court had adjusted this matter, business seemed to glide 
on more smoothly ; for they imposed no more than five new fines in 
nine years. These may be considered by some, as a rapid increase of 
impositions ; but, at the times we are speaking of, neither the power 
of the court, nor the rights of the people, were very accurately un- 
derstood, when they fixed a fine of five pounds ' on every person, who 
should take for a servant an apprentice, bound to any one of their 
fellowship. 

^In tfie year 1638, they appropriated to themselves one share, 
for the use of the capstan, which the society had erected ; and the 
master and the wardens were each to pay a fine, ' if they did not meet 
at the bench, at the time assigned them by the court, to expedite 
business, and settle disputes. 

^ At this time there were great dissensions in the fellowship, and 
two fines were added, to keep order in taking turns ; and they were 
enabled to go on, until it was fqund necessary to have a new com- 
mission for holding the court. 

Algernon Sidney, being appointed to the command of the Castle, 
considered himself as admiral df the Cinque Ports; and he signed a 
commission, in his own name, for regulating the ai^irs of lodema- 
nage ; and it shews in what indefinite terms, the admirals of the 
Cinque Ports had delegated their power, and the practice of the 
officers proves how much they abused it. 

The eommission. — ^Wheieas it is necessary, that the ancient coune 
and usage, of holding the court of lodemanage for the Cinque Portsawd 
their members, should be duly observed; and whereas heretofore au- 
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tbority haa been derived from the admiral of the Cinque Forts, or some 
other person in power, in his absence, to the mayors of Dover and 
Sandwich, and the master and wardens of the Trinity-house for the 
Cinque Ports, and to the clerk of Dover Castle, the town-clerks of 
Dover and Sandwich, and the serjeant of the Admiralty of the Cinque 
Ports, for their proceeding in holding the court; — I do therefore, by 
virtue of my office of Lieutenant of Dover Castle, authorize and de«- 
pute the several parties for the time being, to proceed, according to 
the ancient customs and usages of the said court, in electing of neces<- 
gary officere,' empanneling and swearing of juries, and in examining 
and punishing offences, and in setting down rules necessary for future 
observance, in as full and ample a manner as their predecessors here* 
tofore have done. 

Dated the fifteenth day of June, in the year 1649* 

AL Sidney. 

The power granted in this commission was couched in general 
terms; and it left the officers of the court at liberty to turn ova* their 
old recordBy and to bring forward their most oppressive taxes; yet it is 
very probable, that a man of Sidoe/s stem principles gave a con- 
siderable check to their proceedings, aa there were no new taxes im- 
posed under his government. 

Colonel Strode, who wasXiieutenantGovemor of the Castle, in the 
year 1673, approved. pf the pUn of granting a commission in his own 
name, and he was desirous of confining the power to himself; but he 
knew that he was answfsrable tx> the ^miral for his conduct, and he 
was apprehensive of consequences. As he had a precedent in Sidney's 
commistfion, ai|d he was highly favored by the King, he signed him a 
commission, empowering him to hold a court of lodemanage at Pover, 
in the usual manner, independently of the admiral of the Cinque 
Ports ; and it was highly approved of by the subordinate officers, as it 
suited their inmiediate purpose; and they never considered, that thi^ 
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innovating scheme could be turned to their disadvantage ; but time, 
which unfolds the narrow projects of interested men, soon disclosed to 
, them their precarious situation ; and that the power and emoluments 
of office, which they had so long enjoyed, would depend upon the will 
of their president. 

Sir Edward Hales, Bart, who was appointed Lieutenant Governor 
of Dover Castle, in the year l685, applied to James the Second, 
for a new commission, with a clause to empower him, and others, to 
€lect the master and wardens annually, without consulting the mem- 
bers of the society. Sir Edward, under his commission, dismissed 
the master and wardens, which had been chosen by the fellowship, 
and he appointed others himself; and he formed a court of such per- 
sons, who would execute his orders, without claiming any authority. 

This was an humiliating fall to the master and wardens; and it 
was a great infringement on the liberties of the lodesmen, who had en- 
joyed, for a considerable time, the right of chusing their master and 
wardens annually, out of their own body; but they were obliged to 
submit to it, though reluctantly ; for the times were too unfavourable 
to expect any relief. The exceptionable clause was continued in the 
commission granted to Sir John Beaumont, and they had no remedy 
but patience, during the reign of Queen Mary. 

• It is very probable, that from the time of Algernon Sidney, to 
the coming of King William the Third, the court had been confined to 
the regulating the affairs of the lodemanage of ships, as there were 
but few laws recorded, or taxes imposed, during that time. If he, or 
any of his immediate successors, made any new decrees, to restrain 
the exactions of the court, they have not reached us. ' 

In the first year of the reign of William the Third, the lodesmen 
presented a memorial to him, shewing, that they had for many years 
enjoyed the privilege of electing their master and warden, at the an- 
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nual meetiog, out of their own body; and by being deprived of it, 
by Sir Edward Hales, disorder^ were introduced, for want of proper 
persons, skilled in the lodemanage of ships, to regulate their society* 
To prevent the increasing evils, they prayed, that if his Majesty, 
should be pleased to grant another commission, he would omit the 
objectionable clause, and reinstate them in their ancient form of go- 
vernment. 

They requested, that the master and wardens, which had been 
displaced by Sir Edward Hales, might be reinstated; and that the so-^ 
ciety might annually elect their officers, according to their ancient 
custom.; ayid that the qommissiQuers might be reduced in their number. 
This was acting, with the prudence and commGnd&,ble spirit of English- 
men, in taking the :fir^ and most, favorable opportunity: to ensure 
success. . . , ^ . , •■»••■. 

They ^^tioned. William the. Third* to grant them their ancieni. 
privilege of electing their ms^st^r and wardens .ofi the ciourt of lode- 
manage, as they formerly had done ; and the King finding, by the 
report of the Judges, that it had been their ancient custom to elect 
them at their, court, he gave them a commission, dated the seventh of 
Dc^cemberj 1689> to hold a court, and to proceed as they formerly, 
had done. 

The oj^takiing this commission, was Considered, at the time, as a 
valuable point ^ned by the lodesiq^u ; for they were not only to elect 
their master and wardens,, but they^ were to have^a jury of twelve skil- , 
ful mariners, to hear and determine all questions. concerning. Ibdema* 
nage. , The King, by the advice of his judges, so far conaplied with 
their wishes, as to give them power to empannel juries, to administer 
oaths, and to do and execute, every thing, for the better regulating the 
business of the court.;, but they were not to infringe either on the sta- 
tutes, or the conmion law of the realm, nor the privileges granted by 
charter to the Barons of the Cinque Ports. 
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Colonel BctuMll^iit; ^lidittg fbttt ho tKMl fto Mith6H«y fitoM^ thti'King 
t» impose filnes, and eommit to prison dlmrrng frfeastife, as-hi^ pred^^ 
cessora in office had doatt very widely coofiaed the buBinfess of the court 
to the lodetttanage of ships. By this pitK^ent edtidutit of the pt«aident, 
t^ ^onrt was parged of it8> arbitrary atid oppressive demaads ; and 
their old nexsords were le^ for a timse tiBdisfiupbed^ as their precedents- 
were of but little use to them. 

The coiiimis^ners» ftotn the port of Sandwioh, fiadiog that there 
would be more trouble thair profit io attending the court under the new 
regobrtions^ very soon withdrew themselves from a treublesotne office; 
and they left the vegidating of the lod^nanage of ships, io fitose w!m> 
were more interested in It, than the jnhabitants <Sf theif pott. 

There is an interval of neail j fifty yeat»4 in which there a^e but fitw 
new rules and orders of court ; and it is very probable, ' that the decnee* 
of the repubUcan presidents nevor reached W) as we find new laws 
were continually incftasingv soon after the re^slabhshment of the old 
meinbers. 

About the year 1699^ ^^t« happened a serious contest f<nr a 
master. The wardens at Dover were all put in nomination. On casting 
up the votes, the late masted Mr. Neales, had twenfy-sevm ) Mr Tho^* 
mas Earl the same number ; and Captain Robert Jacob twdve ; and 
it was referred to the admiral of the Cinque Ports^ who waved his pri- 
vily of g^fvmg the easting vote, and ordered them tx> emit Captain 
Jaceb, and proceed to a neir Section ; and Earl was diosen. This 
contest laid die foundaticHi fcor several new laws ; fbr limiting the time 
of holding the mastership i fbt. settling the master's and the clerk's ao 
counts ; ' for paying the etpences of the meetings ; for adjusting trifling 
differences between the lodesmen ; and for restraining them from be- 
having in an indecent mannet to their superiors ; and for taking charge 
of ships oat of tnrn. 

.' Appendo, chMM zii and ziiL * AppendiX) cUm sir, fig. 1 to 10. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOTXR. 311 

In Hie riiort spaee of ten yean, after thear obtaining tkeir com- 
nmnon from King William the Third, they had introduced their old 
practice into the court, of governing by the will of tli^ir presidenjt. 
^Hus ttbitrary system of fineing, attaching, suspending, and depriving, 
at the' pleasure of Hie president of the court, had regularly ]»oduced 
^<^pposition between the governors and the governed; and every new 
law whidi was passed to compel obedience, acted as a stimulus upon 
iiiismidcr of tbs lodesroen, and they opposed the officers of the court, 
regardless of consequences. 

' In the beginning of the last century, the court passed an order, 
to enforce an old Gaulish law, which had been too long practiced by 
the feudal lords ; which was the seizing such ships, as were driv^ by 
storms on the shores of tlieir manors, and detaining them, >uDt]] a re* 
oempense was made to the lord of 4&e soil. T%ds privilege was daimed 
by the gr^t Barons, in the dark ageb of leudal vassalage ; and it was 
fint metioraited, in granting licences toeertain persons, and. their paying 
a eon»deration for them. Hemry the Third, of France, sijbc^ished this 
cm/bof&ij in the year 1236 ; but this relick of feudal opq^resiion^ :W^ not 
so soon blotted out of the manor rolls in England ; Ibr t]ie'Commi&- 
^ont^B of the court of lodemanage ordered, that it should be. either 
suspetti&ni IMT dimussion, £qt any pilot to proceed with the nhip, ailer 
it'had^tooiihed the grpuod, within the jurisdiotion ofitheiOnqxie Porte, 
until eaUM&ction had been inafie toJthe officers of Ae^^BOMai^ for the 
anchor «imI caUe. l%ou^ the <»uft bad passied Mvieral other Jaivis ^ in 
4^ course 0f a shcMt'time, yet tbis^was tibe last viery oppnossive order 
^hieh'they sanctioned, without authority >fn»n)paiiiameBt Timeand 
€Xpef4ence had taught the officers of the court, that men Ja geneeal 
were growing better acquainted with their natural and social rights, as 
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tiiey were more, dearly defined than they iliad beeQ under tbrir prede- 
dessors in office ; and they found, that their wantbn abuse o^an assiuned 
power, was growing wery year more dangerous. ' - r 

From the origin of this court; the -fines which had been imposed 
'were paid with reluctance, by those who could not oppose thepowtr 
which enforced the payment; and soothing iheasures were adopted 
.with those, who had the resolution and the means to question thtir 
authority.. But the time was arrived, when .temporising ^nd <^pr^8- 
sive measures were found equally inefFectimljt for discotd h^ tak^n 
^racbdeep root i:n.thie society, that a dissdlutioa seemed inevrtable, 
unless a.speedy, and an effectual, remedy could be applied, to .oheok 
;tJie. growing evils. ... ; ,. : 

In this state of the society, an application to parliaoeot was 
deemed indispensibly necessary, to enablb the commissioners tQ%et 
with energy ; and they obtained an act, in the third year of the reigpi 
of George the First, for the better government of the lode&men^ and 
for securing their privileges ; but there is no historical information, to 
be gathered, from ;the> preamble of the statute, to cast any furtker 
light upon thdr proceedings. . 

This act is now repealed^ and does not require. any further no- 
tice, as it does not contain a word of the limited pow^r del^lEtted by 
the admiral to the commissioners, Bor of the privileges granted by 
King :William, to authorise them to empannel juries, to detei^nipp ac- 
cording to the evidence, proved on oath, by creditable witnesses* 

' The establishing such a system of government^ by statutey would 
have counteracted the. plan of the commissioners, which was to revive 
their old plan of government^ by fine and imprisonment, at the will 
of the president. 

At the first meeting of the commissioners, under the authority of 
an act of parliament, they began a new code of laws, according to 
their ancient plan ; arid they commenced legislators, judges, and jury- 
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nient and pronounced sentence, and ordered punishment, attBewiU 
of the president; and fine, suspension, and dismission were inflicted^ 
foi; disobedience of orders, and disrespectful words. 

When the path of duty is rendered so exceedingly straight, it is 
next to impossible for the subordinate members to escape the rod of 
chastisement ; for an arch look might be taken for an evil intention, 
and a down cast eye for a sullen contempt. 

. M. The commissioners, in framing their new code of laws, were as 
attentive in increasing the .Emoluments of office, as they were in 
establishing a power, which was not to be questioned by the lodesmen. 

Under the pretence of having been at a gr^t expence in procur* 
ing their act of parliament, they not only raised the admission fees, 
but they introduced, in a very extraordinary manner, one to be paid 
to the deputy president, as a compensation for his trouble ; and the 
form of the oath, tor every lodesman to take at his admission, was 
altered in consequence of it 

The oath.-^l A. B. do voluntarily depose and swear, that I nei- 
ther liave by myself, nor any other for me, directly nor indirectly, by 
word or writing, given, or promised to give, to any person or persons 
whatsoever, any sum or sums of money, or any other gratuity or thing 
M'halsoever, for or on account of my present admission to a lower book 
pilot, of the Trinity-house of the Cinque Ports ; except the open, just, 
and established fee of tliree guineas, to the deputy governor of Dover 
Castle; and ten shillings and eight-pence, to the register thereof; paid 
by every pilot on his first admission into the said fellowship ; and also 
except the farther sum of three guineas, appointed by the order of the 
court of lodemanage, to be paid by every pilot, on his admission to 
be a member of the said fellowship ; and also except the real, iieces- 
sary, and unavoidable charges of the meeting of the master and war* 
dens, to perform the order of examination. I do also swear, that, at 
the time of my admission into the said fellowship, I am now fully 
twenty-six years of age, and am not more than Torty-six. 

S9 
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The old and established fee of three guineas, as mentioned in the 
oath to be paid to the deputy governor of Dover Castle, was unknown 
in the records of their court, until the year 1717^ and from that pe- 
riod, the expences at admission have been considerably inciwtsed; 
and the new lodesmen must suppose, by the words of th^r oath, tint 
tbey had not paid more than others had done before them. 

The harmony which was expected fnxn this restraining code of 
laws, continued but a short time ; and it is but seldom, that men sub* 
mit their necks long, and patiently, to the yoke which galb them ; for 
in about two years, the conmiissioneFs had the mortification to see 
their laws disregarded, and their whole system thrown into confusion. 
The lodesmen not only set their rules and orders at deiance, but they 
differed among themselves, and persecuted each othbr. The k>wer 
book lodesmen took charge of ships, which belonged to those in the 
upper book ; and the pilots of Dover and Deal encroached on each 
others privileges, and law suits were the consequence. 

This obliged the commissioners to adopt new laws; but the most 
rigorous measures were very far from producing any thing like order. 
The suspensions and dismissions' were so many and frequent, that the 
courl; determined on admitting the lodjesmenwith conditional branches; 
neither would they confirm th^m, until they had received satis- 
factory proof of thidir peaceable and submissive behaviour. But even 
this precaution, was very far firom producing the desired effect ; and^ 
as the punishing, at the will of the president, might be attended with 
serious consequences, it was determined to apply again to parliament, 
to confirm the authority they had assumed. 

It had been customary for the master and wardens, to order a 
certain number of lod/e^en to be continually in their boat. on the 
water^ whenever the wi^ would permit, to wait £pr homeward-boimd 
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thipft; and as they were not limited to any station, they were accused 
of aipiling a ccmsiderable distance from the shore, to meet the India- 
men,, and.of ausi£rt.ing them in the contraband trade. Tins complaint 
obtained thun^anotlier act, in the seventh year of the* reign of George 
the TirsL;. and from the preamble of it we team, that frauds were fre- 
quently, committed , in clandestinely ranning of goods, out of ships 
and Tessebv^inewward ^und, as well from the East Indies,, as other 
ports^^ on pretence of boats plying with pilots for such ships, at a 
great distance from the proper staticm of such pilots; by means whereof 
they escape the inspection of the officers of the customs ; and several 
mischiefs, and incoDvenieacies have happened^ as w^l to his Majesty's 
as to. merchant ships^ by the disorders and negligence of pilots residing 
9t Dover, DeqU ^d the Isle of Thanet, which are not sufficiently 
prevented. io the preceding act. Be it therefoiye enacted, that it shall 
aod may be. lawful, to and for the Lcml Warden of the Cinque Pqrts, 
or fais deputy for the timekieing; with the assent of the commissioners, 
^pd the master and wardens of the society, of the major part of them, 
to make sack rales and orders, for the better gov^nment smd regula-^ 
tion of the pilots, as shall be tliought fit and convenient ; and to order 
and direcft a proportionable and' su^oient mimber of the respective 
piJbts, not less than eighteen, ta be constantly at sea, at all reason- 
able times, to be ready to conduct such i^ips up the rivers Thames 
and Medway, as shall have occasion for them ; and it shall be lawful 
for the aforesaid persons, or the major part of them, at a court, to 
suspend,, or deprive, any of the said pilots for breaking such rules or 
ptxiers, or omitting any thing required by the tome, as for acting any* 
wisflii contrary to such rules and orders; and if any of the said pilots 
so suspended, or deprived, during the time of such suspension, or de- 
privation, shall take uppn him, or themsdves, to conduct any ships 
from Dover, Deal, or Tlian^t, tx> an|y ]»]ace in the ^aid rivers^ such pi- 
lots shall be liable to all sueh^ painfr uid penalties, as such persons as 
have not been examinedi and admitted into the society. 



Digitized by 



Google 



316 HISTORY OF 

At the first meeting, held under this statute, the commissioners 
met with a determination to frame a code of laws, to compel obedi<- 
ence. Instead of turning over the bulky volumes of their proceedings, 
and revising and methodizing what might appear the best calculated 
to maintain order, they proceeded, as they do in old and corrupt 
states, in adding decree unto decree, and resolution to resolution, to 
fine, suspend, and dismiss, at the will of the president, when the sta^ 
tute only authorized them to try the aggressors by their rules in court, 
and they ought to have heard and determined the ofiences of the lodes- 
men by a jury. 

' The profession of a lodesman was, at that time, rery fitr from 
being an eviable situation; for there was a standing order, for a cer- 
tain number of them to be continually at sea, at the pleasure of the 
wardens ; and there was no medium between implicit obedience and 
suspension for the first remonstrance; and dismission for the second. 

But this was not thought a sufficient punishment by the commis- 
sioners ; for, by tlieir new code of laws,* the offender was at the mercj 
of the president; and he was to make such recompense as he might 
think proper to onder him; smd there was no appeal from his sentence. 

The fines, which were appropriated for particular uses, the lodes* 
men had reason to believe, were misapplied; but they dared not in- 
quire, as suspension would have been the consequence. 

There appears to have been a systematic plan of misapplying a 
certain portion of the sums, paid by the lodesmen for particular uses^ 
to purposes which were never intended, as early as the year 1720; and 
it is very probable, that it was practised at a more early date. But, 
under the last statute, the proceedings of the court were materially 
changed. 

Wh^ tlie commissioners assembled, they considered themselves 
as a legislative body, to enact laws ; and the master and wardens were 
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left to suspend at their pleasure ; aod when the court met to hear the 
petition of the injured person, it either took off, or prolonged the sus- 
pension. This method of administering justice is unknown in our su- 
perior courts. 

' After the commissioners had tried this rigorous system for two 
years, they were obliged to allow, that after every possible care had 
been taken to make good laws, to promote the general welfare and 
prosperity of the society, yet some unhappy division always pre- 
vented it. 

The court proceeded in this manner nearly half a century mme^ 
with but little variation; until the commissioners found itneces8ax;y to 
check the growing animosities between the lodesmen. 

Local prejudices had given rise to divisions between the pilots of 
Deal and Dover ; and the court decreed, that their number, at each 
place, should be more equal; and at Margate, and at Ramsgate, 
they should be proportioned to the duty.* Copies of several new laws 
were ordered, by the court, to be given to the lodesmen, that they 
might not plead their igncM^nce, when they transgressed them. 

The court ordered, that the lodesmen, while waiting at sea for 
homeward-bound ships, should be confined to certain limits. Tlie six: 
lodesmen from Dover were not to sail further to the westward, than 
to a place called the Red Fall. The nine pilots from Deal were not 
to go further to the southward, than to bring the two lights at the 
South Foreland in one. The pilots in the Isle of Thanet were to keep 
to their own bays, and the North Foreknd. . The usual punishments 
were inflicted for their disobedience. 

The keeping the pilots upon the water, to wait for homeward- 
bound ships, was probably continued, until some of their lives were 
• sacrificed in the service; and it was then thought, that a room on the 
shore, conmianding an ei^tensive prospect to the westward, would an« 
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swer every purpose, and be the means of prcsennng tlie health, and 
the lives of an usofol body of men, without injuring* the service. A 
laoom was accordingly built, aud provided with good glasses, and two 
of the pilots next in turn were always upon the spot, and they bad f 
boat to ikke them off, when wanted. 

That there might be a succession of able pilots, the court de- 
creed, that onoe in every year, in the time of peace, two waidens 
*fifoti -Itovftr, the same from Deal, with two or three pilots from thp 
upper and lower book, should hire a vessel, at the ex pence of the. so- 
'Ciety, and take with them a certain number of young mco, who were 
^sirous of admission into the fellowship, to take a survey of the sand 
banks, and shalk>w9, on the coast of FkmderB and Holland, and in 
the passage to the Thames and the Med way; and they were to lay their 
observations, and their journals, before the court. 

The pilots had always a dislike to the taking charge of the King's 
ships, when they were cruizing in the North Sea; or on the coasts of 
Flanders or Holland, in the Htm o( war. The strict discipline, mar- 
tial law, their long confinement, absence fmai their families, and their 
situation while on board, all united in rendering the service dbagree- 
-able to them. 

In the Americian' war, the admiralty board, taking the matter 
into consideration, endeavoured to make their situation on board a ship 
of war more eoiifortable. They issued orders to the captains of ships 
and sloops of war, in the King's service, to treat the pilots with the 
same respect as the warrant officers. The purser was enjoined to have 
a set of bedding for them; and the captain, by his instructions, was to 
order them to be supplied with hammocks, to be slung in a conveni- 
^^nt place, near their duty, and separate from the common men. * 

A pilot, conducting a ship in pilot water, was to have the sole 
"command, tmd might grve orders for setting and handings Ae sails, 
braceing the yards, putting the ^irp into steys, and doing such things 
as he should think proper^, The cattail) was to take care, tliat the 
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proper officers and men obeyed the pilot's orders ; and he was to watch 
his proceedings ; and if he behaved ill, or appeared to be endangering 
the ship, he might then remove him from his command, and take chargo 
of the ship ; noting in the log book, the exact hour the pilot was de- 
prived of his power, and the reason of his doing it If this order rfsn-^ 
dered the pilots- situation on board a King's ship more comftrtablet 
it va^ very far from reconciUng them to the service. 

Evwy lodesman is sworn, at his adm^ion, to observe all the rules, 
laws, and orders, of the court, and such as are afterwards n^ade, from 
time to time ; but the volmnes which contained them^ were lor many 
years closed, unless they paid a fe^ of thirteen shillings and four-pence, 
to gain a little information. It was the same with the bo(As, which 
contained the rec^pts and disbursements paid into their fund, and ex* 
pended by the wardens. As the privileges pf the pilots were frequently 
invaded, by persons who were not admitted into the fellowship, they 
expected that the wardens, who had the sole direction itf their fund, 
would pro9ecute the offenders, ais every member of the society would 
be equally benefited by it.' As the wardens wo«ld not agree to expend 
the, money in law suits, several of thfi pilots, about the year 1796, sub- 
scribed to raise a fund, for prosecuting, such persons as infiringed (m 
their rights ; and they entrusted the principal iBans^^ement of the busi* 
ness to ^vr. members of the fellowship, who had steadiness and resolu* 
tion to encounter difficulties, and to ask the hazard of auspcAsion, and 
disnus^ion ftom the society. 

This select committee, finding themselves as ignorant of the li^ws 
by which they were governed, as they were of those by which they were 
to punish others, who transgressed the decrees of their court, found it 
indispensably necessary to apply to their wardaas, for a free access to 
Uie records of their court, lest they should err in their proceedings, for 
want of proper information. In the month of January, X799» they 
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applied to the wardens, for permission to inspect the books for the 
orders of court, for establishing a fund, that they might know how 
their money had been applied, and the state of it to last Christmas. 
• » This step was as new, as it was unexpected and unprecedented, to 
the wardens ; for the ordinary members had not been suffered to inquire 
after the application of any money collected for their fund ; and the 
wardens at Deal, endeavoured to evade giving them a direct answer ; 
and they said, that the court of lodemanage was the only place, where 
they could apply with any hope of success. 

The members of the select committee had all of them sniarted 
under the orders of the court ; and the answer they had received to 
their application, served only the more to irritate them ; and they said, 
that they would seek a redress for their wrongs in a superior court. 

The wardens, having been unaccustomed to such threats, were 
rather alarmed, and they applied for advice in their new and critical 
situation. The refusing the lodesmen the privilege of inspecting the 
laws they were to obey, and of examining the accounts of the expen* 
diture of their Own money, would not bear a strict examination in a 
superior court ; and the register of Dover Castle, in his answer to the 
wardens residing at Deal, said, he had seen several letters, addressed 
to the treasurer, for leave to have free access to the books belonging to 
the society ; and, in his opinion, it was right and proper, for any of 
the lodesmen to make extracts, at all fit and convenient times ; but he 
did not think the wardens should let the books go out of their own 
possession. 

He added, that there could not be any objection to the treasurer's 
informing them of the balance in hand up to the last quarter ; but if they 
wanted any further information, relative to the state of the fund, it 
might be had, by two pilots applying for a state of the accounts to be 
laid before the next court of lodemanage. He desired, that a copy of 
his letter might be laid before those who had made the application. 
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.'. The treasurer sent them the copy» and he informed thein» that 
they might examine the bboks of orders every Monday, from ten to 
tiirdve of .the dock. 

/ ; Thki CDimnittee considered the granting of access to their rules and 
brdecs, with this restriction, wfis designed to prevent them from gain- 
fBlg *aDy. coinpetent knowlgdg^ of their teiiMTs ; and they addressed a few 
lines td the treasurer, sfignifyiqg, tilAt.th^ .tijne he had mentioned was 
not »u0k;ient to answer /their porpQee ; and that they .expected a free 
access, ajb ail .fit and cpBvenmt ;oppprti)n^tii«9> and they were dete;-- 
miheitohaveit. ; . • ; ' . .i . .; ; 
- ! •' The trea^uner: riefused to. take thcnti lettei?, as. he expected it con* 
tajaed somelthii^hfQstiletiQjhif views. ; The cQtiu»lUte0> finding but little 
prdbabiltty of suceeedin^ i^ ;theii; a^^fdiiclktifm to th« | tfeasnner, appUM 
to twot gentletnen «f Iliht laitt, )ia :the ,ne«ghl?Oiyrh0od .ol' liq^oln's Inn* 
who, like «oni0 ieim.Qi thdlr.|ffoim»ion,' ;it«re de#itx¥is. v^ keeping . their 
cli^Dtt» from goi^ i^to oouH, lif it eoMldibeprevented^ .Tk»y applied, 
by letter, to the freaavra*^ for;te»ve for the pilot^.to; inspect, and t^(} 
copies «£^ the aoCii9iiQt»:of all money itiAOfacliiow, in his possession, 
wh*th eonberaed libe fellowship.] i j^^e^r.Ht.the/reCu^^pr, th^ compliance 
li^itii't^ieir Fullest, :tt^)tS^ Qwn Ji|dg0iient» oc.tp'libe adyice he pii^t re^ 
eeive frooi bis st^ieviess, Tibejf added* .tbat they knew he had been 
frequently applied li> by the^cpminHtee ; but if he refused tp. grant them 
tludur treasonable petition* tliey should take ti^e nec!^sary steps to com- 
pel, him;' and they did.Mitidimht, but anaMachment, aod a ootiuaut- 
ntont o£. his. pej^n*. would 1^ Hie^ xpp^eqtiencei of his refusal. They, 
concluded with saying, that some of the meinb^ of the l^lowship 
w<toldi0aU.on him vfith their letter, and .a witqe^Ji,. to request permis- 
sion to! t'$ke copies, of the 9jCi?pu^;.-^pd they ali^i required, t^wit ho, 
w.UddjQiihibit the# at th^,)^e)^t jcpurt of lodeman^ge. 
: .1 :1q :tlM$ 0Man tit^^f {irtSt9F^ti.opStj)V(3ve making for an application 
to. the court .of King-Hjienfih, to ^ol^tajn^i^ sight, pf their Tules and their; 



Digitized by 



Google 



822 HISTORY OF 

Accounts; and three of the complaining pilots made affidaviik how 
their business had been transacted ; but they are designedly dmitited; 
on account of their length, as are also the affidavits oif their 0{^nentitf 

As they were ignorant of the 'power and 'the records of Uidir court, 
and doubtful whether there were any precedents in their faYor; and 
the expence being a serious considemtion, twenty-Uirefe- of «the piloted 
during the suspension of their bffsiriessj 'signed a petition, to be pre* 
sented to the adnairal of the Cinque; Ports, to request his interference 
in their behalf. They stated the number of menibers In tlieir society, 
and the money which had been paid into the treasurer's hands' during 
the course of thirteen years. They ako infonbed bitn, that they under- 
stood the money which they paid ought tb'hdY^'beeki. ispt^Aied towwds 
ihe support of superannuated piljots ; who; from ^age and iikfirmities, 
wi^e incapaye of ^ing their duty ; and they had toveiai in thai situ« 
ation, who wAnited )pelief ; and they had miade several attempts tb pro* 
cure infotmeitioH^ how their moneys had been^ expended, «nd Why it 
had not been ^ppKed to the-p(iPposeBit'>(7hs aC fisit intended. * •'* •' /•: 

They ;fuFthe^ stiEited, tiifttthey w^ Worn td'^My TUtew-and or- 
ders Wbi^thfely weve ign^mnt of, viitil Uiey wehs infetttied of ilwm 
by their wardens, when 'they wfishled'ui fine tlicitt^; and .they prayed^ 
that be would direct th^ tredsurin^ add' ethics, to iNMtder'an account of 
their fund, that their difierefat c<>ntribtltion^ might 'Be 'ptioiperly app)ied 
in future; and that the' law», hf ^hicb lliey wei^-'t»'be governed, 
might be printed,' and a copy given to each ^tteihber.athis adnnssioii, 
as practiced 'at the 1Viility-b6fttej 'at Deptfovd, when any oni^-is- ad- 
mitted into that soeiety. >• Id,. 

As this realonabie pelitW was' very far from prodiioing> the 
desired effect, and as the hearing of their ca^ was put off by tiie 
liord Chief Justice, m consequence of a preu of fominess, until Ihe 
£aster term ; they determined, as they had heaid io much of an order 
of the court of Iddemanage, ih&t they wolild niak^ a fonnal applica* 
tion at the next meeting of thb court. 
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. - : .The<notioe of tbeir' inte&titn vma sent to the ward^nS) tfeaMirer, 
q]#rk) /egist^t^and deputy vegisicr, •^^.Dbver Castle, in ftobstapce as 
ff^^yrip •• ' ; ' ' '" ' ' •' ■ • . •' •'' '* 

,r. /*f >W;()|i«m(]^ulfdnii. you, that at the next court of lodemanage* 
t^.bft kidii/afc Bovbr, Kane one, or more, of the members of the society 
of pilots, of the Deal division, will attend, and then and there require. 
oC Mie A^id i^Qiirt^ and of the riegister of Dover Castle, and Xff tbie trea- 
1^^ cl4rk,««(d wardens of theiqaid divisitm, the fixll and free insp«c-. 
ti0n,>.for tlien)tdves and • all their .members, of all and every of tbeir* 
l^ookf Qf 1 aQCOHBlSk> ^Ic^nging, ol th dny wist iieia.ting to, %hh said 
div)8A9«} :C«At^io*i%i.the focopka :aaid disburseinents, of the several 
wffffis oC n)^Q(»yrpfiAdito* the i^ardent and tueasinrer for the time being ; 
andth^ pftrs(AiS;^bo:apftyr^U desil^that the court ivill make an 
<^4€ff>/4<W: tbetOOgisltn't theilvandeiDS^ aikl treasurer, to comply witii 

theiruwiuiwt."' ...;•. ,.'.•.'.!::.•'••-• • '." 

.. T-hrq^.of ilie.cotnplainitg pdotii aMetnled^ on the twenty-eighth 
day of, Mardn il799 ; afid Jdhri^Bwlfey, ^ne of them, was admitted, 
tp q»ake kno<yKBi:his)bu^el9 to tbedDurt; ! ' . 
. . . ; . P|7i)t/» — ^^kei jfkteo4 of; ithb- apqpfiaalsrai is' td gain: some informa-' 
t^:qf tktelaitvswJIick wh.>are jlot)bsyv and tbp 'Btqteof our fuhd ; and 
I request the privikg&.oftihape^nkk^ithfe.iMioks^/conteinfn^UHe box 
tjMnIi to iwbiolit:Ia«la/o«rtributdb;iafid:&9.'I imderjtan^ihe fund was 
atfinil designed, fioo.thff bdndit of the feNowskip^ I wish to khow how 
the money has been applied. I desire also to- see &x& books, which 
contain the laws I have sworn to obey ; and I humbly request an 
ai|i^r:^«)y.aK)iitc^4|on4i / ..: . -.; 

He was asked,- wb$! ^ite j£d dot appL;^'1i6' the eolirt at first-; as be 
yf^m^ «^fpijl<»tir>iit>i^( a«^ was bound) tor«b^ il£horders ? 

Pilot. — ^The wardens at Deal alwa^-dsittwd every pil6t. Who had' 
2Hff:\\if»i^n€t»M fheiC»ttrt,i litkraaqiiaiBt Ihcn of i«,<<jiat tliey might in- 
t^9liMtif)iit{ iMid Williasn Colier had applied to tke' waAien of llte'> 
^0rteF, jrQsp«;tt)ii9 the buMUesl be hadmentioaed;. {•:■:» 
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One of the members of the court utid, I am unacquainted with 
the application ; but jou shall A»e permitted tp inspect the box turns 
at Deal, for every quarter; and you may form a committee from^ 
^mong yourselves, to examine the accounls, and the ruks and orders, 
at all reasonable times; and if you are dissatisfied, you sImM have 
justice^ 

I know that there have been great jealousies concerativg the ap- 
plication of the box turns, and su^icions that the moftey has been 
squteidered in ^n unnecessary manner. I do assure you, ihaX in fti- 
ture^ the books shall be. regularly kept, and pnodoeed at the court 
every quarter. The fees of ;the master and vmrdeoi^ for attending' 
court, and for examining candidates, shall bedooeaway; and the 
money shall be equally divided between Dov^r and Deal, one halite 
each box ; and the master and wardens shall have a. yearly allowance 
for their trouble. The master shall have six, and each war^n four 
guineas a year, and. the rent of a room, fire, and candle, for settling 
the busilaess of the fellowship. You shall be permitted to take copies 
of all rules and orders, relating to the societTf, at reasonable times. 
These things might have been obtained, if y6u bad applied to this 
court; the only proper place wbeie you ought to have applied, and 
it would have iaavedyou much tronUe and expence. 

Piht — May I retire with a full assurance that an <»der will be 
made to this extent ; and that I may have leave to inspect all books 
belonging to the fellowship. 

Answer. -^You may« 

The following order was accordingly made, at a court of lode- 
manage, the twenty-eighth day of March, 1799i' 

Cinque Parts. — ^At a court of lodemanage, holden al the Antwerp 
Inn, under the usual commission, 

<^ Whereas the master and wardens of Dovw and Deal have had 

and received certain very ancient and customary fees,' Amt einmmmg 

^every person for admission . into the fellowship^ and for examining 
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every pilot, before his admisftton iiito the upper book; it is now, upoft 
due consideration, ordered, that such fees shall be no longer' received 
1>y the said master and wardens; but that every pttot, at such admis- 
sion and remoral, shall continue to pay the accustomed sums; and 
what has heretofofre been taken by the mister and wardens, for theUt 
fees, shall be paid into the fund, one half for Dover, and the other 
iialf; for Deal ; and, instead of the raid fees, tfie master and wardens 
at Dover riiall receive, out of the box, the following suras Mmuallyi 
thb master, six guineas, and each of the wardens^ four guioeas ; and 
the wardens at Deal die same ; to coinmenoe fitmi ^ twei|ty-fiiUi day 
of March last** 

As it has been usual for the master 'and wardens at Dover, and 
the wardens at Deal, at their frequent meetings an public business, 
and also for settling their ^quarterly accounts, tO' incur expences at ta- 
verns, which they ch^ged in their credit to the society; it is now=or«« 
dered, that 'instead of being allowed for such expences, the master 
and wardens at Dover shall havie sixteen guineas out of the fund, and 
the wardens at Deal the same, yearly, <Vom the fifth of Aprih 

Jt was 'further ordered, that the pilots at Deal should be permitted 
by the treasttm', derk, and wardens, at allreaaoi^able tinses,' to in- 
itpect, and take copies of all books of accounts and orders bdionging 
t6 the^soCitfty. , . i . . 

Tlie complaining pilots hsid iakea copies of Ute eleik'S turn books^ 
during the time of his clerkship ; and some of them had kept an '«c>- 
cotint of^the turns they had catried^'fiKHn Hiie time df their adntissiou 
into the fblloi^hip ; and th&y had reaaon to «oiicl«de,- fi^m thekftvw^ 
ledge 'Ihey had acquire, Uiat tbm ii>ei« lipwanb of - tvo thous an d 
. pounds due to the society. ■ ' < ■ • -•:.-' 

As there had been such a large sum (ccrilected, and they had not 
advanced, out of thdr fund, any thing towards the suppof^ of the su^ 
perannuated pilots, they were at a loss to know ho«r> the n^oney had 
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hten appUcd/jaddotUs i^creasiadtheidr $u^pieiOQ tliAtttter^ va^ some- 

u .ij^rtim; the apfi«fi«UMm ofitb^ afiain^ tb^y detenniaa^d'to apply 
9g»i9 to.li)i4)«Ottrt.0C]i9ckjtoa»age,;: as.tlicorJiaid .ll^n;tQldi lh«(: ju^jtice 
^^Hlx^ ««Uiwbte?Qd ito.tibeni) tf Ake^ llatd any cause ofcOnifjfciiat. 
1 ;ij >T^r^of..^h&cxm]|)lft}nmg:pikiits made l^rtirani thtir inlekition of ap» 
|rfy<»f.ag*iotQ!th©net»t,eowH in July,. 1799; artdRoltertlCanipWI 
.^^!.th«[&>(.€»lleQU AiS h&Dtias cotsidei^bly agitated, «iiid;)kftd Ap^p^ 
te Jii? hwkd* €o»Uioing luS'fequest to 4he court, he was desired to give 
it ^(X^-depwtgf fegistsn'i^lio- vead as. jbllows. *■ Upohresaimmng <thf 
treasurer's and the clerk's accounts, for the last seventeen yeasrs,. I'find 
%{^fSK^v^'^ pf upir^cd^ jOf ,t^pQ tbpn^dnd pi^iptds, and I appJy lo this 
,co«rt for justice; and I'huntbty. hopoij tivEkl: an order, will b^ made,^ €9 
require th<) present troapur^r* cterjk,, and.jnardeDS, to ^y ^ l^ftltmoi 
into.' the haiid^ of the menil)efs of the ff Upwship,. fort^r.beH^t'^.x ,«. 
" I farther .ln^g, the attenti&o of this coupt, while Ifsay), .tiifht J 
Jhiak it a:heftvy)giitjVianc0,.in;.b«ing smpendejd and Uned^ at-thp »iH 
of the wardens, .with<*t ii>PWg heard or foup4 g»i% :; a|»i'thi<ti'J|Jt#inhJr3f 
Qonc^v«» to be.cclntssuo? to.tha.|pp«efBed»g»^^tifV'?Fy.cow 
aiid.to. the andent <piiaf ticj9 ^i tbis. court) ajiid^.f;he ^uthoEil^r .wilder 
«rhi(^^R&6tai><anid i tiuak, that I hatvfe |t .right ,tpl9e.tri«d by a ji^ 
of twelve men, competent to judge of the matter before them ; for,- by 
^y»^f^Sii t^,luf)|^^ni« a p«i^A is not t(>,b^ pvoialied huSof^t he is 

^»d gpritty." ! .,. ■,■■.; .. .'\ ,■• •:•'•! 

.iw. "Kbftiapi^iciiiifjftiflf'Meirwp^it^lWflWll^Mad B^^ and 

iinM^€»}]p4'aAd'it}i|(mdw«d wkp^ att^FPatipo between tl^.partiies;. but 
la6;tbe.coi»p|aioii|-.f(ilqt»9Nn» inil^ ^qdi^eFenot tobqiotiiiaidaii^ 
the court was obliged to attend to the business; and though, ih^y coul4 
jQat,},at tjhttitiitie4.qlit9^ to^.a»tis£ftet6ry fm»j«feff to! Uieir xe^est, the 
ibUoiHng)df8l)Muof tbet!to)«rt^<iras aft^f\rar^s tra^Wt^ ta th^n, 
. ' .C«i9«ejin*i,.;filtoi»th>i»f:Jul^ij99»— *^Upo»complaiattothig 
court by Robert Campbell, Thomas Bayley, and Jeremiah Mowle, 
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pilots, at Deal, of the insularities of the clerk and^tresisVit^of that 
place ; it is ordered, that sudi accounts be iiispeeted b^i all the pilots 
at Deal, or by a ccMnmittee of sach |Mlots as may be* apppiis^' by a 
majority of the Mowship there ; m<^ oonuiaittte to'cbiisi»v<6f n6t le^ 
than nixMi ; an4 that the inspectioB of sucb !«ceoiiuts^ ' fVohi ihb fifth day 
of April, 1783, to thefifUi day of April, 1799; und ^elrf^rt Of su^]^ 
inspection, foe made at the-next cOnrti'Oflodematiage.-'-' - 

^f It is fnrthcr ordered by thas cotirt, that G^rge ^Ldth and Jbha 
Bray, members of this coort, be>requested to esVbeadi and logive their 
advice and assistance to the conunitiee,' and i6 mik» thieiir i^rt; 
and that a clotk be eaiployed by such iiispecU'iig pilots, «qr eonttnttee, if 
it should be thought necessary, toCalrry the said orderiiito €^ndoQ/' 

When the eoart of in(]iury met for flie tfiiiigaction of bwniiess; ono 
of the members >reefmred>of>Robert>Camj)bdl, io'pmduce^his k:havged 
against th^Jtaeiisttrer and.itte wkrAeit<» ; .afed'tteytti^eM a»iftilloir.'i-ii< . 

. Fir»t«--31ie-vrhrd^ttsthaven^div<((ikrge6tcR^of »Miki^y,s^ 
times, for the use of the fellowship, which they have a!pfiooA:imp['^ 
pevly^'ivithoutTenderingaa accouiit^to thefeUowsh^i^i .. ntU nl 

. Second — They have desirotyed' bdekd ^ndf fu^rs^'faddngiog io:< dw 
society, witth a <4esign to ft^rtnA VLhf-mg(Aat> eiMmiinatiiin''tatia(ig 
place. ' ;■■.'•' i • I' ■'• "'I' , i'ii>.':;:i!';>/i;i r[ 

Thiiii^That many ktf jth^ bilk and adto«M» iaai fafancatad bjr 

tkemsilvcs; arid the isoeiety b chug^lwith: tbedrddiiof <espefacBs, 

ivhichnevtei^oecttrred;' •.' • >..!:•!,; j.-ii ■;:■>'.'.■' ■ t,. » jl.-.t •'•/. > ,f{ : ~^' -. v:> \ 

Fourth-'^'Bhattlie wMdenshavGib^sn^giiUtyiafpartnlklr. . ';•; ..! 

Copies of the ajwye 'charge "jvere delivered to the wardens, to 
prepare for their defence; . an4 they met on t\ie . twentyfseventh day. of 
November, for business. . - - ^ , - 

.1- ■ .4 

After th^. persons appoiDliBd:. had. iimshed. he^^g.^I^fVild^W^ on 
both sidos, respecting the fcNregoing charge t0a^fi^)tliK$;|^^rkji'tre^)^^ 
and wardens, they drew up the following report, to be delivered at the 
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next pourt of lodtmiftiMigei and in. the iiie9fi iisae, they were. to con- 
tiniiei thesrmeetiogl, if business required. iii j . . 

Copy of the ftepor/.— We, your court of inquiry, have met, agree- 
ably to your order of the fifteenth day of July, 17Q9, to inspect into 
the accounts of the clerk and treaatver of the fellowship. of pilots, at 
Deal, from the fifth day of April, 17.89* to the sixth day. of July, 1799, 
and we have diligently e?:anuoed into all matters relatuig to the afiwe- 
said alecouiit^t and likewise to the four charges, hro^^ by the plain- 
tiff, against .the tteaswer,! clerk, and wardens, at Deal. 

In investigilting the first charge, we have divided the time. into 
three distinct pei;jod$. .The first, ftom the fifth day of Aprils 178S, te 
the fifth day of the saute: month, 1706, .which includes fourtieeh. years 
of Mr. Paisfd's wardenship. The second, from the twenty-fifth of Oc- 
tobec, 1796« whea;the eoutt ordered the account to be kept in » 
regular. manner, to the fifth.day of July, a798- . The thiud, firom the 
fifth of July, 17^8, to the fifth day of July, 1799, which is the cbsing 
oft^.aoooimL 

In this arrangement, we have found it necessary to ei^amine the 
second period first ; becfiise the (death of .the treasurer, aaid 6ther itnpe- 
dimcnts^.haire made it ilifficult to examine the first ^rjod by itseUi 

In investigating the second period, of seven quarters, to shew bow 
tli^ treasurer. had: expended the sum of £i7Q : I6 t^ he i produced 
vouchers >far'^180<: 19 : li; but he had no. voudiers fiur the sum. of 
£,9^ : 17 : 8, expended in settling the quarterly aiicQuat& at Deal ; and 
he says, the leasop why. he had tume was, ' becauso he hbd no instruc- 
tions to preserve them. ... 
. ' '4* ^® "weTe so circumstanced, your committee could only judge 
^ the expenditure in the second period, by what had been done in the 
third. 

We fitid that the Slim cfxpended in^^ the litst five qo^itdrs,- is at as 
ptait rate as that chavgsd in the sie«<»h qnart^, in the second peri<6d;^ 
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aod as the plaintiS did not object, to the charges in the last period, 
we are therefore pf opinioq, that the sum charged is as proper in the 
one ii)stanc^9 as in the other. 

As the accounts in the first and^i^econd periods were kept in the 
«ame manner, and as the objections made by the plaintiffs in the third 
period were rqaovcd by the vouchers produced ; we therefore judge 
the same rule will hold good for the three periods. Mr. Paine has 
proved, to the satisfaction of your committee, that he has expanded 
all the money he had in his hands ; but as to the propriety of the exr 
penditure, or to whom' he paid it, that is not quite so sat^factopy« . 
..He has paid the whole of the interest, arising from tl^e money i^ 
the public funds, to the wardens, for their own us^, without any ordef: 
for doing it ; and he says he did it, because he gave security at his 
entering on his office. This he ought not to have done, if he had so 
applied the interest of the floating balance he had in his hands. 

Your committee find, that this has not been practiced by Mr. 
Paine only, but by his predecessors in office, as far back as the year 
1781, and it was equally improper in all of them. Your committee, 
therefore, conceive it their duty to state to you, that they are of opi- 
nion, that the whole of the interest, so improperly applied, ought t6 
be refunded, and disposed of. as yqu shall think proper. 

We think that the wardens joining witK the treasurer, in giving 
security, is rather making themselves accomplices in error, than checks, 
as they ought to be, for they sign the accounts as just and right. 

Your committee further observe, that they have found * the ac- 
counts, not only before you ordered them to be kept in a regular man- 
ner, but since, in a very incomplete state. 

Oh^ectms to this report If the complaining pilots. 

First — ^We object to the sum of eighteen pounds for interest hav- 
ing credit in the treasurer's acc6unts ; it ought to be returned, and 
added to the stock. 

Utt 



•& 
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Secondly — ^The sum of twenty-four pounds, paid to the wardem 
for the loss of turns, while attending the court of lodemanage, is an 
exceptionable article, as it is contrary to an order of court of the 
twenty-^ninth day of March, 1764. 

Thirdly — ^That the sum of ten pounds, charged by the treasurer 
for court expences, above the statement given by the master and 
clerk, cannot be allowed. 

Fourthly — That the court having decreed, that the order of the 
twenty-ninth day of March, 1764, shall be altered ; and that the 
master and the wardens of Dover and Deal, shall not in future have 
any thing out of the box, if their turns be carried five days before the 
holding of the court. 

The comniittee considered, that the complaining pilots had only 
proved the first charge in part, and that they had failed in the other 
three. 

To this part of the report the pilots dissented ; and they said, that 
they proved their first charge by the misapplication of the interest; by 
the money paid to the wardens, contrary to an order of court; and 
by the surcharge of ten pounds, beyond what was mentioned in the 
master's letter. 

The second charge they considered as proved, by the clerk and 
wardens not being able to produce three years books. 

The third, they said, was proved by the surcharge, as mentioned 
in the first, and may be further proved, if the wardens and treasurer 
could not produce any accounts of the £92 : 17 : 8 ; and there would 
be reason to conclude, that their turn money was included in that 
sum. 

They acknowledged^ that the former charge was not proved, be- 
cause they had not entered into it. 

The committee, in this report, intended to get clear of the 
£92 : 17 : 8, by averaging the expences with the lajst five quarters, in 
what they called the last period; but they said, the wardens loss of 
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turns is included in the five quarters, which is the reason of tlie exr 
pences being so high ; and yet the committee have fixed on them as the 
standard to estimate the expences for the other period. 

They added, that they had not only suffered the illegal charge^ 
but they had permitted the treasurer and the wardens to charge for 
their turns a second time ; by which the fund had been defrauded 
forty-eight pounds. They thought the objections to the five quarters 
accounts trifling; and that they were removed by the vouchers pro- 
duced by Mr. Paine. . ? . 

We beg leave to say, that we did then, and still do object to the 
improper charges mentioned in the five quarters accounts, at fourteen 
pounds the quarter; the charges are seventy pounds; in which we in- 
clude thirty-six pounds paid to the wardens. If this sum be deducted 
from the seventy pounds, it will leave but £Q : 16 : a quarter for 
expences, instead of fourteen pounds. 

If the wardens are permitted to make a separate charge of their 
turns in the seven quarters, according to your rule of calculation in 
the last period, then, the expences will be ^13 : 5 : 44, instead of 
£6 : 16 : 0, including the treasurer's salary ; and there will be only 
£47 : 12 : 0, instead of £92 : 17 : 8, to be allowed in the treasurer's 
accounts. Are these objections trifling? 

As the plaintiffe produced so many strong objections to the report 
of the committee, .there, was but little, probability of their terminating 
the diflerenices very speedily, or very amicably ; but they met again, 
at Deal, the twenty-eiglith day of -May, 1800. 

The complaining pilots were informed, at this meeting, that the 
twenty-four pounds paid by the treasurer to the wardens, for their loss 
of turns, while they were in waiting, had been submitted to the con- 
sideration of the court. It was allowed, that the order confined the 
lime to five days ; but the register had directed the wardens to hold 
themselves in readiness eight days previously to the meeting of the 
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court; and therefore the wardens must have credit for the twenty- 
lour pounds, and the register must be accountable for that sum. 

They were then asked, if they had any thing further to bring 
forward ? 

Mn Bayley presented another account of ^282 : l4 : 8, which 
had been paid into the hands of the wardens, for the five quarters, 
from the beginning of October, 1796, to the end of July, 1798, for 
upper and lower book turns, suspensions, interest, and other articles ; 
and he requested that the accounts might be examined by the fellow- 
ship's books, and the treasurer or his deputy might be called upon for 
a statement of the expenditure. 

Mr. Paine had a copy of Bay ley's statement; and they were re- 
quired to attend at the adjourned meeting, the eleventh of May, 1800. 

Mr. Bayley produced his further objections to the accounts; and 
the chairman moved, that the turn books, the treasurer's book, and 
the books of rules and orders, be laid on the table. 

The committee found, in the five quarters, 

490«i|iperbMk«MnM/at48y6d. each, UO 5 

476 Lower book turns, at 38. M. each 83 6 

Box and superannuated turns, at 4s. each « 14 

3 6ox tum8> at 28s. e^ch 4 4 

IChoioetara 8 15 

5 Rear suspension turns, ait SOs. each. •»••••• 7 10 

Interest of money •••. •••••• 15 

Increase of stock » «••.•• 7 d 10 

j?244 S 10 

The committee refused to admit five rear suspension turns in the 
upper book, and sixteen in the lower book, until file plaintiffs could 
produce further proof. 
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They applkd to the master again, for an account of the charges 
fi>r holding the court, during the five quarters in dispute, and he sent 
them the following letter : — 

*' Mr. Mowlc, — ^You desire m^ to give you an account of the chaise hire 
for the Deal wardens^ when ^ey attended the court of lodemanage ; but I can- 
not say^ as it is usual tp. put the chaise^ and the other charges^ which occur 
between the courts^ into one suin^ which, we call Deal cliargef. |t never was 
custon[i9.ry4P bftVf vouchers for all the disbursements. I send you the expences 
for Deal part for holding the courts. 

jS. 9. d. 

1501 July, 1795. Deal court charges 17 14 6 

19th March, 1796. Di<to ../.•.,•/.,. $ 1<K . 

12th July, n9«^ Di^to.., , 19 17 

'^ Dover, Sd May, 1800." ^. j^j^^ Qmkgr 

The plaintiffs suspecting an error in the above statement^ thej 
applied again to the master for au explanation^ and the^ received the 
following answer; — 

'' The expences for holding the general court, tbetw^lilh d^y of Jfily, we 
think is right for Deal ; although the l^,ie master stated, in the account, paid 
the register's bill j?16 : 6 : 4, without mentioning any court pharos, which we 
think is a mistake. 

As it appeared, by the master's letter, that all expjeoc^f l;^^ween 
the holding of the courts were brought into one sum, and divided 
between Dover, Deal, andThariel, tjie plaintiffs insisted, that the 
sum of j^92 : 17 : 8, charged for settling the accounts, was an im- 
proper charge, and not to be' admitted ; and they said it was im- 
possible, that the expences for holding a court in July, could amount 
to £46 : 6 : 84, unless all x)tfaer charges were iocljuded io it. 

June the 6th, 180t).r— Mr. 3ayley Ahaerved) tt^at tj^e treasurer 
had credit for tweatyrfour fWUiud?, iFhich VMS^vdby ^e direction 
of the register; yet he must be answerable to the fellowship for it; 
and he desired, that the committee would charge the treasurer with 
that sum in their next report. 
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The committee then required of the plaiDttfife, to fitate to them 
the sums they supposed the treasurer and the wardens had received, 
during the first period. They produced the following account. 

From the 5th July, 1 782, to the 5th July, 1795.... 1487 7 8 
From the 5th July, 1795, to the 30th Oct. 1796. ... 283 ir 4 
As the books from the 5th April, 1782, to the 5th of 
April, 1785, are said to be lost, it is supposed 
that the wardens received, during that period.. . 289 17 

4^2059 16 

• - a 

The committee then asked the treasurer, if he admitted' that he 
received the above sum within the time mentioned ? 

Amwer. — ^We have no accounts. 

Question to the complaining pilots. — ^What sum do you state to 
have been paid, into the treasurer's and wardens hands, during the 
second period, from the twenty-fifth day of October, 1796, to the 
twenty-fifth day of October, 1798 ? 

Answer.— £276 : l6 : 9. 

Question to the treasurer.*— Hay e you any account of the expen- 
diture for the above period ? 

Answer. — ^Yes. 

Produce it. 

£. s. d. 

Paid Mr. Bayley^ while in the tender 4 5 

Interest to the wardens 18 . 

Lo88 of time attending court • • 34 

Deal part of expences holding four courts 60 4 10 

To pilots attending cburt *..••. 15 1 

To settling quarterly accounts at Deal 92 17& 

To public donations 55 10 8 ' 

To treasurer's salaiy/ seven quftrters «... 510 S * 

\ £27b 9 5 
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PlainHffn quesiumed hy the commtV/^e.^-^Have you a statement of 
tfie money received by ^ clerk and treasurer, fit>m the fifth day of 
July, 1798, to the fifth day of July, 1799? 

Anmer. — ^Yes; £l73 : 3 : 8. 

Treasurer questioned.^^n what have you expended the sum of 
£l7S : 2 : 8, mentioned in the last period ? 

Answer. — Our accounts have been laid before the court, and ap- 
proved of there. 

Question to the plaintiffs. — Do you know of any other sums of 
money paid to the treasurer, from the fifth day of July, 1782, to the 
fifth day of July, 1799? 

Answer. — Yes. Every pilot, at his admittance, pays ^8 : 9 : 8; 
and when removed, £4 :6:6; which will amount to £ 111 : 19 : 6. 

Question to the treasurer. — Can you tell how this sum has been 
expended ? 

Answer.* — ^We have no accounts ; the committee must apply to 
the register for information. Adjourned. 

A list of the sums received by the treasurer, the clerk, and tlie 
wardens, at Deal, and for which they are accountable to the society. 

Received^ from the 5th of April, 1782, to the 5th of 

April, 1795 .• 1487 7 8 

From the 5th of April, 1795, to the 5th of July, 

1795, the time the books were missing. • 282 11,4 

From the 5th of July, 1795, tq the 10th of October, 

1796 276 16 9. 

From the 5th of July, 1798, to the 10th of October, 

1799 •. 173 2 8 

For admissions and removals. 1 1 1 19 6 

£233] 17 11 

June the tenth, 1800.^— The committee met to finish their inquiry ; 
and an affidavit was produced of the master's, to prove, that the sums 
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paid for the four courts, dkl not include \thft t^^twilty'^fiKir -pounds paid 
to the Deal wardeais, nor the inbidental i^pekicea between the courts^ 
for providing pilots for his Majesty's service. 

Mr. Bayley then presented a paper tO:the following purport, which 
he requested they would enter <tt their, minutes, for the uiformdttion of 
the members of the court of lodemtiaAge. 

I find in the treasurer's and clerk's acoounts^ the following ql^rges, 
for obtaining pilots for his Majest/s service. 

1798. From tke 5th of June, to the 5th of July 5 5 6 

To the 10th of October 3 3 6 

1799. To the 5th of January 3 0' 

To the 29th of September. • • 3 17 4 

To the 25th of December ...'. 8 

£\^ 14 4 



Mr. Bayley insisted, that the whole of this charge was an imposi- 
tion on the fellowship ; and he requested, that they would report it to 
the courti as he supposed it had escaped their notice. 

When the. court assembled, on the fourth day of Jul}^ 1 800, the 
plaintiffs sent in a petition, requesting, that they might be permitted 
to hear the second report of the committee read-r 

One of the pilots was sent for, and informed, that they should 
have a copy of the report, and they might make their remarks on it, 
as the business could not be determihed that day. 

The pilot said. Sir, we request permission to be in court; as you 
told me last July this was a court of justice, and an open court. 

As this request was denied them, they sent in a second petition, 
requesting, that they would bring the business to a conclusion, and not 
compel them to apply to another court. 

A copy of the report was given them, on the fifth day of July ; 
and they were requested to meet the committee on Tuesday, as they 
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bad a proposal to m^ke, whidi it was b6ped might be satis£atctory to 
all parties. . . 

Copy of the second report. — We, your conimittte, liare,* agreeably 
to your orders^, again examined the accounts of the clerk and treasurer 
of th^ pilots of this place- We have proceeded, as in our former re- 
port, by diriding the time into three periods. From the fifth day of 
April, 1782, to the fifteenth day of October, 1790, we find the clerk 
and'trfeasurer have' received £2059 : 16. 

We have called upon them to say in what manner this sum has 
been expended, and they say, there is no account of it in -existence ; 
and all those who could give any information, are dead. 

We have also called upon the treasurer, to give an account erf the 
tlisbursemeiiCs of the seven quarters, or the second period, which he has 
done with the! following articles, and which we think right and prdper*. 

To .Thomas Bayley^ \vhile in a tender 4 5' 

To Deal part of four courts. '. ..." \... 40 4 10 

To sundry pilots^ their attendance. ••....... 15 1 

To public donatiohs. * 55 10 8 ^ 

To treasurer's salary^ .fiTo quarters. .• 5 10 3 

Your committee considtir it. theiir duty to offer the following ob- 
servations. ; . ' 

The twenty-four pounds .paid to the wardens for their loss of time, 
while attending the court of loaduianage, was done. contrary to the 
order of court. Tf'he treasurer says, in vindication of himself, that he 
j)ajd the money by the direction of the. register. We beg leave to 
submit to. your determination, whether the treasurer, or the register, 
be. answeriable for the said sUm. / 

ITie second article, is the interest of the money in the hands of 
Mf. Jgguldeh, of Deal ;' which sum of fifteen pounds has been impro- 
perly paid to the wardens, for their own use ; and we are ^till of opi- 
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nion, that the same ought to be refunded, and disposed of as you may 
think proper. 

For the third and last article paid by the treasurer, for sundry 
expences for settling quarterly accounts at Deal, no vouchers are pro- 
duced, nor were there any accounts kept. The plaintiffs require posi« 
tive proof; and the treasurer persists in saying, he has not kept any 
account. 

Your committee beg leave to observe, that in the third period^ 
from the fifth of July, 1798, to the fifth of July, 1799, the clerk and 
treasurer have received £l73 : 2 : 8, for which a state of the expen- 
diture has been demanded ; and the defendants say, they have exhibited 
a statement in the court of lodemanage. 

To this the plaintiffs made the following objections. — ^We, the coni>- 
plaining pilots, plaintiffs in this business, beg leave to lay before you 
our remarks, on the second report made by your conunittee, for your 
consideration. 

When your committee asked for the expenditure of the sum of 
j^2059 ' 16, received by the clerk and treasurer during the first period, 
they were told, that the only persons who could give any information, 
were dead. We beg leave to say, that Mr. Edmund Paine, the trea-- 
surer, was warden in the year 1781, and Mr. John Broad clerk in the 
year 1782 ; and undoubtedly, they ought both to give some informa- 
tion. . Mr. Gammon was made warden in the year 1789> Mr. Benjamin 
Dixon in 1791 » and Mr. Erridge in 1794; and each of them ought to 
give some account^ during the time they have been in office. 

We beg leave to remind you, that we have no objection to the 
credit of the sum of £l5 : 1 : 0, stated to have been paid by the trear 
surer, during the second period, to sundry pilots for attending court ; 
but we cannot refirain from pointing out the impropriety of charging 
the whole of it to that part of the society residing at Deal. 

The order of the court of lodemanage, bearing date the fourth day 
of April, 1723, expressly says, that Dover and Deal shall pay equally 
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alike, all charges incurred by the fellowship. Dover therefore ought 
to pay £7 : 10 : 6 of the said sum ; or if the court charges are paid 
as the master has acknowledged, then Margate and Ramsgate ought 
to pay oiie-sixth, and Dover and Deal the remainder, or equally be- 
tween them. This, we hope, you will see, and rectify the error. 

We further beg leave to remind you, of what we conceive to be a 
great omission, in your not taking notice of £l4 : 18 : 4, for chaise 
hire ; for it is an improper charge, made by the wardens at Deal, for 
obtaining pilots for his Majesty's service ; as this sum was recorded in 
the minute book on the tenth day of June. 

We further remark, that you have not taken any notice of the 
sum of £111 : 19 : 6, paid for the admission and the removal of pilots. 
If the deputy register received this sum, it is necessary that somebody 
should be accountable for it. , ., . 

The committee met m Jiily, and they informed the parties, that 
tiieir report had been considered by the court 6f lodemanage ; and it 
was thought, that the matters in dispute might be adjusted by arbitra- 
tion, and they were directed to recommend that step. 

Both parties required time ; but they engaged todeliver their deci- 
sive answers on the fifteenth day of July. When they met, the plain- 
tiflFs asked what power the arbitrators were to be invested with, and 
whether the court of lodemanage would sanction and record the award. 

The committee answered, that the arbitrators should have full 
power to accommodate all differences ; but they were to keep the inte- 
rest of the fellowship in view. The parties agreed to the arbitration, 
and the committee adjourned to September. 

The court and the committee had a business before them, which 
would not bear a very strict investigation; and, by the steps which 
were taken, they were desirous of getting out of it, without too rigid 
an inquiry in the superior courts. If they could remove the plaintiffs 
objections to the expences in the second period, the treasurer would be 
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perfectly secure from any fear of the first, and there was not any thing 
formidable in the third. They were certain, that there. could not be 
any discovery from the treasurer's accounts, without collateral help ; 
for there were no entries, either of receipts or disbursementSj to lead 
to any information. The method of keeping the treasurer's accounts, 
during the periods in dispute, was simply saying, that there was so 
much balance, on settling their quarterly business. 

There could not be a more concise method, for there was nothing 
appeared but a single memorandum, as follows. At at a meeting of 
the wardens, at the Three Kings, in Deal, settled the tr^urer's ac- 
counts for the quarter ; and, after all charges being paid, for attending 
courts, and other expenqes, thjere remains in . the treqsurer's hands a 
certain sum, belonging to the fellowship of pilots, at Deal. 

To men who were determined to unravel this mysterious method 
of book-kee^ping, a few hints wore sufficient ; and, from the treasurer's 
and clerk*s books of turns, and from the records of their court, they 
produced the following table, as a guide for their arbitrator* 
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From the foregoing table it appears, in the third colunan, that 
there ought to have been in their fund ^1122; but during this pe- 
riod, the stock had increased only £8 : 16 : 6; therefore the surplus 
must have remained with those who received it. 

From the records of the court of lodemanage, it appeared, that 
the number of pilots admitted into the fellowship, and removed into 
the upper book, from the fourth day of April, 1782, to the twenty- 
eighth day of March, 1799j were as follows. 

Admitted at Dover 26 pilots, at Deal S6, at Mar- 
gate 1, at Ramsgate 2 ; total 65 ; which, at £8 : 8 : 8 
for admission, amomits to • ^41 IS 4 

Removed in the upper book at Dover 15, at Deal 
28 ; total 43 ; at £4 :6:6 each, amounts to 185 19 6 

£727 12 10 
For every admission the wardens received 42s* and 21s. for a 
removal; the sums received will therefore stand as follows. 
Admissions 65, at 42s. 137 10 
Removals, 43, at 21s. 45 3 

£182 13 

This sum, they said, ought to have been credited in the fellow- 
ship account. 

As the settling thisjbustness' by arbitration was recommended by 
the court, the plaintifis required* that they would enroll it ; but as it 
didt not wear a very favourable aspect, the court, upon recollection, 
did .not seem inclined to make themselves a party with their wardens ; 
for if they afterwards refused to inforce the award, they then would 
have been answerable to a superior court 

As this business had been delayed some time, and there appeared 
but little probability of its being brought forward, the plaintiffs ad- 
dressed a letter to the master, informing him, that they were very 
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much surprised at the procrastination of the court ; as the arbitrators, 
Mr. Thomas Chester on their part, and Mr. Purser Dower on the part 
of the wardens, were chosen, and only waited for the sanction of the 
court to proceed to business ; and as they saw but little probability 
of there being any thing done, they requested him, as master, to call 
a court, to enter their arbitrators on the minutes, that they might 
proceed. 

The master and two of the wardens at Dover, went to Deal, and 
informed the plaintilSs that they were advised to say, the court would 
not have any thing more to do with the business, than to recommend 
an arbitration ; they added, that the ordera for holding a court, they 
always understood, issued from the Warden of the Cinque Ports. 
They said, that there was no business which required a court, and 
that was the reason they did not hold one at the Michaelmas quarter. 

The plaintifi^ acquainted the master and wardens, that they had 
good reason to believe, that the award could not be enforced, unless 
sanctioned by the court; and they would apply themselves to the 
Warden of the Cinque Ports upon this subject. 

The plaintiffs printed the reports of the committee, with some 
other papers, which they addressed with a letter to the Warden qf the 
Cinque Ports, as follows : — 

'^ Honorable Sir^ — ^We^ the under-signed pilots^ resident at Deal, having 
a matter now pending in the court of lodemanage^ beg to lay before you the in 
closed printed book^ which we hope will not be thought presumption in us. 

'* After you have perused the second reports of the committee, we have 
reason to conclude^ that you will see great impropriety in the conduct of the 
treasurer^ clerk^ and vrardens^ at Deal ; and we pray that you will be pleased 
to order the several persons to attend the next court of lodemanage^ to answer 
such questions^ upon oath^ as shall be put to them/' 

While the plaintiiis were pressing to obtain a court, they were 
advised by their solicitors, not to make any proposals for settling the 
wardens accounts by arbitration ; but if they came from the court, it 
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would be prudent for them to accede to; it^ rThiat the awnrd.<;ou)<il 
not be chfbrced by the means of the bonds iaiime; Sind that it was in^ 
dispensibly necessaTy> that the court. of lodemanage .should propose 
the arbitration, and enter it on the minutes of their proceedings^ 
They said, we are much surprised to find tliat such an order haftncit 
been made; for we certainly did at first understand. the court. liad 
recommended the accounts to be submitted to an arbitration, upon 
both parties assenting thereto* If the court now refuses to make such 
an order, the business now assumes a very difierent appeataihiDe ; and 
it becomes necessary to consider, h6w far it will. be. prudent tio.pror 
ceed, without the sanction of such an order. ' . : . 

We are inclined to recommend an arbitration, as it will ascertain 
the amount the wardens are indebted to the society; and we thtok 
the court of lodenianage will feel themselves bound to compel the 
wardens to pay the balance, as the arbitrators shall direct. If they 
persist in not interfering, we have no doubt but the court .of chancery 
will order the substd-nce of the award to be performed, arid the pro- 
ceedings in that court wiil be less tedious and expensive. . . 

This advice induced them to write again to the master, .and to 
the register of Dover Castle, requesting them to hold a qourt qf lode- 
manage, to enter an order for an arbitration on t;h«^.ipinut^s of thp 
court ; and further to require, that the floating balance in the hands 
of the treasurer, which amounted to a considerable sum, might be 
put out to interest, for the benefit of the. society; arid so continued 
every six months, if the treasurer had fifty pounds, or upwards, in his 
bands. 

They were assured, thkt an application was made, for holdiog a 
court, and the business would be again considered ; and this induced 
them to wait the event of it. * . ' * : ^ 

The members of the pourt were unacquainted with, the determi- 
nation of the plaintiifs, and they very justly feared, ,that they might 
take some step which would lead them into greater difficulties;, and. 
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in order to prevent their further proceeding, one of the committee sent 
the clerk to inform them, that they had met, and delivered their third 
report to the register of the Castle; that every thing was ready to pro- 
ceed to arbitration, and they waited only for an order of court. He 
said, counsel's opinion had been taken, and that the court of lode- 
manage could not think of delegating its power to an inferior court. 
But though they could not make any order for the arbitrators to pro- 
ceed, yet the court would sanction the award, and record it in their 
minutes. He pledged his honor, that the court would adopt the mea- 
sure; but the plaintifis wanted it under his own hand. 

During this long procrastination, Mr. Paine, the treasurer, and 
the oldest warden, died; and when the arbitrators met to prepare the 
bonds, his executors refused to have any thing to do with the business; 
and the surviving wardens, sensible of what had been done while they 
had been in office, would not sign any bonds, to be answerable for 
any thing beyond their appointment to their wardenship. 

This objection occasioned another delay; but as they and the 
court saw, that in avoiding Scylla, they should be shipwrecked on 
Chary bdis, they at last signed bonds with a reluctant and a. trembling 
hand. 

When the arbitrators met for business, and had overlooked the 
proceedings of the committee, the arbitrator for the plaintiffs said, he 
should not be guided by any thing they had done; for he should take 
up the business from the beginning, and charge the wardens with hav- 
ing received a specific sum each year; and he should leave his oppo- 
nent to prove how it had been expended ; and where he could not 
produce proof, he should charge the wardens debtors so much to the 
fellowship. 

As the wardens had not given their arbitrator any information 
how to proceed, and every quarter's accounts might involve him in 
some new difficulty, it was found advisable to consider of some plaq 
to shorten the inquiry. 

Yy 
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He was asked, if he had any plan to ofifer; and he answered, no; 
and he asked for one from his opponent. The complaining pilots, 
knowing their situation, and that some of the wardens had died since 
the year 1782, and that they might have several bills to file in chan- 
cery against their executors, at an heavy expence, to be paid out of 
their own pockets, they agreed, that their arbitrator should settle the 
diflference upon moderate terms. 

When the proposals, on the part of the plaintiffs, were made, the 
wardens arbitrator required two or three days to give in his answer; 
and when they met again, they agreed to sign the following award. 

" To all to whom these presents shall come — ^We, Purser Dower, of 
the town and borough of Deal, in the county of Kent, gentleman, 
and Thomas Chester, of the town and port of Dover, in the said 
county of Kent, gentleman, send Greeting. — ^Whereas divers contro- 
versies and contentions have, for some time past, existed and been 
carried on, between Robert Campbell, Thomas Bayley, William 
Coller, Jeremiah Mowle, and Samuel Tavenor, all of Deal aforesaid, 
pilots, on behalf of themselves and others, pilots of the same place, 
against Edmund Paine (lately deceased), William Gammon, Benja- 
min Dixon, Edward Erridge, and Abraham Shrewsbury, all of Deal 
aforesaid, wardens of the fellowship of pilots there, concerning divers 
accounts and proceedings of them the said wardens; and whereas the 
said Robert Campbell, Thomas Bayley, William Coller, Jeremiah 
Mowle, and Samuel Tavenor, or some or one of them, did some time 
since, by their counsel, move the justices of his Majesty's court of 
King's Bench, Westminster, and obtained a rule for the examination 
of all books and papers belonging to the fellowship ; whereupon di- 
vers other proceedings have been had, as well in the court of lodema- 
nage at Dover as otherwise, before a committee for investigating the 
accounts and papers, in order, if possible, to settle and adjust the 
same, but without effect ; all which circumstances and proceedings 
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have been attended with considerable expence ; and whereas it hath 
been at length agreed, between all the said parties, that all matters 
in difference should be settled by arbitration ; and they accordingly 
did, for that purpose, in and by their several arbitration bonds, duly 
executed, and bearing date respectively the first day of June last past, 
plect and choose us, the said Purser Dower and Thomas Chester, to 
be the arbitrators accordingly, so as we, the said Purser Dower and 
Thomas Chester, should make our award, in writing, under our hands 
and seals, on or before the first day of August then and now next en- 
suing, as in and by the said in part recited bonds, relation being 
thereunto had, more fully may appear : — 

" Now know ye, that we, the said Purser Dower, and Thomas 
Chester, having, in pursuance of the said agreement and arbitration 
bonds, met together, and carefully and maturely inspected and inves- 
tigated certain accounts belonging to the fellowship of the pilots at 
Deal, from the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, to 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and concerning 
which heretofore great difficulties and controversies have occurred; 
and having in our endeavours to adjust and settle the same between 
the said wardens, and other pilots of the said fellowship, found divers 
errors and inaccuracies in the accounts delivered in ; and taking into 
our consideration, that the said pilots, Robert Campbell, William 
Coller, and Jeremiah Mowle, on behalf of themselves and others 
concerned with them, have been at considerable charge and expence 
in obtaining the said rule of the court of King's Bench, for the ex- 
amination of all books and papers belonging to the fellowship as 
aforesaid; and having maturely and deliberately weighed and con- 
sidered all the matters to us referred, do hereby award, order, arbi- 
trate, and determine therein, in manner following (that is to say) ; 
We do award and adjudge, that the executors of the said Edmund 
Paine, deceased, and the said William Gammon, Benjamin Dixon, 
Edward Erridge, and Abraham Shrewsbury, do pay, or cause to be 
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paid, unto the Baid Robert Campbell, Thomas Bayley, William 
Coller, Jeremiah Mowle, and Samuel Tavernor, within the space of 
forty days next after the next meeting of the court of lodemanage at 
Dover, the sum of one hundred and eighty guineas ; and we do fur* 
ther award, that the sum of one hundred and eighty guineas shall be 
paid by the persons, and in the proportions following (that is to say); 
-~-the executors of the said Edmund Paine, deceased (who have sig« 
nified their consent and approbation to us so to do), the sum of fifty* 
five guineas ;— *-the said William Gammon, the sum of fifty guineas;-^ 
the said Benjamin Dixon, the sum of fifty guineas; — the said Edward 
Erridge, the sum of fifteen guineas; — and the said Abraham Shrews- 
bury, the sum of ten guineas. And whereas the said Robert Camp- 
bell, and other pilots concerned with him, were, some time since, at 
considerable trouble and expence in commencing and prosecuting an 
action, which was tried and determined at Maidstone, in favor of the 
fellowship, against certain persons, for assuming to themselves the 
right of piloting ships and vessels to London, contrary to an act of 
parliament in that case made and provided ; and which suit or action 
apearing to us to have been commenced and prosecuted for the benefit 
and advantage of the fi^Uowship at large, in the protecting and defend* 
ing their ancient rights and privileges; we do therefore, with a view 
completely to settle and adjust all existing differences between the 
said parties, adjudge it equitable, that the court of lodemanage at 
Dover will be pleased to order the expences attending such suit, 
amounting in the whole to the sum of one hundred and fifty-five 
pounds and seventeen shillings, to be forthwith paid out of the funds 
of the said fellowship, in the usual and customary manner as such ex« 
pences are borne and paid by the respective fellowships of Dover, 
Deal, Ramsgate, and Margate. And we do further award, tliat all 
• the costs and charges of this arbitration and award shall be paid and 
satisfied out of the stock or funds of the said fellowship or society, in- 
asmuch as, by this present award, long standing controversies and con* 
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tsntioQS relative to the accounts of the said fellowship, are now settled ; 
and we, in consequence thereof, sincerely desire and hope, that the 
result of this our award will effectually conciliate all parties, and con- 
sign past differences and dissentions to obhvion. And this writing 
we do sign and seal, publish and declare, as our award in the pre* 
mises. Jn witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and seals, 
this eighth day of July, in the forty-first year of the reign of our So* 
verdgn Xiord George the Third, by the grace of God, of the united 
kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King, defender of the faith, 
and in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and one. 

" Purser l^ower^ l. s. 

" Thomas Chester. l, s. 

^ Signed, sealed, published, and declared, by tbe above "* 
naioed Paraer Dower, and Thomas Chester, aa thelr( 
Award 19 tlMs aaid vattemfi (b«iag fa%t ixAf $f9mp9ih{ 
in the presence of 

<< John Sampsotiy attorney at law, Deal." 

After the differences bettreen the pilots and the wardens were 
settled at Deal, they found it expedient to adopt a new method of 
bookkeeping ; for experience had taught them, that so tnuch due to the 
society upon the balancCt would iK>t answer their purpose any longer. 
The good efibct of this new plan soon appeared in the fund of the pi« 
lots, both at Deal and at Dover. A new act was procured in 1801, 
for the better regulating tbe aflSsties of the pilots ; and the old acts were 
lepealed, and are now useless. 

The merchants were, about this time, very much dissatisfied, and 
complained of their ships being detained, by lying to for pilots, which 
rendered them liable to be captured by tbe French priFateers, and they 
were charged with heavy expeoces in procuring pilots. To prevent 
these evils, they procured an act of parUament, and increased the 
number of pilots to one hundred and forty; sixty-four of which were 
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to reside at Dover, and as many at Deal ; not less than eighteen of 
them were continually to ply at sea at all seasonable times. 

The old system of punishing by fine, suspension, and dismission^ 
for not paying the Trinity dues within the limited time, for not attend*- 
ing at special courts, for taking away turns, and for disobedience of 
orders, was continued in this act. It also contained some heavy pe- 
nalties, and severe punis^hments. 

This act expired in 1812, and was followed by another, which has 
produced a fresh code of bye laws, which have been printed and 
stuck up at the Custom-house, in London, for the inspection of the 
merchants; and we are informed, that these bye laws, rules, and 
orders, are to undergo a revision, and are subject to alteration. 

If this should be the case, it would only tend to mislead the 
reader to make any comment on them ; but several persons are de- 
sirous of seeing the first paragraph of the bye laws, under the act of 
the fifty-second of George the Third, revised and improved with the 
other rules and orders. 

It says, " It is ordered, that all former bye laws, orders, and re- 
gulations, for the government of the said pilots, shall be, and they are 
hereby allowed, declared, and directed to remain, and continue in 
full force, and to be good and valid bye laws, regulations, and orders ; 
save and except in such, and so many particulars, matters, and re- 
spects, as the same, or any of them, or any clause or clauses, part or 
parts of the same, or any of them, are so altered, varied, or annulled, 
by the bye laws, orders, and regulations, ordered at this present 
court. 

" All fines and penalties to be levied in pursuance of this act, or 
under any bye laws, made in pursuance thereof, shall go one third to 
the person who informs or sues for the same, and two thirds to the 
fellowship/' 
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Acts and ordinances, first recorded the twenty^stxth day of February, in the 
eighteenth year of the reign of King Henry the Eighth, by Sir Edward Guil- 
ford. Knight, Lieutenant Governor of Dover Castle, for keeping good order 
among the lodesmen at Dover, and other places within the jurisdiction of the 
Cinque Ports, and other rules and laws ordered, from time to time, by his 
successors, to he observed by all lodesmen admitted into this society. 

Class i^ the eighteenth of Henry the Eighth. 

1. There shall be elected and chosen^ from time to tirne^ four substantial 
persons^ for wardens. 

2. The youngest lodesmen^ according to their turns^ shall be appointed to 
ships of small tonnage^ by the admiral and wardens^ or two of them at least. 

3. If a lodesman was absent on any lawful business^ when his turn hap- 
penedj the wardens might send another^ who was to allow the absent lodesman a 
quarter part of the profit. 

4. If a ship of large tonnage appeared^ and it was a young lodesman's 
tum^ then one of the old lodesmen was to go with him^ and be allowed half the 
wages. 

5. In the absence of the old lodesmen^ a young lodesman might take 
charge of a large ship ; but he was either to take another lodesman^ or a mariner 
properly qualified, to assist him» and allow him half the profit. 

6. A young lodesman was not to launch a boat^ to go off to a ship^ on 
the business of lodemanage^ without the permission of two wardais. 

7. For resisting or disobeying the aforesaid orders; such offender^ for 
every offence^ was to forfeit four-pence ; one moiety for repairing the castle> and 
the other for repairing a mill in the town. If any one refused the payment^ the 
penalty might be levied on their lands^ tenements^ goods^ and chattels. 
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Glass ii. 

1. It was ordered^ that if anj Dutch or foreign vessel came within the li- 
berties of the Cioque Ports, to wait for thipft to conduct them to their ports on 
the continent ; either a lodesman, or an officer^ was to send them notice to quit 
their liberties^ as soon as wind and weather would permit, without taking charge 
of any ship, under the penalty of paying sixteen shillings and eight-pence ; one 
moiety towards repairing the Castle, and the other, the Old Wike, or a work at 
the entrance into the harbour. This order was not to affect pilots of outward 
bound ships, nor ships belonging to the King of Portugal, nor the wool fleet 
from Spain. 

2. If a lodeshtan, when at home, missed his turn, by a ship's passing in 
the night, or by any other means ; the person who had the charge of her, was to 
anchor in the Gore ; and he was either to leave the ship there safe at anchor, or 
send for the Iddesman ; and he was to be paid for his trouble according to the 
tonnage. From sixty to one hundred tons, five shillings ; from one hundred 
to two hundred tons^ six shillings and eight-pence. If there was no lodesman in 
the way^ the mariner was to leave the ^hip in the Gore, and be paid for his 
trouble. 

3. A jurat was, from time to time^ to fill the vacant place of warden. 

Rules and orders, passed between the jf ears 1564 and 1590. 

Class iii. 

1. For taking away a turn fkrom an upper book lodesman, at Deal, the ag- 
gressor was to forfeit four pounds ; one moiety to him who lost his tnm^ and the 
other to the court. At Dover, the fine wa« three pounds six shillings and eight- 
pence ; but the aggressor was to return the whole sum he received for lodemanage. 

2. For taking away a turn from a lower book lodesman, at Deal, the fine 
was four marks. 

3. If a ship fired a gun, or hoisted a signal, for a pilot, when he passed 
Dover, the lodesman next in turn might follow her to the Downs ; and if any 
person dwelling within the jurisdiction of the Cinqtle Ports, oflfered to interrupt 
him in his duty, he was to forfeit four pounds one shilling and eight-pence. 

4. A clerk was appointed to inform every kide^man of his turn, and for 
which he was to pay four'-pence ; and if he refused to pay, he was fined eight- 
pence. 
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b. If an absent upper book lodesman returned within twentj-four hours 
after his turn happened^ he might follow^ and take charge of the ship, if in the 
Downs^ by paying to the person who had taken charge of her, five shillings ; or 
ten shillings, if at Margate, or in the Gore. A lower book lodesman might do 
the same, by paying one half of the above suni. 

6. If the lodesman who followed the ship had only a rear turn, and he who 
had charge of the ship would not quit it, he was, in that case, to forfeit all the 
advantage ; one third to the turn^ one third to him who had the rear turn, and 
one third to the society. 

7. If a lodesman took away the turn of another, he was ix) pay the fine 
(see fig. 1, in this class), and be imprisoned in Dover Castle, during the plea- 
sure of the president. 

8. It was ordered, that the lodesmen should take a boat, and once in every 
year examine the Channel, from the South Foreland, to the west end of the 
Nore, and produce their survey, with the alterations, to the court. Every upper 
book lodesman was taxed two shillings, and the lower book lodesman one shil- 
ling, to pay the expence. The wardens were to pass their accounts every year. 

9. If a lodesman^ when at home, refused a turn, without any lawful occa- 
sion, he was to forfeit, for the first offence, ten-pence ; for the second, twenty- 
pence ; and for the third, be dismissed the society. 

10. The lodesman, mentioned fig. 1, was ordered to pay two thirds to him 
who lost the turn, and one third to the box. 

RiUes and orders, between the years 1595 atid 1603. 
Class iv. 

1. Mr. Bennett was appointed master ; but as he was absent in the Prince's 
service, the mayor was elected for his deputy. 

2. Every lodesman, within twenty-four hours after his return, was to pay 
to the wardens the third penny, or forfeit ten shillings to the poor's box. 

3. For taking away a turn, to pay twenty shillings to the same box. 

4. For exchanging, or putting oflf a turn, the same sum to the box. 

Rides and orders, between the t/ears 1603 and 1606. 
Class V. 
1. To the order class iii, fig. 10, it was added, that the aggressor, for 
taking away a turn, should pay one third, and ten shillings to the box. 
1 zz 
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2. It was ordered^ that a lodesman should not continue in the society^ at 
Deal> unless he had a house in the town. 

3. If a lodesman agreed to conduct a ship to any port on the continent^ 
and sailed with her to London^ he was to forfeit the whole lodemanagej accord- 
ing to ancient usage. ( See class iii, fig. 10. ) 

4. If a lodesman^ while in the King's service^ offers to take charge of a 
merchant ship^ off Dover, to conduct her to London^ and violates any of the or- 
ders of courts he shall be deprived of his tum^ until he has made satisfaction to 
the master and wardens. 

Orders passed in the year 1606. 

Class vi. 

1 . It was ordered by the master and wardens^ and sanctioned by Sir Thomas 
Fane, knight, president of the court of lodemanage, that, as far as his power 
would extend, from the above date, and for ever, every person who was not of 
the fellowship of lodemanage, who should sail in any ship, bark^ carrier, hoy, 
or fishing boat, belonging to the town of Dover, or be employed by any mariner, 
or inhabitant, should pay for every voyage as follows : — For sailing to Spain, 
each voyage, six-pence; to Bourdeaux, four-pence; to the East Country, four- 
pence ; to France, Flanders, the Low Country, or on a coasting cruise, two- 
pence ; for each man, every fishing season, four-pence. 

2. It was ordered, that every person, who had goods in the town, and was 
not an inhabitant, should pay according to the former rate. The rate is not now 
known. To secure the payment of these impositions, it was ordered, that every 
master of a vessel, sailing to the above mentioned ports, was to collect the money 
of the men, and pay it to an officer, appointed by the court, under the penalty 
of forfeiting himself, for every voyage to Spain, ten shillings ; to Bourdeaux, 
Flushing, and the East Country, six shillings and eight-pence ; to France, and 
other places, as mentioned in fig. 1 . In case of non payment, the fines were to 
be le?ied> either on the body, goods, chattels, lands, and tenements of the offender. 

5. It was ordered by the court, and confirmed by Sir Thomas Fane, that 
every boat assisting a ship sailing either in or out of the harbour, should pay 
half a share to the box of the fellowship ; and the principal person in the boat 
was to be answerable for the tax; and if not paid> to be levied as in the pre- 
ceding order. 
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Laws passed between 1618 and 1620. 
Class vii. 

1. An order^ made the nineteenth day of September^ 1619^ by the master^ 
wardens^ and commissioners of the court of lodemanage^ for raising a contri«- 
bution on every vessel crossing the sea^ in proportion to her voyage. Every pas- 
sage bark crossing the sea^ betvireen Flushing and the Seine head^ to pay each 
voyage^ twelve-pence ; every vessel, under 40 tons, sailing to London, Newcastle, 
or the East Country, eight-pence ; every vessel, above 40 tons, sailing to the 
same ports, twelve-penoe ; every vessel sailing to Nantz, Rochelle, or Bour- 
deaux, eighteen-pence ; if above 50 tons, twenty-four-pence ; every vessel sailing 
to Spain, under 60 tons, thirty-pence ; above 60 tons, thirty-six-pence ; every 
ship or bark, sailing to Holland or the East Country, twelve-pence ; every fishing 
boat, sailing to the North Sea for herrings or shell fish, ten-pence. 

S. For heating pitch on board a vessel, ten shillings. 

3. Every boat's company, for assisting a ship into or out of the harbour, 
was to pay one share. 

4. Every merchant, who did not reside within the liberties of the Cinque 
Ports, was to pay them at a certain rate for shipping of goods. 

5. If a single person brought in, or carried a ship out of the harbour, he 
was to pay a sixteenth part of his earnings. 

6. It was also decreed, that twenty-three persons should be appointed to 
conduct ships in and out of the harbour ; and that the principal man in the boat 
should collect half a share, and bring it to the officer they appointed to receive it^ 
or forfeit half a share. If the boat first in motion was interrupted by another 
boat, the offending parties were to forfeit five shillings. The boat which brought 
in the ^hip, was to have the sole right of helping her out. 

7. If any master of a vessel enroled, or hereafter to be enroled, shall pre* 
sume to intrude, or intermeddle, with another's turn, bound to the continent, he 
shall forfeit, if to Calais or Bolougne, forty shillings; if to Dieppe, four marks; 
and for refusing to pay the fine, imprisonment during the pleasure of the pre- 
sident. 

8. All ambassadors agents^ and special messengers on public business, 
might make choice of any vessel ; and the master might sail with them, witnout 
waiting for his turn. 

9. If either the master or the wardens of the fellowship shall refuse to go 
in their turns, they shall be liable to the same penalties. 
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10. SeTeral masters of ships petitioned^ that they might choose their pilot ; 
and it was settled, that large ships, from the Straights, Spain, and Portugal, 
above 250 tons, might have the privilege, provided the pilots paid one third of 
the lodemanage to him vi^hose turn it was. 

Orders passed in the year 1624. 
Glass viii. 

1 . After the business of enrolment was settled, it was ordered, that if other 
roasters desired to be enroled for the transport service, they shall be admitted, 
with the approbation of the commissioners ; but not without it. 

2. Every person, for taking a turn from one who was ready and willing to 
go, was to forfeit forty shillings to Calais, and four marks to Dieppe, and make 
8uch further recompense, as the court, from time to time, should think proper. 
If the fine was not immediately paid, and the recompense made, the offender was 
to be committed to prison, during the pleasure of the president. 

3. The clerk of the fellowship to keep a roll book of the masters of vessels 
for the transportation service ; and to leave notice with e\ery person next in turn 
for sailing; for which he was to receive one shilling, and six-pence for the fund 
of the society. 

4. It was ordered, that from Easter to Michaelmas, each master should sail 
either to Calais or Bolougne, for «^2 : 10; but if they entered the harbour, 
£S : 10; if to Dieppe, £b. During the winter half year, they were to have 
^3, for sailing either to Calais or Bolougne road; and if they entered the har- 
bour, ^4; and to Dieppe, £6. 

5. If a master of a vessel refused to sail in his turn, the clerk was to go to 
the next in rotation; and he who refused, was to forfeit to the fellowship ac- 
cording to the voyage ; forty shillings to Calais or Bolougne, and five marks to 
Dieppe ; and imprisonment, as in fig. 2, class viii. 

6. If a vessel was detained by a storm, or any unavoidable accident which 
occasioned the master to leave his turn, he might then take a freight, if it offered 
while he was upon the spot, without being liable to the fine. 

7. All ambassadors, special messengers, agents, and the post, might take 
any vessel, without the master being liable to the fine. 

8. For preventing a Frenchman taking his turn according to custom, the 
same forfeit as in fig. 2, class viii. 

Attachments were issued, for committing twenty-seven masters of vessels, 
for not paying the fine, and they were dismissed from the protection of the court. 
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Orders passed in the year 1625. 
Class ix. 

1 . It was ordered^ that the court should be regularly held oa the twenty- 
ninth day of September^ on the twenty-ninth day of December^ on the twenty- 
fijfth day of March^ and on the fifth day of July. 

2. Every member of the society absenting himself, without any lawful or 
unavoidable necessity^ should be fined at the discretion of the court. 

3. Ordered^ that every foreign vessel entering the harbour^ should pay 
one shilling to the fund^ to be levied by distress^ if necessary. If any vessel^ 
after notice^ fastened near the harbour^ for the space of one tide^ the master shall 
pay six shillings and eight-pence every tide he remains there^ unless he is taking 
in^ or delivering a cargo. 

4. No foreign vessel, excepting those from Calais^ Bolougne^ and Dieppe^ 
shall take in any freight in the port of Dover^ without paying five shillings to 
the fund of the society^ to be recovered as in fig. 2j class viii. 

5. For heating pitch or tar on board a vessel^ and endangering the ship, 
to pay ten shillings to the fund, as in a preceding article. 

6. Ordered an attachment against Andrew Read, the book-keeper at Deal, 
to commit him to prison, until he rendered an account to the court ; as he had 
often been called upon to do it,^and as often refused. 

7. The court ordered, that the fees for the admission and removal of the 
lodesmen, should be entered in their book^ and they were as follow. The ad- 
mittance of a lower book lodesman, to pay to the box four shillings and two- 
pence ; to the register recording his name, one shilling and eight-pence ; to the 
clerk, four-pence. For removing to the upper book, to the box four shillings 
and eight-pence ; to the register three shillings and three-pence ; to the clerk 
four-pence. 

Orders passed between 1628 and 1634. 
Class X. 

1. Ordered, that every foreign vessel, taking in a freight in the haven of 
Sandwich, should pay five shillings, according to an ancient order made for 
Dover. Class ix, fig. 4. 

2. By an order, passed in the year 1632, any master of a vessel, sailing in 
his turn to Calais, Bolougne, or Dieppe, without the knowledge of the master 
of the fellowship, was to pay tWettty shillings to the society. 
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3. By an order, io the year 1633^ an under book lodesman^ for coIlusiTelj 
depriving an upper book man of his turn^ or taking charge of a ship above 70 
tons burden^ was to pay a fiue^ equal to the lodemanage of the ship, to the fel- 
lowship^ and the same to him who was deprived of his turn. 

Orders passed in the year 1634. 
Class xi. 

1. It was this year ordered, that the masters of vessels sailing into Calais, 
or Bolougne road, with men or horses, from Easter to Michaelmas, should have 
£3. and into the harbour £4t : 10. Between Michaelmas and Easter, into the 
road, £4. and into the harbour, £4 : 17. It was also ordered, that the oldest 
lodesman on the lower book, should succeed to the upper book. 

2. By refusing to sail for the foregoing sums, and waiting one tide, they 
were to lose their turn, and forfeit forty shillings, according to ancient custom. 

3. It was ordered, that Thomas Young should be appointed clerk, to 
acquaint the masters of their turns, and the next in succession. 

5. Ordered, that at Sandwich, only members of the society should conduct 
ships up the haven, and they were to have two shillings a foot for the lodemanage. 

6. As there were but few lodesmen on the upper book at Deal, and a 
great many on the lower book, and there was a great increase of ships of burden, 
it was ordered, that at the next court, if nothing appeared to the contrary, the 
lower book lodesmen might take charge of ships of 100 tons burden. 

7. It was ordered, that no person should take as a servant any one bound 
to a lodesman for the sea service ; unless it was for the King's service, under a 
penalty of five pounds. 

Orders passed between 1638 and 1696. 
Class xii. 

1 . It was ordered, that every person, who made use of the new capstan, 
to assist in getting a ship into the harbour, should allow one share to the society. 

2. For the expeditious dispatch of the business of lodemanage, it was or* 
dered, that the members of the court should meet, between eleven and twelve 
of the clock in the morning, at the Bench, in Dover ; and if the master did not 
appear in time, he was to forfeit to the fund two shillings, and each of the war- 
dens one shilling, for not attending in time. 

3. Every lodesman going on board a ship out of his turn, unless sent for 
by the captain^ or went as a choice turn^ was to forfeit his turn for the round. 
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4. In the year 1641^ it was ordered, that the carrying. an upper Jbook tum^ 
at Dea^ should be j?4> uid a lower book £3 ; and the third should be paid to 
the person who carried the turn* 

5. It was ordered, in the year 1645^ that if any person, not of the fellow^ 
ship, should conduct a ship, either up or down the haven, at Sandwich, he 
should pay a fine of twenty shillings. 

6. In 1681 it was ordered, that the dues of every turn should be paid to 
the clerks at Dover, Deal, and Thanet, within twenty-four hours after the return 
of the lodesman ; and in case of refusal,* to pay double. 

7. In the year|1682, it was settled by the court, that Dover should pay 
one half. Deal three parts of one half, and Thanet the remainder, of the expences 
of holding the court, 

8. It was ordered, in the year 1694, that if a lodesman lent his branch ta 
another person, he was to be dismissed the society. 

9. Ordered, that at the death of a lodesman, one third of his dead turn 
should be detained, until the branch was delivered to the register. 

10. For abusing the master and the wardens, or either of the officers, for 
the first ofience they were to lose their turn, and for the second be suspended. 

Orders, from 1696 to 1699. 
Class xiii. 

1. For taking charge of a ship, during his suspoision, the lodesman was 
to lose his branch, and be disqualified from serving again. 

2. It was ordered, that no vacancy should be filled up^ except on a court 
day. 

3. Every pilot, in the King's service, was to have his turn stopped ; and 
he was to have the first turn which offered, when he came home. 

4. Every pilot was to pay a fine of twenty shillings, for conducting a fo- 
reign ship of war over the Flatts, or round the Long Sands Head. 

5. Every superannuated pilot, who had not a sufficient maintenance, was to 
receive (if of the upper book) forty shillings, firom the person who carried his 
turn ; and a lower book lodesman, thirty shillings. For taking charge of a ship 
after they were superannuated, they were to lose the benefit given them in the pre- 
ceding article. 

6. A person was not to be admitted into the society, unless he was ac- 
quainted with the Flatts, the Long Sands Head^ and the coast of France^ Flan- 
ders, and Holland. 
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7. II was ordered^ thst every lodesinan^ \rben summoned to the eourt^ was 
tD appear^ and answer to his name^ and remain there until he was dis<diarged^ 
under the penalty of paying two shillings and six-pence^ and being punished at 
tiie discretionof the court. 

S. It was ordered, that a superannuated pilot, at Dmrer, should receire 
only eighteen shillings for a lower book, and twenty-four shillings for an upp^ 
book turn ; and to make up the sum mentioned, see fig^ 5, in this class, they 
were to have one shilling from an upper book turn, and six-pence from a lower 
book turn. 

9. On the arrival of every ship, a boat was to take off an upper and a 
lower book lodesman ; and one of them was to take charge of her, according to 
her tonnage ; and if there was any dispute between them, the offending pilot was 
to pay a fine of twenty shillings. 

Orders in the year 1699. 
Class xiv. 

1 . Ordered, that the master should not continue in office more than one year. 

2. Ordered, that he give up his accounts to the governor of Dover Castle^ 
or his deputy, within one month after he quits his office. 

3. The clerks for Dover and Deal were to deliver in their monthly accounts, 
as in the last order, 

4. The expenees incurred by the officers, at their meetings to settle dif- 
ferences, were to be paid by the person who was adjudged to be the offender; 
and if he refused, and a complaint was made to the president, an attachment was 
to be issued to apprehend him. 

5. Ordered, three tnonths suspension for taking away a turn ; and for tak- 
ing charge of a ship, daring suspension, dismission from the fellowship. 

6. If a lodesftian was a master of a vessel, be was not to have any benefit 
from his turn, unless be went with it himself ; and it was ordered, that in future 
no master of a vessel should be admitted into the society. 

7. If a lodesman, after his admission, undertook the command of a vesselj 
he was to be dismissed from the fellowship. 

8. If a lodesman neglected paying his dues to the clerk, twenty-four hours 
after his return, he was to be dealt with^ as in fig. 4, in this class. 

9. Every pilot, for going on board a ship out of his turB, shall lose it for 
that round, except it be a special turn. 
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10. Every lodesmanj for abusing either the master or the T^ardens^ while 
they were discharging the duties of their office^ was^ for the first offence, to lose 
his turn ; and for the second^ to suffer a whole year's imprisonment. 

Orders, from 1701 to 1713. 
Class XY. 

1. The court determined^ that the order^ fig. 7, in the preceding clasi^ 
should not include commanders of King's ships^ nor masters of vessels in his Ma- 
jesty's service. 

2. It was suggested to the courts that the Lord Warden might suffer con- 
siderably^ if a pilot was permitted to go forward with a ship after she had struck 
the ground^ before the sergeant of the admiralty could receive a compensation 
for the anchor and cable. It was therefore ordered by the court, that if the pilot 
proceeded after thie sergeant had demanded satisfaction^ and before he received it, 
he should either be suspended^ or dismissed, at the will of the president. 

3. If there was any dispute betweeu an upper and a lower book lodesman, 
about the tonnage of a ship, the upper book pilot was to take charge of her ; but 
if it afterwards appeared, that the ship was under 120 tons, he was to restore the 
whole of the lodemanage to him who ought to have taken the turn. 

4. The same order was made for a lower book lodesman taking charge of 
a ship above 120 tons. Upon complaint, the mas^r was to get infornuition from 
the custom-house; and upon producing proof to the president^ that the pilot re- 
fused to comply, he was to forfeit twenty shillings. 

5. As several pilots had refused, to serve iu King's ships, and had brought 
disgrace upon their profession; it was ordoned,. that upon complaint of neglect, 
or refusal^ to the president, . they should be suspended, or punished, as the case 
might require. 

6. It 'was ordered, in the year 1713, that every lodesman, withia three 
vonths, after his admission, should receive the .sacrament,, and produce his certi- 
cate pf it, or be suspended. 

Orders passed in 1717. 
Class xvi. 
1. It was ordered, that evefy ship dra^^iifg eleven feet three inches of 
water, andf under, sliouid belong to the lower book lodeismen ; and all above, to 
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the upper book lodesmen ; proYided it should be counsellor Turner's opinion, 
that the society might remain divided into tin^o classesj as they were before the 
obtaining their statute. 

2. The court had reason to suspect^ that boatmen recommended pilots, 
and that lodesmen went on board ships^ and agreed -with the master^ to make 
choice of them ; and that indirect methods had been used to obtain choice turns* 
It was therefore ordered^ that if a master of a ship was desirous of having a 
choice pilots he was to declare his intention of taking a person whose ability he 
was acquainted with ; and^ on his return^ he was either to make the usual signal, 
or send a letter^ or messenger, to the person ; and if these conditions were not 
«omplied with, it was not to be a choice turn. 

3. The same order, as in class xv, fig. 3, was to continue^ in case of dispute 
about the depth of water drawn by a ship. 

4. Every choice pilot was to pay forty-shillings to the pilot whose turn he 
carried, within twenty-four hours after his return home, or pay double ; and if 
he refused, he was to lose his next turn. For a second offence, he was to be 
suspended, during the pleasure of the court. 

5. If the master and wardens knew a pilot capable of taking charge of a 
King^s ship, and he refused to do it, he was to be either suspended, or dismissed, 
at the pleasure of the president. 

6. A pilot was not to take charge of a King^s ship above a sixth rate, 
nnti) he had been three years in the fellowship, under the penalty of suspension. 

7. If there did not appear any just cause to the contrary, either the presi^ 
dent, or his deputy, might suspend, for taking away a turn. 

8. If a pilot, letuming from Holland, Hamburgh, or any port on the con- 
tinent, should take charge of a ship, bound for the Thames or the Medway, it 
was ordered, that he shall pay the dues of the turn to the box, at the place where 
he belongs. 

9. A pilot at Deal, for carrying a ship through the Downs to the North 
Foreland, shall pay five shillings to him whose turn it is, and six-pence to the 
clerk. 

10. If any pilot presumed to abuse his superiors, or the master, by usin^ 
disrespectful words^ or actions ; he was, for the first ofience, proved before the 
president, or his deputy, to be suspended during pleasure ; and, for the second^ 
to be disoussed the society. 
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II. Every pilots upon his suspension, was to deliver up hid branch to the 
clerk^ that it might be sent to the register's office ; and when his suspension was 
taken off^ he was to receive his branch again. If he refused to deliver up his 
branch, his suspension was to be continued until he complied, and until he had 
made proper submission to the president. 

13. It was ordered, that it should be expulsion for taking charge of a ship 
during suspension, upon proof beii^ produced to the president. 

13. All deprived pilots, and other mariners who had never been of the 
society, were to be prosecuted for the penalties in the admiralty court of the 
Cinque Ports. 

14. As a great expenoe had been incurred in procuring an act of parliament, 
it was ordered, that every Deal pilot, at his admission, should pay three guineas 
and a half, and every Dover pilot two guineas, either to the clerk- or treasurer, 
towards paying the expences of obtaining the statute. 

15. The lith order was altered in a few months; and every person, on 
account of the growing expences, was to pay three guineas at his admission. 

16. Every pilot admitted into the fellowship, in the place of a superannu- 
ated pilot, was ordered to pay to him, each turn, if of Dover, twenty shillings; 
if of Deal or llianet, thirty shillings. 

17. Ordered, that every pilot should pay an additional shilling for Tri- 
nity dues. 

Orders passed in the year 1718. 
Class xvii. 

1. If a lower book pilot was put on board an upper book ship, he was to 
lay to, either off Deal or Thanet, or the first place he came to, and make a signal 
for an upper book pilot, who was to allow him ten shillings to the Downs, and 
twenty shillings to the Foreland ; and if he proceeded up the River, he was to 
forfeit forty shillings to him who ought to have had the turn ; and for the second 
offence, five pounds. 

2. An upper book pilot was not to take chiarge of a ship, under 110 tons. 

3. Aceotding to the ancient rules of the society, the lodesmen of Deal were 
not to ply further to the westward, to take charge of ships, than to bring the 
two lights of the South Foreland into. one; neither were the pilots of Dover to 
take charge of any ship, more than three miles to the westward^ under the pain 
of suspension. 
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4< If a pilot was absent^ lie was to lose his turn until the next round ; un«* 
less sicki ^r in the King's service^ or on some lawful business/ sufficient to satisfy 
the president. The mxt pilot in succession was to take the turn, by the direction 
of the clerk and the wardens ; and if an upper book lodesman, he was to pay to 
the box twenty-four shillings ; if of the lower book^ eighteen shillings, within 
tweotjf-four hours after his return, for the use of the superannuated pilots. 

5. It was ordered, that the behaviour of all pilots, who had been admitted 
on conditional branches, should be inquired into, and dealt with according to the 
report. 

6. It was ordered, in the year 1721, in consequence of the power given to 
the commissioners in the statute of 18th George 2d, c. 21, that the clerk should 
deliver copies of the rules and orders then made to every pilot, in their respective 
districts-, that they might know the risk of offending, as it would fail so heavily 
upon them. 

7. If a pilot was absent when his turn happened, he vras to lose it, unless 
he was on the King's service, as in the preceding orders, and the next lodesman 
was to have it, by the direction of tiie clerk and the wardens ; and they were to 
pay as in fig. 4, of this class. 

8. It was ordered, that the fines in the fore mentioned class should be con^ 
firmed, and suspension lor the fij'st offence, instead of die second. 

9. The twenty shillings which had been paid at Dover, and the thirty 
shillings at Deal, on the admission of pilots, for the benefit of superannuated 
members, was ordered to be paid within twenty-four hours after it was demanded ; 
or the pilQts refusing to pay, were to be suspended until they did pay. 

10. It was ordered, that in future no drunken or disorderly pilot should be 
removed into the upper book, nor be permitted to continue in the society, aftei 
admonition, unless he reforms to the satisfaction of the court. 

Continuation of orders passed in the same gear. 
Class xviii. 
1 . For the better preventing the evils mentioned in the statute of die 8th 
George 2d, c. 21, it was ordered, that six pilots from Dover, nine from Deal, 
and four from Thanet, ^all betaken out of each respective book equally (ex* 
cepting at Deal, where the odd man shall be from the lower book ) and they shall 
ply constantly at sea, at all such seasonaMe times, as the wardens and deiiLs of 
each place shall direct, to be ready to conduct ships to the Thames, and the 
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Medway^ lA their tumt. The pilots «t Dover vfere not to ply further to the 
westward than Red Fall ; the pilots at Deal no further^ than to bring the two 
lights into one; and the pilots in Thanet, from the Ramsgate and the Margate 
bays, to the North Foreland. When the six Dover pilots were shipped^ there 
were no more io be sent off, until the nine Deal pilots were shipped ; but the 
pilots on shore migfat take diarge of ships in their turns, if they had missed the 
boats, and made signals for pilots. For breaking this order, by going b^ond 
the limits, for the first offence suspension, and for the second dismission. 

2. Ordered, that every lower book pilot, for taking away wilfuHy an 
upper book turn, diall be excluded from the upper book, witlwut a special 
order of court; and every upper and lower book lodesmaii, for breaking his turn, 
diall be suspended, until he has made full «ati8iaction. 

3. The being absent from a general court, suspension, until full satisfac* 
tion was made. 

4. It was ordered, Aiat two wavdens of each place should take two dr more 
pilots from each book^ to survey the channel, ehoals, and sand banks, and to ob- 
serve whether they shifted or increased ; and to keep up proper marks, where 
necessary, for the more safe piloting of ships. The expences were to be annu- 
ally paid out of the boxes at each ptace^ 

5. As several of the pilots had given themselves liberty to tsflk in an inso- 
lent and scandalous manner of the Lord Wavden, his lieuteDant, and Deputy ; 
it was ordered, that if they presumed to act, and speak in sudi a manner again, 
they should, for the first offence, be suspended, during the pleasure of their pre- 
sident; and for the second, be dismissed the society. 

6. If the suspended pilot did not deliver up his branch, his suspension was 
to be continued^ until he had made friU satisfiuction to the pi'esident. 

7. In consequence of a petition from the lower book pilots^ it was ordered, 
that they should haife charge of all ships, which did not draw more than eleven 
feet three inches of water. 

Orders passed between 1732 and 1725. 
Class xix. 
1. Every upper book pilot was ordered to pay £3, and every lower book 
pilot £2: 10, to the clerk of the division to which he belonged, within twenty- 
four hours after it was demanded, or stand suspended. .; Out.of which «iims, fthe 
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person whose turn was carried, was to have, if an upper book pilot, j^ : 10; 
if a lower book, £2 ; and the remainder was to go to the box for Trinity dues, 
and clerks fees, notwithstanding anj former order of court. 

2. In order to restore peace, if possible, it was settled, that the pilots at 
Dover and Deal should be equal, or fifty at each place ; twenty-five in each 
book ; and they should observe the same rules, orders, and limits, imder the same 
penalties, as in the preceding laws. 

3. It was ordered, in the year 1733, that lower book lodesmen should not 
take charge of ships drawing more than eleven feet water ; and all charges, in fu- 
ture, were to be paid equally betweai the fellowship at Dover and Deal. 

4. It was ordered, that the two pilots who were in the rear of the lower 
book, should pay each turn, one twenty shillings, and the other thirty shillings ; 
and the two last in succession should bear the burden. 

5. As the disputes continued between the pilots of Dover and Deal, relative 
to their going out of their limits ; it was ordered, in the year 1721f, that for the 
first offence they should be suspended; and for the second, dismissed the society. 

6. As frequent disputes happened between the lodesmen, concerning the 
depth of water drawm by a ship ; and a person was sent off, at the expence of 
ten shillings, to settle the dispute ; it was ordered, whoever was in fault should 
pay the sum of ten shillings to the box, to discharge the expence, within three 
days after it was demanded, or stand suspended ; and he should deliver up his 
branch to the register. 
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